
MINUTES, TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AUGUST 18, 1959 

SUBJECT MATTER: 

BIDS: 
-l-.-Bids for City-owned property at Bailey Dr. & Arnie 

opened; sold to North Torrance Civic Impr. Assn. 
for sum of $1,700.00 

2. Announcement of bid opening for Slurry Seal Truck 
Unit and 7-9ang Mower August 19 at 10:00 A. M. 

PLANNING MATTERS: 

Pag,e ,,, 
y , 

Page No. 

1,2 

2 

1. CASE NO. 583: Change of Zone, Steinkamp. 
Third & Final Hearing set for Aug. 25, 1959, 8:00 P. M. 2 

2. W-1l2, Waiver, Wm. R. Crow, approved 3 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
1. PUC re negotiations w/Narbonne Rancy Water Co. #2-

(referred to City Mgr. et al.) 3 
2. PUC re AT&SF application for spur across Mi;lple and 

Madrona (held for negotiations by Mr. Peebles) 3,4 
3. League of Calif. Cities re AMA memO re highway improve-

ments in cities (to City Mgr. for letters) 4 
4. F. G. Bonelli re "Bonelli Plan" (position reaffirmed) 5 
5. D. H. Trowbridge re raffle for Sou. Torrance Lions(filed) 5 
6. J. J. Barton, resigning from Intercity Highway Committee 

(filed, to City Clerk for appropriate letter) 5 

3041~ 

7. Civil Service Board re education requirements for Asst. 
to Dlr. of Public Wks . (Held for consideration later) 5,10,-12 

COMlvlUNICAT IONS FROM CITY MANAGER: 
1. ]111 s cellaneous Recommendat ions: 

EXPENDITURES: 
a. Police Motorcycles (2) @3,798.12 (approved) 
b. Model S2A Radar Speedmeter etc., $1,512 . 52 (approved) 
c. Employment of Actuaries, $692 (approved) 
FOR DISCUSSION: 

6 
6,7,20 
6, "7 

a. KeeRing Plunge Open to October 4, 1959. (approved) 
b. Possible purchase of venable property (to City Mgr.) 

2. Momo re "Hetirement Costs" (approved at 7.992%) 

7, 
8 
9 

3. Memo re Sick Leave Home Visits, job description for 
(,i.ty POl:~)nn("l [')urs(;; (both approved) 

~, M~mo re Part-time Minute Clerk (npproved) 

CO/V1MUtJICATIONS FROM DEPT. OF PUBLIC WOHKS: 
r.-Re·port from Director re job description fOI' "Assist,Hlt 

9 
10 

to Director of Public Works", Item 7 under Written Communi
r;:lt:Lons considered (Ori<;:Ji.nal job description apPl'oved, 
written exam ordered) 10,11,12 

2. Report re Gaiwood & Leach Packers (accepted, recom-
menrl~tion of Dir. of Public Wks. re Garwood approved) 12 

3, r:!'CU!ilI·l :1" ii. fUf DDol'oval of bid of California Brush 
Co. I no. JIl, on prdJ:~li~A··-FfB·ER (approved) 12 

L~~.L1 d l!J.9... D el?.t~_ .. Lt~: 
'1. J. l[aratackus request for sign (held fOl: i.nformation) 12,13 
5, S'Wood Construction Co. request to erect sign (approved) 13 

Page 1 
Index 
Aug. 18, '59 



~---... 

~ . .t 

COUNCIL MINUTES, AUGUST 18, 1959 

Index 
Page 2 

SUBJECT MATTER: Page No. : 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION (Cont'd.) 
2. Recommendation to accept stove for McMaster Park 

from Mothers' Club (approved) 13 
3. Recommendation that stoves from auditorium be used 

in park buildings (approved) 13,14 
4. Recommendation for Public Wks. to study plans for new 

pump & water refill at plunge, cost about $4200 to 
$5,000. (To Director of Public Wks.) 13,14 

RESOLUTIONS: 
1. No. 3755, 

( adopted, 
2. No. 3756 

(adopted~ 

ORDINANCES: 

re sale of old City Hall to Home Svgs. & Loan 
deed signed) 
re destruction of papers by Chief of Police 

1. No. 1021, 2nd rdg., re Case No. 573 (ado~ted) 
2. No. 1022, Urgency, re tax xates (adopted) 

REPORTS: 
1. Office of City Clerk re Vandervalk claim 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
a. Councilman Jahn re cost of plunge (to Dir., Public Wks.) 
1. Councilman Jahn re $48,000 for Redondo Bch. Blvd . 
2. City Mgr. re El Camino meeting 
3, Peebles re La Romeria Park fence 
4. Chamberlain re shuttle s$rvice during strike (approved) 
5. Cnclmn. Beasley re Inter-City Highways Committee trip 

to Sacramento (approved, $150 expenses) 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

Cnclmn. Beasley re membership on Inter-City J-iwys. Comm. 
Cnclmn. Blount re Mayor's invitation to Khruschev 
Cnclmn. Bradford re Dairy Committee report 

14,15 

15 

15 
16 

16 

14 
17 
17 
17 
17 

17,18 
18 
18 
18 

Cnc1mn. Bradford ra putting Airport under Dept. of 
Public Wks. (held over - to City Mgr.)· 18,19 

10 .. Dower ra Federal Aid to Airports 19 
11. Cnclmn. Bradford re Mayor's invitation to Khruschev 19 
12. Cnclmn. Orale re Rubbish Committee report(to next Agenda) 19 
13. Cnc1mn. Orale re County Library Bldg. here (to Library 

Commission) 19, 20 

14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 

19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 

Cnclmn. Jahn re time limit policy on Commissions (apprvd.)20 
Cnclmn. Beasley re radar for Police (approved) 20 
Cnclmn. Orale re salary increas for City Clerk (deferred) 20 
Cnc1mn. Jahn re impending vacation 20 
Cnclmn. Jahn ra Mayor's invitation to Khruschev(apprvd) 21 
Cnclmn. Bradford re appointees to Civic Center Development 
Committee: Dick Fitzgerald of Chamber of Commerce, 

Pete White of Torrance Electric Co. 21 
Cnclmn. Blount re aPPOintees to Civic Cntr. Devel. Comm. 21 
Cn~lmn. Beasely re appointees . to Civ~c 'Cntr. Devel. Comm. 21 
Mayor Isen re Babe Ruth Baseball League Playoffs 21 
Mayor Isen re resignation of R. S. Morris from Park & 
Recreation Commission, appt. of Ambie Schindler 

23. Mayor Isen re duties of Civic Center Developm~nt Comm. 
21 
21,22 
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COUNCIL MINUTES, AUGUST 18, 1959 

SUBJECT MATTER: 

QBAL CQMMUNICATIONS: (Coot'de) 

24. Mayor Isen re invitation to Khruschev 

Index 
Page 3 

Page No,: 

30f; · 

25. Mrs. Mary Ann Haslett re invitation to Khruschev 
22,23 
23,24 

ADJOURNMENT - 8:10 P. Me 24 
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Torrance, California 
August 18, 1959 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

The City Council of the City of Torrante conv~ned in a regular 
meeting at 5:30 P. M.Tuesday, August 18, 195~. in the Council 
Chamber,City Hall, Torrance, California. 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett were: 
COUNCILMEN:. Beasley, Benstead, Drale, Jahn, Isen. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Blount, Bradford. City Manager Stevens and Assistant 
City Attorney Dower were also present , 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Mrs . Margaret Clarke led the 
salute to our Flag. 

The Reverend Dehn of the First Baptist .Church op.ened the 
meeting with an invocation. 

Councilman Jahn moved to approve the Minutes of the meeting 
of the Council of August 11, 1959, as written. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, no objections, so 
ordered . 

Councilman Blount joined the meeting at 5:31 P. M. 

Mayor Isen expressed to the Director of Public Works, Mr. 
Wade Peebles, the sympathy of the Council about the broken arm 
Mr. Peebles recently sustained. 

Mayor Isen described the Council's procedures for the 
benefit of the audience. 

BIDS: 

Mayor Isen announced that: 

1. This was the time and place for the opening of bids 
for the sale of a portion of City-owned property 
located on the south side of 180th Street, between 
Bailey Drive and Amie Avenue. 

City Clerk Bartlett presented the Affidavit of Publication . 
Councilman Benstead moved this be received and filed. 
Motion seconded~y Councilman Jahn, no objections, so ordered . 
Mayor Isen ~sked if any bids had been received, and the City 

Clerk reported there had been one. He opened and read a bid from: 
North Torrance Civic Improvement Association, for Parcels HAH, 
HBH, and HCH together, in the amount of $1700.00 . There was a 
statement on the bid to the effect that their 'check #226, in amount 
of $170 . 00, had been received by Finance Dept. 7-20-59, City of 
Torrance official receipt #13969'. This bid was signed by 
Margaret H. Clark, President. 

