
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
February 19, 1957 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a regular meet
ing at 5:30 P. M., Tuesday, February 19, 1957, in the Council Chamber of 
the City Hall in Torrance, California. 

Those responding to roll call by Deputy City Clerk Hallanger were: 
COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Orale, Isen. ABSENT: Q)UNCILMAN: Jahn. 
City Manager Stevens and City Attorney Remelmeyer were also present. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Attorney Remelmeyer led the 
salute to our Flag. 

The Rev. Milton Sippel opened the meeting with an invocation. 

Councilman Benstead moved to approve the Minutes of the February 13, 
1957, meeting of the Council as written. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, no objections, so ordered. 

Because the agenda for the meeting was very heavy, and because the 
Council had intended to act on Case No. 428 at the last meeting of the 
Council, Mayor Isen directed that this case be considered first. 

CASE NO. 428: A transmittal form from the Planning Commission 
recommended approval of application of Christ the King Lutheran 
Church for Variance at 2706-182nd St., to construct a Church in 
Zones A-l and R-2. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read the letter of transmittal to the 
Council. 

Councilman Orale moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Planning Commission. 

Motio~ seconded by Councilman Benstead,carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

!llQ§.: 

Mayor Isen announced this was the time and place for opening of Bids 
for automatic lawn sprinkler system for the Civic Center. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger presented the Affidavit of Publication. 
Councilman Benstead moved this be accepted and filed. 
There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
City Manager Stevens opened, and Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read, the 

bids summarized here: 

BIDDER: 

Hall Sprinkler Co. 
2524 So. Overland 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

o & M Sprinkler Co. 
159~5 So. Garfield Ave, 
Paramount, Calif. 

Hydro Company 
3312 Tecumseh St. 
Lynwood, Calif. 

Accompanied by bidders' 
bond of $1250.00 

Accompanied by bidders' 
bond of 10% of amt. bid 

Accompanied by bidders' 
bond of 10% of amt. bid 

TOTAL AMOUNT BID: 

$ 11,625.00 

$ 9,967.00 

$ 13,990.00 
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Councilman Blount asked which of these companies had prepared the 
specifications for this system for the City. 

City Manager Stevens replied that the specifications were prepared by 
a company which does not bid, nor install such systems. 

Councilman Benstead asked if these bids were for plastic or pipe 
systems, and the City Manager said he would have to check. Mr. Stevens 
added all were bidding on the same type. 

Councilman Drale moved the Bids be referred to the City Manager for 
study and recommendation. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, no objections, so ordered. 

b.ids 
Mayor Isen announced this was the time and place for the opening of 
for concrete sidewalk at the Civic Center. 
Deputy City Clerk Hallanger presented the Affidavit of Publication. 
Councilman Blount moved this be accepted and filed. 
There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

the 
City Manager Stevens opened and Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read, 

bids summarized here: 

BIDDER: 

Dangler & Staggs 
93~1 E. Compton Blvd. 
Bellflower, Calif. 

Star Construction Co. 
1514E Indiana Ave. 
Paramount, California. 

Clover Construction Co. 
11933 E. Orange St. 
Norwalk, Calif. 

E. W. Allen 
P.O. Box 132 
Fallbrook, Calif. 

Accompanied by bidders' 
bond of 10% of amt. bid 

Accompanied by bidders' 
bond of 10% of amt. bid 

Accompanied by cashiers' 
check in the amt. of $487.50 

Accompanied by bidders' 
bond of 10% of amt. bid 

TOTAL AMOUNT BID: 

$ 3,997.50 

$ 2,827.50 

$ 4,875.00 

$ 2,925.00 

Councilman Drale moved these bids be referred to the City Manager 
for study and recommendation. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, no objections, so ordered~ 

HE6RINGS; 
Mayor Isen announced, this was the time and place for the Hearing on 

Resolution No. 3091 - Intention to Vacate Walkway in Block "C" Tract 10306. 
Deputy City Clerk Hallanger presented the Affidavit of Publication 

and posting of notices. 
There were no objections, and this was accepted and ordered filed. 
City Engineer Bishop said all the proper reservations h?ye been 

included. 
Mayor Isen asked if anyone wished to be heard. 
No one came forward. 
Councilman Blount moved the Hearing be closed. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Bcnstead, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those present. 
City Attorney Remelmeyer wa& directed to prepare and present the 

necessary Ordinance. 

Mayor Isen announced this was the time and place for the continued 
Hearing on Resolution No. 3059, Intention to Vacate Portion of Roslin 
Avenue and Alleys in T~act 9306. ' , 

Mayor Isen asked the City Engineer if he did n~t have a better plan 
now for this. 

. City Engineer Bishop said he did. He said we have a notarized letter 
from Edward Del'1irjian promising to give the City even more 
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improvements than are normally required. He said the 5' easement on Lot 
12 is no longer needed because we will have sufficient roadway to swing 
this over and have all the street we need. The City Engineer said he 
recommended this as a better plan than the original. 

Mayor Isen asked if anyone wished to be heard. 
No one came forward. 
Councilman Blount moved the Hearing be closed. 
Motion, seconded by Mayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call 

vote of those present. 
Councilman Orale moved the necessary Ordinance be , prepared and, 

presented. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Blount, no objection, so ordered. 

Mayor Isen pointed out the length of the Agenda for this meeting, 
and asked if there was anyone present who would like to have their matters 
taken out of order, saying in order to expedite the meeting, the Council 
would be glad to help them. 

