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Council Meeting held March 21, 1961, 5:30 P.M. 

SUBJECT 

5. Approval of previous minutes 
6. Award of perma plaque to KNX 
HEARINGS: 
7. Case 697, Goodwin, variance, approved 
8. Case 695, Robinson, variance, approved 
9. Case 694, Tussing, withdrawn 
PLANNING MATTERS: 

10~ Waiver W-206, Stuler, granted 
ii. Foster Homes, held to April 11th 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
12. Sanitary Sewers on Hawthorne Ave., preliminary 

report ordered 
13. Claim of Landerville for refund referred il:>P.W. 
14. Sign for Begonia Farm, held 2 weeks 
15. Interamerican Municipal Assn request f or contribu­

tion, filed 
16. Southern Calif. Regional Assn of County Supervisors 

re highway funds, referred to Legal Dept 
17. Chamber of Commerce re bus terminal use, referred 

to Bus Superintendent 
18. McMaster Park Mothers Club re gift of playground 

equipment accepted 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS: 
19. Permission for Powell to attend ASPO 
20. Verified claim ofRippy, denie'd[ _ ---· 
BUILDING DIVISION: 
21. Refund o:f . :.£i'i-sp.ee~ioo :-. ;ee ~~i!.uJ:w:fSer. ·.appr-0ved- -··--- - -- - -
22 .... R~#.und of permit fee, Desmond, approved 
ENGiNE!ERING DIVISION: 
23. Easement de.eds accepteQ. 
COMMUNICATI0NS FROM ~LfCENS~ -DEPT ~ 
24. _ R,el~ase -:of ·::..ail wel·i '-i5ond, ,: Cap Drilling Co. 
25 •· -'Deletion of oil well from bond, Paci{ic American 
COMMUN I CAT IONS FROM p MU< "AND~ RECREAT!e:fP eeMMISS ION: 
26. ~eade:i;-~hip .-:pe'rsonfie1· p_ qgram; approved and funds 

·_., to be transfer~ed ··:-:_ ·-.-
27. ·· ~·' ii_fqmination of Mc?:_1aster Park, referred to budget 

. and -dedication =~eferred ~ £o -~egal Dept 
COMMUNieATIONS FROM.AIRPORT COMMISSION: .. - - - - - ~ -- ...., ;) .. . - -- -- -· . - -.,, 

~ 8; ~ }3.ppl~ciat'i 6n of Biacr; I r~ferre(l to Airp9r t Committee 
COMMUNICATI-ONS .FR:6M "c i'i'Y·~rATTdRNEY: .. =- ' ::- -r- '.;.' .' ... , . . 
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CITY MANAGER'S RECOMMENDATIONS: 
38.A. Personnel, Chamberlain to Tucson, approved 
38.B. Expenditures: 

Boom for crane, $517.40 approved 
C. Electrical outlets for addition to City Hall 

$463.13 approved 
38.D. Carson Street cut-through approved with co·nditions 
PROCLAMATIONS: 
3 9. Pan American Day and Pan American Week 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
40. Isen and Blount re Little League trash pickup 
41. Stevens re Airport Committee meeting 
42. Stevens re work session of Council 
43. Stevens' resignation 
44. Blount re Stevens' resignation 
45. Bradford re Youth Center 
46. Vico re Halison St. ditch cleanup 
47. Isen re South Bay College 
48. Isen re Adult Club facilities 
49. Drale re payment of bills 

Adjourned at 7:15 P.M. 
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Torrance, California 
March 21, 1961 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
regular meeting at 5:30 P.M., Tuesday, Maren 21, 1961, in the 
Council Chamber of the City Hall, Torrance, California. 

2 . ROLL CALL: 

Those responding to roll call by Deputy City Clerk Bramhali 
were: COUNCIUiEN: Beasley, Benstead, Blount, Bradford, Vico, 
Isen. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Drale (he arrived at 5:40 P.M.) 
Also present were City Manager Stevens a.pd Assistant City Attorney 
Dower. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Mr. James H. Burchett, 
Chairman of the Civil Defense and Disaster Commission, led the 
salute to our Flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

The Reverend Clifford Tierney of the South Bay Church of 
God, opened the meeting with an invocation. 

: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
~ ; . 

Ori mbtion- o{Councllman Benstead, seconded by Councilman 
Beasley, the- minutes of the' regular meeting held March 14, 
1961, :were approved ?t,~ written, there being no objections. 

6. A\ft!ARDS : 
.. , . 

The_.award o:f p~rma _ pl~que res9lution 'to Radio Station KNX 
scheduled · :f'6r thi·s t'irne· on tne agenda~ - was made lat>er in the 
evening. : _ ' . ~ . -, ' 

HEARINGS: 
.. · 

1 :~ . - CAS'E- NO~ -~ 6·~7; ~ PETITIONER CHARLES GOODWIN 0 . FOFMAL. HEARING 1031 
OJ,-1 VARIANCE: 'oF OFF :: S'TR~ET PAAAING ORDINANCE' to permit construc-
tion 0£' store 'building wlth .12 parking spaces at 24234-36 Haw-
thorne Avenue, with location sketch, excerpts from Planning 
Comm_issioz.:i :m:i:m,ttes of March 1, 1961, and plot plan attached. 
The recominehdation is for approval. 

. . Maybr ': I'Sen.~·~sked · · .tf >anyohe pr~sent wishe'd t 'o" Be.' he?ird 
reg~rding~ ; Case~: No : • . 697~( there was rto respon·se·. . . - · · · ••· 

. . . - -·· - ~ - ,·• . 

