
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

l )~b , 

The City Counci 1 of the City of Torrance convened in ' a rEHl\ll~r . . J ;, 

meeting at 5:30 P. M. Tuesday, October 16, 1956, io the Cou~Ci~~ ,-.(;na.mber, 
City Hall, Torrance, CaJ,1f,ornia~ . I 

Those responding to f()ll caJ,l by Deputy City ClerkH~~j.~~9~r w~~e: 
COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Orale, Jahn, and Isen. ABSENT: · . GOUNC~LMEN: 
None. City Manager Stevens and City AttoroeyRemelmeyer : w~~,: a-l~(), present. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Mr. Roy Ro~erts ledt~~" i !?alv;ie to the 
Flag. \,.i ':l ' .. ' . 

Couneilman Blqunt opened the meeting with an invocatig~. 
~ :-

Mayor Isen announced that tickets for the Watell' Rolo match, ',to ' be held 
Sunday, November 4, 1956, in the City's new swimming pool,(to. ~~lR · f:in.~nce 
an Olympic contestant are now available, and asked everyone to support 
this. 

Mayor Isen anno,IJrleed the employment ofRichardFi tz.g~;;~.l(f al} ·:the new 
manager of the Cha~e;of Commerce. Mr. Fitzgerald is kO:O;Wn i ~a,~i,()'nally 
in the Jr. Chamber of Commerce, and the Mayor feels Torrane-e) is ~ol1tu~te 
to have made the choice. . '" . ' t: , 

Mr. Fitzgerald thanked the Mayor, and said he is very ' ple~se~ \ ~,i,th 
the appointment, and promised to do all heean for the ent1reCi,t,y.' He 
said he will start to work ina~out two weeks. " ; :1~."~:' 

Mayor Isen then introducedG. S. "Bill" Evans, a reti~~(Lm'tmbet of 
the Torrance Police Depa:ctment. , , J, ~ 1 ' . 

Mr. Evans said he represents a group of civieminded people w~o: 
plan to get together a.nd honor the Mayor and the Ci ty Co.u:ng.i.~ a~cL the 35th 
anniversary of the City. He announced the dinner will b$,,~g..i1ten : p,,: Friday, 
Novembel: 2, 1906, at the Palos Verdes Country Club at 8:00 ,-P •. Me. He then 
pre$.ented invitations to each~.f the Councilmen. ': " n i 

. Mayor tsen thanked Mr. Evans for theC~unci1. , . J ' rr:: 

Councilman Jahn moved to approve the Minut-es of the Q.e,1;'O~~ .~ s9" 1956, 
meeting of the C"uncil as written. J.:" ",t . : .. .•. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, .. no objeetio",. ;st'?' i P~de;t~,.1 
:." ,.~ 1" • 

HEARINGS : :; 'J" 

Vista Highlands Sewer Distric:t. 1911 Act. Hearing on Ass.eMmen,t, 
(Continuea) 

-Mayor !sen announced that this was the . time and plac~"~~'~e;:c!)or the 
contin\led hearing on the assessment of the Vista Highlands , ~WE~.lL[)l~~~j.ct 
He announced there has been a re-spreading of the assessment to equalize 
matters. . '. . ' 

There were several people present interested in this matter, ' 'and in 
the interests of time, tl)e. Mayor s\lggested they go into the coJ\f,~~~c.~ 
room with City Engineer Bishop to discuss this and arrive at a' rrrore ' fa'll 
underst~~din9·. , . ... . . 

It was aglSeedto take thisma,tter up later in the evening, after the 
City Engineer had answered the questions of the people. \' 
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Deputy City Clerk Hallanger presented the affidavit of Publication 
of Resolution of Intention and of mailing notices of passage of Resolution 
of ,Intention and time of hearing, and the Street Superintendent's affi­
dav1t of 'posting Notices of Improvement. 

