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Torrance, California 
September 22, 1959 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
regular meeting at 8:00 P. M. Tuesday, September 22, 1959, in 
the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California. 

Tho~e responding to roll call were: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, 
Benstead, Blount, Drale, Jahn, Isen. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Bradford~ City Manager· Stevens and City Attorney Remelmeyer 
were also present. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Engineer Nollac led 
the salute to our Flag, during which Councilman Bradford arrived. 

O. O. Stadte, Intern Pastor of the First Lutheran Church, 
opened the meeting with an invocation. 

Councilman Benstead moved to approve the Minutes of the 
Regular Meeting of the Counci~ held on September 15, 1959, as 
written. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, no objections, so 
ordered. ----

Mayor Isen introduced Mrs. Ruth Pirotti to the audience, 
saying she will be the new recording secretary to the Council 
when Mrs. Goodwin leaves. Mayor Isen commented that Mrs. Goodwin 
has maintained an almost error-proof record at this difficult 
job. 

Mayor Isen introduced Mr. Jack Horner, the new editor of 
the "Torrance Press". 

BIDS: 

1. Mayor Isen announced that bids for steel chain-link 
fencing for Fire Station #3 had been opened at 2:00 P. M. on 
Monday, September 21, 1959, in the Council Chamber. He asked 
the City Manager if the results of the bids were ready to 
present. 

City Manager Stevens said he did not have them at this 
time. 

Mayor Isen then described the Council procedures to the 
audience. 

HEARlt\lG.S.: 

1. Mayor Isen announced this was the time and place for 
the hearing on: 

WEED ABATEMENT HEARING #13 - Group of Parcels #14, 
RESOLUTION OF INTENTION NO. 3769, declaring parcels 
listed on pages 1 through 2 inclusive, described in 
said Resolution to be a public nuisance, and provid
ing for the abatement thereof, excepting the follow
ing parcels: no exceptions. 
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City Clerk Bartlett presented the Affida vit of Posting , 
Councilman Benstead moved this be accepted and filed. 
Motion seconde,d by COUncilman Jahn, no objections, so 

ordered. 
--Mayor I sen as ked if anyone present wished to be he ard, but 
there was no reply. 

Councilman Benst ead mov ed to cl ose the He aring. 
Motion seconded by Counci lman Jahn, and carried unanimousl y 

by roll call vote;--- ----

Councilman Jahn moved that after the Cl erk gav e a number to, 
and read the title of, any-ordinance or resolution on tonight's 
agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, reserving and 
guaranteeing to each Councilman the right to demand the reading 
of any such ordinance or resolution in order, and excepting from 
this motion any ordinance or resolution having to do with the 
expenditure of money. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, and carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

City Cl erk Bartlett subsequently read the titles of, and 
assigned numbers to, those ordinances and resolutions shown in 
these Minutes. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3770 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE DIRECTOR 
OF PUBLIC WORKS AND HIS REPRESENTATIVES AND 
EMPLOYEES TO ABATE THE NUISANCE LOCATED ON 
PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE DESCRIBED IN 
RESOLUTION NO. 3769. 

Councilman Benstead ~oved for adoption of Resolution No. 
3770. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, and cartied by the 
following roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Orale, Jahn, Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Bradford. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Orale asked if we could not have steps taken to 
abate the weeds on Sartori from Torrance Boulevard to Del Amo 
along the railroad right of way. He said that is a disgrace, 
and should be cleaned. 

Mayor Isen asked if it had not been posted, saying he 
thought the Council had requested that it be cleaned some 
time ago. 

Councilman Bradford said he and the Mayor had met with 
some of the Pacific Electric representatives in January of 
this year, and they had said they would clean this up, but it 
has not been done. 

Councilman Beasley asked if we were not to landscape the 
right of way, but it was agreed that meant the right of way 
along Torrance Boulevard from Western Avenue to the intersection 
of Cabrillo. 

Mayor Isen directed that the record show that several weeks 
ago, we had asked that this right of way be posted. 

Councilman Benstead asked if this program was not to take 
care of all private property, and the Mayor said all but City 
owned property. 

Councilman Benstead said then he could see no reason for 
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all this discussion. 
Mayor Isen said the contractor should get all these areas 

posted and c leaned . 

2. Mayor Isen announced this was the time and place for: 
THIRD AND FINAL HEARING ON ORDINANCE REVISING 
APPENDIX rOF "THE CODP, Section 10 thereof, 
entitled C-2, General Commercial District, to 
add a newspaper plant to a Commercial Zone. 

City Clerk Bartlett presented the Affidavit of Publication. 
Councilman Beasley moved this be received and filed. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, no objections, 

so ordered. 
Mayo~ Isen asked if anyone present wished to be heard 

on this, but received no reply. 
Councilman Jahn moved to close the hearing. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, no objections, so 

ordered. 
Councilman Beasley moved to concur with the ordinance as 

recommended by the Planning Commission. 

' .406 

Mayor Isen questioned whether the transmittal to the Council 
gave any definite recommendation from the Commission. 

Planning Director Powell said the Commission had held the 
necessary hearings as directed by the Council. 

The conclusion of the Commission was discussed briefly, 
and the Council felt that their recommendations should be set 
forth more concisely in transmittals to the Council. 

President Lynn of the Planning Commission, who was present, 
told the Council that the Commission had felt this use would be 
permissible in a C-2 zone. 

Mayor Isen declared the motion lost for lack of a second, 
and directed City Clerk Bartlett to proceed with readi9g of the 
title of the Qrdiriante •. 

ORDINANCE NO. 1126 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE REPEALING SECTION 10 OF APPENDIX I OF 
"THE CODE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954", . 

. (ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 1094 SETTING FORTH 
THE RESTRICTIONS AND PERMISSIBLE USES IN ZONE 
C-2 GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, AND SUBSTITUTING 
A NEW SECTION THEREFOR RELATING TO THE SAME SUBJECT. 