No one came forward. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. A Resolution of the Torrance Traffic Safety Council, unanimously 
adopted, submitted the resignation of that body until such time as ,the 
Mayor and ,City Council deem it advisable to re-constitute the Traff'ic ' 
Safety Council with its duties and function clearly defined. Fh~Resolu
tion was adopted by the Traffic Safety Council at their meeting held 
on Monday, February 4, 1957. 

Mayor Isen said the Council was agreed on the need for this Counc:il, 
and had unanimously agreed to form it. He read a list of the members of 
the Traffic Safety Council members. Mayor Isen asked Councilman Blount 
and Chief of Police Haslam if they did not think it would be a good idea 
to refer this to the Traffic Commission, to see if a plan could not be 
worked out there to define the functions of this Committee. 

Councilman Benstead thought this an excellent suggestion. 
Councilman Blount said he felt a great deal could be done in this. 

area of control by a lay group, and the Chief of Police agreed with. him. 
There were no objections, and Mayor Isen referred this to the 

Traffic Commission for their study and recommendation. 

2. For the record, there was a letter from the Southern California 
Veterinary Medical Association, 1919 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 57, 
signed by P. C. Olson, President and Don Mahan, Executive Secretary, 
saying the veterinarians desire that all clinics for the year 1957 in the 
South Bay area be scheduled between the dates of March 15, 195T, and -
April 1, 1957. " 

There were no objections, and this was ordered filed. ,',', 
, .- ..•. "'! 

3. A letter dated February 15, 1957, from Bessie D. Slone~~er, 
Secretary of the Veterans' Service Center Board of Directors,ask:\.ng 
that the Council consider converting the old City Hall into a Community 
Center. 

There were no objections, and Mayor Isen referred this to City Manag
er Stevens for a report as to whether or not the City can afford this, 

4. A February 5, 1957, request from Virginia Bryant, Manager of th2 
Special Features Department of the American National Red Cross, Los Ang el e s 
Chapter, that the City fly the Red Cross flag at the City Hall again in 
1957. 

Councilman Blount moved the request be granted. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, no objections, so ordered. 

5. A Report from the City Engineer, City of Los Angeles, recited to 
the Council the action adopted by the Board of Public Works of the City of 
Los Angeles pursuant to the submission by the Torrance City Council of 
their Resolution No. 3083. 
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There were no objections, and the Report was ordered filed. 

6. A recommendation from George C. Powell. Planning Director, that 
a waiver fee of $15.00 be refunded to Mr. Frederick Cook, 2207 Carson St. 
Mr. Powell explained that it was found his request did not require a 
waiver. Mr. Powell's memorandum was dated February 5, 1957. 

. Councilman Orale moved the refund to Mr. Cook be made in accordance 
with Planning Director Powell's recommendation. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

7. A letter dated February 5, 1957, from Marion J. Varner, architect, 
addressed to City Manager Stevens, discussed the heating and ventilating 
sys'j;em at the new City Hall, and gave his opinion that all of the remaining 
moneys due the general contractor as a part of his original contract or . 
contract additions be made payable by the Council at this time. 

Counqilman Benstead asked the City Manager if the City Hall was the 
only building involved here. and City Mgr. Stevens said the Police Station 
was a180 a part of this. 

, Councilman Benstead a~ked Chief Haslam how the ventilating system is 
working in the jail, and the Chief said since the last repairs were made, 
it works satisfactorily. . 

Councilman Orale said he had noticed that during the recent rains, 
water dripped off the canopy over the Maple Avenue entrance to the City 
Hall, and that should be correcte'd. He commented on the heating and 
ventilating system by saying the City would get service on that system 
for a year and it should be working perfectly by the end of that time. 

Mayor Isen asked the City Manager if they have been working on the 
ventila~ing system, and the City Manager said yes. 

City Manager Stevens told the Council that the system is not an 
air conditioning system, and will only circulate the air, and that it 
will be working as it should before the year's service is over. 

Chief ' Haslam said the roof on the .9arage at the Police Station has 
not been attended to, and leaks very badly. 

Goun~ilman Benstead moved to hold payment over until that roof has 
been fixed. ' 

there were no objections and it was so brdered, with this to come 
back on the Agenda when that has been done. 

8. A February 7, 1957, letter from Marshall W. Julian, Acting 
Coordinator of Civil Defense Area G, regarding the tentative proposal for . 
the employment of a part-time Coordinator for Area G. , 

Ge~)1'ge C. Powell, Civil Defens.e Direchr, recommended that this be 
held over for a week for study. , 

-There were no objections, and the Mayor ordered this referred to the 
City Manager and Mr. Powell for study. -

Miayor Isen directed that Items 9, 10, and 11, all concerned with 
parking on Torrance Boulevard, be considered at one time, They"were: 

9. A petition dated January 23, 1957, bearing 27 signatures protest
ingagainstparallel parking on Torrance Boulevard and requesting angle 
parking on that Boulevard from Crenshaw to Sartori. -

10. A letter dated February 5, 1957, from Arthur Berke, D.D.S., 1526 
Cravens Ave., opposed parallel parking on Torrance Blvd., and suggested 
angle parking. 

11. A February 9, 1957, letter from Allen L. Pyeatt, 0.0., protested 
against parallel parking on Torrance Blvd. and submitted a peti·tion bearing 
104 signatures supporting his suggestions. ' 

Councilman Blount asked if anyone -could say how many parking places 
we would 10s.e by parallel parking. 