Mayor Isen announced that if there were any oral bids for 
this property, they must be at least 10% higher than the writt~n 
bid received, and he called for further bids. 

There were none. 
Councilman Drale m£ved this bid be accepted and all others 

be rejected. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley . 
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Mayor Isen asked the City Manager if there had been an apprais
al on the property, and the City Manager replied there had not. 

Councilman Orale thought this was a good and fair price, saying 
the property was an oddly-shaped piece of land. 

The City Manager said there had been a water well on that 
land. 

The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote of those 
present (Bradford absent). 

Councilman Benstead moved this money be earmarked for the 
Park & Recreation Departme~ 

Motion lost for lack of a second. 
Councilman Orale said he would like to see this money go 

for improvements on the Civic Center site. 
Mayor Isen thought it should go for the expansion of the 

Ci ty Hall. 

Councilman Bradford joined the meeting at 5:35 P. M. 

Mayor Isen suggested the money be used for capital improve
ments, saying this could help in many ways. 

Councilman Orale thought this could be used for something 
like the fence recently needed at La Romeria park. 

Councilman Benstead moved this money be used for capital 
improvements. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

Councilman Orale asked to have the necessary papers drawn on 
this, and Assistant City Attorney Dower said he would follow 
through. 

2. Bids would be opened in the Council Chamber, City Hall, 
at 10:00 A. M. Wednesday, August 19, 1959, for: 
SLURRY SEAL TRUCK UNIT (one only), & SEVEN GANG MOWER, 
TRUCK MOUNTED (one only). 

City Clerk Bartlett presented the Affidavit of Publication. 
Councilman Benstead moved this be received and filed. 
Motion seconded by CouncIlman Jahn, no objections, so 

ordered. 

PLANNING MATTERS: 

1. CASE NO. 583: CHANGE OF ZONE, George Steinkamp. 
With a letter dated August 13, 1959, Planning Director 

Powell requested that the date and time for the Third and 
Final Hearing be set on this Case. 

There were no objections, and Mayor Isen set August 25, 
1959, at 8:00 P. M. as the date and time of the Hearing, 
which will be held in this Council Chamber. 

Councilman Orale said he would want to be sure whether 
this covered the entire 'Salm property'. 

Mayor Isen asked him to set up an appointment with Mr. 
Salm ,any time except Friday this week, preferably in the 
morning. 

Councilman Orale said he would do so, and would like to 
have someone from the North Torrance Civic Improvement Associa
tion at the meeting. 
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Torrance, California 
August 18, 1959 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

The City Council of the City of Torrance conv~ned in a regular 
meeting at 5:30 P. M. Tuesday, August 18, 195~, in the Council 
Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California. 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett were: 
COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Drale, Jahn, Isen. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Blount, Bradford. City Manager Stevens and Assistant 
City Attorney Dower were also present. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Mrs. Margaret Clarke led the 
salute to our Flag. 

The Reverend Dehn of the First Baptist .Church op.ened the 
meeting with an invocation. 

Councilman Jahn moved to approve the Minutes of the meeting 
of the Council of August 11, 1959, as written. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, no objections, so 
ordered. 

Councilman Blount joined the meeting at 5:31 P. M. 

Mayor Isen expressed to the Director of Public Works, Mr. 
Wade Peebles, the sympathy of the Council about the broken arm 
Mr. Peebles recently sustained. 

Mayor Isen described the Council's procedures for the 
benefit of the audience. 

BIDS: 

Mayor Isen announced that: 

1. This was the time and place for the opening of bids 
for the sale of a portion of City-owned property 
located on the south side of 180th Street, between 
Bailey Drive and Amie Avenue. 

City Clerk Bartlett presented the Affidavit of Publication. 
Councilman Benstead moved this be received and filed. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objections, so ordered. 
Mayor Isen ~sked if any bids had been received, and the City 

Clerk reported there had been one. He opened and read a bid from: 
North Torrance Civic Improvement Association, for Parcels "A", 
liB", and "C" together, in the amount of $1700.00. There was a 
statement on the bid to the effect that their 'check #226, in amount 
of $170.00, had been received by Finance Dept. 7-20-59, City of 
Torrance official receipt #13969'. This bid was signed by 
Margaret H. Clark, President. 

Mayor Isen announced that if there were any oral bids for 
this property, they must be at least 10% higher than the written 
bid received, and he called for further bids. 

There were none. 
Councilman Drale ffi£ved this bid be accepted and all others 

be rejected. 
Motion seconded by Councilmar Beasley. 
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Mayor Isen asked the City Manager if there had been an apprais
al on the property, and the City Manager replied there had not. 

Councilman Orale thought this was a good and fair price, saying 
the property was an oddly-shaped piece of land. 

The City Manager said there had been a water well on that 
land. 

The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote of those 
present (Bradford absent). 

Councilman Benstead moved this money be earmarked for the 
Park & Recreation Departme~ 

Motion lost for lack of a second. 
Councilman Orale said he would like to see this money go 

for improvements on the Civic Center site. 
Mayor Isen thought it should go for the expansion of the 

City Hall. 

Councilman Bradford joined the meeting at 5:35 P. M. 

Mayor Isen suggested the money be used for capital improve
ments, saying this could help in many ways. 

Councilman Orale thought this could be used for something 
like the fence recently needed at La Romeria park. 

Councilman Benstead moved this money be used for capital 
improvements. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

Councilman Orale asked to have the necessary papers drawn on 
this, and Assistant City Attorney Dower said he would follow 
through. 

2. Bids would be opened in the Council Chamber, City Hall, 
at 10:00 A. M. Wednesday, August 19, 1959, for: 
SLURRY SEAL TRUCK UNIT (one only), & SEVEN GANG MOWER, 
TRUCK MOUNTED (one only). 

City Clerk Bartlett presented the Affidavit of Publication. 
Councilman Benstead moved this be received and filed. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objections, so 

ordered. -

PLANNING MATTERS: 

1. CASE NO. 583: CHANGE OF ZONE, George Steinkamp. 
With a letter dated August 13, 1959, Planning Director 

Powell requested that the date and time for the Third and 
Final Hearing be set on this Case. 

There were no objections, and Mayor Isen set August 25, 
1959, at 8:00 P. M. as the date and time of the Hearing, 
which will be held in this Council Chamber. 

Councilman Orale said he would want to be sure whether 
this covered the entire 'Salm property'. 

Mayor Isen asked him to set up an appointment with Mr. 
Salm any time except Friday this week, preferably in the 
morning. 

Councilman Orale said he would do so, and would like to 
have someone from the North Torrance Civic Improvement Associa
tion at the meeting. 
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2. W-1l2. WAIVER, William R. Crow, 21420 Madrona Ave.; 
an August 13, 1959 letter from the Planning Diretto~ 
contained the recommendation of the Planning Commission 
for approval of the application for a rear yard waiver 
with certain stipulations. 

Councilman Beasley moved to concur with the recommendation of 
the Planning Commission. --- ' . 

Motion seconded by Councilman Orale. 
Councilman Benstead did not think the oil well at the north 

of this property had anything to do with this Case, as the well 
,can be removed at any time. 

Mot ion carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Blount, Bradford, 

Orale, Jahn, Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. With a letter dated August 6, 1959, the Public Utilities 
Commission of the State of California asked the status of the 
City's negotiations to acquire the Narbonne Ranch Water Company 
No.2. 

Mayor Isen suggested that the City Manager should answer this 
letter, saying he did not know of any negotiations to buy this 
company. 

Councilman Jahn thought that the Superintendent of the Water 
Department might have talked to them, but that was all. 

Councilman Jahn moved that negotiations be entered into and 
that the Supt. of the Water Dept., A. E. McVicar, contact them on 
this. Motion lost for lack of a second. 

CouncilmaiiBeasley said about a third of the area served by 
this company is in the City of Torrance, and he moved that the 
City Attorney, the City Manager, and the Supt. of the Water Dept. 
look into this and report back here. 

MayotIsen suggested this also be considered by the Water 
Commission. 

Councilman Beasley accepted the suggestion as a part of his 
motion. 

Motion ~~ded by Councilman Orale. 
The City Manager asked if he should answer the letter and 

say that we are planning to negotiate, and was told that he 
should. 

2. With a letter received in the office of the City. Manager 
on August 4, 1959 (undated letter), the Public Utilities Commis 
sion of the State of California submitted a copy of Application 
No. 41325, a request of the AT & SF Railway Co. to construct, 
maintain and operate a track across Madrona Ave . . and Map~e Ave. 
in Torrance. In the letter, the Commission asked fo'r .the City's 
position with respect to the proposal. 