Councilman Jahn moved to approve Ordinance No. 1126 at its 
first reading. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, and carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM PLANNING DEPARTMENT: 

1. CASE NO. 591 - Variance, Flavio Rodriquez. 
A transmittal form from the Planning Commission carried 

their recommendation fox denial of the request of Flavio Rodriguez 
for a Variance at the southeast corner of 174th Street and Prairie 
Avenue for the purpose of installing a gasoline station; an 
excerpt from Planning Commission Minutes of August 19, 1959, and 
a location sketch of the property accompanied the transmittal form. 

-3- September 22, 1959 
Council Minutes 



407 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the Planning Commi.ssion-. ---

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley. 
Mayor Isen asked if the petitioner was present, but there 

was no reply. 
Councilman Jahn asked if this site was the same where 

a previous plan, which had been refused, was to have been. 
Councilman Orale said no, this is across the street; he 

asked Planning Director Powell if that had been started yet. 
Planning Director Powell said it had not, and Councilman 

Orale asked him to check on the time limit on that Variance. 
The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

2. CASE NO. 592 - Variance, Pleasure Plumbing & Heating, 
(Tony-Brander). A transmittal form from Planning 
Commission recommended approval of request on a portion 
of Lot 11, R" O. Hickman Tract, located at 18080 Prairie 
Avenue, in Land Use Zone A-l, for the purpose of operat
ing a plumbing and heating company office and supply 
building. The transmittal from the Planning Commission 
was accompany by an excerpt from Planning Commission 
Minutes dated September 2, 1959, and a location sketch 
of the property " 

Councilman Oral e moved to concur with the recommendation of 
the Planning Commission-,,----

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead. 
Councilman Jahn asked the size of the lot, and Planning 

Director Powell said it is 39.6' by 485'. 
Councilman Orale asked if the building is not already up. 
The Planning Director said they have a house there. 
The Council looked at the sketch they had been given and 

discussed this plan briefly. 
Councilman Jahn said we should be sure they have access and 

said he could not see a driveway on the exhibit, and that he did 
not like the parking spaces as shown on the sketch, where one car 
is shown parked directly in front of the doo e. The building is too 
wide, in his opinion, for the lot. He did not think some of the 
parking spaces could be used. He said when a plan is presented 
which shows access and ample parking as well as a l-hour f:re
wall, he will withdraw his objections. 

Bldg. Supt . Schlens said the plans have not yet been pre
sented to his department, and when they are it will be required 
that they conform to the City's rules and regulations. 

Councilman Jahn said this was recommended per Exhibit A, 
and that he presumed this sketch was Exhibit A, so he would 
object. 

Planning Director Powell said the Planning Commissioners, 
when they approve a Variance per Exhibit, approve a plot plan. 
That has nothing to do with ~he building regulations. 

Councilman Drale amended his motion to concur with the 
r ecommendation of the Planning Commission subject to the 
specifications of the Building Department. 

Councilman Jahn did not like that, saying this had 
nothing to do with the Building Department specifications. 

Councilman Beasley moved a substitute motion, to refer 
this back to Planning and-Building to work out a more feasible 
plan with the petitioner, 

Substitute motion seconded by Mayor Isen. 
Councilman Bradfora-sara-rhis man had submitted a plan 

and wants to put up a building; this has come up before. 
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If an approval is contingent upon an exhibit, Councilman 
Bradford felt the Council should have copies of the exhibit 
to consider. He asked why they do not see the exhibits named. 
He felt the Council should see these. 

Mayor Isen agreed, and said this was not the first time 
the Council has expressed themselves on the question. 

Councilman Bradford said he did not want to have to 
bring this up again. 

Councilman Drale rescinded his motion and the amendment, 
with concurrence of the-seco~ 

~' ... \f . '." 

There were no objections to the substitute motion, and it 
was ordered carried. 

3. CASE NO. 593, Change of Zone, petition of Earl Stewart. 
A September 17 letter from Planning Director Poweli, 

app ro ved by W. E. Peebles, Director of Pub l ic Works, requested 
that the Council fi x a time and date for the Third and Final 
Hearing on this Case. 

There we re no objections, and Mayor Isen set Tuesday, 
October 13, 1959, at 8:00 P. M. in thiij ' Council Chamber as . 
the date, time and place for the Third and Final Hearing on 
Ca se No. 593. 

4. With a letter dated September 17, 1959, Planning 
Director Powell submitted the Planning Commission's recom
mendation for approval of the following Waivers: 

W-121, James Ford, 245 Paseo de Gracia - requesting 
permIssion to diminish 10' clearance between swimming 
pool and building to 6'6" per plot plan submitted with 
application. Building located at 213 Calle Miramar. 
(Stipulations all met). 

W-122, Mrs. C. J. Xanthakis, 1017 Teri Avenue, 
requesting 3' waiver be g~anted for the accessory 
building at the rear of the lot (Committee, Figueredo). 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission on these. 

Motion 6econded by Councilman Drale, no objections, so 
Qrdered. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. A claim from W. J. and Louise C. Ogle against the City 
of Torrance et al, for damages allegedly sustained as the result 
of flood waters flowing over plaintiff's property near 176th and 
Wil ton Place, submitted by Attorney Albert A. Albeck, 754 So. 
Spring Street, Los Angeles 14. 

Councilman Drale moved this be denied and referred to the 
Attorney. ------

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, and as there were 
no objections, it was ~rdered. 

2. The Torrance Committee for Decent Literature submitted 
a report dated September 16, 1959, signed by Dorothy Stoeckle, 
Chairman. 

Mayor Isen, with concurrence of the Council, said the 
report deserves great commendation; the Committee has done 
a splendid job. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the report. 
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Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, no objections, so 
ordered. 

Mayor Isen said this was referred to the City Attorney, and 
made the following comments upon recommendations set forth by the 
Committee: 

1) This has been a very worthwhile Committee, and it would 
be admirable if the members should organize themselves independ
ently as one of the organizatiorn in the City, with a completely 
ind: pendent group and as an independent entity, asking help from 
Government only when needed; 

2) This was referred t6 the City Attorney; 
3) That the Committee enlarge itself and perhaps adopt 

bylaws as it sees fit. 
The report was ordered filed. 