Chief Haslam said the only place he feels there is any real congestion 
along there is in front of the medical offices at Beech and Torrance 
Boulevard. -

_ A _ 
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Councilman Blount said absolutely no parking had been provided by the 
builder of that building, and that he did not feel the City should provide 
it for them. 

Mayor Isen said it had been suggested to him that parallel ~arking 
be used ori the south side of Torrance Blvd. and angle parking ori tHe 
north side of the street as far west as Cota Ave. .

City Manager Stevens said the angle parking there on Torrance Blvd. 
bottlenecks the traffic on a busy street, 

Mayor Isen pointed out that we have ordered parallel patking." 
Councilman Blount said parallel parking was Mr. Dorsey's first ,. 

recommendation, and this has been recommended by the Traffic Commission 
as well. 

Councilman Orale said the angle parking could be extended to Madrid, 
and this would keep the bottleneck from being too sharp. 

Chief of Police Haslam said he did not feel the hazard created by 
following such a suggestion would make the few spaces to be gaine8 worth 
while. . 

Chief Haslam said that so far as the suggestion which was made to 
the Mayor is concerned, he can see no merit whatever in it. 

Mayor Isen said as long as the parallel parking has been order.a, 
he can see no course of action other than ordering the petit£on"s and 
letters filed, which he did order. 

Councilman Orale asked how far the meters will be placed westerly on 
Torrance Boulevard. 

City Manager Stevens said they Will come as far as Cota. 
Councilman Orale said he thinks that will help the parking congestion. 

12. A February 1, 1957, letter from City Engineer Bishop reported 
the Engineering Department plans for Plaza del Arno from Arlington Avenue 
to Carson Street. The letter reported that no time has been set for the 
improvements contemplated. 

There were no objections, and this letter was ordered fi~ed, ~ith 
a copy to go to the School Board. Mayor Isen directed the Citt Manager 
to furnish the School Board with the copies of the letter. 

13. A February 7, 1957, request from the California So6thern.dil 
Company, 2052 VL 233rd St, J Torrance, that Oil Well Bond #M-124876-' be 
substituted for the cash deposit of $1250.00 covering their wells in 
Torrance. 

Councilman Blount asked if the bond meets the requirement of the 
City. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger said it does, and that he has recommended 
that this refund be made, 

Councilman Blount moved to approve this refund and substi~ution of 
the bond subject to the approval of the City Attorney. 

Motion, seconded by Mayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call vote 
of those present, 

14. A letter dated February 12, 1957, from Mrs. Thomsen of 22705 
Linda Drive, asked that a library be furnished in the area where sne' 
lives. 

A n,emorandum from the City Manager~ dated February 13, 1957, said 
there are not funds available for this during the current fiscal year. 

There were no objections, and this was ordered referred to th~ 
Budget Hearings. 

15, A February 8, 1957, request from the Easter Seal Society; ' signed 
by Jack Lear, Administrative Director, for permission to place coin 
receptacles in Torrance between March 15 and April 21, 1957. 

Councilman Benstead moved the request be granted. 
Motion seconded by Mayor Isen, no objection, so ordered .. 

16. A letter from W. C. Bradford, Secretary to the Civil SerVice 
Board, dated February 11, 195 7 , recommended a complete review of aU 

; .. 1 -r 
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classifications in City service, and recommended that this might be tied 
in with a salary survey if one is contemplated. 

'Councilman Drale moved this be referred to the Budget Hearings. 
There wer~ no objections, and it was so ordered. 

17. A petition dated February 11, 1957, bore eleven signaturesj and 
requested that the Engineering Department make a survey of the properties 
on Nearcliff Street in To~rance to see what can be done to halt further 
ero sion • 

. . . ~here were no objections~ and this was referred to the City Engineer, 
and Mr. Bishop was requested to send a copy of his report to some of the 
signer~ of the petition. 

~~h~ City Engineer said a survey was already under way. 

18. A copy of the Collins-Dietrich Air Services. Inc.~ qUijrteply 
report for the quarter ended December 31, 1957, waS submitted. 

Councilman Benstead asked if the Airport Commission had received 
copies of this, and was told that they had. 

There were no objections , and the report was ordered filed. 

19~ An undated letter from Dick Fitzgerald, Manager of the Torrance 
Chainber of Commerce, reported that their quarterly report of activities 
was delayed by the fact that their audit will soon be ready, and will be 
submitted with the activity report. 

There were no objections. and this was ordered filed as a matter of 
record. . 

20. A letter dated February 15 t 1957, from William Woollett, 124 W. 
Fourth St., Los l\nge1es, reported that the work on the Torrance Recreation 
contracts is now completed in El Retiro, Seaside and Walteria parks, 
and recommended that a Notice of Completion be filed. 

Under date of February 18 : 1957, Recreation Director Van Bellehem 
concurred with Mr, Woo 11 ett in hi s recommendation. 

A memorandum from the City Manager, dated February 18, 1957, also 
recommended concurrence. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
City Manager and Recreation Director . 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present, 

Communications fro~_tQ.~ __ gj_tti~9..Q.ager: 

1. A letter dated February 8: 1957, submitted for Council approval 
j~b descriptions for a Planning Technician, Office Engineer and Aquatic 
Supervisor. These were approved by the Civil Service Board at their 
meeting of February 6: 195 7 , 

Councilman Blount moved that these be approved, 
Motion, seconded by Mayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call vote 

of those present. 

