
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
qF THE TO RRANCE CITY OOUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
March 12, 1957 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a regular mee.t
ing at 8:00 P. M. Tuesday, March 12, 1957, in tbe Council Chamber, City 
Hall, Torrance, California, 

Those responding to roll call by Dep~ty City Clerk Whitacre were: 
OOUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Orale, Jahn, and Isen. ABSENT: OOUNCIL
MEN: None. City Manager Stevens and City Attorney Remelmeyer were also 
present. 

At the request of Mayor Issn, Mr. Wayne Nelson led the salute to 
our Flag. 

The Reverend Bergenson of the Hope Evangelical United Bretheren Church 
opened the meeting with an invocation. 

Councilman Orale moved to approve the Minutes of the Council Meeting 
held March 5, 1957, as written. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, no objection, so ordered. 

Mayor Isen said that Mr. ~€!~h of the Torrance Chamber . ofitJ/sJ 
Commerce had met with the Council during the Pre-Council meeting to dis
cuss the Financial Report which the' Chamber had submitted to the Council 
a week ago, and to answer any questions which the Council might have about 
it. Mayor Isen asked the pleasure of the Council on the Financial Report. 

Councilman Jahn moved the Financial Report be received and filed. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Orale. 
Councilman Blount told the Council that the Chamber of Commerce had 

passed a Resolution to support him and Councilman Orale in their attempt 
to get some definite date for construction of a portion of the San Diego 
Freeway which he and Councilman Orale would take to Sacramento with them; 
they have also adopted a Resolution which will go to the County Board of 
Supervisors on the safety measures needed at the Dominguez Channel. 

Mayor Isen said these actions indicate the increased activity of the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Motion carried unanimous.'cy by roll call vote. 

HEARINGS: 

YUKON AVENUE IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT - HEARING ON ASSESSMENT: 
(CbNTlNUEO) : 

Mayor Isen announced this was the time and place fixed for the con
tinued hearing on the assessment of the Yukon Avenue Improvement District. 
This hearing was continued from the February 26, 1957 t meeting of the 
Council to give the Engineer an opportunity to assess the validity of the 
protests. 

City Engineer Bishop submitted a written report dated March 8, 1957, 
assessing the validity of the protests and recommending that the Resolu
tion Modifying Assessment as Filed and Resolution Confirming Modified 
Assessment be adopted. 

Councilman Jahn moved the City Engineer's report be accepted and 
filed. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, and carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Orale, Jahn, Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None, ABSENT: OOUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Isen asked if anyone present desired to be heardin this 
matter. 
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Mr~ Andrew Bartok of 3541 W. 168th St. asked how much Lots 16, 17. and 
18 on the north side of 168th St. are being assessed. 

City Engineer Bishop said these assessments would be $115.67 per lot. 
Mr. Bartok said this group would have no objection to the sewer, 
Mayor Isen asked if anyone else wished to be heard. 
No one came forward. 
Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read: 

R~SOLUTION .~3l34 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
,CALIFORNIA; ORDERING CERTAIN REVISIONS IN THE ASSESSMENTS 

AND DIAGRAM fOR THE YUKON AVENUE IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT. 

; . CQuncilman Benstead moved to dispenss with further reading of 
Resolution No. 3134 . 

. . Motiqn, seconded by Councilman Jahns carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN ~ Benstead, Blount ~ Drale, Jahn, Isen. NOES: 
CX>UNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None., 

Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3134. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried by the following roll 

call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Drale, Jahn and Isen. 
NOES: CX>UNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILI'v1EN: None. 

Mayor Isen declared a recess at 8:12 P. M" with the Council re
convening at 8:20 P. M. 

Mayor Isen announced this was the time for the continued hearing on 
the YUkon AvenUe Improvement District in accordance with Resolution No. 
3134. 

No one came forward. 
All protestants having been heard, and an opportunity having been 

given teall persons desiri~g to be heard, and a fair and impartial 
hearing having been granted and the City Council having before them the 
Assessment diagram with Assessment attached, and being familiar with the 
assessment district, and also having considered all written appeals or 
objSctions filed and all verbal protests made; the following action was 
taken, 

Councilman Benstead moved the hearing be declared closed, seconded by 
Mayor Isen, carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Benstead, Blount Drale~ Jahn, Issn NOES: OJUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

The Engineer then p:C(, ssntsd Resolution No. 3135, confirming the 
Assessment entitle~; 

R'-":scr:"UTION NO. 3135 ._._-_.- --,._--
A RESO::"UTION CF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 

CALIFORNIA, CO!\rFIRMING THE ASSESSMENT LEVIED UPON THE LAND 
WITHIN lHE·'f];;<ON A'lENT]E IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT TO PAY THE 
COSTS OF THE IM?ROVE\~[NT OF YUKON AVENUE AND OTHER STREETS 
BY THE CONSTRUCTION AND INSTALLATION THEREIN OF CURBS, 
GUTTERS, SIDEWALKS AND A SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM. 