.. 9_qui:ic~J.i:n~n Benstead moved to close the hearing. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Vico, carried, there being no objection. 

counci1m~fr Blount .. inoved 'to· concur:·'in the '-· retornmendation 
6f the Plannihg Commission to . approve -' the'variance in Case No. 
697. Motion, seconded by Councilman Bradford, carried by 
unanimous roll .call vote of those present (Councilman Drale 
absent) • 

\ . .. !.- -

• : -"f' -- ' . 
. ., " .;: .. . ..... 
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8. CASE NO. 695. PETITIONER ELAINE ROBINSON. FORMAL HEARING ON 
VARIANCE TO CONSTRUCT SECOND DWELLING IN R-1 ZONE. Lot 135, 1031 
Tract 15933. Letter of transmittal recommending approval and 
attaching location sketch, excerpts from Planning Commission 
minutes of March 1, 1961, and plot plan. 

Mayor Isen asked if anyone in the audience wished to be heard 
regarding Case No. 695; there was no response. 

Councilman Benstead moved to close the hearing. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Vico, carried, there being no objection. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur ·in the recommendation of 
the Planning Commission to approve variance in Case No. 695 
based on all the recommendations and conditions. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Bradford, carried by unanimous roll call 
vote of those present (Councilman Drale absent). 

9. CASE NO. 694. PETITIONER LYLE TUSSING. FORMAL HEARING ON 1031 
VARIANCE TO ·coNSTRUCT OFFICES IN R-2 ZONE at 17104 Crenshaw 
Boulevard. Letter of transmittal recommending denial and 
attaching location sketch and excerpts from Planning Commission 
minutes of March 1, 1961. · 

The petitioner has withdrawn bis petition and the case was 
removed from the agenda. 

Deputy City Clerk Bramhall presented Affidavit of Publication 
on Cases No. 697 and 695 and, there being no objection, it was 
ordered received and filed. 

PLANNING MATTERS: 

10. WAIVER W-206. KENNETH E. STOLER, requesting waiver of 
rear yard requirements, recommended for approval. 

Councilman Bradford moved to concur in the recommendation 
of the flanning Commission to approve ·waiver No. W-206. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Vico, carried, there being no objection. 

Councilman Benstead asked what was intended to be built and 
Director of Planning Powell answered an additional bedroom and 
playroom extending toward the back of the property. Councilman 
Benstead asked that this information be included in recommenda­
tions for approval of waivers in the future. 

11. FOSTER HOMES. Letter from Director of Planning Powell, 
countersigned by Director of Public Works Peebles. 

Mayor Isen asked Mr. Powell why, if this was urgent, it 
bad not come up before and Mr. Powell replied that be was 
awaiting an opinion from the Legal Department, which he re­
ceived March 8th. Councilman Beasley asked for an explanation 
of differentiation between foster homes and regular child care 
service. Director of Planning Powell explained the two types 
of homes. 

The Reverend Gilbert s. Zimmerman of the First Methodist 
Church, one of the prime movers in sponsoring foster homes, 
told the Council there has been too much red tape involved in 
a family taking a foster child into their home. Reverend 
Zimmerman asked if it would not be possible to waive the City 
license fee as well as the procedure connected with obtaining 
a variance. He bad hoped to have someone present from the 
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County Probation Department at this Council meeting and asked 
if this matter might be held over for two weeks. The big obstacle, 
Reverend Zimmerman felt, has been the variance procedure, and the 
sponsors of the project would like to discuss this with the 
Planning Commission and the City Attorney before the recommenda­
tion made by the Planning Commission becomes a part of Torrance 
City regulations. Councilman Beasley expressed himself as being 
in agreement with Reverend Zimmerman's · opinions, although he 
felt the City should have some control. In order to obtain more 
information as to what part the County and State play in foster 
home procedure, it was agreed that the item would be held over 
until the April llth Council meeting at 8:00 P.M. Mayor Isen 
appointed Councilmen Blount, Beasley and himself, as a committee 
to work with Director of Planning Powell on the subject, and 
asked that Reverend Zimmerman notify them if and when it is 
necessary to meet. 

Councilman Drale joined the meeting at 5:40 P.M. 

WRiTTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 

12. SANH'ARY SEWgRS. PETITION REQUESTING INSTALLATION OF 
SANITARY SEWERS on west side . of Hawthorne Avenue from Spencer 
Street to -Del .Amo Boulevard, with location sketch. 

Councilma-n ·:Benstead moved that the City Engineer be in­
structed to prep.are a preliminary report on the proposed sewer. 
Mayor Isen seconded the motion, which carried by the following 
roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Blount, 
Bradford, Vico, Isen. 

ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEN: Drale. 

1356 

13. CLAIM OF J. A. LANDERVILLE FOR REFUND OF SEWER CLEANING 1343 
BILL dated March 14, 1961, in the amount of $42. 

Mayor Isen said if there was no objection, he would in­
struct City Manager Stevens to refer this item to the Department 
of Public Works. There was no objection. 

14. PALOS VERDES BEGONIA FARM REQUEST FOR SIGN, with request 1063 
from Superintendent of Building Inspection Schlens for opinion 
from the Council. 

The situation of the Begonia Farm is being moved to the 
rear so that it will be at Newton and 242nd Streets. There was 
some question as to whether or not this would be considered a 
billboard. Councilman Bradford moved to hold this item for 
two weeks or until the Building Division has more information 
on the design. Mayor Isen seconded the motion and, there being 
no objection, stated the sign would be considered when the 
Building Division can more clearly define it. 