2. ' A recommendation dated February 15, 1957, from the City 
Manager, submitted the following items for Council consideration and 
approval: 

APPROPRIATIONS: 

1. To Arrow Engineering Company, Inc., for engineering services 
during the month of January, 1957, the sum of $1,146.75. 

2. To Barclay Surveying Co" Inc" for engineering services during 
the month of January, 1957, the sum of $1,056.00, 

Councilman Benstead asked what this was for, and the City Manager 
said it is surveying for the Engineering Department, who does not have a 
survey party, 

-6- Februarv 19. 1957 



The City Manager added that examinations are soon to be calledc to 
establish a survey party for the City. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendati9tn~ ! of the 
City Manager under IIAppropriations ll

• 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

Oral Recommendations of the City Manager: 

The City Manager reported that he and Mr. Dorsey and the people who 
will supply the parking meters ordered by the Council had held a meeting, 
and the wish to modify the Council's recommendation by adding a .few 
meters, particularly at the intersection of Sartori and Engraciato pro
vide parking space there. He presented a map as "Exhibit All, and 
recommended an Ordinance be prepared in accordance with this. . 

Nlayor Isen moved to concur with the recommendation of the City 
Manager. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried by the following . roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Orale, Isen. NOES: COVNCILMEN: 
Benstead. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Jahn. . 

Councilman Benstead asked why there are no meters in the center of 
Cabrillo where center parking is allowed, saying there are meters .B,t the 
side of that street. 

Mayor Isen agreed that is a good point. He asked if mete~s could 
not be put there on a temporary basis until the City's parking lots are 
ready. 

Councilman Blount said there are several meters which have been 
damaged and have not been repaired, naming one near Currie's, one in front 
of Caprino's, one in front of Torrance Plumbing; he said there is a 
meter missing in frontof the California Bank. 

City Manager Stevens said he had sent a note regarding these to the 
Street Department to repair the posts where necessary and to the man ~ who 
puts the heads on the meters to check them where necessary. 

Councilman Blount said that the City Manager was not getting the 
cooperation he should have from them, because the meters have not been 
repaired. 

Councilman Orale said until we get off-street parking lots, he thinks 
we should meter the center of Cabrillo, saying the City could use the 
revenue from the center of the street parking. 

Mayor Isen agreed, saying we should order these meters at the same 
time these others are ordered. 

Councilman Blount said he thinks first we should police the ones ' we 
have and install them where needed. 

Councilman Orale moved to refer this to Mr. Dorsey with the recommenda
tion on the center-of-the-street meters, as the Assessment ~istrict may be 
slow in furnishing the off-street parking. 

Motion soconded by Mayor Isen. 
At the request of Councilman Blount, Councilman Orale amended his 

motion to include the following: 'and that the areas that have m~!-.ers be 
further policed. ' 

Mayor Isen accepted the amendment in his second to the motion. 
Ci ty Manager Stevens recommended that the Council hold a meeting with 

Mr. Dorsey and the Assessment ~istrict committee to discuss this. 
There were no objections, and it was so ordered, with the City Manag er , 

to set up the meeting. . 
Motion carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 

Blount, Orale, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Jahn. 

At 6:15 P. M., Mayor Isen declared a recess, with the Council 
re-convening at 6:25 P. M. 
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Mayor Isen said it had been requested that ItemL-3 under Engineering i 
and Planning Matters be taken up at this time. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger presented: 

TENTATIVE TRACT lvlAP NO. 18962: Transmittal form from Planning 
Commission and Engineering Department recommending approval of 
Tentative Tract Map No. 18962, located southerly of 187th St. 
between Cordary Avenue and Prairie Avenue, containing 8 lots 

presBnted by Mr. Al Wechsler. Attached were: . 
a. Excerpt from Planning Commission Minutes of February 6, 1957; 
b. Letter from J. R. Patrick, Ass't. to City Engr., dated Jan, 15, 

1957; 
c. Letter from A. E, McVicar, Sup't. Water Dept., dated Jan, 18, 

1957; 
d. Sketch of tract: 
e. Letter from Mr. Bishop, City Engr" dated August 18, 1954, 

regarding half-streets; . 
f. Standard plan of half-streets dated August 18, 1954; 
g. A letter dated Feb. 15, 1957 y from ·James G. Felker, agreeing 

to dedicate to the City, without cost, a street easement 40' 
in width by 147', more or less, for the continuation of 188th 
St., as indicated on Tract Map No. 18962, this being submitted 
at this meeting in response to a request by the Planning Commis
sion. 

Oouncilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Planning Commission, subject to ;vir. Felker's letter of February 15, 1957. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote of those present. 

FOR DISCUSSION: 

1. Consideration of the application of the L. A. County Flood 
Control District to drill an exploration well at El Retiro 
Park. -

Mayor Isen said he and George ·Powell had looked over the well in 
Redondo Beach, and it had been cut off even with the ground. 

City Manager Stevens said it was very well concealed. 
Mayor Isen said Mr. Powell had recommended this be locked at the cap 

on the well in El Retiro. . 
Councilman Drale moved permission be granted for them to drill the 

well in El Retiro Park, with the conditions that it will be left at 
.grO'undlevel, the cap will be locked on the outside, all the drilling 
is to be done in the daytime, and the area is to be returned to its 
original condition when they are thr6ugh. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Blount, no objection, so ordered. 