Councilman Jahn moved to :. ),Y'" ,":Lt':-; ;;l1::,the= reading of the 
Resolution. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman BlounL carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Drals, Jahn, Isen. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None, 

Councilman Drale moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3135. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried by the following roll 

call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Drals, Jahn, Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None, ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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CASE NO. 417: Request of Wayne L. Nelson for Change of Zone from 
R-l to R-3 in Lots 1 through 17, Tract 21246, located at Redondo . 
Beach Boulevard and Ainsworth, for the purpose of constructing . 
four-family units, recommended for approval, subject to special 
conditions. This is the third and final hearing. 

Mayor Isen announced this was the time and place fixed for the third 
and final hearing on this Case, and asked if anyone wished to be heard. 

Mr. Jack Spahn of Barclay Engineering came forward, representing the 
petitioner. He outlined the discussions that have been held on this Case 
very briefly to the Council, and presented to them a map showing ' the 20ning 
on Redondo Beach Boulevard from Hawthorne to Arlington. This s~dwed the 
17 lots in question to be the only part not zoned C-2. Mr. Spahn said 
the zone on these 17 lots was changed without knowledge of the petitioner 
under the subdivision ordinance of the City at the time the tract c~m~ . in 
and the ordinance has since been corrected. He read an excerpt from "the 
Planning Commission Minutes of February 6, 1957, showing the intent ' of the 
Commission had not been to change the zone of these lots to R-l, but - it had 
been done by oversight. He pointed out to the Council on his map the alley 
which had been provided here to serve as a buffer between the 17 lots 'and 
the residences built across the alley. To show that the City was aware 
of the commercial character of the lots, he read an excerpt from a ' Hn~;r;
written by the City Engineer on March 11, 1955, concerning the sewers in : 
Tract 21246, and referring to the 'commercially zoned property on t~e . 
southerly side of Redondo Beach Boulevard.' He said the petitionerf~els 
developing this in four-family units is advantageous to the residents ' of 
the area. He presented a letter from- Reverend R. J. Tepe of the St. 
Catherine Laboure Church at 3846 Redondo Beach Blvd., saying they do ,.11qt 
object to these apartment dwellings being constructed with the provision 
that they be decently designed, and that the Ainsworth Ave. sidenot be 
a place for disposal of waste, garbage, papers, etc., for the ab~rtm~nts. 

Councilman Orale asked the size of the lots. . 
Mr. Spahn said they are 50' x 100' lots. He said 4 units w111 ' ~e " 

put on each lot, and these will be about 800 square feet per unit. . H~ " 
said some will be one bedroom units and some will be two bedroom unit~. 

Councilman Jahn asked Planning Director Powell if C-2 zone would~llqw 
apartment houses, and Mr. Powell said it would. ,.' 

~ayo~ Ise~ ~s~~~.~f ~ny~ne ~lse wished to be heard. 

Mr. john Mulvlr.ill of 3765 W. 171st St. protested against this 
deveJoQment, saying he did not think this use was suitable next to a 
residential area. Mr. Mulvihill raised the question of whether or not 
the petitioner had the right to ask for this zone change as he did not 
own the land. 

Mr. Muraz, attorney for the petitioner, presented a Power of Attorney 
giving Mr. Nelson authority to act for the owner of the land on this 
piece of land. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer said the ordinance states the owner, lessee, 
or person having a right of possession to the land under discussion may 
request a change of zone. 

Mr. Muraz read the Power of Attorney, dated October 26, 1956, into 
the record, and filed it with the Deputy City Clerk. 

Mayor Issn asked the City Attorney if it would be in order to amend 
the whole proceedings to show the owner of the property as Darmouth 
Homes, Inc., for whom Mr. Nelson is acting as agent. 

The City Attorney said he would agree on that, providing the OWflsr 
does consent. 

Mayor Isen said the Power of Attorney would show consent, and said 
Ie Council could proceed on this assumption if there were no objections. 

Councilman Orale did object. 
Councilman Jahn asked the date of the Power of Attorney, and Mr. 

Muraz said it Was October 26, 1956, with action being begun October 31, 
1956. 
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Mayor Isen noted Councilman Orale's objection, and said that as there were 
no other objections, the Council would proceed. 

Mr. Muraz said what the petitioner is asking is good zoning, and 
shows con~ideration for the owners of the adjoining land. He said the 
6ituat~on ~hich has arisen would create an island, or spot zoning, of R-l. 
It wa~always the intent of the petitioner to maintain the commercial 
chatacterof the property on Redondo Beach Boulevard. 

Mayor Isen asked if the alley between these 17 lots and the homes was 
in, and Mr. Muraz said it is. He said the petitioner has agreed to all the ! 

specia~ conditions laid down by the Planning Commission. 
Councilman Jahn asked to see a rendering of the project if one was 

available. 
Mr. Nelson presented to the Council for their inspection drawings 

of the proj ect. 
'Mr. Muraz added that it is felt this will be more suitable to the 

area than a commercial development of small stores. 
Mr. Thirvin Fleetwood of 3637 W. 182nd St. spoke in opposition to the 

development. He said a great deal of work was done on this. He considered 
the lots too small for four-family units, and pointed out the crowded 
condition of the schools in the area. 