An August 13 comment from the City Manager was appended, 
stating that maps would be presented at the Council .meeting on 
this, and that the Director of Public Works had approved the 
spur track as indicated in the request. '. . 

Councilman Orale moved to concur with the · Director 6f 
Public Works. -- . ., 

Councilman Jahn said in some similar cases we had been billed 
for signals, crossing signs, etc. 
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Councilman Drale said he would amend his motion to specify 
that we bear no expense for the costs involved in this or in the 
required crossing safety measures~ 

Councilman Jahn wanted to know what this would entail before 
he voted on it. 

The Director of Public Works told the Council that under their 
franchise with the City, we have agreed to participate in crossing 
signs. 

Councilman Beasley said in view of that, he would ~ to 
deny this petition. 

Councilman Benstead asked if this was the only way they could 
serve that industrial area, and the Director of Public Works 
said it is. 

Mr. Peebles, the Director of Public Works, said the AT & SF 
will donate 15' of their right-of-way on the west to the City for 
the widening of Madrona. 

Councilman Beasley said the traffic on Madrona is very heavy 
and so is that on Maple. He thought the traffic signals should 
be a part of their installation. 

Councilman Jahn did not favor denial, but he thought that the 
Director of Public Works should negotiate with the Santa Fe to 
see if we could not be absolved from paying for the crossing 
signals and signs. 

Mayor Isen referred to Paragraph 9 of the $anta Fe application, 
and asked what they meant by saying 'Applicant proposes to protect 
each crossing by two 'etc. 

Mr. Peebles said he would have to check into it. 
Councilman Bradford asked if we have a precedent set so that 

we would have to share in the responsibility and expense. 
Mr. Peebles said under the franchise with AT & SF, they can 

put this in whether we are in agreement or not, and we will have 
to share the safety installation costs; he repeated that they have 
agreed to dedicate to the City 15' of their right-of-way for the 
widening of Madrona so we will not have to go to condemnation. 

Mayor Isen declared that all previous motions on this had 
been lost. 

Councilman Jahn moved to table this for two weeks so Mr. 
Peebles can attempt to negotiate on the questions raised here. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, no objections, so 
ordered. 

3. An August 11, 1959, letter from the League of California 
Cities, signed by Patrick Healy, Jr., transmitted information 
received by them from the American Municipal Association about 
the financing of highway improvements in cities. 

Councilman Beasley said he would like to have letters go 
from this Council to our Congressmen and Senators asking 
them to do all in their power to m~intain the freeway construc
tion at its present rat~ without taking any sides in this. 

Councilman Orale suggested we go along with the action as 
suggested by the AMA in their memorandum. 

Councilman Beasley thought if the City Manager would write 
the letters that such action should be required. He explained 
that a l¢ gas tax had been reported out of Ways & Means, and we 
do not know the conditions attached thereto. 

Councilman Jahn asked if the City Manager would write the 
letters for the individual Councilmen to sign as he has done before. 

The City Manager said he would, and was told by the Mayor 
that these letters should go to everyone indicated in the memo 
before the Council. 
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4 . An August 5, 1959, letter from Frank G. Bonelli of the 
Board of Supervisors contained his comment upon the stand taken by 
the Board of Directors of the League of California Cities in the 
matter of re-apportionment of the State Senate. Supervisor Bonelli 
deplored their "no . action" recommendation, and asked that the Council 
consider supporting such re-apportionment. 

Councilman Drale thought we should go on record again as being 
in support of the re-apportionment. 

Mayor Isen said we are and have been on the record as support
ing this plan. 

Councilman Drale thought we should reiterate our stand. 
Mayor Isen asked if anyone had changed their thinking on this, 

but got no reply. 
Mayor Isen stated, for the record, that the Council wished to 

re-affirm their position on this, saying they are in favor of re
apportionment. 

5. A letter from Doughlas H. Trowbridge, (undated) received 
in the office of the City Manager on August 14, requested, on 
behalf of the South Torrance Lions Club, permission to raffle off 
a boat and tow it through the streets of the City in such raffle. 
The funds raised in this manner would be used for civic betterment 
and charity within the City. 

Councilman Benstead moved to grant the request. 
Mayor Isen said he was worried about this, questioning whether 

it would be permissible. 
Councilman Blount also questioned this. 
Assistant City Attorney Dower said the License Inspector, 

Gale Whitacre, had referred this to the Chief of Police; Chief 
Bennett, in turn, had referred it here. They plan to erect 
small tables in front of two parking squares, and of course there 
is a remote possibility of public liability. 

Mayor Isen said he questioned this because it might be 
construed as condoning a raffle. 

Assistant City Attorney said if there is a ticket, price, 
and chance, there is a raffle or lottery; there is no lottery 
if anyone of those three elements are missing. 

Councilman Jahn moved the letter be filed. 
Mayor Isen suggested that this be without prejudice, so if 

they wish to change their application they may. . 
There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

6. With a letter (undated) received in the office of the 
City Manager on August 13, 1959, Mr. John J. Barton submitted 
his resignation from the Intercity Highway Commission. 

Councilman Beasley moved this be accepted and filed, and 
an appropriate letter of thanks be sent to Mr. Barton by the 
City Clerk. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, no objections, so 
ordered. 

7. An August 14, 1959, letter from the Civil Service 
Board, signed by W. C. Bradford, Secretary, concerned the 
recommendation of the Civil Service Board to change the 
education requirements only, experience requirements to remain 
unchanged, for the 'Assistant to the Director of Public Works'. 

There were no objections, and this was ordered held for 
consideration at the same time as a letter from the Director of 
Public Works concerning this same job. 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER: 

1. With a letter dated August 13, , 1959, the City Manager sub
mitted the following recommendations for the Council's considera
tion and approval: 

EXP END ITURES : 
a. That authorization be 9iven for the purchase of two 
fully equipped (less radio) Harley Davidson police motor
cycles for the sum of $3,798.12, from the Rich Budelier 
Co., 2531 So. Main St., Los Angeles. These items are 
included in the 1959-60 budget. Harley-Davidson Co. is 
the only major producer of police motorcycles and competi
tion or price reductions cannot be obtained when purchases 
are less than 5 in quantity. 

b. That authorization be given for the purchase of one 
Model S2A Radar Speedmet~r and acc.ssories for the sum 
of $1,512.52, from the Econolite Corp., 8900 Bellanca 
Ave., Los Angeles. This item is included in the 1959-60 
Police budget. This model is currently in use throughout 
Southern California and the Econolite Corp. is the only 
distributor. 

c. To Coates, Herfurth & England, Consulting Actuaries, 
the sum of $692 for Actuarial services, as required by 
Section 20127 of State Employees' Retirement Law, in 
connection with investigation and valuation of Agency's 
contract provisions as of June 30, 1958, and proposed 
amendments, if any, as requested in contract SERS Ret; 
Form 424. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with Item "a", the purchase 
of two motorcycles. -----

Motion !!£ond!£ by Councilman Beasley, and £~rried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendation on 
Item lib", the purchaseOT'the Model S2A Radar Speedmeter and 
accessories. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen. 
Councilman jaM asked what this would do for us,and what that 

sum of money, $1,512.52, would buy. 
Lt. Don Nash of th~ Police Dept. said radar. antenna, speed 

indicator, traffic recorder, etc. He said this would be a complete 
unit. 

Councilman Jahn asked what it would accomplish. 
Lt. Nash said it can be used when we have complaints about 

excessive traffic speed to check, to help install realistic 
speed limits, etc. He said this would be installed in a car. 

Councilman Jahn asked if the car could be used when the radar 
was not in use, and Lt, Nash said it can. He said this will be 
installed in the trunk of the car, and the unit can be taken out 
and stored. 

Mayor Isen asked if we will be able to erect traffic control 
signs saying 'speed checked by radar' if we buy this, and Lt. 
Nash said we can. 

Councilman Beasley asked what the attitude of the courts had 
been towards tickets issued on radar information, and Lt. Nash said 
there had been only one test case given under this unit, and it had 
been in Pasadena and it was beaten there. Lt. Nash said we will use 
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this in public relations work as well as in traffic control, 
Councilman Jahn asked the City Manager when we will hire our 

traffic engineer, and the City Manager said at the present time we 
are recruiting for this. The classifications have been approved, 
and he thought in about a month we would have an eligible list. 