2. Re-study of placement 6f parking mete~s. 

In view of the discussion held earlier in the evening about parking 
meters, thi~was ordered held over for the meetin~ with M~. Dorsey et al 
which Mr. Stevens is to set up. 

Mayor Isen asked that the meeting be set up within the next week if 
po~sible~ . 

3. Suggested ~lan of Ralph Dorsey for purchasing off-street ~arkin~ 
lots. 

This item was ordered held for the meeting with Mr. Dorsey. 

Communications from the City Attorney: 

A letter dated February 15, 1957, from City Attorney Remelmeyer, 
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told the Council that regarding the legality of zoning parking lots in 
downtown Torrance P-l, it is his opinion that the proposed rezoning is 
probably unconstitutional except as to those lots where a written approval 
is received from the owners thereof. The City Attorney said the third 
and final hearing before the Council has not been held, and if the Council 
c\esires to rezone any of the lots, it will be necessary to holdsi3.id 
third hearing. 

Councilman Drale moved this opinion from the City Attorney also be 
referred to the pending meeting with Mr. Dorsey, traffic consultant f0r 
the City. 

There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

ENGINEERING AND PLANNING cx)MMISSION MATTERS: 

1. TENTATIVE TRACT MI~ NO. 23151: Transmittal Form from Planning 
Commission and Engineering Department recommending approval of 
Tentative Tract Map No. 23151, located southerly of l78th St. 
and westerly of the prolongation of Gramercy Place, containing 
93 lots presented by Watt Construction Company. Attached were: 
a. Excerpt from Planning Commission Minutes of February 6, 1957; 
b. Letter from Supt. McVicar of the Water D~pt., dated Jan. 3, 

1957, regarding water service; 
c. Letter from J. R. Patrick, Ass't. to City Engr., dated 

Nov. 6, 1956~ concerning drainage, sewers, sidewalks, 
etc., and po~nting out that the lots are substandard. 

d. Letter dated Oct. 29, 1956, from the L. A. County Flood 
Control District, saying they have investigated this 
subdivision and feel it will be reasonably free from 
flood hazard as projected. 

e. Sketch of Tract. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendations of the 
Planning Commission, saying he believed it to be within the power of the 
Council to waive the lot r~quirements, and saying that north Torrance 
is developed in that area with 5,000 square foot lots. 

George C. Powell, Planning Director, said a variance was granted to 
Mr. Guenser to mine the clay for bricks on part of this land next to the 
tract, and that the area to be mined must be fenced. 

Mayor Isen seconded Councilman Orale's motion, agreeing that the 
Ordinance requiring 6,000 square feet was subject to variance, and saying 
that if the properties neighboring this are developed in 5,000 square foot 
lots, it would be unreasonable to require these to be 6,000 sq. ft. lots. 

Councilman Benstead said all lots are 5,000 square feet in the t .racts 
in Torrance, and if the Council is going to disregard the Ordinance which 
requires 6,000 square feet, he is in favor of disposing of the Ordinance. 

Councilman Blount agreed with Councilman Benstead, and pointed out 
that there is another tract on the Agenda with 5,000 square foot lots. 

Mayor Isen suggested holding this over for vote until the full 
Council is present. 

Councilman Drale said he thinks there are certain provisions under 
which we can waive the Ordinance. 

Mayor Isen asked for a roll calIon holding this tract and the other 
wi th 5,000 sq. ft. lots over until there is a full Council to act on them. 

The suggestion failed by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Drale, Isen. tDES: cx)UNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Jahn. 

Councilman Drale spoke in favor of granting the builder the privilege 
of developing this tract with 5,000 sq. ft. lots. He pointed out the many 
advantages of having the area developed, and that the ratio of land to 
house in this tract would be 4:1. He said he felt this would satisfy 
the average homeowner. 

Mayor Isen said that with the high cost of land, it makes homes "~ven 
more expensive and hard to buy to have the lots that large, and ih this 
case he felt it fair to make an exception to the 6,000 sq. ft. requirement. 
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Motion failed by the following roll call vote: 
Orale, Isen. ~DES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount. 
Jahn. 

AYES: COUNCIU~EN: 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 

2. TENTATIVE TRACT MAP NO. 18920: Transmittal form from Planning 
Commission and Engineering Dept. recommending approval of Tenta
tive Tract Map 18920, located northerly of 164th St. between 
Casimir and Daphne Ave., containing 13 lots, presented by the 
Liberty Investment Co. Attached were: 
a. Excerpt from Planning Commission Minutes of Feb. 6, 1957; 
b. Letter from J. R. Patrick, Ass't. to City Engr., dated Jan. 15 

1957; this concerned sewers, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, 
paving, etc., and said he could foresee no drainage problem 

in the tract. 
c. Letter from A. E. McVicar, Supt. Water Dept., dated Jan. 18, 

1957, regarding water service; 
d. Sketch of tract. 

Councilman Orale moved this be held over until there is a full 
Council present. 

Motion, seconded by Mayor Isen, failed by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Orale, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, 
Blount. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Jahn. 

Mayor Isen moved to concur with the Planning Commission on Tract 
No, 18920, 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, failed by the fol10w1ng roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Orale, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Bensteadj 
Blount. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Jahn. 