3. With a letter dated September 14, 1959, signed by 
Walter G. Mitchell, Executive Vice President, the Mahon Co. 
California Division, 2303 Jefferson St., Torrance, submitted 
to the Council the proposed compromise between their company 
and the residents north of Monterey Street. 

Mayor Isen said he understood that this letter was for 
information, but he believed that any solution agreeable to 
the residents and the company would be acceptable to the City 
Council. 

Mr. Charlton Newborn, representing the Mahon Co., said 
they had met with the residents, and as a result they believe 
they can now sit down with the City's planners and Attorney 
and draw up a proposed Variance which will contain restrictions 
and governing factors mutually acceptable to the company and 
the residents. At the meeting, the residents had submitted 7 
additional details they wanted covered, and all but one of them 
was acceptable, with a second one being acceptable with certain 
modifications. He believed the company and its neighbors are 
now seeing eye to eye. 

Mayor Isen thanked him, and said the Council would want 
to be sure the residents were represented at the meeting with 
the City's people. . 

Mr. Mewborn said that went without saying. 
Mr. Allen Moore, 1741 Elm St., representing the residents 

of the area, said they would want to be represented at · the 
meeting in question. 

Councilman Benstead said there have been several people 
who have contacted him to complain about the dust and sand 
blowing into their homes from the construction now taking 
place. He thought the company should see that this is control
led. He believed the contractor had been contacted but said he 
did not think that sprinkling would be necessary on such a small 
job. Councilman Benstead disagreed. 

Councilman Benstead moved that the City Council notify 
the contractor to keep down the dust in the area. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Orale. 
Mr. Mewborn said it had been suggested that they were in 

violation of the so-called 'smog' ordinance. 
There were no objections, and the motion was ordered 

carried. 
Mayor Isen directed the City Attorney to get to work on 

this right away. 
Councilman Bradford asked if this would not also come 

under the jurisdiction of the Building Inspector. 
Bldg. Supt. Schlens said it would; he said they have made 

several requests of the contractor, and he has been very cooperative 
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in every instance. He said some parts of this construction were 
so far from water that they were difficult to get water to. 

Councilman Benstead thought this should be done. 
Mayor Isen said this was referred to Messrs. Mewborn, 

Remelmeyer, and Mitchell to see that something is done, and 
that Bldg. Supt. Schlens should follow up on it. 

Mayor Isen told Mr. Moore if this is not cleared up within 
the next week, the Council would like to know it. 

4. A September 16, 1959, memo from the Bldg. Supt. to 
the City Manager submitted the request from the South Bay 
Daily Breeze for a temporary sign on the property they have 
bought on Torrance Blvd. 

The City Manager said they have asked that the bond 
usually required for such a sign be waived. He said Mr. 
Curry had called him and asked that. They are represented 
here tonight. 

Councilman Beasley asked if we had not required a ~nd 
from Del Amo, Sears, etc. 

The Bldg. Supt., Lee Schlens, said we had. He said 
a temporary sign such as this would not normally require 
the Council's approval, but that the waiving of the bond 
requirement would. 

Councilman Blount said he could not see that the communi
cation here requested the waiving of a bo~d. 

Councilman Blount moved to grant permission for the $1gn 
with the notation that they must comply with all the ordinances 
of the City. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead. 
Mr. Flynn, representing the Breeze, said they do ask 

that the bond be dispensed with. 
The Council was in agreement that this requirement 

should not be waived, with Councilman Jahn saying if we did 
this for one, he would favor doing it for everyone. 

Councilman Jahn said it takes about 2 weeks to get such 
a bond and costs about $10.00. 

The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote, 

5. A September 10, 1959, letter from Ben Haggott, 

4tO 

23250 Robert Road, requested the use of the center strip, 
approximately 18' w~de by 140' long in the street in front of 23250-
54 Robert Road,if paved and striped, for automobile parking. 
In his letter, Mr. Haggot explained the desirablity of this and 
that it would save the City money in the long run. 

A memo from the City Manager was appended, and reported 
this had been forwarded to the Dept. of Public Works and the 
Traffic Commission for their study and recommendation. 

Councilman Drale asked if the Council could have a 
ruling from the City Attorney as to whether this can be used 
for parking or not. He said if we can do this without any 
problems, he might approve. 

Mayor Isen said the Traffic Commission and Dept. of 
Public Work s should work on this. 

6. With a letter dated September 15, 1959, Howard S. 
Martin, 1074 So. Arroyo Parkway, Pasadena, reported on his 
probable fees for the appraisal of the Venable property, 
per conversation with the City Attorney on August 27, 1959. 

Councilman Jahn asked if this is the same man who made 
the airport property appraisal, saying he did not like the 
report received from him on .it. 
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Mayor Isen thought we should first see what we can do by 
negotiating for the property. 

The City Manager said it was his understanding that if we 
are to acquire the property, it must be by condemnation. The 
property is a part of an estate. 

Mayor Isen asked what avenues have been explored for 
obtaining the money for the property. 

The City Manager had thought we must get a price for the 
property from an appraiser first; based on the appraisal, he 
thought we might have to see 0here the money comes from. 

Mayor Isen wanted to know where the money to buy the 
property could come from. 

The City Attorney said we cannot negotiate for the property 
unless we have a sound idea of the value of the property. We 
would have no way of knowing whether the asking price is correct 
or not. 

Mayor Isen 'did not know where we would get the money even 
if we had anappraisal. 

Councilman Orale asked if the estate had not had an 
appra isa 1. 

Mayor Isen said their appraiser probably would not give us 
the benefit of his work. He did believe, however, we could check 
and see how it was filed. 

The City Attorney said that appraisal would have been 
on the property for tax purposes, and such appraisals are not 
usually for sale figures. This was made years ago. We 
could not use it in a condemnation suit. 

Councilman Beasley said when the estate was filed, this 
was an operating sand and gravel pit. Conditions are changing 
rapidly. 

Mayor Isen said he would want to know where the money 
to buy the property would come from before he approved an 
expensive appraisal. 

The City Attorney said the estate has been distributed 
to 8 heirs of Mr. Venable. We can negotiate with them, and 
if we do not arrive at an agreement we will have to condemn 
to get the property. We can only talk to the heirs if we know 
what we are talking about. 

