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MINUTES OF TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL MEETING, OCTOBER 6, 1959 

SUBJECT MATTER PAGE 

BIDS: 
1. Bids for Overhead Doors and Heavy Equipment (to be 

opened 10:00 A.M., Oct. 7, 1959) 1 

HEARINGS: 
1. Weed Abate. Hearing #15, Res. of Intention No. 3782, 

(approved) 1,2 
Res. #3788 - adopted 2 

2. Res. Amending Civil Servo Rules & Regulations 
(to agenda for Oct. 20, 1959) 2,3 

USUAL MOTION: 2 

PLANNING MATTERS: 
1. PowelLre Third & Final Hrg., Case #594, Dan Butcher. 

(Set for 8:00 P.M. Oct. 13, 1959.) 3 

I'WITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
1. Cla,im .. Awerkamp and Interinsurance Exch. 

(Denied ~ to City Atty.) 3 
2. Sellan re Medical Bldg. Newton St. & Loy tan St. 

(Held until Oct. 13, 1959) 4 
3. Zappas re permission to place poll cards 

_ (Removed from agenda) 4 
4. Calif. Garden Clubs, Inc. re Southwest Los Angeles 

Botanic Garden & Cultural Center (Resolution to be 
prepared by City Atty.)(Res. to Agenda 10/13/59) 4 

5. Torrance Art Group re permanent recreational and 
cultural center (Rec'd and Filed) 4 

, 

COW~~ICATIONS FROM CITY W~NAGER: 
T. Miscellaneous Recommendations: 

Ex enditures: 
IBM Typewriter for Pub. Wks. (approved) 4,5 
Business Systems, Inc., payroll checks (approved) 4,5 

AIRPORT MATTERS: 
1. Powder Puff Derby(pyt. of deposit) - apprvd. 5 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC WORKS: 
Engineering Division: 
1. 1911 Act Sewer Assessment Dist. - Tract 16884 -

Prelim. Report. (apprvd.) 5 
2. Improvement Felbar Ave. & 186th St. (apprvd. for 

asphaltic berm) 5,6 
$8,500 appropriation - apprvd. 6 
Isen request for report on machine (to Peebles) 6 
Beasley re bids for asphalt & concrete - apprvd. 6 

3. Release of Subd. Imprvmnt.Bond, Tract 24330, 
Cha~ksfield Realty Co. - apprvd. 6 

Building Division 
4. Schlens re refund of 80% Plan Check & Bldg. permit 

fees, 2108 Santa Cruz Court, to Bradlo (apprvd.) 7 
5. Schlens re refund of 80% Plan Check & Bldg. permit 

fees, 6046 Pac. Coast Hy., R.& W Const. (apprvd.) 7 
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PAGE 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION: 

1. Dougan re second round increase, Sea-Aire Golf 
Course. (apprvd. ) 7 

2. Dougan re Master Plan, Entradero Sump (returned to 
Park & Rec. Comm.) 7 

RESOLUTIONS: 

1. Res. #3789 - Weed Abatement - adopted 
2. Res. #3790 - Isen letter to Konya - adopted 

IMPROVEMENT ORDINANCES & RESOLUTION: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Ord. #1130 - Single lot improvement - First Reading 
(apprvd. ) . 

Ord. #1131 - Sewer Revolving Fund - First Reading 
(apprvd. ) 

Ord. #1132 - Drainage Improvement Fund - First 
Reading - (apprvd.) 

Ord. #1133 - Amendin~ Subdivision Ord. - First 
Reading - (apprvd.) 

Res. #3791 - Engr. Standards for Subdivision - adopted 

PROCLAMATIONS: 

1. NATIONAL BUSINESS WOMEN I S WEEK 

REPORTS: 

1. Nollac re priority for signals (to Agenda 10/13/59) 
Priority Nos. 1-4, (Nollac to report) 
Participation with Redondo Beach (190th St., Inglewood 

Ave., Anza,Rindge Lane) (to Agenda 10-13-59) . 
Stevens re County Aid, Items 5,6,7 (to Agenda 10/13/59) 
Item 16, Gen. Petrol. & 190th St. . . 
Del Amo & Hawthorne, Carson & Hawthorne (Resolution 

to be drawn) 
Hawthorne, 35-mile zone (State to make a study) 

ADDENDA: 

1. Stevens recommendation, Water Dept. to remain separate 

8 
8 

9 

9 

9 

10 
10 

10 

10,11,12 
10,11 

10,11 
11 
11 

11 
12 

department - apprvd. 12 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. Stevens re organizational meeting Civic Center Impr. 12 
2. Remelmeyer re ord. regulating no. of service stations 12 
3. Blount re method of appointment, Commissions (apprvd.) 12 

City Atty. to prepare ordinance 12 
4. Blount re water problem, South Torrance 12 
5. Blount re contract for hangars, Airport 13 

City Atty. to call Mr. Anderson 13 
6. Drale re meeting of Rubbish & Trash Committee 

(set for Friday, Oct. 9, 8:30 A.M.) 13 
7. Isen re letter from Mecher et al 13 
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8. 