Councilman Jahn thought this might be good for public relations 
and might be used in setting realistic speed limits, etc" however, 
he thought it would be of no value until we have our traffic engineer, 

Councilman Jahn moved to table this until we have a recommenda
tion on it from the traffic engineer we hire. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Blount, and carried by the 
following roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Blount, Bradford, Jahn. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Orale, Isen, 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
Councilman Beasley said he favors having this, but until we 

have more realistic speed limits and the traffic engineer, he did 
not feel this was a necessary item, 

Councilman Orale said the member.s of the Traffic Commission 
feel that on those streets where traffic moves very fast it would 
be a real help to have the radar check signs; it is their belief 
that speed would be cut down, and this belief is supported by the 
evidence in cities where this is used, 

Councilman Jahn agreed with Councilman Orale on most points 
concerning this radar unit, but he felt that speed alone is not 
our entire answer to traffic problems. He said he felt that 
'invisible signals', corners not signalized, etc" contribute 
greatly to the many traffic problems in our city, He felt the 
purchase of this unit should be deferred until we hire the 
engineer we have allowed for in the budget, and then go about 
solving our traffic problems scientifically, 

Councilman Orale felt that to save one life would be worth 
this expenditure, 

c, Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the City Manager's 
recommendation that the consU-TUng actuaries be employed at a 
sum of $692.00, as outlined in Item "c ll • . 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley. 8Gd carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

FOR DISCUSS ION: 
i'. keaijlng-vIcto:r E, Benstead Plunge. On .• ~t; .. ·.I."L through October 4, 

I~5-, _._-- -- - .=.r.:. _. -

Lasty'iir the pool closed down at the openlng of the school 
term. There was a substantial demand for the pool to remain 
open for a few weeks after the opening of school. Mr. Van 
Bellehem believes that the additional income will off-set 
the additional expense of remaining open for the 3-week period 
beyond normal closing (supporting material submitted), 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur, saying this meant unless 
we get cold weather befori-rfiin, and if we do the pool should close, 

Mr, Van Bellehem, who was present, said this would be done. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, and carr.ied by the follow-

ing roll calI vote: ----
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead. Orale, Jahn, Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Bradfor.d. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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b. Possible Purchase of Venable Property at the 
South End of Hawthorne Avenue. 

Consideration should be given to the possibility of purchasing 
the Venable Property west of Hawthorne Avenue and south of Newton 
Street. A portion of the property is currently used as a gravel 
pit. The property might be used advantageously by the City 
as a source of material, a dump and finally a park. If the 
Council believes this matter is worthy of consideration, I v.ould 
recommend that an appraisal be made of the property and that 
negotiations be opened for its purchase. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the City Manager about 
this. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley. 
Councilman Drale said there is a spur track running along our 

present dump, and he wondered if we could not contact the Santa Fe 
and ask them if they have ever considered transporting the rubbish 
from such sites on gondolas or covered box cars, and depositing it 
where they have a lot of vacant property, possibly filling canyons 
with it. If such an arrangement could be made, he pointed out, we 
would not have to buy any additional propery. He believed this 
idea should be pursued. 

The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote, 
Councilman Orale repeated that he believed his suggestion 

about hauling the rubbish away should be followed up. 
Councilman Beasley said no matter where they took it in 

California, they would be required to 'cut and cover'. 
Director of Public Works Peebles pointed out that the County 

Sanitation District had made extensive studies of the feasibility 
of such a plan as Councilman Drale suggested, and they had found 
it would not be economically feasible. 

2. An August 13, 1959, memorandum from the City Manager on 
the subject of 'Retirement Costs' reported that: 

"Attached is a communication submitted to your Honorable Body 
on July 6,' 1959, concerning retirement costs. It was indicated 
at that time that supplemental reports, showing the cost of 
possible amendment, i.e., "Widows and Orphans Clause", would 
follow. 
"Attached are reports A and B, indicating additional costs 
for possible amendments. Report B contains the so-called 
Widows and Orphans Clause, which would provide one-half 
continuance of retirement benefits. Paragraph 31: 
Safety Members: One-half continuance upon death after 
Retirement. 
"The inclusion of this provision requires an increase in City 
contributions from 7.992% of members' salaries to 10.152%. 
indicating an additional cost to the City for the 1959-60 
budget of approximately $76,000. It has not been indicated 
what the additional cost to the individual Safety Member 
would be. To cover this additional cost would require a tax 
increase of approximately 4¢." 

A copy of Mr, Stevens' memorandum on 'Retirement Costs', dated 
July 6, 1959, was submitted with the above memo, as were other 
sheets of supporting data. 

Councilman Jahn asked if the 4¢ tax increase was included in 
the Ordinance on tax rates to be considered tonight, and the City 
Manager said it was not. 
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The City Manager explained to the Council the increase outlined 
here. 

Councilman Jahn asked if this 7.992% would cover us, and the 
City Manager said it would. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the City Manager's 
recommendation under the first actuarial survey, at 7.992%. 

Motion seconded by' Councilman Blount, and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

3. With a letter dated August 13, 1959, the City Manager 
tendered to the Council a report on Sick Leave Home Visits, as 
the Council had requested at their last meeting. 

The City Manager had distributed to the Councilmen a job 
description on a City Personnel Nurse. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the City Manager's 
recommendation that tne:nurse be hired and the appropriate 
description of her duties which accompanied this last week 
be approved. 

Councilman Beasley seconded the motion. ' 
Councilman Benstead said he would agree if the job descrip

tion was amended to read 'make home calls when requested'. 
Councilman Jahn declined to amend his motion. 
Councilman Bradford aSKed what would cause the nurse to 

make a home call, and the City Manager said a report would have 
to come from the Department Head that a member of the Department 
was out of the office from illness. 

Councilman Bradford said the Department Head would not know 
an employee was ill unless the employee called in. 

The City Manager said actually' hat is being sought here 
is the adoption of the classification, which has been adopted by 
the Civil Service Board. 

Councilman Jahn said that is a part of his motion. 
The City Manager said this is needed so we can recruit 

for the position. 
Councilman Beasley felt that the use of the nurse is a 

management ,function, and if the Council thought management 
was abusing it, or the rights of employees, the Council could 
and would take action and soon. He added that he would be the 
first to object to taking a police attitude towards a person 
who was ill, but he thought in many cases a person would be 
affected by this. He wished the Council had been giveh reports 
by some of our Department Heads on what sick leave practices are; 
he felt sick leave to be a privilege, and not a right, and he 
knew it was a good thing for the employees to have. 

Mayor Isen agreed, but said he did not like the 'snooping' 
provision. He wished this could have been written some other 
way. 

Mr. Charles Hogan, 2847 - 8th Street, Los Angeles, and 
employee of the AFL-CIO, representing Local 1135, the City 
Employees' union, asked the duties of this nurse, saying he 
would like to know whether or not a great deal of judgement 
would be placed in the opinions of a registered nurse. He 
doubted whether a Department Head would be qualified to make 
a good analysis of the nurse's reports. 

Councilman Jahn explained to Mr. Hogan that the nurse would 
not report to the Department Head, but to the Personnel Head, 
the City Manager. 

This was discussed fUrther, and the motion carried by the 
following roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 

Beasley, Blount, Bradford, Jahn. 
Benstead, Drale, lsen. 
None. 
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At 6:20 P. M., MayO~ Isen declared a recess, with the Council 
re-convening at 6:30 P. M\ 

4. With an August 14, 1959, memo regarding a Part-Time 
Minute Clerk, the C~ty Manager reported: 

''It is hereby recommended that effective September 1, 1959, 
the position occupied by Mrs. Bernice Goodwin be changed from full
time permanent classified to part-time permanent classified. The 
position is titled Stenographic-Secretary. She will continue to 
be paid at the estalished hourly rate of $5 per hour for night 
Council and Planning Commission meetings with a minimum of $7.50 
per meeting and at the rate of $2.54 per hour for transcription 
time. All work will be done at the City Hall. 

"At the present time Mrs. Goodwin is assigned to taking and 
transcribing minutes of City Council, Planning Commission and 
Airport Commission meetings. During the past six months, she has 
averaged 23 hours per month of night meetings for which she has 
been paid $5 per hour in addition to her regular salary for a 
40-hour week. Transcription of minutes during the day has not 
requir~d her full time, so additional miscellaneJus duties have 
been ossigned. 

IIIf this recommendation is adopted, she will be paid only for 
those hours required to take and transcribe minutes of the City 
Council and Planning Commission meetings. Airport Commission will 
be handled by the Stenographer in the Airport Department. It is 
anticipated that her miscellaneous duties can be assigned to some
one in a lower pay rate resulting in a savings to the City of 
about $145 per month. 

'~This change has been requested by Mrs. Goodwin. Her letter 
is submitted for your informat ion. II 

Mayor Isen, on behalf of the Council, expressed to Mrs. 
Goodwin their appreciation for her excellent work with the 
Minutes. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the City Manager. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen, and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS: 

1. With a letter dated August 11, 1959, and addressed to 
the City Manager, Wade Peebles, Director of Public Works, 
stated his opposition to the job description for "Assistant to 

. the !)irector of Public Works", (Item K-2, Council Agenda, 
August 11, 1959). 