Councilman Benstead moved these be received and filed. 
, •. ~otion, seconded by Councilman Blount carried by the following 

roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Orale, Jahn, Isen. 
NOES: OCOUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT~ COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Isen announced this was the time and place fixed for the hear­
ing of all written protests against the proposed work or against the extent 
of ,~}1e , ~istrict to be assessed, or both. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger reported there were no written protests. 
Mayor Isen asked if anyone present wished to be heard. 
No one responded. 
Co~ncilman Benstead moved the Hearing be closed. 
,MQ;Uon, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried by the following roll 

call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Orale, Jahn, Isen. 
OOES: COUNCILMEN: None, ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Coun~ilman Jahn moved all protests be overruled even though there 
were none. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Orale, Jahn, Isen. 
NOE'S': , " roUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

. .~ 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read: 

'.j".' 

RESOLUTION NO. 3020 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
CALIFORNIA, ORDERING THE WORK OF IMPROVING PACIFIC COAST 
HIGHWAY AND CERTAIN OTHER STREETS WITHIN WHAT IS KNOWN AS 
THE ELL IWNOOD IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
BY THE CONSTRUCTION AND INSTALLATION THEREIN OF A STREET 
LIGHTING SYSTEM AND DIRECTIN G THE CITY CLERK TO POST AND 
PUBLISH A NOTICE INVITING SEALED PROPOSALS. 

, Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resol\Jtlon. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3020. 
, '. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by the 

following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Orale, 
Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: Councilmen: None. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3021 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
CALIFORNIA, ASCERTAINING THE PREVAILING RATE OF PER DIEM 
WAGES FOR EACH TYPE OR CRAFT OF WORKMAN NEEDED TO EXECUTE 
THE CX>NmACT FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY 
AND CERTAIN OTHER STREETS WITHIN WHAT IS KNOWN AS THE 

' ELLINWOOD IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE, BY 
THE CONSTRUCTION AND INSTALLATION THEREIN OF A STREET LIGHT­
ING SYSTEM AND ALL OTHER ITEMS OR WORK INCIDENTAL OR APPUR­
TENANT THERETO: 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

CO\llncllman Benstead moved for adoption of Resolution No. 302l. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by the 

following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount. Orale, 
Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 3022 
' • .1 ' 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE;, 
CALIFORNIA, DIRECTING THAT THE ASSESSMENT FOR THE 'cONSTROO;'; 
TION OF A STREET LIGHTING SYSTEM IN THE ELLINWOOD IMP-ROVEMENT 
DISTRICT, IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE, BE MADE BY THE GlrrY" ENGIN-
EER OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE: [ --

Councilman Orale moved to dispense with further reading~fthe 
Resolution. " '. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimousl'l',·by<r.ol 'l 
call vote. ~ 

Councilman Orale moved for adoption of Resolution No. 30"22: '· 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously, by',' the 

following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blout'i~, '-: D:rale, 
Jahn, Iseh. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: j Ndne .• 

Knolls Annexa tion No. 1. Hearing on Resolution No..!. 3004 ,j • 

initia ting proceedings for Annexa tion of UninhabiteCl'""'T'er:ri~' 
tory in the City of Los Angeles Contiguous to the City of l '-
Torrance. . ' 'S . 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger presented the Affidavits of "P'ubl:f:eat'ion. 
Councilman Jahn moved these be received and filed. j U ~ ~G 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by the 

following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Orale, 
Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Isen announced this was the time and place fixed for the hear-
ing of all written protests against this annexation. 

Oeputy City Clerk Hallanger reported there were no written protests. 
Mayor Isen asked if anyone wished to be heard. 
No one responded. 
Councilman Blount moved all protests be denied and the hearing be 

closed. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by the 

following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blotln'.t./, Orale, 
Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: ' NOne:.?· ­

Councilman Blount moved the City Attorney prepare the ne~e~~ary 
Ordinance. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously~y the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Orale, 
Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Nb¥l'e., 

VffiITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. Letter dated 8 October, 1956, from Ron's Hardware 8 Pairits, b~ 
E. G. Ewart, 225-29th Street, Manhattan Beach, requested the refund of 
$12.00 paid for a business license he obtained on September 26, 1956, 
because the transfer of ownership was cancelled in escrow and said business 
was retained by the seller. 

A recommendation dated October 11, 1956, by Mr. G. Whitacre, License 
Inspector, that the refund be made in accordance with Ordinance No. 624, 
Article 2, Section 15, was appended. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
License Inspector. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote • "." 