Mayor Isen asked the City Attorney to ~heck to see whether a motion 
for reconsideration would be in order on these two tracts; 

AWARDS OF CONTRACTS: 

4. A letter dated February 8, 1957, from John R. Patrick; Ass't. to 
the City Engineer, recommended that the contract for the concrete curb 
and gutter on Maple Ave., northerly of Torrance Blvd., be awarded to 
E. W. Allen, P. O. Box 132, Fallbrook, who submitted the lowest bid, in 
the amount of $2,026.09. A bid summary was attached to the letter from 
Mr. Patrick

l Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3103 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AUTrDRIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO 
EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN CONTRACT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AND E. W. ALLEN. 

. .. 
Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of the 

Resolution. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those present. 
Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3103. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those present. 

5. A letter dated February 8, 1957, from J. R. Patrick, Ass't, to , 
the City Engr~, recommended that the contract for concrete walk at McMaster i 

Park be awarded to Custom Concrete Corp., 332 W. Tichenor St., Compton, ! 
the low bidder at $2,714.00; and that the contract for the steel chain.lin~ 
fence at McMaster Park be awarded to U. S. Steel Corp., Cyclone Fence Dept. ,I 
Box 670, Glendale, the low bidder in the amount of $615.60. Bid summaries 
were attached for the information of the Council. 
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Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3104 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AUTI-DRIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO 
EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN CONTRACT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AND CUSTOM CDNCRETE CDRPORATION. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

Councilman Drale moved for adoption of Resolution No, 3104. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those present. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3105 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY CDUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AUTI-DRIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO 
EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN CONTRACT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AND UNITED STATES STEEL CD RPO RAT ION , AMERICAN 
STEEL AND WIRE DIVISION, CYCLONE FENCE DEPARTMENT. 

Councilman Blount moved to disp~nse with further reading of the 
Resolution. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote of those present. 

Councilman Blount moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3105. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 

roll call vote of those present. ~ 

6. A letter dated January 31, 1957, from City Engr. Bishop, 
recommended the release of Bond No. 520849 in Tract No. 22660 in the 
amount of $42,820.00, subdivider George Chacksfield. A copy of the 
letter from Park Supt. Clemmer approving the trees in the tract was 
attached. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with City Engr. Bishop's recommenda
tion to release this bond. 

Motion, seconded by MayorIsen, carried unanimously by roll call vote 
of those present. 

7. A letter dated February 15, 1957, from City Engr. Bishop, 
recommended release of Bond No. B40116 in Tract No. 15917 in the amount 
of $15,000.00, subdivider B & B Construction Co. A letter from Park 
Supt. Clemmer approving the trees in the parkways of this tract was 
attached. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
City Engineer to release Bond No. B40116. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

8. A letter dated February 15, 1957, from City Engr.Bishop, 
recommended release of Bond No. 1740320 in Tract No. 18518, in the amount 
of $27,500.00. A letter from Park Supt. Clemmer, approving the trees 
planted in this tract, was attached. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
City Engineer to release Bond No. 1740320. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote of ~hose present. 

9. A letter dated February 14. 1957, from City Engr. Bishop 
recommended release of Bond of $1,000 in Tract No. 22022, subdivider, 
Cleveland, Inc. This bond covered drainage structure in that tract, 
and slope erosion planting. 
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call 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Engineer and release the $1,000 bond in 'Tract 22022. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
vote of those present. 

10. A letter dated February 8, 1957, from Planning Director Powell, 
advised the Council that it was the recommendation of the Planning Commis-
sion at their regular 'meeting of February 6, 1957, that the area known 
as Crenshaw-Rolling Hill s annexation area be recommended to 'the City 
Council for approval, and that there is a map on file in the office of 
the City Attorney. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Planning Commission, and consent to the institution of proceedings for 
the annexation of the Crenshaw-Rolling Hills area. 

Motion, seconded by Mayor Isen, carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Drale, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
Blount. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Jahn. 

]2. CASE 1'0, 417: Revised Transmittal form 'from Planning Commission 
recommending approval of request of Wayne L. Nelson for Change of 
Zone from R-l to R-3 of Lots 1 through 17, Tract 21246, located 
at Redondo Beach Boulevard and Ainsworth, for the purpose of 
constructing four-family .units~ 

Mayor Isen set the date of the final hearing on this Case as March 12, 
1957, at 8:00 P. M. 

13. CASE NO. 420: Transmittal Form from Planning Commission (Resub
mitted) recommending approval of application of Torrance Planning 
Commission for Change of Zone from R-I to P-l (Planting-Buffer) 

, on propertyde~cribed as 300 feet along northerly line of lease 
held by Torrance Sand and Gravel Co. ' 

Mayor Isen set the date of the third and final hearing on this Case 
as March 12, 1957, at 8:00 P. M. 

14. CASE [\(). 421: Transmittal Form from Planning Commission "recom
mending approval of application of K. S. Senness for Variance on 
portion of Lot 5, Tract 9765, Land Use Zone R-l, for the purpose 
of drilling for and producing oil and gas, and erection of port
able derrick and other facilities. 

Councilman Bens'tead moved to hold this Case over for a week, so the 
Councilmen could inspect the property in question. 

, Mo;tion seconded by Councilman Blount, no objections, so order-ed. 
Couhcilman Drale said if, this is granted, he thought it would be ' 

nice if' the City could receive some revenue from it for the Recreation 
Department. He said that could be a condition of the Variance, and would 
not hurt the operator. 

COl!r-lcilman Blount asked the City Attorney to report to the Council 
on whether or not this could be requested. 