Mayor Isen referred to Item J-l on tonight's Agenda, 
saying it had been carried over to be considered with this 
letter from Mr. Peebles. 

Mr. Peebles recommended in his letter that 'the proposal of 
the Civil Service Board be denied, and that the original require
ment for experience and education be accepted on the basis that 
it is more rigid and will require a person to be more highly 
trained than that as recommended by the Board. Also, I recom
mend that this be an unassembled examination. ' 

Councilman Jahn said he agreed with the Board on some 
points, and Mr. Peebles on others. 

Councilman Bradford was inclined to agree with Mr. Peebles 
on this, since we are asking for an 'Assistant to the Director 
of Public Works', and not an 'Assistant Director of Public Works'. 
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He pointed out that there is a great deal of difference here. 
Councilman Beasley did not favor unassembled examinations. 

He feared we would be leaving ourselves open to the accusation 
that we are 'tailor-making' jobs. He did agree with Mr. Peebles 
that the first two years of College work are largely preparatory. 

Mayor Isen suggested dividing this into two parts, the 
education requirements in one and the examination in the other. 

Councilman Orale felt this was simply creating a classifica
tion to give more pay to the person doing this job. 

Mayor Isen said perhaps the person would be doing more work 
in this job. 

Mr. Peebles said all he has now is a public works inspector. 
Councilman Bradford said the State will accept 4 years of 

experience in lieu of two years of college. . 
Councilman Benstead said when he was on the Civil Service 

Board, the head of the County Board was here often and he had 
continually said if a man could pass .an examination, he could 
do the job regardless of his education or lack of it. 

Mayor Isen said we had eliminated the education requirements 
when we called for an Assistant City Attorney, because a man who 
worked hard and passed the State Bar was as qualified as any other 
man who passed the examination. . 

In reply to a question, Assistant City Attorney Dower said 
he was a graduate of Northwestern University. 

Councilman Orale said Kroeger & Associates are paid to develop 
the classifications and they had recommended these requirements. 

Councilman Bradford said they had given an examination which 
he understood was ridiculous. 

Councilman Bradford went on to say he was opposed to 
Kroeger & Associat$s because he 'did not like the tests they 
give. 

Councilman Jahn said if a man could pass the examination -
and he agreed that the one in question must have been difficult -
he would not object if he were not a college man. 

Councilman Jahn moved to eliminate the requirement for two 
years of college and to substitute for it on-the-job experience, 
but he said he was against the unassembled examination. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley. 
Councilman Jahn said the original job description for this 

had allowed substitution of two years of experience f9r each 
year of college. 

, C. L. Bone, Assistant City Manager, said the original job 
description would be the one which would stand. 

Councilman Blount agreed, saying it is the one dated 
August 6. 

J. M. Simmons, a City employee, requested that regardless of 
how this is written up, it be written so that journeyman plumbers 
and steam-fitters would be required. 

Councilman Bradford did not believe journeymen are trained 
today. and Mr. Simmons said they are in his trade. 

Mayor Isen said the requirements would be sifted thoroughly. 
Councilman Jahn read the job description which he had before 

him, which allowed for work to be substituted for college. 
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
Councilman Jahn moved that the City Manager contact Kroeger 

and that a written examination be given to cover the field of 
Assistant to the Director of Public Works instead of for an 
engineer capable of building a dam. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Bradford, who said Kroeger 
should be notified that the City is paying for this and should 
be treated courteously in the matter. 

-11- August 18, 1959 
Council Minutes 

320 



321 

Mayor Isensaid he had heard some talk about the questions 
in the recent examination; he said some did feel the exa~inations 
were unreasonable. 

Mr. Peebles said in the recent examination the written part 
of the test had counted for 40 or 50%, and had to be passed before 
an applicant could take the oral examination. It had been given 
at a very high academic level. 

Councilman Blount said if we are going to have rules and 
regulations and examinations, we should have them right down the 
line. If the examination is for a position requiring a parttcularly 
high degree of skill, we would be better off with a person having 
that skill. 

Councilman Benstead asked if this will bean open examination, 
and Mr. Peebles said it would. 

There were no objections, and the motion was ordered carried. 

2. With a letter dated August 13, 1959, the Director of 
Public Works gave the report concerning the costs of operation of 

-Leach and Garwood packers, as requested by Councilman Benstead at 
a previous meeting. . 

Councilman Benstead was satisfied with the information,,'and 
moved to concur with the recommendation of Mr. ,Peebles that the 
Garwood load packer be accepted and that we proceed with the 
purchase of same as soon as possible. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, and carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

3. ACCEPTANCE OF BID: With a letter dated August 10, 1959, 
the Director of Public Works informed the Council that bids were 
opened for PALMYRA FIBER in the Council Chambers at 1:00 P. M. 
August 7, 19'59. 

Mr. Peebles recommended that the contract be awarded to 
CALIFORNIA BRUSH CO. of Los Angeles, in the amount of $980.39, 
tax included. 

Councilman Beasley moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the Director of Public Works. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote • 

.B.uild :.ng Department Items: 

4. An August 6, 1959, letter from John Haratackus requested 
permission to install a double-face pole sign per design submit
ted. 

A memo from Lee Schlens, Supt. of Bldg. Inspection, was 
appended and recommended approval of the sign as indicated. He 
went on to explain the conditions under which he would not recommend 
approval of the sign, and said he would request a letter from the 
owner concerning the use of the rest of the land before the permit 
is issued. 

Councilman Orale moved to concur with the recommendation of 
Mr. Schlens. 

Councilman Jahn asked if he included all stipulations, and 
Councilman Orale said he did. 

Councilman Jahn seconded the motion. 
Councilman Beasley said he would like to have addresses shown 

on these applications in the future. 
Mr. Schlens said this sign is for the restaurant being built 

on Hawthorne Blvd. just north of the intersection of Torrance and 
Hawthorne Blvds., on the east side of the street. It is a tall 
sign, he said, with small letters and stars, which will not flash. 
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Mr. Schlens presented the sketch of the sign. 
After a brief 'discussion,it was agreed to hold this matter 

for a week for more information. 

5. An August 11, 1959, letter from Southwood Construction Co. , 
signed by Don Wilson, requested permission to erect a single-face 
12' x 24' sign on the NE corner of Henrietta St. and Torrance Blvd. 
to be used in connection with their Tract No. 17203. 

A memo from Lee Schlens was appended recommending approval 
of this sign, and reporting that the required bond has been 
submitted to the Building Department. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur in full with the 
recommendation of Mr. Schlens. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, no objections, so 
ordered. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION: 

1. In a letter dated August 14, 1959, Bernard M. Dougan, 
Chairman of the Park & Recreation Commission, reported on the 
offer of donation of a shuffleboard at McMaster Park by the 
McMaster Park Mothers' Club. They have offered a donation of 
$150 for the construction of one shuffleboard. Specifications 
had been drawn up, and a copy of the estimated cost of the 
courts is attached. 

Mr. Dougan reported that the delay in acceptance of this 
gift had been caused by waiting to have information on the 
specification and cost. 

Mr. Dougan reported that the Commission recommended that 
the gift be accepted from the McMaster Mothers' Club and that 
the City Council match $150 of the City Money to complete the 
desired two courts. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommen da
tion of the Park & Recreation Commission. 

Motion seconded by Councilnan Beasley. 
Councilman Jahn asked the City Manager if we had the 

money, and the City Manager said it would have to come from 
the Unappropriated Reserve. 

The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

2. With a letter dated August 14, 1959, Bernard M. Dougan, 
Chairman of the Park. & Recreation Commission reported an offer 
from the McMaster Mothers' Club to donate a gas stove to the 
City to be used at McMaster Park, in their recreation kitchen. 

The Commission recommended that the donation be accepted. 
Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation 

of the Park & Recreation Commission. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Drale. 
In reply to a question, Mr. Van Bellehem said there are 

two kitchens at that park, and that the stove from the old 
auditorium can be used in one of them and this stove in the 
other. 

There were no objections, and the motion was ordered 
carried. 

3. With a letter,dated August 14, 1959, Bernard M. Dougan, 
Chairman of the Park & Recreation Commission, transmitted their' 
recommendation that the stoves in the old auditorium be used 
at McMaster and other park buildings in the City. 

4. With an August 14, 1959, letter, Bernard M. Dougan, 
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Chairman of the Park & Recreation Commission, transmitted their 
recommendation that the Public Works Department be instructed 
to examine and study the plans for installation of a new 
circulating pump and installatiqn of an automatic water refill, 
and with the approval of the plans, that this work be done at 
an approximate cost of between $4,200 and $5,000. 