2. A letter dated October 9, 1956, requested the removal tif 3 small 
trees si tua ted on the C-2 property loca ted at 17224-34 and 17306'Cxlmshaw 
Blvd. because they interfere wi th the following businesses, owne·xs and 
operators of which businesses had signed the petition: 
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Hughes Automotive 
Liquor Manor 
Barons Burgere Cafe 
Louise's Dress Shop 
RomeroJs Beauty Shop 
Sinderson Realty 
Richard Felty 
Emil Mort'Qne 
Roy 1 s Barber Shop 
Texaco Service Station 

SlRay Hughes 
sis. Levine 
S/Winifeld Baron 
S/Louise Thompson 
S/Robert Romero 
sIR. W. Sinderson 
S/ R. Felty 
S/E. Morrone 
S/Jeff Johnson 
S/K. White 

Councilman Orale moved the trees be removed because they are in 
front of the businesses. 

Councilman Jahn asked if the tree furtherest North is not in front 
of a houseo 

Mr. R. W. Sinderson was present, and said it is, but the area is 
zoned.C,..2, and the tree is a detriment to his own business. The property 
where the tree is, he went on to say, is under his management, and he has 
the permission of the owner of the property to make this request. 

Councilman Benstead said in his opinion, that tree does not interfere 
witb Mr. Sinderson's business. 

-Mr. Sinderson repeated that it does, and said as long as that is C-2 
pr9perty,they would like to have it out. He said the man who owns the 
property is going to build business property there, and it seems that 
tree might as well come out when the others do, and save having to go 
through all of this again. 

Councilman Benstead asked the City Manager what we would do with the 
other two trees if they are to be removed. 

City Manager Stevens said he believes the motion meant the property 
owners will remove the trees at their own expense, and he does not know 
what .wil~happen to them. 

"" Mayor Isen asked the City Manager if this was always done at the 
expense of the property owner, and the City Manager replied if a tree is 
damaged or dying, the City removes it; if a developer or property owner 
asked for a tree to be removed and received permission for that to be 
done, he must pay for it. 

Councilman Benstead asked if the trees could be used some place else 
intheC~ty, and said he has found a market for such trees, where the man 
will rem~ve the trees and pay for them. 

Mr. Sinderson said the property owners would take the trees out if 
they get permission to do so, but if the trees have to be boxed for trans­
planting, they do not have the knowledge to do it. 

City Manager Stevens told Councilman Benstead he would be glad to 
get information about such a market for trees as the Councilman outlined. 

Councilman Orale moved if the City Council has any use for the 
trees and can salvage them, the City should do this; otherwise, the 
property owners can take out the trees at their own expense. 

Councilman Bensteadgave City Manager Stevens the address of the man 
who would buy the trees. 

Mayor Isen suggested the trees be removed by the Park Dept., and a 
reasonable fee billed for their labor, with the trees to be disposed of 
at an advantage to the City. 

Councilman Orale protested the Park Department is too busy to do 
this. "He said if we need the trees it would be fine, but otherwise he 
doesn't think the people should be held up any longer. 

'Councilman Orale agreed that if the Park Superintendent can save the 
trees and someone will buy them within a reasonable time - a week, say -
that would be fine. 

- Councilman Blount seconded the motion. 
- Mayo~ Isen said the motion should be amended to include "every attempt 

be made to salvage them for the City". 
Cquncilman Jahn seconded the amendment. 
Roll call on the amendment: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Orale, Jahn, 

Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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Councilman Orale moved the property owners remove the three tree~ ' at 
their own expense. 

Mayor Isen moved his amendment to the motion. 
Motion, as amended, carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 

COUNCILMEN: Blount, Orale, Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCrU~EN: Benstead. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

3. October 3, 1956, letter from Remington Rand, signed'bY~J; T~ 
OlConnel, Regional Manager of the Business Services Division, regarding a 
survey they made on certain records in the office of the City~ Clerk · in 
June 1952. The letter offered to re-assess the existing conditions, at 
no obligation to the City. , 

Upon being asked for his recommendation; City Manager Stevens said 
he would recommend this be done. ' 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
.:", : ' 

Ci ty Manager. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objection, so ordered. 

Communications from the City Manager: 

1. The City Manager submitted a proppsed job description for the 
position of Finance Officer for study and approval of the City CoUncilmen. 