15. CASE [\(). 427: Transmittal Form from Planning Commission, 
recommending approval of application of George E. Knight for 
Variance to construct a medical and professional building 
on Lot 12, Tract 10216, situated between l82d and 186th Sts. 
in Land Use Zone R-3. 
Planning' Director Powell presented a sketch showing the plcins. '." 

Councilman Drale moved concurrence with the Planning Commission in, ; 
accordance with the sketch submitted here by the Planning Director. 

Motion, seconded by Mayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote of those present. . 

' , ' I 



16. CASE NJ. 429: Transmittal Form from Planning Commission, recom
mending approval of application of K. &ande Senness & Tbrrance 
Sand & Gravel Products Company for Variance to extract sanq and 
gravel from a portion of their property located in Lot 5, . 
Tract 9765, between Crenshaw and Madison in Zone R-l. 

Councilman Blount asked if we have anything in writing agreeing to 
set aside the P-zone there. 

Planning Director Powell read such a letter, saying it was a p~rt of 
Case 420. 

Councilman Blount moved to hold any action on this Case over until 
the Hearing on Case 420 on March 12, 1957 1 saying Cases 420, 421 and 429 
should all be considered at the same time. ' 

Motion seconded by MaYor Isen, no objections, so ordered. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3106 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
REQUESTING THE mUNTY OF LOS ANGELES TO ABANDON. PENDING 
PLANS FOR THE ACQUISITION AND OPERATION OF A LANDFILL 
DISPOSAL SITE IN THE CITY OF MONTEREY PARK WITI-OUT 
THE OONCURRENCE OF THE MONTEREY PARK CITY OOUNCIL. 

Councilman Blount moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

Councilman Blount moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3106. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those present. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3107 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OOUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO 
EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN QUIT~LAIM DEED TO SPARTAN REALTY & 
BUSINESS SALES OORP. 9 A CALIFORNIA OORPORATION. 

call 

Mayor Isen moved to dispense with further reading of the Resolution. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously.py roll 
vote of those present. 
Councilman Blount moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3107,. 

call 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimouslypy roll 
vote of those present. ' 

RESOLUTION NO. 3108 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OOUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANeE 
REQUESTING THE STATE HIGHWAY ENGINEER O~ THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA TO PROVIDE OFF RAMPS AT THE ARLINGTON AVENUE 
SEPARATION ON THE SAN DIEG£) FREEWAY. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Re·solution. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote of those present. 

Councilman Drale moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3108:~ 

). 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

An agreement between the City of Torrance and Harry Kissel regarding 
the acceptance of certain lands by the City for Park purposes in lieu of 



park fees was submitted, with a Resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute! 
the Agreement. ' 

City,Attorney Remelmeyer asked that the following Tract numbers 
should b~ added after Tract No. 20773 in paragraph 1 under II: 18249. 
18594, and 19425. 

There were no objections, and it was so ordered, with Mayor Isen 
instructing _the City Attorney to be sure the correction is made on the 
Agre~ment. , 

City Attorney Remelmeyer reported that when Mr. Kissel filed the , 
subdivisi.on mapsl he filed general restrictions, so the land can only be 
used for single family residences. In order to clear our title~ he will 
give usa waiver, but the City Attorney thinks we will have to bring a 
,sui t., 
, , City Manager Stevens reminded the Council we are getting the park 
and reservoir sites in lieu of fees due on these tracts. 

Councilman Orale asked if these will make a park site. 
City Manager Stevens said the park site is next to the school, 

and the '~eservoir site is on top of a hill. 
,;, , Councilman Blount asked how many acres are involved. 
, The, City Manager said he was only guessing, but he thought the 

re,se,rYoir site is about 1/2 acre, and the other piece of land is about 
6 aCJ;'r:s. 

Councilman Blount objected to Paragraph 3 of the Agreement, saying 
he thinks it is a blank check. He asked if this could be limited in some 
way., In'. , 

' Councilman Orale asked if we h2l.Ve not waived park fees in other 
~ase!). , 

The City Manager said we have not in just this manner. He said in 
the Kauffman-Wilson Tract we had collected the fees, and then paid them 
that exact amount of money for the park sites, 

,Mayor Isen said Paragraph 3 could be limited as desired by Councilman 
Blo,unt., by adding lias of the date hereof II , making any development in the 
fy:t-,y;r:,e a separate entity from this transaction. 

City Manager Stevens said the tract we know as the Ellinwood Tract 
has already been fully subdivided. 

I ' , Mayor Isen said he thought this exchange was to be for park fees 
already due, not those ~hich might be due later. 

; , Mayor Isen instructed City Attorney Remelmeyer to re-write .. a" under 
III. so the feelings of the Council as expressed here are reflected. 

There were no objections, and this was ordered held over for a week 
with the City Attorney to re-write the paragraph to which the Council 
objects. 
, Councilman Blount suggested that the re-writing include a revision 
downward of the area involved as well. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read: 

RESOLUTION NO, 3110 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AUTrORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE THAT 
CERTAIN WATER SERVICE AGHEEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY, ARROW 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY AND R. A. WATT WITH REFERENCE TO 

TRACT NO, 23151. 