Councilman Orale moved to refer this to the City Manager 
and City Attorney for further study and possible negotiation. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen, no objections, so ordered. 

At 8:40 P. M., Mayor Isen declared a recess, with the Council 
re-convening at 8:55 P. M. 

7. A September 16, 1959, letter from William V. Johnson 
of 20912 Avis Avenue, concerned the traffic intersection of 
Madrona Avenue and Torrance Blvd. He asked for a study of the 
intersection with a crossing guard to be assigned there or 
traffic otherwise controlled to guard the school children who 
cross the streets there. 

Mayor Isen said he thought the yellow lines denoting a 
school crossing had been painted there today. 

The City Manager said the request for a crossing guard 
should nroperly be considered by the Traffic Commission and the 
Police Department. 

There were no objections, and this was ordered to be 
referred to them for consideration and possible recommendation. 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY CLERK: 

1. With a cover letter dated September 17, 1959, the 
City Clerk submitted a proposed agreement between the City, 
the Board of Supervisors, and the State of California for the 
purchase of tax-delinquent property located within the City, 
One parcel is eligible for purchase by the City, and a copy 
of the recommendation for acquisition as made by the City 
Manager was submitted with this letter, as was a location 
sketch of the property in question, and the necessary 
resolution. 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3771 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE APPROVING AGREEMENT WITH THE BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES FOR 
PURCHASE OF TAX DEEDED LAND AND AUTHORIZING 
THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE SAID 
AGREEMENT. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of 
this Resolution, --

Motion seconded by Councilman Drale, and carried unani
mously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved to adopt Resolution No. 3771. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, and ~riied 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY MANAGER: 

1, With a cover letter dated September 18, 1959, the 
City Manager submitted the following recommendations to the 
Council for their consideration and approval: 

a, Appointment of members to the Inter-City Council
men's Committee (Sept. 16 letter from that Committee 
submitted with this, outlining the Committee's 
wishes). 

Councilman Beasley said the Committee would like to have 
all the City Council and the Mayor at their next meeting on 
Thursday, September 24 at the Huddle Restaurant at Crenshaw 
and Imperial at 7:00 P. M. 

Mayor Isen said he had an appointment at that time which 
would prevent him from attending. 

Councilman Beasley, a member of the Organization 
Committee of this group, said they are having difficulty 
getting dates which do not conflict. 

Councilman Bradford said he could not be at that 
meeting. 

Councilman Beasley said this Council should designate one 
of its members to the executive board. 

Mayor Isen said Councilman Beasley has served the group 
since its inception, and he named him to represent us on the 
executive board of the Committee. 

Councilman Beasley said he would accept this temporarily. 
Councilman Drale moved that Councilman Beasley's appoint

ment be approved by the Council. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, and carried unani

mously by roll call vote, 
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b. Air conditioning for City Hall. 
"I have discussed the matter of air conditioning the 

city hall with several firms. Assuming that the present 
duct system can be used with only very minor changes, 
informal estimates run from $12,500 to $25,000 for the 
cost of installing the refrigerator system. 

"The lowest figure that I obtained is from Mr. Varner, 
the architect for the city hall, who, after checking with 
his mechanical engineer, believes that the necessary 
installation could be made for about $12,500." 

Mayor Isen said he recognized the need for this, but he 
hoped we would be able to get by another year without it. 

Mayor Isen said in that connection, if we can find 
$4,000 he thought the request for the pump for the plunge 
which had been denied at the time o~ budget talks, should be 
considered. Their requests for the plunge had been small 
last year, and the plunge had been very heavily used this 
year. He understood that if the pump failed, the plunge would 
be out of use. He thought this request deserved consideration. 

Councilman Bradford said the Council had expected a 
report from the Public Works Dept. about the plunge needs. 
He thought it would be a real poblic service to enclose the 
plunge so it would be useful year around. 

Mayor Iseh thought that would cost about a quarter of 
a million dollars; he felt this matter of the pump should 
be thoroughly explored. 

Councilman Bradford moved that the Public Works Dept. 
make a study of enclosing theplunge so it can be used on a 
12-month basis. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Drale. 
The motion was discussed briefly, and as there were no 

objections, it was ordered carried. 
Mayor Isen thought the previous studies on this had been 

made when our Public Works Dept. was in a state of flux. 
Councilman Beasley returned to the matter of the air 

conditioning for the city hall, and said the time is coming 
very soon when we will have to have it. On some of the hot 
days of the summer, it is almost impossible for the Council 
or the employees to work on the tdp floor of the building. 
He believed the Council would have to face the necessity for 
this. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY ATTORNEY: 

1. With a letter dated September 18, 1959, the City 
Attorney submitted a report on the conflict between the Land 
Use Ordinance and Resolution No. 3455 relating to frontage 
required for building lots. 

Mayor Isen said the report bears out the report made 
to the Council by President Lynn of the Planning Commission 
at the last Council meeting. 

The City Attorney agreed. 
Councilman Jahn moved the ordinance be amended to 

include the items set forth in the next to the last paragraph 
on page 2 of the Attorney's report, which read: 

"The Council at this time should decide whether the 
frontage for the 6,000 sq. ft. lots should be 50' for interior 
lots with 60' for corner lots as set forth in the Resolution, 
or 60' for all lots as set forth in the Ordinance. The 
resolution or the ordinance will then be amended to carry out 
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t he Council's wishes", and that the Planning Commission hold the 
necess ary hearings to amend the ordinanc e . 

Mot i on seco,nded by Councilman Dra Ie. 
The City Attorney said there would have to be the necessary 

changes to take care of cul de sacs, etc. 
There were no objections, and the motion was ordered carried. 

2. With a letter dated September 16, 1959, the City 
Attorney recommended that the Council instruct him to prepare 
an ordinance repealing Sections 18.2, 18.3 and 18.4 of the 
City Code concerning the sale and circulation of crime comic 
books. 