Mayor Isen asked the Ci ty Attorney if the Civil Service Boatd "should 
have this first. . ' 

Attorney Remelmeyer replied this should go to them, but tHe 'City 
Council has ultimate control. ~ 

Councilman Orale moved to concur with the recommendation of City 
Manager Stevens on the job description for Finance Officer, subj~ct ~6 
the approval of the Civil Service Board. • 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead. 
Councilman Jahn asked the City Manager if the residence requirem~Ht 

was purposely omitted from this job description, and the City'M~nage~ 
replied that it was. 

Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Engineering and Planning Commission Matters: 

1. Letter dated October 12, 1956, from R. W. Bishop, Citr£n~ineer, 
presenting thirteen sewer easements in connection with the Hollywood '; 
Riviera Sewer District No.2, with seven sketches showing locati6h of the 
easements attached. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read: 

~~ON NO. 3023 
t .• 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF , ,; 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND >:L 
CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY THOSE " i, ./ 

CERTAIN EASEMENT DEEDS IN THE HOLLYWOOD RIVIERA AREA. :.r , 

Councilman Benstead 
Resolution. 

Motion, seconded by 
call vote. 

Councilman Benstead 
Motion, seconded by 

call vote. 

moved to dispense with further readihg ;of ~ the ' 
f ' ", 

Councilman Orale, carried unanimously biroll 

moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3023~ 
Councilman Jahn, carried unanimouslY Jby roll 

'- , -I 

2. REVISED TENTATIVE TRACT MAP NO. 22771: Transmittal fOl'm:) from 
Planning Commission and Engineering Dept. recommending a~pl'oval of 
Revised Tentative Tract Map No. 22771, located southerly0bf~ ~68th ~ 
Street and easterly of Kornblum Avenue, containing 14 lots ' presented 
by Mr. Wayne Nelson. Attached: • . , 
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(a) Excerpt from Planning Commission Minutes of Oct. 3, 1956; 
(b) Copy of letter from R. W. Bishop, City Engineer, dated Oct. 3, 

1956; 
,(c) Location sketch. 

Planning Director Powell told the Council the question raised when 
this Tract was here before was about the dead-end street. 

Mayor Isen directed Mr. Powell to advise the Council if any develop­
ment affecting this should take place. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Planning Commission on this Tract. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Blount. 
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote, with Councilman Orale 

qualifying his vow by saying if any further development take place in 
the area, the street should be carried on through to Cranbrook. 

3. FINAL TRACT MAP NO. 22795: Transmittal torm from Planning 
Commission and Engineering Dept. recommending approval of Final 
Tract Map No. 22795, located southerly of 168th St. and northerly 
of Tract 20027, containing 11 lots presented by Mr. Wayne Nelson. 
Attached: 
(a) Excerpt from Planning Commission Minute~ of October 3, 1956; 
(b) Copy of letter from R. W. Bishop, City Eng~., dated October 2, 

1956; 
(dc) Letter from Southern California Edison Co. dated August 1, 1956; 
( ) Location sketch. 

Mayor Isen asked Planning Director Powell if this is substantially 
the s'ame as the map previously submitted. 

Mr. Powell said yes, but the subdivider has held this up trying to 
get 20' on the west side of the street for street widening purposes. He 
has not been able to get it, and if condemnation is necessary, he will pay 
all costs even though it is not on his property. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation and special 
conditions of the Planning Commission, with these added conditions: 

1. The subdivider, besides paying for condemnation costs, will 
also pay reasonable attorney's fees and pave the 90' x 20' 
of land acquired by condemnation under the regular require­
ments of the subdivider. 

Motion, seconded by Mayor Isen, carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES; COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN , 
Orale. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. Councilman Orale said he was not 
voting "no" on the Tract, but he does not feel the City should take th e 
obligation to condemn private property, and does not feel it is the 
responsibility of the City. ' 

Ii 4. Letter dated October 12, 1956, from J. R. Patrick, Assistant to 
City Engineer, submitting resolution authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk 
to sign the contract between the City and U. S. Steel Corp., Consolidated 
Western Steel Division, for furnishing corrugated metal pipe. Attached: 
Copy of letter dated October 12, 1956, from J. R. Patrick; Asst. to City 
Engr., to U. S. Steel; 
Resolution; 
Location sketch. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3024 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO 
EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN CONTRACT BY AND BETHEEN THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AND UNITED STATES STEEL CORPORATION, A NEW 
JERSEY CORPORATION, CONSOLIDATED WESTERN STEEL DIVISION. 
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Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Resolution No. 30~4. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote. 