Mr. R. L. Curtin of 3771 W. 168th St. spoke for the residents opposing ! 

this development, spoke of the over-crowded schools, and of the fact the 
residents had thought this was zoned R-l when they bought their homes. He 
said they would not object if three-family units were built there. 

In answer to a question from Councilman Orale, Mr. Curtin said the 
residents had agreed not to protest against three-family units on these 
17 lots. He said this was a real. compromise on their part. 

Councilman Jahn moved the hearing be closed. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Blount, no ohiections, so ordered. 
Councilman Orale moved the recommendation for the change of zone be 

referred back to the Planning Commission for study and with a recommenda
tion this be restricted to three-family units. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, and failed by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Orale. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
Blount, Jahn, Isen. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Orale moved the change of zone be denied. 
Motion died for lack of a second. -
Councilman Jahn moved the recommendation of the Planning Commission 

for a charige of zone be approved, with the following stipUlations made by 
the' Planning Commission to be a part of the motion: 

1. There are to be no windows at the rear of the structures; 
2. Suitable trash enclosures are to be placed at the rear of 

the structures so the t~ash will not be unsightly; 
3. The garages are not to face the alley, rather, to side on 

the alley, with concrete aprons; 
4. Additional louvre type screening is to be placed at the 

windows on the upper p~rt of the structures, or high, 
sliding windows are to be used, to indemnify the privacy 
of the people whose homes adjoin this property to the South. 

and that a letter from Wayne Nelson agreeing to these stipUlations is to 
be a part of the zone change. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Blount. 
Mayor Isen said he had listened to all the arguments about this case 

and read all he could about it. He felt the alley removed the objection
abl~ f~atures; he felt the arguments advanced here tonight lacked validity. 
He pointed out there could be development of this land which would be much 
less desirable for the neighbors. 

Councilman Jahn said he felt the alley here was an excellent buffer 
and that the stipUlations assure privacy for the neighbors. 

Councilman Orale asked if there had not been a similar case on 182nd 
St., and Planning Director Powell said they had asked for C-2 and had 
been given R-3 zoning. 

Motion carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Benstead, Blount, Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Orale. ABSENT: 
COUNCIlJAEN: None. 
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At 8: 50 P. M., Mayor Isen declared a recess, with the Council rec,on-
vening at 9 :00 P. M. I " 

CASE I'D. 420: Third and final hearing on application . of To~t'ah.Ce ~ ; 
Planning Commission for a Change of Zone from R-l to P-l (P~anting
Buffer) on property described as 300 feet along the northerly l~n~ 
of lease held by Torrance Sand and Gravel Co., recommended for v . ' 

approval, subject to stipUlations. 

Mayor Isen announced this was the third and final hearing on ' thii 
case, and asked if anyone wished to be heard. 

Mr. Charter of 4414 Pacific Coast Highway, representing the Little 
League and the Babe Ruth League, spoke in favor of this Change of Z,Joe, 
and said ball diamonds were being put in there to take care of the boys 
in about 425 families. . . 

No one else wished to be heard. 
Councilman Blount moved the hearing be closed. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously ' by rbll L 

call vote. 
Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation of the '\ 

Planning Commission, with all stipulations. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by ;611 

call vote. 

CASE NO. 429: Transmittal form from Planning Commission recommending 
approval of application of K. Sande Senness and Torrance Sand and 
Gravel Products Company for Variance on a portion of Lot 5, Tra~t 
9765, between Crenshaw and Madison Street for the purpose of extract
ing sand and gravel from a portion of their property beginriing 300 
feet south of their northerly property line. 

Mayor Isen announced this was the time and place for the third and 
final hearing on this Case, and asked if anyone wished to be heard. 

No one came forward . 
Councilman Benstead moved the hearing be closed. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by ro ll 

call vote. 
Councilman Jahn asked to see "Exhibit A", 
Planning Director Powell presented the Exhibit, which he said showed 

the requests made in Cases No. 420, 429, and 421, and which was signed 
by the petitioner , and read the stipulations of the Planning Commission. 

Councilman Blount moved t o concur with the recommendations of the 
Planning Commission in Case 429, and with all stipUlations. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

CASE ~D. 421 : Transmittal from Planning Commission recommending 
approval of application of K. S. Senness for Variance to drill 
for oil and gas on a portion of Lot 5, Tract 9765. 

Mayor Isen announced this was the time and place for the third and 
final hearing on this case, and asked if anyone wished to be heard. h 

No one came forward. 
Councilman Jahn moved the hearing be closed. . 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously byioll 

call vote. . 
City Attorney Remelmeyer asked to report, in answer to a q0estion 

which Councilman Orale had asked when this Case was first consideted, that 
the only way he can see we could obtain rEvenue from this well would be 
by means of a business license ordinance. Further, the Attorney said, he 
and the City Manager and License Inspector Whitacre will probably hold a 
conference to discuss the possibility of this very soon. He said such an 
ordinance would need t o be uniform and affect everyone the same. 
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Co·uncilman Jahn asked Planning Director Powell to show the Council 
exactly where, on the Exhibit A, this well would be located, and Mr. 
Powell did. 