Councilman Beasley moved to refer this to the City 
Attorney for the preparation of the necessary ordinance. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Bradford, no objections, 
so ordered. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENT OF ,PUBLIC WORKS, Engineeri!l9. Div~: 

1. With a letter dated September 17, 1959, City Engineer 
Nollack submitted an agreement approved by City Attorney Remelmeyer 
required under Ordinance No. 676. The City agrees to endeavor to 
collect certain special sewer connection fees (over a period of 
fifteen years - per Ordinance No. 676, Section 10 Ii!) and to 
rebate them to the group of four property owners who installed and 
paid for sewers along Carson St. from Maple Avenue to Flower Ave, 

The letter detailed the costs involved, and bore the approv
al of the Director of Public Works. A map of the district was 
submitted with the letter, and the necessary resolution was also 
submitted. 

The City Manager said he believed the Engineering Dept. is 
attempting to set up all reimbursement districts with a resolution. 

The City Engineer said they think the Council will have 
about one of these a week for a while. 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3772 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 'AND 
THE CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND ERNEST M. FREEMAN, 
MENDEZ J. BERTUZZI, GERSON JACOBSON, AND ROBERT SLUGA, 
INDIVIDUALS, 

Councilman Beasley moved to dispense with further reading 
of the resolution. ---

Motion seconded by Councilman Drale and carried "unani
mously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Beasley moved fox adoption of Resolution No. 3772. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, and carried unanimously 

by roll' call vote, ---

ORAL REPORT FROM CITY ATTORNEY: 

Mayor Isen said the City Attorney was prepared to give the 
Council a report on the 8.4 acres which is located at the corner 
of Pacifi c Coast Highway and Crenshaw Blvd., and which we would 
like to lease. 

-11- September 22, 1959 
Council Minutes 



415 

City Attorney Remelmeyer reported that with regard to the 
offer for the land which the Council had received from Newsome, 
Eltinge, Hoppe, Graziadio, Watt, etc . , at the meeting, he had held 
a meeting with their attorney, and aside from some technical and 
legal questions, they had raised the following points: 

a: the matter of an escape clause or option due to the 
fact that they may not be able to get mortgage financing; the 
attorney had noted that the reversionary clause was not taken 
off, even though the recapture clause had been. The question is 
whether they can get financing with that clause in there. The 
City Attorney said he knew of no way except to let them take a 
chance on this; a second way is through an escape clause where
by, after a period of time of a year or two, before the date when 
they must commence building, they can get out of the lease. We 
would have the rent for two years, and would have the property. 
The other way is by letting them have an option. Then, if they 
cannot get financing, they need not exercise the lease. The 
next question would be whether they would pay the whole $27,000 
per year during that period. 

Councilman Blount wanted to know whether Mr. Graziadio was 
empowered to negotiate tonight, saying he had not been last week. 

Councilman Orale thought all this should be presented in 
writ ing. 

The Mayor said he had thought that a firm offer was made 
here last week. He said he would accept a lease on the 150' x 150' 
corner and lease the rest of the land to someone else if they 
only wished to negotiate. 

The Attorney said point 'b' is: their attorney wanted the 
City to pay for a policy of title insurance, and it is believed 
this will cost about $945. 

The Council felt the policy of title insurance c'ould be 
arranged. 

c: the proposed lease contains the classic provision in 
our major leases that there will be no construction on the land 
until the principals submit the plans to the Council for approval. 
They ask that the~ be allowed to submit a plot plan and their 
project. design generally, and after that is approved, they be 
a l lowed to proceed. 

d: they do not wish to pay any gallonage. 
Councilman Jahn said he was not in favor of leasing the 

corner there for a service station and then trying to work out 
a lease on the rest of the land. He did not think it would 
work out well. He said that he does not like this way of doing 
bu~iness, but he i s in favor of letting someone who is willing 
to pay for it buy an option and determine whether they can develop 
the property the way the Council wants it developed. On the 
other matters, he thought solutions could be found. He thought 
the basic matter here was whether they could have an escape 
clause or option . If they are willing to pay a substantial 
fee, he would be willing to approve that, with the amount of 
time in the option or covered by the escape clause to be 
deducted from the time allowed them before they must begin 
building. He said he knows that both large and small people 
are doing business this way these days. 

Councilman Bl ount left the Council Chamber at 9:10 P. M. 
Councilman Beasley said we have had this same problem 

every time we have tried to lease this land. We don't have a 
clear title to it, and until someone finds a way to get financ
ing it is not worth anything . Someone will have to do the 
pioneering work there. If they are willing to do it, they 
will be offering a benefit to the City and he would favor it. 
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Councilman Orale said the three principles in this bid 
had made an offer on the land prior to this, and were aware of 
the reversionary clause and the recapture clause at that time. 

Councilman Blount returned to the Council Chamber at 9:15. 
Councilman Orale felt they should go along with the 

lease because they were aware of that. So far as the tit,le 
policy is concerned, he thought the City should pay it. As to 
ga 110nage, he thought all were agreed there may be some token 
payment given to the City from the gallonage because we all know 
that will be the first construction. 

Councilman Bradford felt somewhat the same way except about 
the gallonage. They are offering us $27,000 and he felt they 
knew the circumstances. ' 

Mayor Isen said they were here before, and they knew 
about the reversionary clause. ' 

Councilman Benstead agreed with Councilmen Orale and 
Bradford. He felt they had submitted a bid and they should 
go ahead with it. 

Mr. Graziadio, representing the bidder~, said he was 
empowered to speak for the group on all but the legaltechni
calities, which probably can be worked out between the two 
attorneys. They are not backing out of the deal. They are 
prepared to go ahead, but there are a few things they would 
like to discuss. As to what Councilman Orale added to this 
discussion about the reversionary clauses, he said that in 
the Los Angeles Times on August 9, our attorney had said the 
FAA had removed the recapture clause and was working on the 
reversionary clause. It had looked like he would get that 
removed too, very shortly. He pointed out that the reversionary 
clause is not allover the airport. It does not apply to the 
36 acres leased by Jefferson, Inc. 

Mayor Isen said Crenshaw Blvd. cut that off from the 
airport and it is no longer suitable for aviation uses. 