9. 

10. 

ll. 

12. 

13. 

Isen re use of State Emp. Retire. System Funds - to 
City Manager 

Thomasian re Rubbish Pickup (to Committee Meeting, 
Friday, Oct. 9) 

Jahn re Culver City method of Rubbish Pickup 
(to City Mgr. & Dir. Public Works) 

McMurdo re sign on City property (to Staff) 
, (to Agenda 10/ 20/59) 

Omatsu re removal of tree, 3501 Torrance Blvd. (to 
Staff and to Agenda 10/13/ 59) 

Jahn re ~ayment of bills 

ADJOURNMENT - 7:40 P.M. 
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----------------_ ...... .. . ... ... .. . 

Torrance, California 
October 6, 1959 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CI1Y COUNCIL 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a regular 
meeting at 5:30 P.M., Tuesday, October 6, 1959, in the Council 
Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California. 

Those responding to roll call were: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, 
Benstead, Blount, Jahn, Isen. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Bradford, 
Drale. City Manager Stevens and City Attorney Remelmeyer were also 
present. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Mr. Jim Hawkins, a Senior at 
South High School who will preside as Mayor on Junior Citizens' 
Day, led the salute to our flag. 

The Reverend Gerald Garlid, Pastor of the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, opened the meeting with an invocation. 

Mayor Isen reminded the Council and the audience that next 
Tuesday, October 13, 1959, is Junior Citizens' Day and that the 
Council meeting will be conducted by our Junior Counterparts. 
Mayor Isen asked City Manager Stevens to keep the Agenda brief for 
that Council meeting. 

Councilman Drale joined the meeting at 5:35 P.M. 

Mayor Isen described the Council procedures to the audience. 

Mayor Isen moved to approve the Minutes of the meeting of 
September 29, 1959. 

tl\otion seconded by Councilman Beasley, no obj ect ions, §.Q. 
2.!.£ered. 

BIDS: 

Mayor Isen announced that bids would be opened 
Chambers at 10:00 A.M., Wednesday, October 7, 1959, 

in the Council 
on the following 

items: 

~~~ 
~~~ 

Ten 
One 
and 
One 
One 

(10) to twenty (20) overhead doors; 
(1) industrial tractor complete with 
attachments; 
(1) truck with mounted A-frame; 
(1) truck with steel body. 

back hoe, loader 

City Clerk Bartlett presented the Affidavit of Publication. 

Mayor Isen moved that the Affidavit of publication be received 
and filed. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, no objections, §.Q. 
ordered. 

HEARINGS: 

1. Mayor Isen announced this was the time and place for the 
hearings on: 
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WEED ABATEMENT HEARING #15 GROUP #16) - RESOLUTION OF 
INTENTION NO. 3782, eclaring parce s lste on pages 1 
through 3 inclusive, described in said Resolution, to be 
a public nuisance, and providing for the abatement 
thereof, excepting the following parcels: No exceptions. 

City Clerk Bartlett presented the Affidavit of Posting. 
Councilman Jahn moved this be received and filed. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, no objections, so 

ordered. ----
Mayor Isen asked if anyone present wished to be heard, but 

there was rio reply. 
Councilman Benstead moved to close the Hearing. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by 

roll call vote of those present. (Bradford absent.) .. 
City Clerk Bartlett read the titles of, and assigned numbers 

to, those ordinances and resolutions shown in these minutes. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3788 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE DIRECTOR 
OF PUBLIC WORKS AND HIS REPRESENTATIVES AND 
EMPLOYEES TO ABATE THE NUISANCE LOCATED ON 
PROPERTY IN THe CITY OF TORRANCE DESC1UBED IN 
RESOLUTION NO. 3782. 

Councilman Benstead moved that after the Clerk has given a 
number and read the title--:ro-any ordinance of resolution on 
tonight's Agenda, the further reading thereof be waived; reserving 
and guaranteeing to each Councilman the right to demand the reading 
of any such ordinance or resolution in regular order. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote of those present. (Bradford-absent.) 

Councilman Benstead moved to adopt Resolution No. 3788. 
Motion seconded by Councrlman Jahn, ca;ried by the following 

roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 

Beasley, Benstead, Drale, Jahn, Isen. 
Blount. 
Bradford, 

2. HEARING ON RESOLUTION amending the Civil Service Rules 
and Regulations. Cover retter-from City Attorney Remelmeyer dated 
September 24, 1959, submitted the Resolution amending Civil Service 
Rules and Regulations by repealing Sec. 8 of Rule XIII relating to 
hours of work, holidays, vacations, sick leaves and military 
leaves, Rule XV relating to layoffs and Rule )\"1 relating to 
reinstatements and substituting new sections therefor pertaining 
to the same subjects; and amending Rule 1 pertaining to definition 
of terms, Rule VIII pertaining to employment lists and Rule XXIII 
pertaining to move-up pay. 

Mayor Isen asked if anyone in the audience wished to be heard 
regarding this matter. 