15. AMERICAN MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION letter dated March 8, 1961, 1068 
asking for a pledge of contribution toward support of the Inter­
American Municipal Organization, with note from the City Manager 
that the City of Torrance dues would be $100 per year. 

Councilman Benstead moved the communication be filed. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Vico, carried, there being no 
objection. 

3 . Council Minutes 
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16. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL AESOCIATION OF COUNTY 
SUPERVISORS dated March 9, 1961, regarding use of State 
Highway construction funds. 

Councilmen Beasley and Benstead were under the impression 
that this matter had been acted upon previously. Mayor Isen 
asked that Assistant City Attorney ower check to see if this 
is true and, if not, to replace the item on the agenda with 
appropriate resolution. There was no objection and it was so 
ordered. 

1175 
Xllll 

17. TORRANCE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE dated March 9, 1961, regarding 1016 
use of City's bus terminal for Greyhound Bus Lines. 

Mayor Isen said if· there was no objection, the matter would 
be referred to Bus Superintendent Chamberlain. City Manager 
Stevens said Mr. Chamberlain has arranged a meeting and a 
report will be made of the results thereof. 

18. McMASTER PARK MOTHERS CLUB dated March 9, 1961, offering 1249 
certain playground eq.Jipment and asking the City to fihance the Xll04 
sand in which it should be installed. 

Councilman Bradford moved to accept the equipment, send a 
letter of thanks and state that the City will supply the sand 
necessary. The motion was seconded by Councilman Benstead and 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. There was some discussion 
as to whether or not this is the type of equipment which would 
be suitable, but Reverend Sippel of the Park and Recreation 
C~mmissio,~ w.as _pre~ent _and - ~t_ated he pelieves i,t is , of a type 
that will ·be compatible.· : · · · · 

' ... • •· .. : .. '..;.. .- • .. t .. ,,.. -~ • ' 

COMMtJNICATIONS- FROM' DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS: 

19. Memc) ·from birector' 0£ -Publib- Works :Pee'.b-ies reCornme1iding 
PERMISSION BE ·GRANTED ~o ATT;END AsP6 CONVENTION by Director .. 
of Planning Powell, with appropriate extfen-ses paid. 

:. - ,.-. . . '... . 

Councilman· Or-ale 'moved the r"equest be grarite.d'~ - Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried by unanimous roll call 
vote. 

1039 

20. · ·MEMO :_FROM PUBLIC 'WORKS -Di-RECTOR' "submitting VERIFIED CLAIM 1115 
NO. 13 OF CHARLES T. RIPPY, for refund ... of tax asse~sment for 
rubbish ·abatement. · · · - - · · - ·-

- '-ft deve1oped --tliat we:Lgb ticke't"s "are "avaiiabie supporting 
th'is bil'i, but no pictures were· shown. '~ : 

- · Councilrnan ·nt~ai~ moved ·to deny the ¢lairri for refund · of tax 
a·ssessritent repre·sente.d by verified claim "No. 13 . . Motiorl-~ · seconded 
by· Couric±lrrian Benstead, carried by the following roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Bradford, Drale, Isen. 
_· NOES: coT.JNcII.MEN:~ : .~' Bea·~iey, ·a1ou'nt:, Vic·o. · 

. ~ ' . . . . ' . 

. . . ; . . ~ ' . . ' . - . - : . - . . . ' . . ... . 
21. Letter from Beatric~ B:.-, Ful,.wider requesting 'REFUND OF 127 2 
INSPECTION FEE'·FOR RELoCATION to 23637 Ward St·reet, ·with recom­
mendat'ion'. of ' Superintendent· of Building Insp'ection ··sch lens . 
to refund SD°~ th~eof ."·~ · The amount paid was- $ 30. 

22. Letter · f'roxtioonaicf:n,.' Desmond R.EooESTING REFUND oF FEES 127 2 
FOR PERMITS . at 3127 West .188th Street, with comments of _ 
s.uper:int.ende·ri,t ~:c~lei:is: 'fi?.e ·amo\int paid. was $6·.so.· · · 

·-

.-
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Councilman Drale moved to concur in the recommendations 
of Mr. Schlens to refund 800/o of items 21 and 22. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Benstead, carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

ENGINEERING DIVISION: 

23. EASEMENT DEEDS FOR ACCEPTANCE, with letter from City 
Engineer Nollac enclosing location sketches, as follows: 

l. Easement deed dated March 5, 1961 for the widen­
ing of 229th Street and the south one-half of 
future 228th Street over a portion of Lot 40, 
Tract No. 639, given by E. G. Eldridge, June 
Eldridge, James o. McVay and Ann McVay. 

2. Easement deed dated March 5, 1961 for the widen­
ing of 229th Street over a portion of Lot 40, 
Tract No. 639, given by E. G. Eldridge and June 
Eldridge. 

3. Easement deed dated March 3, 1961 for the widen­
ing of 229th Street over a portion of Lot 40, 
Tract No. 639, given by Joseph w. Kasko and 
Mary P. Kasko. 

4. Easement deed dated March 5, 1961 for the widen­
ing of 229th Street and the south one-half of 
future 228th Street over a portion of Lot 40, 
Tract No. 639, given by E. G. Eldridge, June 
Eldridge, James o. McVay and Ann McVay. 