5. A letter dated October 12, 1956, from R. W. Bishop~ ' City Engr., 
regarding the extension of Ermanita Avenue south to l74th St., .as requested 
in a petition presented to the Council at their meeting of Oct~ber 2, 1956, 
by Merle H. Meyers. 

Mr. Meyers was present, and Mayor Isen presented him with a ·copy of 
the letter, with the suggestion that Mr. Meyers read this and circulate 
it among his neighbors who had signed the petition. 

6. Letter from George C. Powell, Planning Director, datednQctober 
1956 , submitting recommendation of the Planning Commissiontha tthe name 
of 225th Street in Tract No. 19308 be changed to San Ardo Str-~et •. ~ 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur wi th the recommenda tion- of the 
Planning Commission. . 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimousl~ by roll 
call vote. -

7. Transmittal form from Planning Commission recommending · approval 
of Change of Zone from A-l, M-2 and C-2 to C-3, in area bounded by 
Hawthorne Ave. on the west, Sepulveda Blvd. on the south, the Exten­
sion of Carson St. on the north, and the r/w of AHSF Rwy. and 
parcel of property owned by SW08D on the east, CASE NO. 41L 

Mayor Isen set the date for the third and final hearing on this Case 
as November 13, 1956. 

8. CASE NO. 405: Transmittal form from Planning Commission, 
recommending for approval per Exhibit "A" application of Arthur 
J. Langan, M. D., for Variance to construct furniture store at 
2520 Torrance Blvd. 

Planning Director Powell pre sented "Exhibit All to thE.' Co.uncil for 
their study and consideration. 

Councilman Orale moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Planning Commission. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously py roll 
call vote. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3025 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE REQUESTING THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
TO ORDER THE CANCELLATION OF TAXES ON CERTAIN 
PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY THE CITY OF TORRANCE FOR 
PUBLIC USE. (Lot 382, Tract 21725) . 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of th e 
Resolution. 

~. : 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Councilman Orale moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3025. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 3026 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
REQUESTING THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO ORDER THE CANCEL­
LATION OF TAXES ON CERTAIN PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE FOR PUBLIC USE. (Lots 385 and 386, Tract 19101) 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3026. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3027 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
REQUESTING THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO ORDER THE CANCEL­
LATION OF TAXES ON CERTAIN PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE FOR PUBLIC USE. (Lots 408, 509, 510, and 511, 

Tract 19103). 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. 

Motion, seronded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3027. 
Motion, seconded by Mayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call 

vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3028 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
ABANDONING THOSE CERTAIN WATER PIPE LINES AND RIGHTS OF 
WAY ORIGINALLY OVI'NED BY TORRANCE WATER, LIGHT 8. POWER 
COMPANY, AND EASEMENT COVERING THE SAME, SAID EASEMENT 
BEING RECORDED IN BOOK 7024 AT PAGE 264, OFFICIAL RECORDS 
OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY, WHICH SAID FACILITIES AND RIGHTS OF 
WAY WERE SUBSEQUENTLY ACQUIRED BY TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 1 UNDER DATE OF DECEMBER 24, 1934, 
SAID LINES AND RIGHTS OF WAY BEING DESCRIBED IN THE MARCH, 
1926 EASEMENT TO THE TORRANCE WATER, LIGHT g 'POWER COMPMN 
AS NOS. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 16. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3028. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3029 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTEBRIZING .\ND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND 
CITY CLERK TO ,\CCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, THAT 
CERTAIN GRANT DEED FROM GEORGE E. STEINKAMP AND 

IRENE H. STEINKAMP. 

Councilman Orale moved to dispense with further reading of the Reso­
lu tion. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll 
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call vote. 
Councilman Orale moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3029. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote. 