487 I 

Mr. Senness, who was present, told the Council it would be south of 
the road, between two hills. 

Planning Direct')r Powell said the Planning Commission had thought 
this would be in the draw. 

Mr. Senness said it will be at the left as one goes up the hill, about 
30 or 40 feet off the road, and showed the Council the exact location on 
the Exhibit . 

. CounCilman Blount asked Mr. Senness if the well is a producer whether 
it is planned to take out the rig and use the modern type of pump. 

Mr. Senness said it is. 
Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation of the 

Planning Commission, with the copy of Exhibit A, with the stipulations 
on it, being made a part of the variance. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Orale, Jahn, Isen. I'ik)ES: COUNCIL
MEN: Benstead. ABSENT: CDUNCILMEN: None. 

WRITTEN CDMMUNICATIQNS: 

1. A petition from residents of the Kettler Knolls area protesting 
the noise and dust from the helicopter plant in their area, dated 
February 25, 1957, had been referred from the March 5, 1957, meeting of 
t he Council. 

Mayor Isen asked if a representative of these homeowners was present 
and would like to be heard. He added that one lady had called him to ask 
if the plant in question had a variance, and asked Planning Director 
Powell if they had. 

Planning Director Powell said the plant was put in an area zoned 
fo~ ' industry and no variance had been necessary. 

Mr. George P. Reid of 2604 Market St., spokesman for the residents, 
spoke to the Council. He told them the residents believe the flight 
pattern established for the plant in question is being violated, told 
them of the loud noise of the testing operations, and spoke of the dust 
and~irt caused by the aircraft as well as by the crowds of people who 
assemble to watch the helicopters. 

Mr. Dushak, who owns the plant iin question, spoke in defense of his 
operations. He sdid every effort is made to maintain the flight pattern, 
and said they would try to eliminate dust by wetting the ground back of 
the plant. He asked for about 45 or 60 days to reduce the noise .. He said 
the a:ircraft they service is received qt the airport, and flown into the 
plant : by their own pilots. He said Mr. Powell, the Planning Director, 
has been at the plant, talking to him about the nuisances the neighbors 
have complained about. He said they are ·taking measures to try to elimin-
ate th~ disagreeable aspects of the operation. . . 

Councilman Blount told Mr. Dushak :he did not believe the flight pat
tern is being closely observed, and suggested strict enforcement of it. 

M~. Dushak said this would be done . 
. 'Councilman Blount :asked if any testing was done near the plant, and 

Mr. DUshak said the aircraft only hover there, that testing is done at 
the airport. 

Councilman Benstead asked Mr. D.ushak if he had made any effort to 
get "a lease at the airport, and Mr. Dushak said no. He said it w6uld be 
from 45 to 60 days before he would be fully informed of his obligations 
to th~ armed services, and then he would be able to go ahead with this. 

In answer to a questitin from Councilman Benstead, Mr. Dushaksaid 
he . has · not appeared before the Airport C~mmission. . 

Councilman Dr~le said he considered the present location of the plant 
unsuitable. He suggested that aircraft be moved to and from the airport 
and plant by truck, to avoid testing over residential areas. 

·Mr: Dushak said they do not test over residences. He said they 
have adequate area, and th~ttheiroperation is safe. 

-6- March 12, 1957 



Councilman Jahn said their reversing operations at the airport have 
caused some of the residents in Lomita to feel unsafe, and suggested 
they adhere to some pattern at the airport which would not cause the 
neighbors to suffer trepidation. He suggested they balance the blades 
on the ground and adhere strictly to their flight pattern to the airport 
and from the airport to their plant for the next 60 days. 

Mr. Dushak said they could dynamically balance the blades at the 
ramp, and could stop the hovering. He said they have a lease on some 
property nearby and have been hovering there. 

Councilman Blount asked Mr. Dushak if he would repeat a statement 
he had made that from 15' they can get complete auto-rotation and would 
not cause damage. 

Mr. Dushak said he would be glad to. 
Mayor Isen asked Mr. Dushak if he would supply the City with a letter 

telling what he can and will do to correct the situation. 
Mr. Dushak said he would do so at once. 
Mayor IS6n told Planning Director Powell to hold the letter for 

60 days, and then supply it to the Council, with a resume of what has 
been done to alleviate the problems of the neighbors. 

Mr. Reid spoke to the Council again about the need for observance 
of the flight pattern and spoke of noises from the plant which disturb 
the area at night. 

Mayor Isen suggested some of this problem might properly be s,ent to 
the CAA, and that perhaps the Council did not have jurisdiction. 

Councilman Blount said he believes Mr. Dushak will do something to 
correct the conditions mentioned here. 

Mr. Dushak said he would make every effort to remove these object
ions, although he added he had one aircraft coming in tonight that would 
leave early in the morning, an emergency job. . 

It was agreed that Mr. Dushak would furnish a letter to Mr. Powell 
at once outlining his plans for correcting the situations about Which his 
neighbors have complained, and Mayor Isen directed Mr. Powell to·put this 
matter on the Agenda 60 days from now. 