Mr. Graziadio said he understood from the City Attorney 
today that Mr. Hoppe had heard this. He said Mr. Hoppe was 
not an attorney, and this evidently had not been properly 
reported to them. The first time they had been aware that 
the reversionary clause was not removed was when the lease 
had been submitted to their attorney. They have no problem 
with financing. They are prepared to go ahead. They will 
even pay for the title insurance policy if the City will 
not. 

Mayor Isen said we would probably go at least a half 
of this. 

Mr. Graziadio said as to the 3rd item, all construction 
would be of the highest quality and the most forward-type 
of architectural design. 

Mayor Isen thought all this could be worked out as 
long as they have a master plan and follow an architectural 
pattern all the way through the development. 

Mayor Isen asked if they are willing to Sign the lease 
for $27,000 per year. 

Mr. Graziadio said they are, subject to the same terms 
of their proposal and the typewritten sheet listing the 
lGgal technicalties which was handed to our City Attorney. 

Mayor Isen said this meant there would be no option and 
no escape clause. 

Mr. Graziadio said they do not want an escape clause, but 
he did think Councilman Jahn had a good point. The group he 
represents is worth in excess of $5,000,000 qnd are engaged in 
projects of multi-million dollars in value in this country and 
others. They are business men, and certainly are not going to 
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wade into this without a title policy. As to the gallonage, he 
said they had felt that their offer of more than the appraised 
value of the land would be enough of an incentive to save the 
trouble of the gallonage, 

Councilman Blount withdrew his objection on the gallonage 
with concurrence of the rest of the Council. 

Mr. Graziadio said they feel this is a way in which th e 
City can and should participate. Thev participate in the sales 
tax and other. incomes. On the gallonage, they are strong in 
their feeling. 

Mayor Isen said he thought this could be worked out. 
Mr. Graziadio said his group was complimented by the 

Council's confidence in them. 
Councilman Jahn moved that Mr. Graziadio be instructed 

to amend the lease as submItted i.n such a way that they will 
present the Council a master plan of their development at the 
beginning, showing the general outline of the buildings, the 
height limits, and the type of materials they will use, i.e., 
used brick, stone, etc., and that this be approved or disap
proved by the Council instead of requiring separate approval 
for each individual building, . 

Motion seconded bv Councilman Orale. 
Councilman Blourit" asked if they will meet the value 

set by the lease, and Councilman Jahn said they must. 
Councilman Bea sley felt that perhaps the trip to 

Washington to"get these recapture and reversionary clauses 
removed might not have been worth while. He thought we 
should throw a great deal of effort into getting the 
reversionary clause removed. 

Mayor Isen wondered about contacting Messrs. Engle, 
King and Kuchel . 

This was discussed at some len9th, and Mayor Isen 
then referred this to the City Manager and the Airport 
Manager to follow through on this. 

There were no objections, and the motion was ordered 
carried. 

At 9:30 P. M., Mayor Isen declared a recess, with the 
Council reconvening at 9:35 P. M. 

RESOLUT IONS: 

1. RESOLUTION NO. 3773 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE RECOGNIZING OCTOBER 9TH AND 10TH, 1959, 
AS "WHITE CANE DAYS" IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Councilman Benstead moved to adopt Resolution No. 3773. 
Motion seconded by CouncIlman Jahn, and carried . 

unanimously by roll call vote. 
Mayor Isen said the President of the Torrance Lions had 

told him they had forgotten to write the letter asking for 
permission to solicit funds for charity in the City on those 
dayS . 

Councilman Orale !!lQ.~ed the permission be granted. 
License Inspector Whitacre said that it being takan 

care of and it need not come to the Council. They are 
filling out the necessary forms. 

There were no objections, and this was referred to 
Mr. Whitacre. ---
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2 0 RESOLUTION NO. 3774 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK 
TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT CERTAIN AGREEMENT 
FOR JOINT USE BETWEEN THE CITY AND MONET A WATER 
COMPANY WITH REFERENCE TO TRACT NO. 19910. 

Coun cilman Jahn moved to adopt Resolution No. 3774. 
Motion seconded by Coun cilman Beasley , and carried 

unanimously by roll ca l l vo te. 

3 . RESOLUTION NO. 3775 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK 

. TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT CERTAIN WATER SERVICE 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND GEORGE H. STEINKAMP 
AND IRENE H. STEINKAMP VHTH REFERENCE TO TRACT NO. 
19910. 

Councilman Beasley moved to adopt Resolution No. 3775. 
Motion seconded by F.ouncilman Drale, and carried 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

4. A September 18, 1959, letter from the City Attorney 
advised that copies of the proposed amendments to the Civil 
Service Rules & Regulations will be submitted to the Council 
for study with the Agenda for September 29. He said at this 
time, the Council should set a date for Hearing on the pro
posed amendments as submitted by the Civil Service Board. 

Mayor Isen asked if this Hearing is required by law. 
The City Attorney said it is not, and if such a hearing 

4tH 

is held it will be a matter of courtesy on the part of the Council, 
and at their discretion. 

Mayor Isen could see nothing wrong with it, and therefore 
set the date of a courtesy hearing on the proposed amendments 
to the Civil Service Board as 5:30 P. M. Tuesday, October 6, 
1959. 

5. RESOLUTION NO. 3776 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE DECLARING THAT WEEDS GROWING UPON 
AND IN FRONT OF, AND RUBBISH REFUSE AND DIRT UPON 
AND IN FRONT OF CERTAIN PRIVATE PROPERTY IN THE 
CITY ARE A PUBLIC NUISANCE, AND DECLARING ITS 
INTENTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ABATEMENT THEREOF. 

Councilman Beasley moved to adopt Resolution No. 3776. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Drale, and carried by the 

following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Drale, Jahn, Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Bradford. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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ORDINANCES: -----
1. RESUBMITTED: With a cover letter, the City 

Attorney resubmitted the Improvement Ordinances and one 
Resolution, as follows: 

a. Ordinance regulating the division of lots other than 
subdivision~ (hereinafter called the Single Lot 
Improvement Ordinance). 

b. Ordinance establishing a sewer revolving fund. 
c. Ordinance establishing a drainage improvement fund. 
d. Ordinance amending subdivision ordinance. 
e. Resolution changing the engineers' standards for 

subdivisions. 