ORDINANCE NO. 831 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ADOPTING A COMPREHENSIVE ZONING PLAN 
FOR THAT AREA ANNEXED TO THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AND KNOWN AS DOMINGUEZ-HAWTHORNE (VICTOR PARCEL). 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Ordinance. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Councilman Orale moved for adoption of Ordinance No. 831 at its 
second and final reading. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Mayor Isen explained that the next Ordinance was written because the 
Ordinance first prepared could not be amended to conform to the intent of 
the City Council. 

ORDINANCE NO. 839 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING THE OIL WELL DRILLING MAP OF 
THE CITY SO AS TO PERMIT OIL WELL DRILLING IN 

CERTAIN PARTS OF THE "VICTOR PRECINCT". 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Ordinance. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. '1 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Ordinance No. 839 <a.t o its 
first reading. ~ 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimousl.y. by roll 
call vote. 

ORDINANCE NO. 834 . 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING PARAGRAPH "Da OF SECTION 11 OF 
APPENDIX I (ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 791) OF liTHE 
CODE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, 1954" 
RELATING TO LOT AREA REQUIRED IN AN M-l ZONE. 

. ,..,. ' --; -

Councilman Orale moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Ordinance. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. , 

Councilman Orale moved for adoption of Ordinance No. 834 at ,its 
second and final reading. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

QBQlNANCE NO. 835 
J 

AN ORDINANCE Of THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE PROHIBITING THE PLACING OF ADVERTISING 
MATERIAL ON CITY OWNED PROPERTY. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Ordinance. 
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Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Ordinance No. 835 at its 
second and final reading. 

Mo'tion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

ORDINANCE NO. 840 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING APPENDIX I OF "THE CODE OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" (ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 
791), RECLASSIFYING THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY DESCRIBED 
IN PLANNING COMMISSION CASE NO. 403. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Ordinance. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Ordinance No. 840 at its 
first reading. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Mayor Isen asked Mr. Meyers if he had finished reading the Engineer's 
letter concerning the extension of Ermanita Street. 

Mr. Meyers said he had, but it was not clear to him what the 
Engineer meant. 

Mayor Isen asked Mr. Meyers to wait and discuss it with the City 
Engineer when he returns to the Council Chamber. 

' Mayor Isen declared a recess at 6:30 P. M., with the Council re­
convening at 6:40 P. M. 

Mayor Isen asked Recreation Director Van Bellehem if he was prepared 
to report to the Council with reference to "what will be required, and 
the cost" of employing a professional person to study park sites, as 
recommended by Councilman Benstead in his letter to the Council on 
October 2, 1956. 

Mr. Van Bellehem reported he has made six contacts, and has had 
responses from these four: 

Everett B. Mansur, 505 Segovia, San Gabriel; 
F. R. Iwasco, 1810 Euclid Ave., San Marino; 
Associated Consultants of Southern California, 1205 W. 

Jefferson Blvd., Los Angeles; 
Louis J. Kroeger R Associates, 426 S. Spring St., Los Angeles. 

, Based on the responses, he said he would tentatively recommend that 
Mr. Mansur be considered. This is a tentative recommendation, he said, 
because until.Mr. Mansur has met with City Mgr. Stevens and himself, the 
full meaning of his bid will not be clear. He said Mr. Mansur has bid 
$3000 for the whole job, or a per diem basis of $75.00. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the tentative recommendation 
of the Recreation Director. 

Councilman Jahn seconded the motion. 
Mr. Van Bellehem said the letter from Mr. Mansur was not detailed as 

were the others, but he has verbally agreed to the same detail. He said 
the time indicated by most of the bidders is between 3 and 4 months for 
the study. Mr. Van Bellehem concluded his report by saying he would 
like to bring this back to the City Council next week, after he and the 
City Manager have met with Mr. Mansur. 

Councilman Drale asked the City Manager if we would have the money 
to employ anyone for this work, and the City Manager said yes. 
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Motion carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Benstead, Orale, Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount. i\8SE;NT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Blount said he voted no on this because he thinks the 
Council should wait to approve this until they have received Nfr. Van 
Bellehem's final recommendation. 

Oral Recommendations from City Manager Stevens: 

1. City Manager Stevens reported that a letter from the C. A. A. 
indicating their approval of the proposed Master Plan of the Torrance 
Airport, and copies of the letter had been given to the Councilmen. 