Councilman Beasley moved to concur with the recommendation 
contained in Item 3. 

There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

Councilman Beasley moved to refer Item 4 to the Public 
Works Director. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen. 
Councilman Jahn said it seemed to him that we have been 

spending a lot of money on the plunge, which gets very heavy 
use during the summer months but almost every second or third 
meeting he thought the Council was asked to approve an expendi
ture for the pool. He wondered if a total were made of all the 
money spent on it what th~ total would be. He said he would like 
to know how much we have spent on it since the original cost of 
the pool. 

Councilman Benstead said it serves more children than any 
other part of our recreation program; he felt we should have 
had two pumps in there all the time. 

Councilman Blount said both Councilman Jahn and Councilman 
Benstead were right. 

Mayor Isen asked Mr. Peebles for this request of Councilman 
Jahn's, saying the Council would like to know the entire cost 
of the pool. 

Councilman Bradford asked if the Engineering Dept. or the 
Public Works Department had made a check on the pump to see if it 
is adequate, and said he would like to have that information. 

Councilman Beasley said regardless of the expenditures there, 
he thought the income from the pool would pay for the improve
ments. 

Mr. Van Bellehem said it would not. 
Councilman Jahn said it hardly pays the salaries of the 

people who work there. He agreed that the pool is very heavily 
used, but until we decide how to get more use from it, he felt 
we were spending too much money there. 

Councilman Benstead thought we should ask the school to 
join us in making the pool useful on a year-around basis. 

There were no objections, and this matter was referred 
to the Director of Public Works. 

RESOLUTIONS: 

1. Mayor Isen pointed out that the one of these two 
Resolution presented tonight which was to be consideted was 
the one identified by the date "August 18, 1959", shown in 
the upper right corner of the first sheet. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3755 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO 
EXECUTE AND ATTEST A GRANT DEED CONVEYING TO HOME 
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS 
LOTS 18, 19, 20, 21, AND 22, BLOCK 15 OF THE TORRANCE 
TRACT, EXCEPTING THEREFROM THE SOUTHWESTERLY 30 FEET 
OF LOT 18 (OLD CITY HALL). . 
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Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with fu~ther reading 
of Resolution No. 3755. 

Motio~ seconded by Councilman Drale, and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3755 
Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, and carried unanimously 

by roll call vote. 
City Manager Stevens told the Council that time is apparently 

of the utmost importance to the buyers in this casej and they would 
appreciate it if the deed were signed tonight. 

Assistant City Attorney Dower had the deed, which he presented 
to the Mayor, who signed it. 

A representative of Home Savings & Loan Association was 
in the audience concerning this. 

2. RESOLUTION NO. 3756 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE APPROVING THE DESTRUCTION BY THE CHIEF 
OF POLICE OF CERTAIN PAPERS UNDER HIS CHARGE 
WHICH ARE NO LONGER REQUIRED TO BE RETAINED. 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading 
of Resolution No. 3756 . 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Resolution 
No. 3756. -----

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

ORDINANCES: 

1. With a cover letter dated August 12, 1959, the City 
Clerk submitted for its second reading Ordinance No. ~,I/~/ 
which was approved unanimously by those present (Blount absent) 
at its first reading on August 11, 1959. 

ORDINANCE NO. 1121 
SEE COt.lNG/J,. ,AI] 1~/r.lrIES 

"F SEP""~N\'O£R. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AMENDING APPENDIX I OF liTHE CODE 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" (ADOP.TED BY 
ORDINANCE NO. 791), RECLASSIFYING THAT CERTAIN 
PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN PLANNING COMMISSION 
CASE NO. 573. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading 
of Ordinance No. ~. I/:Z- I 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, and carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Ordinance No. ~//.:z..1 
at its second and final reading. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen, and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

2. With a letter received in the City Manager's office 
on August 17, 1959, J. R. Passarella, Chief, Division of Taxes, 
County of Los Angeles, Dept. of Auditor-Controller, submitted 
a statement of the certified valuations as certified by the 
Auditor-Controller of the County of Los Angeles for the ftscal 
year ·of 1959-60. Section 51511 of the Government Code was 
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quoted in the letter, and a note was set out asking that our Rate 
Resolution be forwarded to the Tax Division, Auditor-Controller, 
9th Floor, 155 West Washington Blvd., Los Angeles. 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to the following Ordinance, 
having assigned a number to it, as he had with all other 
Resolutions and Ordinances presented here tonight: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1122 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE FIXING THE RATES OF TAXES AND LEVYING 
TAXES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 1959. 

Councilinan Beasley moved to dispense with further reading of 
Ordinance No. 1122, an Urgency Ordinance. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

Councilman Beasley moved to adopt Urgency Ordinance No. 1122 
at its first and final reading. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn. 
Mayor Isen asked if this would require a majority vote of 

not less than 5 to 2. 
The City Manager replied that it is the opinion of the City 

Attorney that this does not require a 5/7ths or 6/7ths vote. 
Councilman Benstead asked why the Council had been so late 

in getting this, and the City Manager replied it had just reached 
his office yesterday morning. 

Mayor Isen said he had voted against this tax rate, and is 
still opposed to it; however, he will vote in favor of the 
adoption of this Ordinance so that the City will be able to get 
their funds for operation. He urged that the other members of 
the Council who had voted against this originally also vote in 
favor of it for that reason. 

Mayor Isen explained that if the Ordinance was not adopted 
as .. 1'l,n .Urgency Ordinance·, it would not be effective for a minimum 
of 30 days. 

The City Manager said we had no choice in the matter; we 
w.re off about $1,400,000 in our original estimate of the 
assessed valuation. 

Motion for adoption of this Urgency Ordinance carried by 
the following roll call vote: . 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Blount, Bradford, Jahn, Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Drale. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
Mayor Isen stated he had voted as he did on this only for 

the reason he had given, saying that regardless of controversy 
the City's employees must be paid and the City must do the 
work facing it. 

B§fQBTS: 

1. The office of the City Clerk reported that a Complaint 
and Summons had been received in that office in Superior Court 
Case No. 728572, the action of Rebecca and Catherine Vandervalk 
against the City of Torrance, Torrance Municipal Bus Lines, et al, 
for injuries and damages allegedly sustained as the result of 
an accident involving a Torrance Municipal Bus on which they were 
passengers February 26, 1959, submitted by Attorney for Plaintiffs, 
Ralph R. Benson. The Summons had been referred to the City Attorney. 
It was noted in the Report that the claim had been denied at the 
regular meeting of the Council held March 31, 1959. 
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ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

1. Councilman Jahn said under 'Information Only' there was 
a recommendation from the County that we receive $48,000 for the 
'improvement of Redondo Beach Blvd.'; he asked what improvements 
we will make there. 

The City Manager said that is only 1 of the 4 projects which 
are concerned. We will widen 4 bridges and a part of Redondo 
Beach Blvd. in connection with the improvement of Dominguez 
Channel. He explained the custom of the County in these matters, 
which is to refer to such plans by the name of one of the 
projects. 

2. City Manager Stevens said some time ago, a Committee of 
the Council and he had met with the Board of Directors of El 
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Camino College; at that time, it had been decided that the City 
Manager should meet with Supervisor Kenneth Hahn about the questions 
we had. Mr. Hahn had sent a representative down to meet with Mr. 
Stevens, and with a representative of the college. That meeting 
had been held today, and Mr. Hahn's representative had the informa
tion to take back with him. The City Manager suggested that the 
Committee of the Council be prepared to meet with the group again 
before too long. 

3. The Director of Public Works reported that upon investiga
tion of the situation at La Romeria Park where it had been reported 
that baseballs have created a hazard to the ' homes and people in the 
area, he had a hard time finding where the kids play ball there. 
Mr. Peebles said he had met with the Recreation Director and they 
believe that by placing a net backstop where it is planned on 
the Master Plan, and then putting a 6' fence along there, we will 
solve the problem. Mr. Peebles had talked to the ladies nearby 
about this today, and this was given to the Council as a report. 

4. M. A. Chamberlain, Supt. of the Bus Dept., to"1'd the Council 
there is a possiblity that the MTA will have a strike called on 
Thursday of this week~ If they do, he told the Council he would 
like to have permission to run a shuttle service from our 10th 
and Hill Street ticket office to 120th and Vermont to meet our 
bus which travels to that corner. 

Councilman Orale movea to grant this request. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, and carried unanimously 

by roll call vote. 