Councilman Jahn said he is unalterably opposed to the 
single lot improvement ordinance; he felt it would make the 
cost of dividing a lot prohibitive, and gave his reasons in 
detail. 

The City Attorney said he was prepared to give a short 
report on this if the Council wished. 

This was discussed at some length, and it was suggested 
by Councilman Orale that this be set for 15 minutes of discus
sion just before the next Council meeting. 

Mayor Isen said it had been recommended by the Public 
Works Dept. 

The Council and the City Attorney discussed these 
items at some length, and it was agreed that the Council 
would meet here with the City Attorney to discuss these at 
5:15 P. M. next Tuesday, September 29, 1959. 

2. ORDINANCE NO. 1127 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 1117 (AS 
AMENDED BY ORDINANCE 1125) BY GRANTING A 2i25:6 
SALARY INCREASE TO CUSTODIANS. 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further 
reading of the Ordinance. ---

Motion seconded by Councilman Bradford, and carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. ---

Councilman BORsLead moved to approve Ordinance No. 1127 
at it s first reading. "'b~I'\~hk{\ ~., ~ 'N)'~I ~-"/"'-~" 

Motion ~onded by Councilman Orale, and carried by 
the following roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Bradford, 
Drale, Isen. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Jahn. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

3. The City Attorney submitted a Rubbish Ordinance 
relating to collection and disposal of rubbish and garbage, etc. 

Mayor Isen asked to hold this for a week for two reasons. 
H6 asked the City Attorney if a court case has been under way 
which ~uld affect this in any way. 

Councilman Orale said he wants to hold this until a meet
ing has been held with the Director of Public Works, who is 
away now at a conference. 

The City Attorney said the court case the Mayor must have 
referred to was held on the Glendale case, which was held and the 
ordinance as they had it was adjudicated as being constitut~onal, 
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by our State Supreme Court. Our ordinance is patterned after 
theirs. 

There were no objections, and Mayor Isen ~rdered this to 
be held until the Committee puts it back on the Agenda. 

4. ORDINANCE NO. 1128 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AMENDING APPENDIX I OF "THE CODE 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954~ (ADOPTED BY 
ORDINANCE NO. 791), RECLASSIFYING THAT CERTAIN 
PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN PLANNING COMMISSION CASE 
NO. 579. 

Councilman Beasley moved to approve Ordinance No. 1128 
at its first reading. ---

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, and carried by 
the following roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Bradford, 
Drale, Jahn, Isen. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

5. ORDINANCE NO. 1129 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AMENDING APPENDIX I OF "THE CODE 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" (ADOPTED BY 
ORDINANCE NO. 791), RECLASSIFYING THAT CERTAIN 
PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN PLANNING COMMISSION 
CASE NO. 583. 

Councilman Jahn ~oved to approve Ordinance No. 1129 at its 
first reading. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen, and carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Councilman Blount reported that he had voted "NO" on 
Ordinance No. 1128 because he did not feel he had been given 
enough information on it. 

PROCLAMA nONS: 

With concurrence of the Council, Mayor Isen issued the 
following Proclamations: 

1. The week beginning October 4, 1959, was proclaimed as 
"Fire Prevention Wee~", and all are urged to take part in 
relieving hazardous conditions and making our city a safer 
community in which to live and work. 

2. The week of October 5th through October 9th was 
proclaimed as Torrance Council Parent Teacher Association 
Membership Week, and all are requested to participate. 

3. Commenting that a Torrance firm is a leader in this 
field and should be congratulated, Mayor Isen proclaimed 
October 4th to 10th as Employ the Physically Handicapped 
Week, and urged full cooperation with this program on the 
part of all. 
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ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. City Engineer Nollac referred to an item handed to the 
Council as an addenda to the agenda, accepting for dedication for 
street purposes Lot 17 of Tract No. 15397, and naming that 
portion accepted "Calle Mayor". He told the Council that is a 
50' lot which was dedicated to the City when the City accepted it. 
Until such time as the City did accept the lot, the owner had 
reserved the right to do anything with it except to add permanent 
improvements. . We have an offer to remove the dirt from the lot, 
but to accept this we must open it as a public street. At the 
present time, we are prepared to open Anza to Calle Mayor and 
probably submit a recommendation to improve Calle Mayor to a 
full street. 

Councilman Jahn suggested that we should be paid for the 
dirt, asking what we are getting for the dirt being taken from 
Palos Verdes Boulevard. 

Mr. Nollac was not sure, but thought it was about 10¢ a 
yard. 

Councilman Jahn thought we should get at least that much 
for it . 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to the following resolution, 
submitted with the addenda: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3777 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ACCEPTING FOR DEDICATION FOR PUBLIC 
STREET PURPOSES LOT 17 OF TRACT NO. 15397, AND 
NAMING SUCH ACCEPTED PORTION "CALLE MAYOR". 

Councilman Beasley moved to adopt Resolution No. 3777. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, and carried unanimously 

by roll call vote. 

2. The City Manager gave the Council a brief preliminary 
report on the Walteria Lake drainage problem. He said he had 
held a meeting Friday with the people vitally interested to 
discuss whether we should go to the tunnel or sump there. He 
thought the key to this is whether the Flood Control District 
will let us spend the funds for a tunnel instead of a sump. 
He said he had talked to Mr. Salsbury, the Chief Engineer, who 
had said the basic rule is whether the ultimate solution would 
accomplish the same purpose. There is no question the tunnel 
would get rid of the water, but it would not serve to aid in 
water conservation. Mr. Salsbury will be away. but the City 
Manager said he has set up a meeting with the other top 
people of the Flood Control District to discuss this. He 
believed it was the consensus generally of those people that 
if this job is to proceed without a great delay, which would 
probably be not less than a matter of years, we had better follow 
here the plan approved on the bond issue, He gave considerable 
detail about the reasons the sump would serve the various 
purposes better than the tunnel, and said he thought it is felt 
we had better proceed with it. 