Director of Finance Scharfman Came forward. He referred the 
Council to Rule XXIII (Page 10) of the Resolution (same as Section 
8, Page 5 of Mr. Remelmeyer's letter), covering "MOVE UP PAY", 
It was Mr. Scharfman's opinion that, if the proposed Rule was 
adopted as City policy, from the standpoint of payroll certain 
standards would have to be established, For example, he said, 
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the term "higher classification" is not defined. Some of the 
questions he thought might arise were: 

(a) What is a higher classification? May, for example, a 
Junior Clerk be assigned as a Steno~Secretary at the 
discretion of the Department Head? 

(b) Must the employee so assigned meet the bulletin job 
requirements for that classification? 

(c) Should an employee be assigned to a higher classification 
only when it is a budgeted position from which the 
incumbent is absent? 

(d) Should the rate of pay in the higher classification be 
at the first, second or third step? 

(e) Can move-up pay be paid if no appropriation has been 
made in the budget, or is an appropriation necessary 
before hand? 

(f) How long mayan employee be kept in the higher classifi­
cation? 

City Manager Stevens was of the opinion that the rule needed 
clarif ication. 

It was the concensus of the Council that move-up P?Y after 
one day's work in the higher classification should be glven. 

Councilman Benstead moved that the hearing be closed. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objections, so ordered. 
Mayor Isen asked City Manager Stevens to write a memorandum 

on this so that present practices could be compared to the Rule 
as set up in the proposed Resolution. 

Mayor Isen ordered that the Resolution be held for two weeks 
for further study and that it be placed on the Agenda for 
October 20, 1959, for consideration. 

PLANNING MATTERS: 

1. A letter from Planning Director George Powell dated 
October 1, 1959, countersigned by Director of Public Works Peebles, 
requested the Council to fix a time and place for the Third and 
Final Hearing on Case No. 594, a petition of Dan Butcher, 
2371 Torrance Boulevard, for a Chang6 of Zone from A-l to R-l on 
Lot 22, Tract 3218. Tne proposed use is for singLd family 
resid~nc~s; thd prdsent use is as a riding stable. 

Mayor Isen ordered that the Third and Final Hearing b~fore 
the City Council be set for 8:00 P.M., October 13, 1959. Thert 
were no objections. 

VIRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. A Claim from Donna J. Awerkamp and Interinsurance 
Exchange of the Automobile Club of Southern California, Subrogee 
of Donna J. Awerkamp, for alleged damages to Awerkamp car in an 
accident July 22, 1959 which ~nvolved a City police car at the 
intersection of Crenshaw Boulevard. and West 182nd Street. 

Councilman Beasley moved the claim be denied and referred 
to the City Attorney. ------

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objections, so ordered. 

Councilman Bradford joined the meeting at 5:50 P.M. 
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2. A letter from Gilbert D. Sellan dated October 1, 1959, 
in regard to the Mpdical Building located at the southwest cornej 
of Newton Street an1 Loy tan Street, a portion of which extends 
onto City property. Mr. Sellan suggested to the Council that he 
be allowed to take out a revocable license for use of the prn~erty, 
and that he carry an insurance policy for $100,000/$300,000 with 
an indemnity clause protecting the City of Torrance from any 
liability on the portion of the medical building extending onto 
City property. 

Mayor Isen requested this be held over for a week so that he 
might look over the property involved, There were no objections, 
and it was so ordered. 

Mr. Sellan was in the audience, and he agreed with Mayor 
Isen's request. 

3. A letter from the Torrance Press dated September 30, 1959. 
signed by W. R. Zappas, Publisher, requested permission to place 
poll cards throughout the city. 

City Manager Stevens stated that Mr. Zappas had asked that 
this item be removed from the agenda. 

There were no objections, and Mayor Isen ordered that it be 
withdrawn from the agenda. 

4. A letter from the California Garden Clubs, Inc., dated 
September 21, 1959, and signed by Mrs. R. O. Young, Director, 
asked support in the form of a Resolution from the City of Torrance 
requesting the County Board of Supervisors to designate land owned 
by the County in Rolling Hills, known aE the Los Angeles Sanitation 
District, be set aside as the Southwest Los Angeles Botanic Garden 
and Cultural Center under the Department of Arboreta and Botanic 
Gardens. 

Councilman Drale moved that the City of Torrance go on record 
as supporting the recommendation of the California Garden Clubs, 
Inc., and that the Resolution be prepared and sent to the County 
Board of Supervisors. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, no objections, so 
ordered. --

Mayor Isen ordered City Attorney Remelmeyer to prepare the 
Resolution and to have it on the agenda for October 13, 1959 . 

5, A letter from the Torrance Art Group, Recreation 
Department, received in the Office of City r~anager on September 25, 
1959, and signed by Mrs. A. Fairchild, President, urged the Council 
,to proceed toward providing our community with a permanent 
recreational and cultural center. 

Mayor Isen stated that the Council was cognizant of the need 
for such a permanent center. 

The letter was ors!ered l:eceived and filed. 