2. A notice of hearing before the Public Utilities Commission .of 
the State of California in the matter of the application of the Southern: 
California Gas Company for a general increase in gas rates under Sect ton 
454 of the Public Utilities Code. . 

Councilman Blount moved the City Attorney be authorized to write 
a letter to the Commission protesting against a rate increase. 

There were no objections and it was so ordered. 

3. A statement of Franchise earnings under City of Torrance Ordinance 
No. 127 from the Tidewater Oil Co" dated February 28, 1957. A voucher 
in the amount of $117.71 had been enclosed in payment of the fees due, 
and it was noted that six pages of supporting data were also enclosed. 

There were no objections, and the statement was ordered fi.J..ed as a 
matter of record. 

4. On March 7, 1957, John Cuffin of the Salvation Army at 1;3-70 
Alamitos Avenue made application for a free license be granted to them to 
conduct their annual salvage campaign in Torrance during the week of 
April 22 to 27, 1957. 

Deputy License Inspector Litzinger recommended that the free License 
be issued, with the stipulation that the necessary solicitor's forms be 
completed before the License is issued. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Deputy License Inspector. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Drale, no objection, so ordered. 
Mayor Isen instructed License Inspector Whitacre to notify the 

Salvation Army of this action. 

5. A request dated March 4, 1957, from Leads, Inc., 1436 Marcelina 
Ave., signed by Gerald L. Alter, Vice-President, for modification of the 
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6,000 pound gross weight ordinance as now posted on 228th St. in order 
that they may develop M-l propery on the north side of that street. The 
letter explained their property is 100 feet west of Western Avenue, and 
has a frontage of 95 feet. The letter explained it is requested the City 
allow this weight restriction sign to be placed 95 feet west of its 
present location. 

Mr . Robert Gates, representing the petitioner, came forward to 
answer questions. He said it is planned to have a sales room there for 
such equipment as lift trucks and lumber carriers. . 

Councilman Jahn asked whether this might not develop into another 
situation such as that just before the Council, where an industrial use 
will cause unpleasantness to the neighboring residential section. 

Mr. Gates said this will consist only of a sales lot and showroom, 
and the vehicles will be transported into the property and off it by 
trucks" He answered a question from the Council by saying he did not 
know how many of these would be sold each month. 

Councilman Benstead asked why this could not be handled by bringing 
the trucks in off Western Avenue. 

Mr. Gates said they need access from 228th Street. It is planned to 
put their showroom on Western Avenue. 

Councilman Benstead asked the City Manager if 228th St. would handle 
such heavy traffic , 

City Manager Stevens said they will use only a small portion of the 
street l and he is not well enough informed to know the weights of the 
equipment that will come in that way. He said this is only a half-street 
and we should have a full-width street there so this will not create a 
bottle-neck. He said if the street is widened it could be made to handle 
the heavy traffic. ' 

Councilman Blount asked if the petitioner should not furnish the land 
for the widening of the street, saying he deduced they should from . the 
sketch furnished here, 

City Manager Stevens said they should. 
Mr. Gat~s said he believed they would do so. 
y.ouncilman Benstead asked if they cannot use Lincoln Street · instead 

of 228th. . 
Mr,Gates s~id no, because it is about 700' from 228th Street. 
Mr. Gates repeated that he could not estimate the gross sales of this 

business per month, He said they will have a service vehicle to go to plants 
and service the machiries they sell . The mathines will be transported by 
trucks. 

touncilman Jahn suggested the City Attorney be instructed to draw the 
proper 6JPjnance to remove the gross weight limit for the specified number 
of feet !-'Jhen they agree to dedicate the land for the street. ' 

Mr. Gates pointed out there is a service station on the corner~ and 
asked whether this would affect them. 

City Manager Stevens said we will have to have the dedication 
eventually. 

M~. Gates said they are merely asking the sign be moved another 95' 
from where it is now. He emphasized that they do not intend to drive any 
further west than is necessary , 

Councilman Jahn said we would like to have the dedication of the 
land from them first, He said he meant only the dedication of the land 
these people have. 

Councilman Jahn moved the City Attorney be instructed to draw the 
proper ordinance to remove the gross weiqht limit for the specified number 
of feet when they agree to dedicate the land needed for the street. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

6, A March 4, 1957; letter from Marshall W. Julian, Actina Coordinat
or, Area G, outlined the need for a Civil Defense Coordinator, and the 
method of paying for this on a pro-rated basis between all the Cities in 
Area G. 

Councilman Jahn said this suggestion, in his opinion, gave the City 
nothing to say about this; he questioned whether it is the Council's wish 
to give the Acting Coordinator carte blanche in such a matter. 
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He reminded the Council of his suggestion that, the Cities in this area . 
having many mutual problems, their Councils and City Managers get together 
for regular meetings and work out this sort of problem together. . 