Councilman Bradford said he was sorry to have missed that 
Friday meeting. He asked how the sump would conserve water, and 
the City Manager explained the methods of percolation planned. 

3 , City Attorney Remelmeyer asked that the Councilmen give 
some study to the improvement ordinances. 
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4. The City Attorney asked if the Councilmen would save 
those ordinance, saying the duplication of them takes much time. 

The Councilmen agreed to do so. 

5. Councilman Beasley nominated Robert H. Vroman, of 3217 
Carson Street, FAirfax 8-8712, to the Traffic Safety Council. 

6 . Councilman Beasley reported regarding the recent 
ceremonies for .the final widening of El Segundo Blvd. He said 
after the ground breaking, several of those present, including 
Messrs. Telford and Templin of the State Highways Dept. had 
joined in lengthy informal discussions. He feels that a gre~t 
deal of interest is being shown in the development of Anza from 
Rosecrans south and the development of another freeway which 
will roughly follow the course of Century Blvd. As a result of 
the discussions held, and the information discussed,' he feels that 
the 14 miles of the San Diego Freeway from Culver City to Harbor Free
way . will be complete by 1963, and the Harbor Freeway will be comp
lete from 190th St. south very shortly. He believed the Council 
would also be interested in more information which will be forth
coming after the Highway .Commission meets within the next week. 

7. Councilman Bradford referred to Ordinance No. 1117; 
he said he had remarked last week that there are a number of 
inequities in it, . and he said he hoped to take this up with 
the City Manager before this comes back. He asked who writes 
the ordinances. 

them. 
The City Attorney said his department writes most of 

Councilman Bradford said he would like to see this set 
up by department instead of by classification in alphabetical 
order as it was done. 

The City Attorney said his department had followed the 
form prepared by Mr. Bone, the Assistant City Manager. 

Mr. Bone said he had followed the format of previous 
ordinances. 

Councilman Bradford did not like that. He thought 
it would be better to have this set up by department, so 
some method of comparison was available to the Council. 

Mr. Bone said the sala~y survey had been made in just 
that way, and it could be presented to the Council. 

It was agreed this change in presentation would be 
made after the discussion with Mr. Stevens. 

8. Councilman Orale asked about the signal at l74th 
and Arlington, saying he would bring this up every week 
until he knows when the signal will be th~re. 

Bldg . Supt. Schlens said the permit has been issued, 
however, it had been planned to put a 12" sign on Arlington, 
but the State said a 12" sign can be placed on the State 
Highway but not on the local street. As soon as that is 
revised, he thinks we can go to bid. 

9. Councilman Orale asked what is being done to 
complete Arlington across 203rd Street. 

The City Manager said if Mr. Peebles had been here 
tonight, it had been his intention to go right down the 
priority list and make a full report on this and other 
street matters. However, he was able to report that he 
had tried to set up a meeting with officials of the Pacific 
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El ectric, but it had not been possible to do so; they had asked 
for a letter from him, and he has written two. 

Mr. Stevens said this could be accomplished in two ways; 
we could cross as we have crossed the Santa Fe or in the same 
way we granted Santa Fe the easement to cross Madrona. He 
said he had no reply so far from the Pacific Electric to either 
letter he has written. He hoped that next week he could report 
to the Council on the status of their plans. 

Councilman Orale said if we do not get an answer, he 
thought we would be within our right to cross the right of way; 
they ha ve no tracks there anyway. 

10. Councilman Jahn said about a hanging signal for Sepul
veda and Arlington, as well as for several other locations. They 
have not been installed. He wants to know by next week what is 
going to happen, and when those signals will be put up. 

11. Councilman Orale said the school district has put in 
the curbs, gutters, and sidewalks at. the Lincoln .School on 
Arlington between 166th and the channel. The street is in a 
terrible condition there, with the trees actually in the 
street. He asked for a report on this at the next meeting. 

The City Engineer said this would be checked. 

12. Councilman Jahn said it had been rumored that the 
Turkish Ambassador was coming to Torrance, but he had been 
informed reliably today that this is not true. 

13. Councilman Jahn said he understood some money had 
been set aside to fence all the parks in the city. He was not 
sure this would be appropriate. He knows the work is ready to 
begin at El Retiro. He believed this would make the situation 
worse instead of better. Pe believed the money could be used 
to better ~dvantage by developing some of our new parks. He 
asked that plans for this fencing, bids, or whatever they may 
be, be held until the wishes of the people are known. 

The City Manager said the money had been set aside for 
the fencing of Seaside and El Retiro sumps. This was a 
special appropriation. 

Councilman Jahn wanted all this stopped until we have 
had some hearings on it. 

14. Mayor Isen recalled the vacancy on the Inter-City 
Highways Committee for a lay member, and said he had told 
Mr. Jim Becker, manager of the local office of the Southern 
California Gas Co. office at 1340 Post Avenue, and Mr. Becker 
has agreed to serve us in that capacity. He said Mr. 
Becker lives at 19309 Entradero. 

There were no objections, and the City Clerk was 
directed to notify Mr. Becker of this appointment. 

15. Mayor Isen appointed Mr. Eugene W. Egpert of 
1744 Greenwood as his second appointee to the Civic Center 
Development Committee. 

16. To fill the vacancy on the Planning Commission, 
Mayor Isen nominated Mr. Halsted of 374 Palos Verdes Blvd., 
a builder. He said Mr. Halsted would, as a building contractor, 
balance the Commission. 
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17. Councilman Bradford said he would like to nominate 
Dan Barnard to fill the vacancy on the Planning Commission. 

18, Councilman Drale said he had nominated Mr. Byrnes 
for that vacancy. 

19. Mayor lsen said there have been several nominations, 
and in his opinion this should be discussed privately. He said, 
however, that Mr, Halsted is very well qualified, t.hat there is 
a realtor on the Commission now, and that this will accomplish 
a balancing effect. 

20. Councilman Drale moved all bills properly audited 
be paid, 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, and carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:20 P. M. 

APPROVED: 

A. H. Bartlett, CIty Clerk of the CIty of 
Torrance, California 

Mayor of the CIty of Torrance 
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