5. Councilman Beasley reported that on August 26, the Inter
City Highways Committee would like to send a delegation to 
Sacramento urging the construction be continued on the San Diego 
freeway at the present rate. At their last meeting they had 
drafted their budget for 1959-60 and 1960-61, and they felt the 
presentation about the freeways was important because of the 
condition of Federal funds. He personally had not favored making 
the trip this year, but after hearing the discussion, and as the 
City is a member of the group, he felt we should be represented there 
at the meeting on August 26. 

Councilman Jahn asked if this meant we should send one delegate. 
Councilman Beasley said one would do, but actually they hope 

that they can get two. He said he felt this should be at the . 
discretion of the entire Council. 

Councilman Blount moved that Councilman Beasley, as our repre
sentative on that Committee, be authorized to attend the meeting 
at Sacramento with appropriate expenses paid. 
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Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn. 
Councilman Beasley asked that the advance for expenses be not 

more than $150.00. 
Councilman Blount so amended his motion, with the amendment 

accepted in the second. -------
Motion, as amended, carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Bradford, Orale, 

Jahn,Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEN: Beasley. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

6. Councilman Beasley said he had been working with the 
Intercity Highways Committee for a long time, and if anyone 
would like to take this job for a while, he would be willing to 
give it up. 

7. Councilman Blount said he understood from the newspapers 
that last week the Mayor had taken it upon himself to invite the 
head of a foreign government to visit our City. He said he had 
spent considerable time looking over the Charter, and found no 
statements there giving the Mayor the authority to enter into such 
negotiations. He said he did not approve of a visit from Khruschev. 
The Council had met just last week, and Councilman Blount said he 
felt it would have been courteous for the Mayor to ask the 
Council about this. Councilman Blount had received two letters 
protesting the invitation from the Mayor, and he read them in 
full. One was from the Ca lifornia Christ ian Cit izens' Associat ion, 
with copies to the other Councilmen, signed by . the Reverend David 
Calderwood; the other was from J. B. Danis of the Hollywood 
Riviera area, who protested the invitation on the grounds of 
Christ iani ty. 

8. Councilman Bradford asked for a report from the 'Dairy 
Committee', saying he thinks it is about due. 

Mrs. Jean Gerald said the Committee is planning to present 
a written report in about 2 or 3 weeks. Members will be here 
when the report is presented to answer any questions. 

9. Councilman Bradford moved that the Airport be placed 
under the direction of the Director of Public Works. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen, who said he seconded this 
for purposes of discussion. 

Councilman Beasley agreed that this might be an improvement 
but he thought this would be going at it the wrong way. He 
believed the Council should consider this with the City Manager 
to see if he thinks it advisable from a management standpoint. He 
thought the City Manager should have something to say about this. 

Councilman Bradford said this would not take it out of his 
hands. 

The Mayor agreed that he would like to have a recommendation 
from the City Manager. and said he would be glad to hold the 
matter over for a recommendation from him. 

Councilman Drale pointed out that Mr. Peebles, our Director 
of Public Works, is a new man, and his job is a big one. He wondered 
if this additional work would deter him. He felt the Council might 
be moving too fast. 

Mayor Isen moved to table this pending a recommendation 
from the City Manager within 3 weeks. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Bradford. 
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Councilman Orale thought we should discuss this and some of 
the other problems facing the Council with the City Manager. 

Councilman Beasley suggested having an open meeting for the 
purpose of holding a 'workshop' meeting with the City Manager. 

There were no objections, and the motion to table and to 
refer to the City Manager was ordered cartied. 

Councilman Bradford said he is sick and tired of some of the 
requests from the Airport. He felt the lease of the 9 acres at 
the Airport had been l~st because of the innumerable delays. 

10. Assistant City Attorney Dower said the City Attorney's 
office had just received the prints on the Federal Aid to Airports. 
The actual testimony of various officials concerning this aid 
is given. He said this was replete with ideas on airport problems, 
including bonds. 

11. Councilman Bradford referred to the Mayor's invitation 
to Premier Khruschev of Russia to visit Torrance. He felt that 
regardless of who is Mayor that person is entitled to some rights 
as an elected official of the City. He was also aware that under 
our educational system we are trying to protect and educate the 
children of our country and guide them so they can use and enjoy, 
with their mature intelligence, the free democracy which our 
country has. He did not believe that by inviting a man of the 
calibre of Khruschev to the country we were following that course. 
His thinking may affect small children. Councilman Bradford said 
he had thought about this a great deal and had been quite shocked 
by the Mayor's action. He did not care who the Mayor invited, but 
he said he felt it would be better to invite a man like Mickey 
Mantle, or someone who would benefit our children. We have been 
an All-American City, but he did not believe we would maintain 
that by any action except maintaining a free democracy and so 
living that we can lift our heads and say we are Americans. 

12. Councilman Orale said the Council's Rubbish Committee 
had met this morning, and their recommendations would go along 
with some changes in the ordinance as it will be presented here; 
they are, ryowever, opposed to the change in fees. They felt 
many things have been going on concerning which they do not have 
reports. They understood that at one time 700 commercial houses 
weie not having a pickup by the City's forces. Until such time as 
the Committee has a complete report, they do not think there 
should be a fee increase. They do not believe anyone should be 
excluded unless there is a specific reason for such exclusion, 
and unless that has been approved by Mr. Peebles. 

Mayor Isen asked to have the recommendation of the Committee 
in writing on the Agenda of the next meeting. 

Councilman Jahn said the Committee had asked Mr. Peebles to 
have the ordinance redone with the only change being in the 
fees. They have asked him to prepare that and send it to the 
Council. 

13. Councilman Orale said if the Council is going to meet 
with City Manager Stevens as suggested earlier in the meeting, he 
would also like to discuss the question of the County building a 
regional library on the Civic Center site. He felt we should 
consider this to see if we want it. He asked to refer that to the 
meeting. 

Mayor Isen asked about the Library Commission and whether 
they should be consulted on this. 

Councilman Orale thought they should consider it. 
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Councilman Orale said he did not care how this is done, he 
simply wants the matter given some consideration. 

There were no objections, and this was directed to the Library 
Commission. 

Councilman Blount thought we should set a 45-day limit on 
the time they could hold this before making a report to the Council. 

Councilman Jahn thought we had a policy setting a 30-day 
time limit on matters referred to Commission. 

Councilman Jahn moved that as a matter of policy, a 30-day 
time limit on matters referred to Commissions be set. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Bradford, no objections, so 
ordered. 

Councilman Blount thought they should have 45 days in this 
particular matter. 

There were no objections and it was so ordered. 
Councilman Bradford suggested that the Library Commission also 

get some realistic figures on ta~ rates. 

14. Councilman Beasley moved to reconsider the matter of the 
radar for the Police Department. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, and carried by the 
following roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Orale, Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Bradford, Jahn. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
Councilman Beasley moved to concur with the recommendation 

of the City Manager and purchase the radar. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Orale. 
Councilman Jahn did not think that this could be properly 

used until we have the traffic engineer. 
Motion carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Orale, Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Bradford, Jahn. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

15. Councilman Orale said the Council had received a communi
cation from the City Manager re a $50 increase. for the salary of 
the City Clerk. 

Councilman Orale moved the City Clerk's salary be increased 
$50 a month. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Blount. 
Mayor Isen said unless he performs other duties, we could 

not pay him more than he is presently paid. 
Councilman Beasley said he would do this if we could do it 

legally. 
Councilman Bradford said an increase had been given to the 

City Treasurer, and Mayor Isen pointed out that our City Treasurer 
performs many duties other than those of Treasurer. 

Councilman Blount moved to table this until the next 
meeting of the Council for-rnformation. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

Councilman Beasley asked if the City Attorney would look 
into this, and Mr. Dower said the office wuld check. 

Councilman Beasley said a year ago the Council had been told 
by the City Attorney it would be illegal to pay the City Clerk more. 

Mayor Isen said the salary had been set at the time the Clerk 
was elected. 

16. Councilman Jahn said he would not be at the next meeting 
of the Council as he will be on vacation in Minneapolis, attending 
the convention of the American Legion. 
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17. Councilman Jahn said there was one further point he 
wished to bring out about the Mayor's invitation to Premier 
Khruschev to visit Torrance; he said we have worked out a 
People to People progr~m with Konya, Turkey; we have spent a 
great deal of time, effort and money on this. It may be that 
the Mayor's action in this will jeopardize that relationship. 

Councilman Jahn moved that, since the City Council was 
not consulted about this invitation, and he felt it was an 
important matter, this invitation to Khruschev be considered 
as being from the Mayor and not from the Council. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Bradford, and carried 
unanimously by roll call vote, 

18. Councilman Bradford named his two appointees to the 
Civic Center Development Committee, as follows: 

Dick Fitzgerald of the Torrance Chamber of Commerce, and 
Pete White of the Torrance Electric Company. 