- 1 -~ ~ • ~ ~ • - - - - - - · : .-_ _ ~ ,. ~ ... ~. - ', - - • • • - ' - ,.. • 

i:_ 5. : '- Ea-sem~nt de~·c;l'-dated Mar.ch·' 2 ~ 196.l ·-for: the ; widen­
. .. ing'. of·· 237th· St~eet~· ana:·:the'·so\ith- one--haff of 

.: ~ ,- ~ , ,. :··::: :2~6th ~19-c~ over a portioi: of Lot 10, Tract No. 
·~: ·- · -·- 847 ~ · given by the Coast Line Development Co., 

Inc. 
- ;· __ :·:. : ~ - : ~- . .:. .: ~ . •' ~ ' 

,-· .. ._,.. __ ; - . ...:...- . 
, , : -

6 ~ Easement : deed dated·· May· 23; · 195:(f for the . widefr;_ 
ing of 237th _ Street and .the so)..lth s::me-half of 
236tfr Piac·e ' eyer-~ a ._. por°tl'cm: of {;Qt :10, Tract 'No: 
8'47 gi v~ri-· ~y the · :Proi»erty ·. Managemei1 f Corp. 
- '.. . · . ..] •. . - . ,. ,, ' . ., .~ . . .. . ' - .- ~ . . " : , _ -

7. ~al:?.itary s~w~r E~s-e.l"J\~rit. deed d~t:ed :Pecemb:er 29, 
196b';~ :over a.· portiort'ti£:_,. Lbi lo', .. Tr:act No. 847, 
g:ive_i:i by t!le .. Prope.rty _M§lnagement Cs>~P· __ 

- . ~ .· - ~ . 1_ .:.-_· _ . • '. - · - · ·..: : ' . •. ~ · ~- - --·· · • 

a. E~tseme_l)t . d~~ea : d:ated March'· 3~ · 1;~i6F for the widen­
-~rig.:- of. Emerald Sfre'et= ~at Hawthcfrtie · Avenu~: .. given 
by"·1yte Elmer Williams, owner. 

9. 'Ea:S'l:ment .~ee~. ·aate'd March i4, -- ~ J~96i'f'~or>'.the . ~iaenQ 
ln.9 o=t Erne"ralcl :Street.c' a.~t . Hawthorne Avenue given 
'by !>aµl'' s thevroYe"t-; iesserer. • ~ - ' ., · ·· - · · · · 
... _ ~· -· J , .. - . , 

Counci .~~a:n .. !3ea~ley . moved _t~ accept_ the . _n_in.e. easeme.nt 
deeas' listed~.' ~ Mot"i.on, se'conde'd:.. by Councilman" Draie, · c'arried 
by unanim9'~ _5_ rpli .. ca,il ;. yot~, .. ~ :' ~: .. . · .: ·· ~ . ·- ~ . <" ._. '. ~ 

. ' .. - - - - .. ·- . - ~ . 

coMMuNrcATtoNs rRoM ·LICENSE· n:EP:ARTMENT: ~ -' : ~ - · -· .. · 
· ,· ··. - . . : - ~ .:,..~ . . . .· ' . -

Stll77 
SEwll85 

24. Requ~st.. dated .Maren 1.5 I 1961 FOR RELEASE OF. OIL WELL BONO 1227 
, _ .. _,,:, ....., • I - .... ..... '- - - - ~ • ' -. '"" ..... ... ~ .. NO. 7-:30 3694-";. Csip: D_r · llin'gL co. _·· ·, . .. . . --

- ..... - .. J;.. ~~ .. ... -::-i: -. • -:. ... ~.. I - ... ·.- ~ ,... 
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puncilman Beasley moved to release oil well bond No. 
7 , ,,94 in the amount of $500 under the provisions of Section 
19 :...lao Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead. carried by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

25. Request that VACCARO NO. 1 WELL BE DELETED FROM OIL WELL 1227 
BOND NO. 1518663, Pacific American Oil Company. 

Councilman Benstead moved to delete Vaccaro No. 1 Well from 
oil well bond 1518663 and that the bond remain in force to 
cover other wells owned by Pacific American Oil Company. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried by unanimous roll call 
vote. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION: 

26. FROM H. M. SIPPEL, CHAIR.i.'1AN OF PARK AND RECREATION COM­
MISSION REQUESTING $700 TO CARRY OUT LEADERSHIP PERSONNEL 
PROGRAM for South and North High Schools Saturdays and Sun­
days for the balance of the fiscal year. The money is now 
available for the purpose, but should be transferred from 
the General Fund. 

Councilman Benstead moved to grant the request of the 
Park and Recreation Commission to place $700 in its fund for 
the purpose stated. Motion, seconded by Councilman Beasley, 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

004 
ddl 

Pers . 

27. ILLUMINATION OF McMASTER PARK AND STUDY TO DEDICATE. 
Mayor Isen said the matter of illumination of McMaster 

Park has been referred to the next budget session. The fee 
simple title to the park property is in the City. Mayor Isen 
said if there was no objection, Assistant City Attorney Dower 
would be instructed to examine the deed and give an opinion 
regarding whether or not such procedure is feasible. Mayor 
Isen also asked that Mr Dower write to John Mulvihill, Presi­
dent of North Torrance Civic Improvement Association, telling 
him the matter is under consideration. 

1249 
Xl357 
Xl229 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM AIRPORT COMMISSION: 

28. Recommendation ~n APPLICATION OF HENRY BLACK, dba American 
Aviation Associates for leasing of Plot 13 for fixed base 
operations, plus option on adjacent plots, with copy of 
application and sketch. 

Leon Seltzer, 3860 Crenshaw Boulevard, attorney for Mr. 
Black, was present and said he would speak, if necessary. 