Planning Director George Powell, who serves the City as Assist~nt 
Civil Defense Director, said this plan was worked out together by · the men 
who administer the Civil Defense programs in these cities. He said they 
hold regular meeti~ ~ s and discuss and try to solve the questions that 
arise. He said the amount of money asked from each City was based on the 
population of the City . 

Mr. Powell went on to say that the Area has been administered from 
the City of Inglewood for several years. He said they have had many changes 
there, and Mr. Julian can no longer spare the time to do this job. He 
said the various Directors had felt this would be the best way to insure 
having a man working on this all the time and coordinating the various 
efforts. 

Mr. Powell said he would recommend acceptance of this plan because he 
felt it would gu~rantee a good Civil Defense program in the City of TorrancE 

Councilmar Blount asked what Mr , Julian meant by 'recruitment 
campaign. ' 

N.j~. Powell said the men who planned this felt when the various City 
Councils have approved thE plan , it would be well to set this up on a 
contractual basis and try to get the best man available for the job. 

Councilman Benstead asked what would happen if only half the cities 
wished to participate . 

Mr. Powell said most of them are very interested. 
Councilman Jahn asked if this would pay for a full time job. 
Mr. Powell said it would not. 
City Manager Stevens said it included clerical help and everything 

needed to do a g80d job. 
Councilman Orale aske G if this is not a Federal or State responsibil-

ity . 
Mr. Powell said at thjs level it is not. He said the State does have 

regional dj.rectors of Civil Defense. 
City Manager Stevens said when this was begun, it was felt that 

Torrance should take the j ob, but they did not feel able to do it. Ingle
wood has done it, as they were larger at that time, and they had a man 
to do it. He has done d good job now ever since the beginning of the 
program, but now it is felt it is time for other cities to share this. 
He said he thought the request reasonable. He said we must do something 
in Civil Defense to properly serve the people. . 

Councilman Orale moved the funds as requested be set up in the new 
budget; he said he is not sure he agrees with the request, but he does 
think the funds should be set up. 

Mayor Isen said he felt Civil Defense is important and he moved t6 
concur with Mr . Powell's recommendation . 

Mayor Isen declared his own motion out of order. 
Councilman Blount seconded Councilman Orale's motion. 
City Manager Stevens said they would have to know whether we will 

go along with the other cities in this. 
Councilman Orale said he thought the City Manager could be authorized 

~ inform the Civil Defense people we will set up the money for thi$ in our 
budget. 

Motion carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Benstead, Blount, Orale, Isen. I\l()ES: mUNCIU>1EN: Jahn. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Orale said he felt setting up the fund was an indication 
Torrance would go along with this. 

Recommendations of the City Manaqer: 

The following recommendation was submitted for consideration and 
approval: 
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APPROP.RIATIONS: 

To Arrow Engineering Company, Inc., for engineering services during 
the month of February 1957, the sum of $1,641.75. 

4 ;11 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the City Manager's recommend
ation under Appropriations. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

2. A letter from the City Manager, dated March 8, 1957, submitted a 
job description for Parking Enforcement Matron. 

Councilman Blount said when he made the motion authorizing this job 
he did not intend that these ladies should ride motors of any kind. 

Mayor Isen read an excerpt from the monthly letter from the Municipal 
Finance Officer's Association about the success of a similar plan in 
Bloomington, Ill., with a population of 134,163 people. They have abandoned 
the use of the 3-wheel motors. They use five women on this work, and they 
are directly responsible to the Director of Finance. They are trained to 
give information about streets, etc . The revenue from the parking meters 
is five times greater than when policemen did the job. 

Councilman Blount said he did not see the necessity for putting them 
on motors. He moved this requirement be struck from the job description. 

There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 
Councilman Benstead asked how they will carry the money from the 

meters. 
Chief of Police Haslam said he would not recommend that they collect 

the money. He said it takes a full time employee to collect this money, 
count it and bank it; he spoke of the cumbersome weight of the money, 
and said he would not recommend that women handle it. 

Mayor Isen agreed with the Chief of Police that this might be too 
heavy for women, and asked if it should also be deleted fromfue job 
description. 

City Manager Stevens said the job description was patterned after one 
in a neighboring city which has been successful, and he recommended leaving 
it in the job description at this time. 

Councilman Benstead asked who would collect the money. 
Chief of Police Has lam said a policeman should do this. 
Councilman Blount moved to approve the job description with the 

requirement regarding 3-wheel motors deleted. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objections, so ordered. 

Communications from the Civil Service Board: 

1. A letter dated March 7, 1957, from the Civil Service Board, 
signed by W. C, Bradford, Secretary, approved a request from Josephine 
Portlock, Account Clerk in the Building Department, for a leave of absenc~ 
for six months commencing March 1, 1957. The request was also approved 
by Mr. John Russell, Supt. of the Building Dept. This required ratifica
tion by the Council. 

Councilman Blount moved to approve Mrs. Portlock's request. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objection, so ordered. 

2. A letter dated March 7, 1957, from the Civil Service Board, 
signed by W. C. Bradford, Secretary, reported that the Board had approved 
a request from Jonathon L. Dunmyer, Park Maintenance Man, for a leave of 
absence of two weeks in addition to his regular vacation period, to be 
taken in May. This request from Mr. Dunmyer was also approved by Mr. 
C. W. Clemmer, Ass't. Park Supt., and requires Council ratification. 