Mayor Isen moved to dispense with further reading of the Resolution. 
, Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call 

vote "of those present, 
'C(;uncilmaI;1 Orale moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3110. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 

ca1;l vote of those present. 
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EESOLUTIO~ NO. 3111 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE' 
AUTJ-ORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITy CLERK TO EXECUTE THAT 
CERTAIN AGRES\1ENT FOR JOINT USE BETWEEN THE CITY AND 
WONETA WATER COMPANY WITH REFERENCE TO TRACT NO. 23151. 

Councilman Orale moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution, 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead! carried unanimously by roll 
c all vote of tho se present, 

Councilman Orale moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3111. 
Motion, seconded by Coun~ilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those present, 

Q.I::tAL COZ:ll'flY~191'..IO.NS 

Councilman Orale said it has been called to his attention that the 
dump is open to all types of people~ and he thinks the City should post 
notices of non-responsibility there. He said the area is very dangerous. 
and suggested keeping everyone out except vehicles delivering material to 
the dump and the driver. He said there seemed to be indications t·hat an 
investigation is needed, and asked City Attorney Remelmeyer for his 
recommendations on the measures the City should take at the next meeting. 

Chief of Police Haslam suggest~d that instead of trying to keep" 
everyone out except drivers, it might be well to post notices at ~he 
entrance of the dump forbidding anyone to leave the car unless on business. 

There were no objections, and the City Attorney was instructed to make 
his report at the next meeting of the Council. 

Councilman Orale said the Council has asked for a report on the 
possibility of straightening Carson St, by taking it through the p~~k_ 
in front of the High School. This has not been received, but he asked 
to have it soon. 

Councilman Orale sa~a some action should be taken to get the needed 
easements along Pll'airie Avenue, 

City Engineer Bishop said we will have a Right of Way Agent on this 
very soon. and that it has been delayed because of a shortage of p~rsonne1. . 

There were no objections, and City Engineer Bishop was instructed to 
report back on this at the next meeting of the Council. 

Councilman Blount said he had heard that each year the dump costs the 
City over $10,000, and asked the City Manager whether that was true. 

City Manager Stevens said it costs about that much to operate the 
dump, but that the dump takes in about $25,000 a year. 

Councilman Blount aslCGd where the money goes, 
City Manager Stevens said it goes into the General Fund. He, added 

that the dump has been self -supporting, but that after July we win not 
be excavating and selling dirt so there will not be as much incom~-from 
the dump as in the past, The sale of dirt has comprised over half the 
income. 

,Mayor Isen referred to the request received tonight for a library in 
the Seaside Rancho area, and said he thinks Hollywood-Riviera has needed 
a library for yearsr- and that north Torrance should have a library, and 
ultimately we should have a central library to be located on the Civic 
Center site. He asked Councilman Blount; as Chairman of the Library 
Board, whether the County is paying us what we should get for the library, 
He said he thinks if the City builds a library $ the County will pay the 
City the money for it in 5 equal annual payments. He presented a picture 
of the library being built under this plan in Manhattan Beach~ and then 
suggested that Co~ncilman Blount see if he can get any further details 
on this plan. 
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Mayor Isen said a Torrance Citizen had sent him an article from the 
Los Angeles Examiner about the White High School, and asked that it be . 
pointed out that this High School is not in the City of Torrance at all. 
but !' in the City of Los Angeles. 

Mayor Isen suggested that we explore the possibilities of having the 
County, the Flood Control District, or someone to fence the Flood Control 
Channel inside the City Limits of Torrance. 

Councilman Blount said he and Councilman Drale have been trying to 
get this done for the past 8 years. 

Councilman Drale said it is in County Supervisor Hahn's district. 
Mayor Isen moved such a Resolution be prepared. 
There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

Mayor Isen reminded the Council that it had been a long time 
they had voted to call the plunge .the Victor E. Benstead Plunge. 
s~ggested some type of ornamental letters should be purchased and 
up there without further delay, and so moved. 

City Manager Stevens said the plaque is now on order. 

since 
He 
put 

Councilman Drale said he had no objection to the motion, but if the 
plaque is on order, it probably has the information on it and there i~ 
no need to order the letters. 

Mayor Isen withdrew his motion until the plaque comes so the Council 
can see what it , looks like. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer said he has filed a suit against the Len 
Construction Co. for Use Tax, and asked if the Council will authorize 
him to have Mr. James Hall handle the case, specifying a reasonable 
f e'e,. 

Councilman Drale moved City Attorney Remelmeyer be authorized to 
engage Mr. James Hall to enter into this suit against Len Construction 
Co~ on behalf of the City. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. , 

City Attorney Remelmeyer reported that the Steinkamp Construction 
Co. had paid the City for condemnation necessary in Tract 22224, and that 
the condemnation has been done and there is an excess of money deposited 
over what was used, and this should be returned to Mr. Steinkamp. 

Councilman Blount moved that the City Attorney return the excess 
named here to Mr. Steinkamp. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Drale, and carried unanimously by 
roll call vote of those present. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer said regarding the condemnation necessary 
' in Tract 16884, Mr. Pannell, acting for the City, has reached a settle
ment of $1220 with Walter & Pauline Warner, Nick Lopin, and Martin & 
Julia Lopin, and asked if this was satisfactory to the Council. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with this settlement. 
Motion, seconded by Mayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call 

vote of those present. 

Councilman Benstead moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those present. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 P. M. 

A. H. Bartlett, City Clerk 
By Irvin J. Hallang'll'r 

Deputy City Clerk of the city of Torrance 

APPR~~ 

Mayor of the city of Torrance -16-