COMl.1UNICATIONS FROM CITY MANAGER: 

L With a letter dated October 1, 1959, and headed "Miscell­
aneous Recommendations", the City Manager submitted the following 
recommendations for the Council's consideration and approval: 

EXPENDITURES: 
1. To I.B.M. Typewriter Corporation for a 17-inch, Model 

C, typewriter, for the Public Works Department, the sum 
of $444.60 including tax (Budget item). 

2. To Business Systems, Inc. for 25,000 payroll checks for 
the Finance Department, the sum of $622.70 including 
tax (Budget item). 
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Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendations 
under "Expenditures", items 1 and 2. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

AIRPORT MATTERS: 

Mayor Isen announced that Airport MatterS 1 through 9 were 
disposed of at the Adjourned Meeting of October 5, 1959. 

City Manager Stevens called attention to the fact that in 
the Adjourned Meeting the Council approved Item 2, the payment 
of deposit for the Powder Puff Derby, by concurring with the 
recommendation of the Airport Commission. He stated the 
Commission did not actually make a recommendation on this but 
sent it to the Council for action. 

In order to clarify this, Councilman Jahn moved tha~ in his 
motion to concur, he anticipated and meant that the $1,000 should 
be paid. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

45H 

City Manager Stevens asked if this money would be appropriated 
from Airport Funds or General Funds. The Council thought it 
should come from Airport Funds. . 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS: 

ENGINEERING DIVISION: 

1. 1911 Act Sewer Assessment District - Tract #16884 -
Preliminarx Report. 
A letter dated October 1, 1959, from City Engineer 
Nollac, approved by Director of Public Works Peebles, 
to City Manager Stevens, submitted a report on petition 
requesting formation of 1911 Act Sewer Assessment 
District in the area of Tract No. 16884, Location 
sketch was attached. Mr. Nollac recommended that the 
City Engineer be instructed to proceed with the 
preparation of maps, plans, and specifications for the 
construction of such sewerage facilities, and that he 
be instructed to request the Health officer to conduct 
a sanitary survey of the District. 

Councilman Beasley moved to concur with the recommendation. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by 

roll call vote." 

2. Improvement of Felbar Avenue and 186th Street. 
Letter from City Engineer Nollac dated October 1, 
1959, approved by Director of Public Works Peebles, 
to City Manager Stevens, submitted estimate of the 
cost for improvement of Felbar Avenue and 186th 
Street, and requested the Council to authorize the 
Engineering Department to proceed with this improve­
ment. Location sketch was attached. 

Councilman Jahn asked why this was going to be cement concrete 
curb, gutter and sidewalk rather than asphaltic. 

Director of Public Works Peebles replied that this was to be 
a permanent installation. Mr. Nollac commented also that on the 
north side of 186th Street along North High School property, the 
school was putting in concrete, and that we would be joining the 
school concrete with asphalt, at one point on Felbar Avenue, and 
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he did not recommend this. 
Councilman Jahn pointed out that both 186th Street and Felb : 

are dead-end streets carrying little more than pedestrian traffic, 
and he did not think money should be spent for concrete here when 
other parts of the City need it more. 

A lengthy discussion ensued on the comparative costs of 
concrete and asphalt, with Director of Public Works Peebles 
pointing out that a great deal of hand labor was used on asphalt 
curbs and sidewalks, whereas a Barber-Greene machine is used for 
concrete. 

Councilman Jahn asked if a machine had not been purchased 
by the City to be used on asphalt. Mr. Peebles replied that we 
had used a machine belonging to Norwalk Asphalt on Lomita 
Boulevard, and that we lost 2 feet of pavement in order to use 
the machine properly. Mr. Stevens commented also that this work 
was done under contract, with the contractor's machine being used. 

Councilman Jahn said he remembered the Council had voted a 
large sum of money for the purchase of such a machine. 

Mayor Isen agreed with Councilman Jahn, and he asked Mr. 
Peebles to see if we bought the machine and if so, to determine 
its location, and to report his findings to the Council. 

Councilman Orale moved to improve this location with asphaltic 
berm. -

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried by the following 
roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Orale, Jahn. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Bradford, Isen. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
Councilman Orale moved that an amount of $8,500.00 be appro­

priated from General Funds with the understanding that only the 
amount necessary will be used from the Unappropriated Reserve. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley. 
Director of Public Works Peebles asked the permission of the 

Council to approach the Edison Company to see if they might assume 
the difference in cost between asphalt and concrete. 

The Council thought this was an excellent idea, and asked 
that Mr. Peebles do so. 

Councilman Beasley asked if it would be possible to get two 
bids, one for asphalt, the other for concrete, so that the Council 
would have a comparison on the cost. . 