19. Councilman Blount said he would submit the names of 
his appointees to that Committee tomorrow. 

20. Councilman Beasley said one of the appointees he plans 
to name is on vacation, but as soon as he is back, Councilman 
Beasley will get those names to the City Manager. 

21. Mayor Isen said re Pete White, named by Councilman 
Bradford to the Committee, Mr. White is very active in the Babe 
Ruth League. Mayor Isen said he had attended the Stockton 
play-offs, and the game our boys played was one of the best 
ball games he had ever seen in his life. It was a wonderful 
game, and even though our boys did not win, they had played 
with courage, heart and skill, and the City may well be very 
proud of them. They did a wonderful job. 

22. Mayor Isen said he had a letter of resignation from 
the Park & Recreation Commission from Mr. Ralph Morris, and 
he filed the letter with the City Clerk as a matter of record 
for the appropriate letter to be written. 

Mayor Isen proposed the name of a former football great 
of SC, Ambie Schindler, who is an instructor at El Camino 
and has be en since 1951, to fill the vacancy on the Commission. 
Mayor Isen said Mr. Schindler now lives at 217 Via La Circula 
in the Hollywood Riviera section of the City, FRontier 5-1789. 
There is one matter the Mayor would like for the Council to 
consider on this, which is that Mr. Schindler is a member of an 
association of referees, which will hold several Wednesday 
evening meetings this fall. He would not be able to properly 
qualify until the middle or end of September if his appointment 
is approved. Mayor Isen believed that a trained and qualified 
person such as Mr. Schindler would be a real addition to the 
Commission. 

23. Mayor Isen said concerning the Committee for the 
development of the Civic Center; he is a bit concerned with 
regard to their jurisdiction and duty as it may conflict with 
the Park & Recreation Commission which will enter into this, 
and he quoted the Code about the Park & Recreation Commission 
duties. He knew a park was planned here at the Civic Center, 
with an auditorium, probably a youth center building, etc. He 
thought it might be in order to amend our Resolution so that this 
Committee will consult with Park & Recreation on such matters. 
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Councilman Beasley said the Committee will consult with the 
Park & Recreation Commission; he felt there was no conflict. He 
felt if they did not consult with the Park & Recreation Commission 
they would be a very poor Committee. 

Councilman Jahn asked who had said a park was contemplated, 
saying there is no master plan yet, and until there is we cannot 
be sure of what we will have. A Master Plan will have to be 
prepared and approved by the Council before anyone knows what 
will be here. 

Councilman Benstead agreed with Mayor Isen . He did not 
wish to bypass anyone. 

Councilman Beasley said the Park & Recreation Commission 
would not be concerned with the Master Plan showing Court 
buildings, etc. 

Mayor Isen felt it would be enough to send copies of these 
remarks to the Park & Recreation Commission so they will under
stand their function in this matter. 

Councilman Drale said the City of Los Angeles has a Civic 
Center Committee, and they consult with any Commission hav ing 
anything to do with the Civic Center site. 

Mayor Isen said he would like for the Park & Recreation 
Commisstion to get copies of these Minutes. 

Councilman Blount said the Commissions could not properly 
take issue with any action of the Council; they are only 
recommending bodies. 

Councilman Jahn thought both the Committee and the Commis
sion would be busy on this. 

24. Mayor Isen referred to his invitation to the Secretary 
of State, Christian Herter, to bring Premier Khruschev of Russia 
to Torrance. 

Councilman Drale left the Chamber at 7:50 P. M. 

Mayor Isen said from the discussions here this evening, it 
would appear that he had invited Khruschev to the United States, 
and that the trouble Turkey and Russia have had for centuries was 
further aggravated by the invitation. 

Councilman Drale returned to the room at 7:51 P. M. 

Mayor Isen, in order that there would be no real misunder
standing of his intentions in this matter, read in full the text 
of the night letter sent to the Secretary of State in this 
matter. Mayor Isen said he was convinced that President Eisenhower 
is well-posted in the matters concerned here, and makes the decisions 
he does because he feels they are best for the country in the light 
of the information he has. He ' felt we should all support our 
President, who knows more about national good and safety than we 
do. 

Mayor Isen said he had fought long and hard to get national 
recognition for our City, and the record will show this is true. 
He mentioned his trip to the East in his effort, which was a 
success, to have Torrance named an All-Am~~tcan City. He said 
he believed that our City, with its blue-chip ' indust±ies and fine 
residential and commercial developments, is an example of 
capitalism at its very best. He believed it would redound to our 
benefit if we could be noted as an example of what is best in our 
country. The visit of the Premier of the Soviet Union to this 
country was suggested by the President of our own Country, who evi
dently feels that this visit will be a step toward the prevention 
of war and a step towards a real and lasting peace in the world. 

-22- August 18, 1959 
Council Minutes 



Mayor Isen felt that if this will be a step forward and a 
step toward peace , it will be worthwhile. Perhaps when Mr. 
Khruschev is in this country, he will see our high standard of 
living not available to his country of Russia. The invitation was 
extended out of pride in our City and not as a matter of personal 
preference. 

Mayor Isen made it clear that he was opposed to Communism 
and its adherents, but he thinks we have a model American community 
here. He felt that to see this would be to help convince Mr. 
Khruschev that the American way is a great and good way, providing 
benefits not available under the Communist ideologies. 

Mayor Isen commented that Councilman Blount had two letters 
opposing this visit; the Mayor had not been sent a copy of the 
letter from the Reverend Calderwood, but had received a copy of 
Mr. Danis's letter, to which he had replied. At this point, 
Mayor Isen interpolated for the benefit of the audience that 
most of the letters of this kind which he writes are written in 
his own office by his own secretary, and not by City employees. 
In his letter to Mr. Danis, the Mayor had told him that he 
would respect his opinion and his right to that opinion. 

Mayor Isen said Supervisor Dorn had also made a request to 
the Secretary of State that Premier Khruschev visit Los Angeles 
County, and the City Council of the City of Hawthorne had extended 
a similar invitation. 

Mayor Isen respectfully agreed that everyone who differed with 
him on this had a right to that difference, but Mayor Isen felt 
he was also entitled to his opinion, which is that to work with 
the President of the United States and the Secretary of State 
might help them. He has not received a reply to his night 
letter. If his invitation will, in any way, support the President 
and the Secretary of State, he will be glad. 

Mayor Isen , expressed again his belief that here in the City 
of Torrance one may see the capitalistic form of government at 
its very best; our citizens have homes which are far beyond the 
reach of citizens of Russia. 

These were the reasons for his action in sending the 
night letter to the Secretary of State. 

Councilman Beasley told the Mayor that if he had made those 
same statements two weeks ago, the Council would probably have 
concurred in the action. 

Mayor Isen said he had not thought it necessary; if the 
Council does not wish to concur, then they should not do so; 
if they wish to send individual telegrams, they should do so. 
There are certain things which are implied within the power of 
the Mayor as well as certain implied powers at the command 
of the individual councilmen. 

25. Mrs. Mary Ann Haslett, 4915 Milne Drive, complimented 
the Mayor upon his reasons for the invitation to the Russian 
Premier to visit here. She thought that all would agree with 
him that we should support our Government in every way. The 
President has a right to make agreements by acting upon the 
duly recognized authorities. Mrs. Haslett proceeded to read in 
full the statements of Dr. Frederick Schwarts defining 'peace' 
as the Communists see it, and of Mr. H. Philbrick regarding 
communism. 

Councilman Beasley left the meeting at 8:00 P. M. 
When Mrs. Haslett had finished reading the printed state

ments named above, she thanked the Mayor and those Councilmen 
present for their patience in listening to her. 

Mayor Isen agreed with the statements read by Mrs. Haslett, 
and thought this visit would serve to show the Premier the 
true might of America. 
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26. ~ouncilman Orale moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councllman Beasley returned to the meeting at 8:05 P. M. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Blount, and carried unanimously 

by roll call vote. 

The meeting ADJOURNED at 8:10 P. M. 

APPROVED: 

Mayor of the city of Torranoe 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
August 25, 1959 

A regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Torrance 
was called to order in the Council Chamber of the City Hall on Tuesday, 
August 25, 1959 at 8:00 p.m. 

In the absence of the Mayor and the City Councilmen, City Clerk 
Bartlett called the roll. Those responding vere: OOUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: Beasley, Benatead, Blount, Bradford, Drale, Jahn and Iaen. 

As no quorum was present, City Clerk Bartlett adjourned the 
meeting to Tuesday, September 1, 1959, at 5:30 p.m. 

~~ _ ... _., Ci ty Clerk of the Oi ty of Torrance 

~ 

Mayor of the City of Torrance 
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