In answer to Mayor Isen's question as to whether or not 
this had been studied, Councilman Blount stated he is in 
direct opposition to the project; that the Airport Commission 
would do well to accept and practice the policies set up by 
the Council, specifically the restriction on the number of 
flight schools on the Airport. Mayor Isen also opposes the 
addition of more flight schools for economic reasons as well 
as the increased hazard. Councilman Benstead said there were 
many things he does not agree with: the petitioner seems to 
be writing the provisions of the contract; he disapproved of 
the corrugated fence. 

Councilman Blount said before the question is referred 
to the ~irport Committee, he would like to determine· whether 
it is actually the policy of the Council to so restrict flight 
schools and if so, the Commission should be advised in writing. 

6 . Council Minutes 
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Councilman Benstead agreed that the policy was made in good faith 
and should be strictly followed. 

Mr. Joe M. Doss of the Airport Commission appeared and con­
tended that the Commission is trying to build u9 the Airport from 
110 tie-downs as compared with 350 at a smaller airport in 
Compton. He does not believe the Council's policy of restricting 
flight schools is realistic and is against any attempt to restrict 
free enterprise. Councilman Blount said this is not the time and 
place for considering any item except the petition of Henry Black. 

Attorney Seltzer said that restriction provides neither 
safety nor profits. He felt that business at the Airport would 
grow in proportion to the number of students who learn to fly. 
As to the safety factor he asked the Council to hear the opinion 
of Slim Kidwell. Mr. Kidwell briefly stated he does not concur 
in the policy of restriction of any activity on the Airport. 

Councilman Drale spoke against the option feature. Council­
man Bradford favored free enterprise and competition. Councilman 
Beasley said he is not happy with the way the Airport is progress­
ing and agreed with Mr. Doss to the extent that he thought the 
policies should be reviewed. Mayor Isen pointed out the excellent 
safety record of the Airport. 

Mayor !sen said if there was no objection, the Black proposal 
would be referred to the Airport Committee and gave instructions 
that Messrs. Seltzer, Kidwell and the Councilmen who are not on 
the committee be advised of the time and place of meeting. There 
was no objecti_o~. 

COMMUNtCATIONS FROM C·ITY ATTORNEY: 

2.9. RE NEW 'LEGISLATION! 1111 

:Thrs· ·°is ' -a resubrnittal of 'rec.ornmendationS- ·of tbe City Manager 
a,nd City Attorney- r ega rdi-ng· leg-£s1a:ti6ri dealing with Sales Taxes I 
Civi1"'s ervice , · the B"rown:- "Jfot, ·Land Acquisition, ·and two miscellaneous 
matte r-$ . -Cfty- Mana·ge r ·St ev'ens said the.· ·Leglslciti"\fe :comtnitfee· of the 
CoU.nci l met after ·t h e agenda wa s c ompiled arid -so .did not get their 
recommendations on the regular agenda. 

~- : - . , .. '., ' - . "·' ·~ . - . ~ - - - .. ~.., _ .. : . 

As -ta: Sa1es · '.irax legis-la.·tiori/ Mr/ ·'Stevens· said the group ·agreed 
fo: oppb-se the_ ·bi1:15 list~d. : .. May9r ·Iseri though t there should be 
an · e·xcep-tion df-<·doctor-S ' . · prescfri-ptf~ons .- ·-

, .... . . .. -_ - . ' ,.. - . - . 

-- Councilman Blount tno-ved the City · of .Toirarice oppose all the 
exemptions liste~ as. Item~ l, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 under Sales Tax, 
in th.e suJJ:fe"ct ~'coiniriu'ni~'atiO-n.· - ~ The- motl.ori .wa-s seconded by '-
Coiincilmari· :Bradford:.-.' •--- -· · ·· · · · .: · · 

· .. :.: ' "- · .: :· - - ;_ ~- .... .. .. __ ' 

Co-uricil1nan Dra1e\:;ta.t·ecf:he does :riot -· believe ·· it ~is ·within· 
the~ j\irisdicti<:in of the" :council ·to pa~s -s · "C:ni to· Sacr:amento recom-' 
mendati6ns which the legi-s-:Fat-ure would have reason to believe 
were the majority opinion of Torrance citizens. Councilman 
Brad.ford :rentirided the Couric-iT that it bas· oppo_sed numerous · · 
b±-lls· which havef come :be·for'e · ·tli~ iegisTature~ · ·, Councilman Dr~a-le 
believed·i:iiis 4-iad -been do-ne onlY! :on an 'individual basis .. - · 

j· • - - - : - -i \.' .. ; .. - -··- .... : . l . --

- -Mayor Tseri· inoved an amendment to Councilman B.lount ' s motion, 
that all items except AB60 be opposed, the effect of which would 
be >to-~- g'O . on re:Cord as" ::f'a\rorfng' a- bi 11 exempting medicines from 
sales taxJ but te_lli:ng t:he legislators that we oppose the other 
exemptions at this tiro~· ~ _The rnotj_on -was seconded by Counci),.man 
Beasley._ .. - -

··, · = · · : : council -Mihutes .. -
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The amendment to the motion failed by the following roll 

call vote. 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Bradford, Drale, Vico. 

The vote on the original motion of Councilman Blount was as 
follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Blount, Bradford, Vico. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Drale, Isen. 

The motion carried. 

Mayor Isen declared a recess at 6:25 P.M. and the Council 
reconvened at 6:35. 