Councilman Orale moved this be referred to the Airport Commission. 
City Manager Stevens said it would go to that Commission, but it 

has just come in and he furnished these copies to the Council for their 
information. 

2. City Manager Stevens recommended the Superintendent o'f the 
Building Department attend the International Conference of Bui~ding 
Officials to be held October 30 to November 2, 1956, at Palm Springs, 
with appropriate expenses paid. 

Councilman Orale moved to concur with this recommendation of the 
City Manager. 

Motion, seconded by Mayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

3. City Manager Stevens said he had submitted a report un ~h~ 
personnel of the Engineering Department to the Council, and he recommended 
the Council authorize the classification of Office Engineer in the Oepart-
ment at a salary of $636-$665-$696. .. . 

The City Manager then recommended the Council authorize ~heCity 
Engineer to fill the position at once, with the examination to follow 
after the job description is prepared and approved by the Council. 

Councilman Orale moved to concur with the recommendations of the 
City Manager. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

City Manager Stevens said the City had been fortunate in obtaiping 
the services of Mr. Sylvan S. Shipley to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Gene Rider. Mr. Shipley was appointed October 12, 1956. 

Councilman Orale moved to concur with this recommendation of the 
City Manager. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Councilman Orale asked the City Manager if this fills the Personnel 
needs of the Engineering Department.. 

City Manager Stevens said the appointment of Mr. Shipley meaQs tbere 
is now one more in the office and one less in the field in that;D~partment. 

4. City Manager Stevens briefed to the City Council Progr~ss R~~ort 
No. 1 from R. T. Dorsey on the Parking Assessment District, in which Mr. 
Dorsey recommended the City demolish the old City Jail and use that land 
for parking. 

Councilman Benstead asked how much of the City-owned property is 
included in the recommendation. 

City Manager Stevens said it would be proposed that the property be 
used right to the old City Hall. 

Councilman Benstead asked who would pay for this. 
City Manager Stevens said the parking meter funds. 
Councilman Benstead asked how much money is in that fund. 
Deputy City Clerk Hallanger said about $14,000.00. 
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Councilman Orale moved to concur with the recommendation of Mr. Dorsey 
and the City Manager that we demolish the old City Jail adjacent to the 
old City Hall and the City Manager be instructed to call for bids and they 
be ieceived as early as possible. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Blount. 
Couricilman Jahn asked if this wrecks the structure of the Assessment 

District. 
City Manager Stevens said study is being made for re-appraisal of the 

property, but all the Council is acting on now is demolishing the old 
Jail. 

Councilman Benstead asked if it would not be wise to save some of 
the property next to the old City Hall. 

City Manager Stevens said that is a policy matter and will have to 
be determined at a later date. He said the matter of the boundary line 
will have to be considered later. 

Councilman Orale said the appraisal made of the property there 
shows the old City Hall on a City lot, with the line going through the 
old Police -Station. 

Mayor Isen said that is not being considered now. 
Motion carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 

Blount, Orale, Jahn, Issn. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

M~yor Isen said Ordinance No. 837 is here for its second reading, but 
at his request the City Attorney has prepared an Urgency Ordinance and a 
regular Ordinance, both based on Ordinance 837, and asked the City Attorney 
to point out the differences between the Ordinances. 

The City Attorney did ~o, pointing out that any Ordinance adopted would 
need further work, but he said he hoped one of these would fulfill the 
intent of the Council. . 

The City Attorney said under Ordinance No. 837, there is no require­
ment for approval by the Council, which is being added under the other 
Ordinances presented here. 

Councilman Jahn asked if it would be necessary under the new Ordin­
ances to publish and hold hearings on Signs, or if hearings could not be 
held without all that. 

- Councilman Blount said he would like to know what the procedure out­
lined means. 

Mr. Remelmeyer said it falls under Use Permits, and the hearing 
would be for the purpose of ascertaining that a sign will not be a hazard 
to adjoining property, and will not be inimical to health, wealth, or 
safety. 

Councilman Blount asked to see a copy of the Ordinance referred to. 

Mayor Isen declared a recess at 7:05 P. M., with the Council 
re-convening at 7:08 P. M. 