Councilman Blount moved to approve Mr. Dunmyer's request. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn; no objections, so ordered. 
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3~ A letter from the Civil Service Board, dated March 7, 195.7 , a rIC' 
signed by W. C. Bradford, Secretary, bore their recommendation that t h,: 
physical requirements as set up in the job description for policewoman 
be waived at an examination being bulletined at the present time as a 
departmental promotional examination. The letter explained that the rea so ~ 
for this recommendation is that there are four persons presently employed 
in the classification of File Clerk and Police Matron, all of whom have 
filed for this promotional examination, and all the applicants are 
performing the duties of policewomen in their present job. 

Councilman Benstead did not agree with this recommendation. . 
City Manager Stevens felt the physical requirements should not be 

waived. The City Manager added that he felt the women who work for tlye 
Police Dept. should meet these requirements, regardless of the capacity 
in which they work. He said he feels that policemen and firemen shoul d 
have physical standards, and so should these women. 

Mayor Isen moved the recommendation be denied. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objection, so ordered. 

Communications from the City Attorney: 

1. The City Attorney, under date of March 8, 1957, submitted to the 
Council an opinion on the subject "LEGAL ACTION OF EFFECT OF JOHNSON RANCH 
PONDING ON DOMINGUEZ CHANNEL FLOW." His conclusion was "Legal action is 
impractical". 

There were no objections and this was ordered filed as a matter of 
record. 

2. On March 8, 1957, the City Attorney rendered an op~nlon on 
"FURNISHING OF SERVICES BY TORRANCE TO OTHER MUNICIPALITIES .. " H5_ s 
conclusion was "that proprietary and utility services may be rer:ci.ered. 
by the City of Torrance to other chartered cities on a contract basis 
but that governmental services may not be so rendered." 

In reply to a request from Mayor Isen, Attorney Remelmeyer said he 
~ould consider Police and Fire services as governmental; water would 
be a utility; and trash pick-up would be a proprietary service. 

There were no objections, and the letter was ordered filed as ~ 
matter of record. 

3, Under date of March 8, 1957, the City Attorney submitted an 
Ordinance ordering the vacation of Abalone Avenue and Indra Avenue in 
Tract 19308. He reported that City Engineer Bishop advised him on March 
8 that the subdivider has now completed the covered drainage ditches j.n 
this tract. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer said there is an exception in the Ordindnce; 
on Parcel #1 , City Engineer Bishop has informed him the City need not 
accept that 5' strip and he would like that struck from the OrdinanCe, 

There were no objections and it was so ordered. 
Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read: 

ORDINANCE l\D. 859 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ORDERING THE VACATION OF ABALONE AVENUE 
AND INDRA AVENUE IN TRACT 19308, IN THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with fUrther reading of the 
Ordinance. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by rc. ~ 
call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Ordinance 859 as corr~:' -~~ 
at its first reading. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 
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ENGINEERING & PLANNING COMMISSION MATTERS: 

1. A letter dated March 8, 1957, from John R. Patrick, Assistant to 
the City Engineer, recommending approval of the request of Los Angeles 
Countv Sanitation District to connect a sewer to a Torrance sewer. Mr. 
Patrick pointed out they agree to accept maintenance to guarantee the 
City of T~rrance ample capacity to sewer our territory. 

City Engineer Bishop referred to the Staff Minutes of April 12, 19:£, 
and letter from Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts dated April 3, 
1956, which were attached to Mr. Patrick's letter, and to Mr. Patrick's 
letter, and said they do not quite cover the whole sewer. If the 
Couhcil does grant this request, he advised it be on condition they 
enlarge their commitment to guarantee us sufficient capacity in Paseo 
de las Tortugas as well as Vista Montana. He did not agree with Mr. 
Patrick's recommendation. 

Mayor Isen ordered this held over until everything on the recommenda
tion is in order, when this was ordered back on the Agenda. 

At 10:05 P. M., Mayor Isen declared a recess, with the Council 
reconvening at 10:15 P. M. 

2. A letter dated March 8, 1957, from John R. Patrick, Assist ant 
to the City Engineer, submitted a letter from the Title Insurance and 
Trust ~6mpany saying the parcel of land along 166th St. on the easterly 
side of Crenshaw must be vacated before they will insure it. A sketch 
showing the location of the property was attached to Mr. Patrick's letter, 
as was a copy of the letter from the Title Insurance and Trust Co., dated 
March 7, 1957. 

Councilman Orale moved the City Attorney be authorized to draw the 
necessary Resolution. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll 
call v-ote. 

3. A letter from John R. Patrick, Assistant to the City Engineer, 
dated March 8, 1957, submitted 10 easements given in Block B of Tract 
10300 for the widening of the alley westerly of Palos Verdes Boulevard. 
A sketch was submitted with the letter. 

Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3136 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO 
ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, n-oSE CERTAIN EASEMENT 
DEEDS IN THE HOLLYWOOD RIVIERA AREA. 