Following recess, Mayor Isen announced that Mr. Bob Sutton, 1000 
the new General Manager of KNX had joined the meeting and asked 
Councilman Drale to make the presentation of the perma plaque 
resolution commending KNX on its fine editorial policy. Council-
man Drale read the resolution and presented it to Mr. Sutton on 
behalf of the Mayor and Council. Mr. Sutton responded for 
Station KNX and stated it would do its best to so conduct its 
broadcasts that the City of Torrance could be proud of having 
KNX within its limits. Councilman Drale suggested that personnel 
from the station be invited to Chamber of Commerce breakfasts 
and Mayor Isen asked him to call Mr. Shawger and make the 
suggestion to him. 

The Council then proceeded with the items listed on the 
agenda. 

Councilman Blount moved that the Council oppose in principle 1111 
AB350 and AB531, as they would be in direct conflict with our 
charter and the provisions thereof have had the vote of the 
people of Los Angeles County in the November elections. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Bradford. 

After some discussion of the remainder of the proposed 
legislation, Councilman Beasley moved to amend Councilman 
Blount's motion so as to oppose all but AB893 and SB385. 
Councilman Blount approved the amendment, but Councilman Drale 
felt he did not have sufficient information to cast a "Yes" 
vote. The motion carried, as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Blount, 
Bradford, Vico, Isen. 

NOES: COUNCIIMEN: Drale. 

Councilman Beasley moved that after the Clerk has given a 
number and read the title to any resolution or ordinance on 
tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof be waived; 
reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilman the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in 
regular order. The motion was seconded by Councilman Benstead, 
and carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

30. At the request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Bramhall 
assigned a number and read title to: 

· RESOLUTION NO. 61-48 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE OPPOSING ASSEMBLY BILL 441 WHICH WOULD 
REQUIRE A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE ELECTORATE TO 
EFFECT COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT. 
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Councilman Beasley moved to adopt Resolution No. 61-48" 
Motion, seconded by Mayor Isen, carried by the following roll 
call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: 

Beasley, Benstead, Blount, Bradford, 
Vico, Isen. 
Dralea 

31. ASSESSMENT DISTRICT ON CABRILLO AVENUE 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Bramhall 
assigned a number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 61-49 

A RESOl.UTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, PRELIMINARILY DETERMINING 
THAT PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY REQUIRE THE 
INSTALLATION OF CURBS, GUTTERS AND SIDEWALKS ON 
CABRILLO AVENUE, PRELIMINARILY DETERMINING THAT 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 2804 OF THE STREETS AND HIGH­
WAYS CODE, AS AMENDED, THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT 
INVESTIGATION, LIMITATION AND MAJORITY PROTEST 
ACT OF 1931 SHALL· NOT APPLY; AND PRELIMINARILY 
DETERMINING THAT SUCH IMPROVEMENTS SHALL PROCEED 
UNDER THE TERMS AND PROVISIONS OF THE IMPROVEMENT 
ACT OF 1911" (Cabrillo Avenue Assessment District 
Noa A'll-60-2) 

Councilman Benstead moved to adopt Resolution No. 61-49. 
Motion, seconded . by Mayor I sen, carried by unanimous roll .. call 
vote • . ?"- ·-· ;_ . ' : <~: ..... -·.·cc ' " , . ··' - - -' - _·: " ,c,·c .. ; . .... , , ·:.; ; 

"'"! .:..:_;.£:.___ -~ - - :._t:,,_- - - - I ..o:a_•: i~ : b.. I_! ~~ ... ;_).'-' ·~ • J _.: "_ 

Ill 

1340 

- · City_ .Ma_nage_~ , St~v~~_s_ ca.l,led _atten~ion to th~ memorandu:m. _ 
regarding~.:.legis.l'.ative bills cons11cfej:ed· by' the· ·Couric11- Legislative 
Co~ittee ~nd re_q8~~J1_q.~_d , for_ 5~J>posi't:ion, dated March 21, 1961, 
which caMe in to·o 'Tate to be included with the other legislative 
recoltlJ!'e~9.?2t :ho_p~ o .~e-: ..r~a<;..J:rq.ntJ:l'le pr_q~i~ions of AB49~ and stated 
by this· 'bi 1-...rthe-' C:ity- w'otl'.fd C'ro-set.J.6mp"'Iete,tcontrol of its own 
employees. Mr. Stevens said there would be about five thousand 
bills in-!thi-i?_1e.g1;;(?·tive: :seision ana -passilil~ two- 'hundred -or 
three·ntmdrecf that'''a£fect" Citi~s. The League of California Cities 
will screen those as cci.refq.llY .. as _ they _can and in turn advise the 
cities what effect they would -·have and hO:w -'-the League feels about 
t1:em. ~-e~ ~e~q _s_µ_p~o.rf~ -.i _n. orqe~ , t11a~ . so~e: ~f .tl1e_:$e __ gamaging 
bills. wi:i,:1:- . !1~°- r .• ,'1?-;e l ~~S:~ci- · ~ .. ,~He -~aid· _h~ ~el1~v~.s :t .here ~::.e enough 
d~a'.!ing J:?_;i._l'_l~ _n'. tj1~- -~~~1slat.1,ve . ~?PP.t:;r _.\cr.. .... ~p-s~ · th~. ~Ci't: , one 
million dpf::-:-~~rs. a~'~?Ir. .wi~11:o.pt a.~Y. b~_ne·~·tr ·t:o· t)1e. Ci ~y ~ As 
represent:~t}~es- ?f: ::tll~ peqpl~:, ·. ~.~: ;~ey~p .. fee.~s .. J.~ .~~ . th~ duty 
of the Cq4~~~-1 _tu ,s-ru.fiy -r~~q.~· a..r-::1: on-.·tjie§3.e ~?,l~d ,tJ:at ;i.,..t i1--~ }.us duty 
to report; ·tJi~ :to_ tne,:-C0i41<;_1..,J-~d ' tn_e re,g:Xsl"at1_ye C-9);1.IDlJ:t~ee and 
make reco~~!l<tcl~i_onTs . • ~: :(t) . .-..~- P.9.~'$J.'.~J:e_ ~q_r"'Jsµc}l leqi~_l'aj:. ion to win 
by defaul:.t,., j ~t, ); s ~- -~~f'.u1~1y· W?t-cJied ~-h'-4 ac.,.~?-d q_ .,:. AB421 
was heard b'ef re · the "c~mlt(it:te'e ·drl Maren -2crtli'..ib t • ' it -'ilS not too 