City Manager Stevens replied that this could be done. 
The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
Councilman Beasley moved that bids will ask for both asphaltic 

.curbs and gutters and concrete (either/or), and that they not be 
delayed by consulting with the Edison Company as to their partici­
pation but go out immediately. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

3. Release of Subdivision Improvement Bond - Tract 24330. 
Subdivider: Chacksfield Realty Company. A letter dated 
September 30, 1959, from City Engineer Nollac, approved 
by Director of Public Works Peebles, to City Manager 
Stevens, recommended release of Bond #522783, covering 
improvements in Tract No. 24330. Also attached were 
letter dated April 29, 1959, from the Park Department 
and a location sketch. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 

roll call vote. 
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BUILDING DIVISION: 

4. A letter from Lee Schlens, Sup't. of Building Inspectio~, 
dated September 29, 1959, approved by Director of Public 
Works Peebles, to City Manager Stevens recommended a 
refund of 80% of Plan Check and Building Permit fees 
for construction of residence at 2108 Santa Cruz Court, 
to be paid to Bradlo Construction Company. 

5. A letter from Sup't. of Building Inspection Schlens to 
City Manager Stevens, approved by Director of Public 
Works Peebles, recommended approval of refund of 80% 
of Building Permit Fee paid by R & W Construction 
Company for a building constructed at 6046 Pacific 
Coast Highway. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendations on 
Items 4 and 5. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried una~imously by 
roll call vote. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION: 

460 

1. A letter dated September 30, 1959, from Bernard M. Dougan, 
Chairman, Park and Recreation Commission, recommended two changes 
in the operating policy of Sea-Aire Golf Course: (a) That the 
second round of golf at Sea-Aire be increased to 50 cents and (b) the 
youth rate be increased to 10 cents a round, in order to accommodate 
more people wanting to play. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried unanimously by 

roll call vote. 

2. A letter dated September 30, 1959, from Bernard M. Dougan, 
Chairman, Park and Recreation Commission, submitted a recommendation 
for Master Planning by the Engineering Department of the Entradero 
Sump and the use of the Sump by the Torrance Baseball Council. 

Councilman Bradford questioned the necessity of a Master Plan. 
He stated that throughout the City the fathers of the children in 
the different leagues had laid out the baseball diamonds and he 
asked why that could not be done here. 

Mayor Isen stated that they wanted to know exactly where the. 
baseball diamonds should go to insure against haphazard and costly 

.development. 
Councilman Beasley commented that there was also a water 

seepage problem involved in this area that must be worked out. 
Director of Public Works Peebles stated that with all the 

outstanding projects in the Engineering Department, they would be 
unable to draw up a Master Plan at the present time. He estimated 
that it could be done probably by the start of the next baseball 
season but not in time for them to build the baseball diamonds for 
use next season. 

Mayor Isen recommended that this be referred back to the Park 
and Recreation Commission so that they would know what our 
problem is. He suggested that they could possibly Master Plan 
this area themselves with the help of an engineer. There were no 
objections, and it was so ordered. 
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RESOLUTIONS: 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3789 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE DECLARING THAT WEEDS GROWING UPON AND 
IN FRONT OF, AND RUBBISH REFUSE AND DIRT UPON 
AND IN FRONT OF CERTAIN PRIVATE PROPERTY IN THE 
CITY ARE A PUBLIC NUISANCE, AND DECLARING ITS 
INTENTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ABATEMENT THEREOF. 

Councilman Jahn moved to adopt Resolution No. 3789. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Drale, carried by the following 

roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Drale, Jahn, Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Bradford. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3790 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 
MAYOR TO WRITE A LETTER OF INTRODUCTION TO 
THE MAYOR OF KONYA, TURKEY ON BEHALF OF 

MR. FRED SPANGLER. 

Councilman Jahn moved to adopt Resolution No. 3790. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried unanimously by 

roll call vote. 

At 6:10 P.M., Mayor Isen declared a recess, with the Council 
reconvening at 6:25 P.M. 

ORDINANCES: 

Councilman Jahn moved that discussion of the Improvement 
ordinances be held until after the discussion of other matters 
before the Council, such as signals. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Drale, failed to carry by the 
following roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 

Bradford, Drale, Jahn. 
Beasley, Benstead, Blount, Isen. 
None. 

1. City Clerk Bartlett presented for its First Reading: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1130 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ADDING ARTICLE II TO CHAPTER 26 OF liTHE 
CODE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" TO MAKE UNLAWFUL 
THE DIVISION OF A LOT OR OTHER PARCEL OF LAND 
WITHOUT APPROVAL OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE 
RECORDING OF A FINAL MAP CONTAINING A RECORD OF 
SURVEY AND TO PROVIDE REGULATIONS GOVERNING SUCH 
DIVISIONS INCLUDING, AMONG OTHER THINGS, CONTROL 
OF THE DESIGN AND IMPROVEMENTS TO BE MADE ON SUCH 
LAND AND FOR THE IMPOSITION OF CONDITIONS THEREON. 
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Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of 
Ordinance No. 1130. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved to approve Ordinance No. 1130 at its 
First Reading. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried by the following 
roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Bradford, Blount, Isen. 
Orale, Jahn. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 

ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

2. City Clerk Bartlett presented for its First Reading: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1131 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ADDING ARTICLE IV TO CHAPTER 23 OF "THE 
CODE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" TO PROVIDE 
FOR A SEWER REVOLVING FUND, FOR PAYMENTS THERETO 
FOR SEWER CONSTRUCTION AND CONNECTIONS AND FOR 
DISBURSEMENTS THEREFROM FOR SEWER CONSTRUCTION, 

Councilman Beasley moved to dispense with further reading of 
Ordinance No. 1131. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Councilman Beasley moved to approve Ordinance No. 1131 at its 
First Reading. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried by the follow-
ing roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Bradford, Blount, Isen. 
Orale, Jahn. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 

ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

3. City Clerk Bartlett presented for its First Reading: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1132 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE ADDING ARTICLE IX TO CHAPTER 25 
OF "THE CODE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" 
TO PROVIDE FOR A DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT FUND, 
FOR PAYMENTS THERETO AND FOR DISBURSEMENTS 
THEREFROM FOR CONSTRUCTION OF DRAINAGE 

STRUCTURES. 

Councilman Beasley moved to dispense with further reading of 
Ordinance No. 1132. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Councilman Jahn moved to approve Ordinance No. 1132 at its 
First Reading. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried by the follow­
ing roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 

Beasley, Benstead, 
Jahn, Isen. 
Orale. 
None. 
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4. City Clerk Bartlett presented for its First Reading~ 

ORDINANCE NO. 1133 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 26.14 OF liTHE 
CODE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" RELATING 

TO SUBDIVISION STANDARDS. 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of 
Ordinance No. 1133. --

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Councilman Jahn moved to approve Ordinance No. 1133 at its 
First Reading. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

5. City Clerk Bartlett assigned a number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3791 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 3455, 
CHANGING CERTAIN STANDARDS RELATING TO 
IMPROVEMENT OF STREETS, ALLEYS AND WALKWAYS 
FOR SUBDIVISIONS AS SET FORTH IN SECTION II. 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of 
Resolution No. 3791. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Councilman Jahn moved to adopt Resolution No. 3791. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 

roll call vote. 

?.HOCLAMATIONS: 

With concurrence of the Council, Mayor Isen proclaimed the 
Weak of October 4th, 1959 through October 10th, 1959 as NATIONAL 
BUSINESS WOMEN'S WEEK in the City of Torrance. 

REPORTS: 

1. The Council was presented a report on traffic signals by 
City Engineer Nollac. 

Councilman Jahn called attention to the fact that several 
signalS, now listed on this report in a different priority order, 
had previously been designated by the Council as Priority Nos. 1, 
2, 3 and 4 by a formal motion of the Council. These intersections, 
he sald, were (a) Sepulveda Boulevard and Arlington (now listed 
as No.5 for post signals); (b) Torrance Boulevard and Anza Avenue 
(now listed as No.6); (c) 182nd and Prairie, (now listed as No. 
13); and Councilman Orale thought the other one was (d) 182nd 
and Arlington. 

Councilman Jahn said that the Council decided that instead of 
trying to go to four-corner post signals, for which the money was 
not available, to place overhead or "Chinese lantern" type signals 
in these locations until such time as money was available for the 
four"corner post signals, and that then the overhead signals would 
be moved to secondary locations to serve the same purpose. 
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Mayor Isen ordered the Engineering Department to investigate 
the original motion and proceed accordingly. . , 

Councilman Orale called attention to the fact that the CounCll 
previously had tables Item No. 2 on the report (the intersections 
of 190th Street with Rindge Lane, Inglewood Avenue and Anza Avenue) 
until such time as the City was able to finance the project. 

City Engineer Nollac stated that they had received a supple­
mental letter from the City of Redondo Beach in which they stated 
they wanted to go ahead with the intersections of 190th Street 
with Inglewood Avenue and Anza Avenue, and defer Rindge Lane 
because they are presently improving it. City Engineer Nollac 
said that they have these signals in their budget for this fiscal 
year and they feel that if they do not proceed with them they may 
not be in the budget for the next fiscal . year. Mr. Nollac stated 
further that he would like to bring this particular matter to the 
Council next week for consideration. 

Mayor Isen ordered Mr. Nollac to place on the Agenda for next 
week a report on overhang signals for the intersections which the 
Council had designated as Priority Nos~ 1 through 4 stating when 
we may expect t~em to be installed, and to bring the report before 
the Council again .s a matter of priority. 

City Manager Stevens informed the Council that on Items 5, 6, 
and 7 of Mr. Nollac's report (5. Sepulveda & Arlington; 6. Torrance 
and Anza; and 7. Crenshaw Blvd. & Carson) we have already set up a 
County project in getting $15,000 aid. Mr. Stevens said that 
these plans are ready to be checked and it might be determined 
that we could put these signals in just as fast as we could the 
overhead signals, and put them in right, and he thought we should 
explore this pos~ibility and place it before the Council next 
week. 

Councilman Blount asked if Item No. 16 (General petroleum and 
190th Street) had not been passed previously. He said that 
General Petroleum had agreed to put up $3,000 for this signal. 