Councilman Orale moved to dispense with fUrther reading of the 
Resolution. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Councilman Orale moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3136. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by r oll 

call vote. 

4. A letter dated March 8, 1957, from John R. Patrick, Assistant to 
the City Engineer, submitted a street easement from Tom Silva and Gunhild 
Silva. A sketch was attached to the letter. 

Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read: 

RESOLUTION l\lQ. 3137 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY CDUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
ACCEPTING ON BEHALF OF THE CITY THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT 
DEED FROM TOM SILVA AND GUNHILD SILVA. 
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Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of 
Resolution No. 3131. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3131, 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote, 

5, A letter from John R. Patrick, Assistant to the City Engineer, 
dated March 8, 1951 , submitted an easement from L. M. Lapornik for 
widening 229th St. and for proposed 229th Place. A sketch was attached. 

Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3138 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ACCEPTING, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, THP,T 
CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM LUDWIG M. LAPORNIK AND 
EDNA C. LAPORNIK. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3138. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote. 

CASE f\X). 430: A letter from George C. Powell, Planning Director, 
resubmitted Case No. 430, recommended for approval subject to 
Exhibit IIA" as listed on Letter of March 8, 1951, Attached was 
an excerpt from the Council Minutes of March 5, 1951, showing 
this was held over for clear statement of the stipulations, etc. 

Planning Director Powell said from now on, they will adopt Councilman 
Blount's suggestion that the Exhibits be plainly marked and the conditions 
shown on it. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Planning Commission on Case 430, with the conditions and Exhibit A 
as shown. 

Momn, seconded by .Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

CASE NO. 419: Letter from George C. Powell, Director, Planning 
Commission, with reference to holding Hearing to permit clarifi
cation of legal description, referring to the Guenser property, 
This letter was dated March 8, 1957. 

Mayor Isen sot the date for this hearing as April 2, 1957, at 
5: 30 P. M. 

CASE NO. 433: Transmittal from the Planning Commission recommending 
approval of application of Roman Catholic Archbishop for Variance 
to permit addition to St. Catherine Laboure Church at 3846 
Redondo Beach Boulevard. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Planning Commission. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 
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ORDINANCE NJ. 858 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ORDERING THE VACATION OF A PORTION OF 
ROSLIN AVENUE AND CERTAIN ALLEYS IN TRACT 9306 
IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

touricilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Ordinan<;:€.. 

Mo~ion, seconded by Mayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Ordinance No. 858 at its 
second and final reading. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carri&d un animously by r oll 
call vote. 

REPORTS: 

The office of the City Clerk advised there is on file in that office 
the new Roster compiled by Frank M. Jordan, Secretary of State, f or 
the year 1957, covering Federal State, County and City officials 
of the State of California. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

City Attorney Remelmeyer reported he had held a conversation today 
with Mr. Hamilton of O'Melveny & Meyers, and they feel we should go back 
.and get new petitions for the Parking Assessment District and start an ew. 
They feel we would be in a more sound position by doing this. 

Councilman Drale moved the people who circulated th~ other petitions 
be notified of this and start re-circulating the new petitions at once. 

Mayor Isen seconded the motion. 
Mayor Isen asked the City Mana~6r if it would be practical to hire 

someone for a few days to do this, and pay them out of the parking meter 
funds. 

City Manager Stevens said it could be done that way, and that 
O'Melveny & Meyers should be authorized t o prepare the new petition .. 

Councilman Drale so amended his motion. 
Councilman Jahn seconded the motion as amended. 
Motion, as amended, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer presented to the Council a Resolution 
authorizing him to condemn some additional parcels in the Hollywood Riviera 
section of the City for a sewer district. 

Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3139 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE FINDING AND DETERMINING THAT THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST AND NECESSITY REQUIRE THE ACQUISITION, , 
CONSTRUCTION AND COMPLETION BY THE SAID CITY OF 
TORRANCE OF CERTAIN PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. TO WIT: 
THE ())NSTRUCTION OF A SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM IN 
THE HDLLYV~OD RIVIERA SEWER DISTRICT NO. 2 OVER 
AND ACROSS CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE; AND DIRECTING THE CITY ATTORNEY TO BRING 
AND PROSECUTE AN ACTION IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR 
THE CONDEMNATION THEREOF. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further readinguof the 
Resolution. . 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, and carried unanimously by r oll 
call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3139. Motion 
seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
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Councilman Drale commented that there was a letter about a library 
marked IIFOR INFORMATION ONLYII in the Agenda, and that he would like to 
have it referred to the budget hearings. 

Mayor Isen said it should be on the Agenda for the nExt Council 
meeting. He assigned the number IIG-711 to this letter, and ordered this 
referred to the Agenda of the next Council meeting for consideration. 

Councilman Blount moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:30 P. M. 

A. H. BARTLETT 
cIty Clerk of the cIty of Torrance 

By Irvin j. Hallanger 
Deputy CIty Clerk 

APPROVED: 

Mayor of the CIty of Torrance - ;. .. .. \ 

( 
, 
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