...... -- - j:;' - .. l )\- T ,,-{' :: • c , - -! T t.1 . J.: :"• ; i:- i - ' - '": • ! • :- . ' . "..... , - ·-1 a te to ma'k'e- recommen at-ions. - · 1 - - - ... .... .. - .J._ - - J 

~i: _ ~: ' . ...._ '_.._.~>~13 ~ :_; i'=_!={. - ~ :: · •· ·:: .; ~· ·· •. -. · , ~ ~ - j_:-. . _ -: , ·-- i-... : r.~ I··~· - · 



32. PREPARATION OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR CABRILLO AVENUE 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT. 1340 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Bramhall 
assigned a number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 61-50 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, INSTRUCTING THE CITY ENGINEER 
TO PREPARE PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND ESTIMATES OF 
COST FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF CURBS, GUTTERS AND 
SIDEWALKS ON C~BRILLO AVENUE, PURSUANT TO THE 
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 1911, DIVISION 7 OF THE STREETS 
AND HIGHWAYS CODE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 
(Cabrillo Avenue Assessment District No. A'll-60-2) 

Councilman Benstead moved to adopt Resolution No. 61-50. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried by unanimous roll 
call vote. 

ORDINANCES: 

33. At the request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Bramhall 
presented for its second reading, and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1220 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMElilDING ORDINANCE NO. 1183 BY G'IMHTING 
A ONE SCHEDULE INCREASE TO CERTAIN CLASSit:°!CATIONS 
IN SALARY RANGE NO. 55 AND ABOVE. 

Councilman Bradford moved to dispense with further reading 
of Ordinance No. 1220. Motion, seconded by Councilman Beasley, 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

1004 
Sal. 

Councilman Beasley moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1220 at its 
second and final reading. Motion, seconded by Councilman Bradford, 
carried by the following roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCII.MEN: Beasley, Blount, Bradford, Vico. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Drale, Isen. 

Mayor Isen said when comparisons were made with other cities, 
Santa Monica, Glendale, Burbank, etc., that there were found to 
be increases to bring into line, of up to 18% within a year. 
Councilman Blount thought that applied "throughout the ranges, 
not just the top 35 positions. 

Assistant City Attorney Dower was reminded by Mayor Isen 1276 
that an opinion ·should -be presented regarding the r.etroactivity 
factor in these increases. Councilman Drale ask~ also that the 
opinion include whether the ordinance takes more than a simple 
majority in order to pass. 

Councilman Drale moved all employees in classifications under 
No. 55 be granted a 2~ increase. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Benstead, failed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Drale, Isen. 
NOES: COUNCIIl-1EN: Beasley, Blount, Bradford, Vico. 
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34. At the -request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Bramhall 1033 
presented for its second reading, and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NOo 1221 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING APPENDIX I OF "THE CODE OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" (ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE 
NO. 791), RECLASSIFYING THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED IN PLANNING COMMISSION CASE NO. 650. 

Councilman Benstead moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1221 at 
its second and final reading. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Drale, carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

35. At the request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Bramhall 1033 
presented for its second reading and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1222 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING APPENDIX I OF "THE CODE OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" (ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE 
NO. 791), RECLASSIFYING THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED IN PLANNING COMMISSION CASE NO. 669. 

Councilman Drale moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1222 at its 
second and final reading. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Benstead, carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

36 ~ At the _requ·estof Mayor _Isen, Deputy . city Clerk Br.amhall 1033 
presented for its s·econd reading and read title · to:· 

ORDINANCE- NO • . 1223 

AN oilDiN~cE oF THE .. CITY . cdUNc_IL .OF . iiia·E crTY oF 
TORRANcE AMENO:ING APPENDIX ·I OF "THE CODE OF THE 
c±TY-. o'F. ToRRNICE, 1954" (AooPTED BY oRoINANCE No. 
7 911 ~ : ~EGLA.SSJFY·!N~ . THAT 'CER'I'~.IN · J>ROPE;RTY · . 
DESCRIBED IN PLANNING COMMl:SSION CASE NO. 673. 

Councilman ·aea~ley inovecf :to ·.:adopt ordinance . N'o .:0 1223. at its 
second' and ·:fl.na.F reading ·~ . : Motion, . seconded 7by Councflman Vico, 
carried---by'«ananlmous roll cal1 : vote. . ·.' . ~ 

3i. At the req\i;est '6f 'Mayor Isen·, Peputy C:i.ty Clerk :Bramhall 1033 
present'ed for its serCond readfng and read title to: 

oRnrn.ANdE. -"No. 1224 

AN ORDI-NANCE OF THE CITY eouriclL ·oF ·Tm: 'CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING APPENi>Ix I ·o:F ·;,THE ·conE oF THE 
CITY_ Of TORRANCE:., l 954 II (ADOPTED ~y 'ORDINANCE 
N9 . 7~1 ) , RECLASSIFYING THAT CERTAlN PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED IN PLANNING COMMISSION 'CASE 'NO. 674. 