City Engineer NoUac said he had talked just recently to 
General Petroleum on this matter. He said he did not believe that 
what General Petroleum had proposed for the $3,000 was in our best 
interest, and that he asked them if they would participate in a 
betterment to provide left turn movement for west-bound traffic 

464 

and widening of the pavement to provide four lanes in both directions 
at the signal. He said that General Petroleum thought this an 
excellent idea and asked that the City determine the costs of such 
a project. Engineering has prepared the preliminary plans but did 
not want to proceed until the matter was brought before the Council. 

Councilman Blount inquired as to the status of the signals 
at Del Amo and HawthQrne Blvd. (Project 68), and Carson and Hawthorne 
Blvd. (Project No. 72). 

City Engineer NoJ.,iac said that project No .. 72 originally was 
on our State Gas Tax BUdget· anc;i wastbbe done by the State Division 
of Highways. He said that the plans would be submitted to the 
State for final approval next week and that it would take about 
five weeks to get back. As soon as the plans are returned by the 
State, funds voted and an encroachment permit received, we can 
advertise for bids. Construction should start about 15 days after 
signing of the contract. 

Councilman Blount moved that a Resolution be prepared urging 
the State Highway Department to expedite this project in view of 
the record of this intersection. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen, there were no objections, and 
the motion was ordered carried. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer was ordered to Prepare the Resolution. 

-11-

October 6, 1959 
Council Minutes 



465 

Councilman Bradford inquired about the posting of Hawthorne 
Boulevard as a 35-mile zone. 

Director of Public Works Peebles stated that a request had b~e • 
sent to the State Division of Highways and that he had received a 
reply that they will make a study of the entire section of 
Hawthorne Boulevard and will notify us. 

ADDENDA: 

City Manager Stevens presented an addenda to the agenda 
whereby he recommended that the Water Department remain in its 
present status as a separate department of the City government. 

Councilman Beasley moved to concur with Nlr. Stevens' 
recommendation. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried by the following 
roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 

Beasley, Blount, Orale, Jahn. 
Benstead, Bradford, Isen. 
None. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. City Manager Stevens informed the Council that there 
would be an organizational meeting of the Civic Center Improvement 
group on Thursday, October 8, at 7:30 P.M. 

2. City Attorney Remelmeyer said that he been approached 
several times in the past year about passage of an ordinance 
regulating the number of service stations to be constructed in the 
City. He wanted to know if the Council as a body was interested 
in such an ordinance; otherwise he did not want to make a lengthy 
investigation of the legal problems involved. 

The concensus of the Council was that such an ordinance would 
not be lega 1. 

3. Councilman Blount moved that an ordinance be drawn changing 
the method of appointing members of the various Commissions. His 
proposal was that the Commissions be set up in alphabetical order, 
the Commissioners given a numerical designation, and the City 
Council be numbered by lot from 1 to 7. As vacancies arose, the 
Councilman who was No. 1 would make the first appointment, Councilman 
No, 2 would make the next appointment, and so on. Councilman Blount 
said he would have no objection to the insertion in the ordinance 
of a clause stating that upon a 5/7ths poll of the Council, an 
appointee could be ousted from a Commission. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Orale. 
Mayor Isen voiced his objections, saying that he believed the 

present method of nominating and appointing Commissioners is used 
probably in every city in the United States. 

The motion was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Blount, Bradford, Orale, Jahn. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Isen. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
City Attorney Remelmeyer was asked to prepare a draft of the 

ordinance. 

4. Councilman Blount asked City Manager Stevens if there 
was any report on the water problem in South Torrance. 

Mr. Stevens replied that on No. 2 they are trying to set up a 
meeting this week to make an offer. 

Oirector of Public Works Peebles estimated that on No.3, 
Engineering would take about 45 to 60 days. 
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5. Councilman Blount said that we have a contract for the 
building of some hangars on the Airport, and that they were waiting 
on Engineering. He asked if that would include the topo map. 

Director of Public Works Peebles said that it did; that they 
asked for 45 days, and that they have flown the flight pattern and 
have 30% complete as of last week. 

Councilman Blount asked if Mr. Anderson, with whom we made the 
contract some sixteen or eighteen months ago, was willing to go 
ahead with the Contract, stating it did not appear to him that he 
was very anxious to proceed. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer said he had not talked with Mr. 
Anderson for at least four or five months. 

Councilman Blount wondered if we should not mutually rescind 
the contract. He $aid that Mr. Anderson's excuse to him was that 
he had to have a lay-out from the Engineering Department (a level 
path). It was Councilman Blount's idea that the City Attorney 
might arrive at a no-cost mutual rescission on this contract. 

Mayor Isen asked that City Attorney Remelmeyer call Mr. 
Anderson and ask him what his intentions are, and get down to the 
matter of a mutual rescission in this conversation. 

6. Councilman Drale requested a meeting of the Rubbish and 
Trash Committee in Mr. Stevens' office, Friday morning, October 9th, 
at 8:30 A.M. He asked that Mr. Peebles be present. 

7. Mayor Isen called the attention of the Council to a 
letter to the City Council, signed by Mr. Joseph Mecher, of 25207 
Loy tan, and a number of other people, complimenting the Fire 
Department on the quick action of three firemen whQ applied 
resuscitation to Mr. Mecher when he suffered a sudden and very 
serious illness recently. 

8. Mayor Isen asked City Manager Stevens to investigate a 
court decision saying that the State Employees' Retirement System 
can loan out money to municipalities for construction purposes. 
Mayor Isen said it might be that their rate of interest might equal 
bond issue money and that it might provide a new method of financing 
projects. He stated further that the City of Redondo Beach has 
asked for similar information in an attempt to secure fun9s for 
building a new City Hall. 

Mr. Stevens said that he would investigate it. 

9. Mr. Harold Thomasian, Attorney, came to the microphone. 
He said that he represented two clients, the Torrance Disposal 
Company and the South Bay Disposal Company. He said that at the 
present time these two companies pick up by contract with individual 
parties from apartment houses and commercial establishments. 
Recently, many of their commercial establishments have been billed 
by the City for the service that they are paying for privately, and 
they have complained to the City about receiving bills. In one 
case, an exemption was obtaine~ however, the man was still being 
billed. In the other case, a store which is strictly a commercial 
establishment, the store tells his client that if they continue to 
receive bills, they will have to discontinue their service. 

Mayor Isen asked if Mr. Thomasian had discussed this problem 
with Mr. Peebles; he said that he had not, that he wanted to bring 
it before the Council so that they would be aware of the problem. 
He said that what would happen eventually would be that the private 
concerns would be driven out of business a~d that they stood to 
lose substantial investments. He said that he understood the City 
was losing money on rubbish collection and that the dump has 
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reached its capacity, while the private companies are operating at 
a profit and using other dumps, and he thought this should be kept 
in mind, 

Mayor Isen suggested that Mr. Thomasian bring his problem 
before the Rubbish and Trash Committee in its meeting Friday 
morning. 

10. Councilman Jahn asked if, before the Rubbish and Trash 
Committee meeting on Friday, Mr. Stevens and Mr. Peebles could 
meet with the City Manager of Culver City and investigate their 
trash disposal system, in which they do it totally; there are no 
exemptions. He said that it is costing Culver City 50¢ per 
household to make their collections, as compared to our cost of 
$1.20 per household. Councilman Jahn asked that a report be 
prepared for the meeting Friday. 

11. Mr. H. A. McMurdo, operator of the Fairview Automotive 
Service at 4348 W. Redondo Beach Blvd., came to the microphone. 
He said that, because his business location was off the main strip 
of Redondo Beach Boulevard, he put a sign up on a portion of land 
which he was later informed belonged to the City. He said that 
the Police had contacted him because of complaints from neighbors 
that their vision was obstructed when approaching Redondo Beach 
Boulevard. He was told that if he would raise the sign approximately 
6 feet, vision would be unobstructed and his sign could remain. The 
next day, the Police officer called again and told him that he would 
have to remove the sign, that it was on City property, and that he 
could not get a permit. He said that he later came in to see Mr. 
Peebles and was told substantially the same thing, and that he had 
come before the Council to see if it was possible to have the sign 
remain, that it was extremely important to him in building up his 
business. He described the sign as being 6' x 8', made by a 
professional sign painter, and he said that it was located in C 
zone. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer said that if it does not violate the 
zoning laws and only comes under the provisions of Ordinance 835, 
that gives the City Manager authority to grant permission to anyone 
to use City property, but if it is in violation of the zoning laws, 
a variance would have to be obtained. 

Building Superintendent Schlens said that there was no 
violation of the zoning laws, but that the City Manager would have 
to give his permission for the sign to remain on City property. 

Mayor Isen asked Mr. McMurdo if he would be willing to remove 
the sign if he were instructed to do so by the City. 

Mr. McMurdo said that if the City would give him a 30-day 
written notice, he would take the sign down immediately. 

City Engineer Noll~c asked to have this matter brought before 
the Public Works Staff meeting. 

Mayor Isen ordered that it be referred to the staff of Public 
Works and that it"beplaced on the agenda for October 20th. He 
invited Mr. McMurdo to appear before the Council then for their 
decision, and he said that the sign could remain until a decision 
was arrived at. 

12. Mr. Bob Omatsu, of 3501 Torrance Boulevard, came to the 
microphone. He said that he was having a store building constructed 
at that address, and he asked the permission of the Council to 
remove a tree which is on City property but which interferes with 
his proposed driveway. 

Councilman Benstead moved that this matter be referred to the 
staff . 
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Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Mayor Isen asked Mr. Omatsu to return next week for a decision 
on his request. 

13. 
paid. 

Councilman Jahn moved that all bills properly audited be 

r ... 1otion seconded 
roll call vote. 

by Councilman Beasley, carried unanimously by 

The meeting adjourned at . 7:40 P.M. 

Mayor of the City of Torrance 
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