Cou·n9ilman Benstead moved fo· adopt. Ordiriarice No~ 1224 at 
;its ·second a·ria: f irtal reading. ·Motion:, ·seconded by Councilman 
Drale~. -Carried by unanimous roll call vot e . -

c'J:TY MAN,.GER Is , RE'COMMENDATIONS: .. 
. ~· - ·•· - . . . . 

38A. Personnel: THAT MARSHALL CHAMBERLAIN, BUS SUPERINTENDENT, 1039 
BE AUTHORIZED TO ATTEND AMERICAN ·TRANS:tT. ASSOCIATION REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE IN TUCSON, ARiz;ONA, April, 10, 11 and 12, ,with appropriate 
expenses pafcL _ · · 

: 
.· 

·. ~ .... 
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Expenditures: Public Wotks: for the PURCHASE OF 10' BOOM SECTION 
FOR CRANE AND APPURTENANCES, the sum of $517.40. 1042 

ADDITION TO CI.TY HALt: for the addition of telephone, clock and 
lighting outlets, the sum of $463.13. 

Councilman ~enstead moved to concur in the recommendations 1042 
of the City Manager as to items listed under Personnel and 
Expenditures. Motion, seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried 
by unanimous rbll call vote. 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

CARSON STREET IN THE VICINITY OF TORRANCE HtGH SCHOOL. 
A map was shown and studied by the councilmen• 

Mr. Healy, a resident of the corner, told of the frequency 
of accidents involving high school students at this location. 

Councilman Drale;asked about the approval of Remco which 
was granted subject, to saving some trees and City Engineer 
Noilac reported Director of Planning Powell has attended to 
tHat. Councilman Drale moved that the Department of Public 
wbrks be, instructed to proceed with the continuance of 
Carson Street through the park as per recommendation under 
Mi~cellaneous, Item 38D. The motion was seconded by Coun­
cilman Beasley. Councilman Blount asked about the twelve 
palM trees and Director of Public Works Peebles said the Park 
Superintendent had discovered that the trees are so old and 
l~rge, they do not justify saving. Councilman Drale asked 
that; there be added to his mot'iotl the condition that the trees 
be removed and saved if possible, and repla~ed with suitable 
tre~ .s. Cout;icilman , Beasley cc:>rtsented to ~he amendhl.ent and the 
fudti~n ca;r6!d by the following roll ca11 vote: 

AY!S: COUNCILMEN: ~•asl~y, Benstead, Bradford, Drale, 
I sen. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount. 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEN: Vico. 

PROCLAMATION: 

1239 

39. Mayor Isen proclaimed April 14, 1961 as PAN AMERICAN DAY 1057 
and the week of April 9 to 15, 1961, as PAN AMERICAN WEEK. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

40. Mayor Isen mentioned another item to be discussed: 
TRASH PICK-UP FOR LITTLE LEAGUE. 

1018 
XllOS 

Councilman Blount said his Little League had received notices 
from several of the companies that they would pick up trash~ 
that they had signed up with one and he suggested that the in­
quiries be referred to the licensed pickup companies for free 
pickup of Little League trash. The communication on the subject 
was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

41. City Manager Stevens reminded the Airport Committee of the 1010 
Council of the meeting at 7 P.M. this Thursday, with the Airport Genl 
Commission regarding installation of hotel-motel on the Airport. 

42. City Manager Stevens asked that a work session of the Coun- 1054 
cil be held next Monday on drainage, as there are some important 
decisions ~o be made on sumps and the adoption of priorities 
therefor. The meeting will be at 5:30 P.M. Monday, March 27th 
in Council Chambers. 

12. Council Minutes 
March 21, 1961 



115 

43. City Manager Stevens announced his intention to resign 1290 
from his position effective June 30th, the end of the present 
fiscal year. 

44. Councilman Blount said he was shocked to learn that we 
are losing a capable City Manager who has done an outstanding 
job for the City over the past thirteen and one-half years. 

45. Councilman Bradford asked what is planned to be done about 
the Youth Center. Mayor Isen said 'While Councilman Bradford 
was absent on account of illness, a communication came back 
from the Park and Recreation Commission that they could not 
decide anything until they know how the buildings are to be 
located or built on the Civic Center. Councilman Bradford 
asked for such information as is necessary in order to pre­
pare a preliminary design. City Manager Stevens offered to 
look up the communication from the Commission and place it on 
the agenda for the next Council meeting. 

46. Councilman Vico asked again regarding cleaning out the 
ditch on Halison Street. Director of Public Works Peebles 
will check on this. 

47. Mayor Isen reminded the Legal Department of the resolution 
'Which was to be prepared regarding establishment of South Bay 
State College on the Palos Verdes peninsula. Appended to the 
agenda was a letter from the City of Lawndale stating the 
context of their resolution. Mayor Isen asked that they be 
advised of our agreement and that the resolution come before 
the Council for formal consideration next meeting. 

48. Mayor Isen told the Council of a communication regarding 
the Torrance Adult Club facilities. The Club had been prom­
ised construction of a wall and roof between the two wings 
of the building. Mayor Isen moved that if it cannot be sup­
plied immediately, that it go into the next fiscal year's 
budget discussion. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Drale and there was no objection. 

49. Councilman Drale moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Bradford, carried by unanimous 
roll call vote. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 P.M. 

citid:~~nce 
APPROVED: 

Edith Shaffer 
Minute Secretary 13. 
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