Mayor Isen asked if anyone in the audience wished to be heard. 
Mr. Herb Goodwin of the Mel Guenser Sign Co. asked if this procedure 

outlined would also cover signs going in M and C zones. 
Jhe City Attorney said it would. 
M1::. 'Goodwin protested that it would take a lot of time. 
Mayor Isen said everyone on this Council would be willing to hear 

the app~~cations. 
Mr. R. D. McNish of the Home Builders Institute of 4015 Wilshire 

Blvd. asked to go on record as saying that the section the City Attorney 
has: outl~ned here is one the Institute is against because of the time 
involved. 

' Mr. , Kesson of 2015 W. 182nd St. presented a petition bearing 150 
signatures asking the Council to fully consider the need for an Ordinance 
goveJ;'Oin,g signs. He filed the petition with the City Clerk. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 837 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANG,E. 
REPEALING CHAPTER 24 OF BTHE CODE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
1954 II (AS ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 795) AND .A.MENDMEN1,S ;' " 
THERETO AND SUBSTITUTING A NEW CHAPTER 24 OF SAID CODE 
RELATING TO SIGNS. 

Councilman Orale moved to dispense with further reading of th~ 
Ordinance. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimousJYPy 'rol1 
call vote. I ,! } .-

Councilman Drale moved for adoption of Ordinance No. 837 at :i ts 
second and final reading. , 

Motion seconded by Councilman Blount. 
Councilman Jahn moved a substitute motion to adopt Ordinance, No. 841 
Mayor Isen seconded the substitute motion, which carri~d by ;the 

following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Jal1n, ')sen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount and Orale. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read: v 

ORDINANCE NO. 841 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
REPEALING CHAPTER 24 OF "THE CODE OF THE CITY OF TO,RB:ANCE, 
1954 11 (AS ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO.795) AND AMENDMENtS , 
THERETO AND SUBSTITUTING A NEW CHAPTER 24 OF SAID CODE ' 
RELATING TO SIGNS AND DECLARING THE PRESENCE OF AN , 
EMERGENCY. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with the further reading ot 
Ordinance No. 841. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carriedunanimously ' by 
roll call vote. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Urgency Ordinance No. ' S4l at 
its first and final reading. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, fail ed 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Jahn, 
MEN: Blount, Drale. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

by the fbllowing 
Isen. NOES: ' COUNCIL-

Councilman Orale moved to refer to hi s original motion. 
Mayor Isen ruled him out of order. 

Mayor Isen moved adoption of Ordinance No. 842. 

' ;,r i " . 

·· i .. : 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Jahn, Isen. NOES'; " 
COUNCILMEN: Blount, Orale. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read: 

ORDINANCE NO. 842 ,

! :", j' ' 
" 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TOA$.AN8E 
REPEALING CHAPTER 24 OF liTHE CODE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
1954 11 (AS ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 795) AND AMENDMENTS 
THERETO AND SUBSTITUTING A NEW CHAPTER 24 OF SAID CODE : 
RELATING TO SIGNS. '" 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense wi th further readiHg :of the 
Ordinance. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously" b'l "roll 
call vote. :'J 3 :" ': " 

Councilman Benstead moved adoption of Ordinance No. 842 at "f1t1s" 
first reading. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried by the following roll 
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call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
Bloun:tanct Orale. 

y 

Councilman Orale moved the original question. 
Mayor Isen ruled him out of order. 

Councilman Jahn moved this Council adopt as its official rules of 
order "Robert's Rules of Order" and the City Attorney declared the 
arbiter. 

There were no objections and it was so ordered. 
City Attorney Remelmeyer said he believes there is an Ordinance 

m~kin9Robertts Rules of Order the official rules of the City Council, 
M~y?t Isen directed the Attorney to check that. 

The 
Company. 
Torrance 
action. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

City Attorney reported another controversy with Moneta Water 
In this instance, the Attorney said, the subdivider will accept 

water service if the City will indemnify him from Moneta bringing 

There were no objections, and the Mayor instructed the City Attorney 
to prepare the proper indemnification agreement and show it to the City 
Counci.l. 

The City Attorney said there are several cases where he wants to 
bring cross-complaints against persons suing the City. Rather than bring 
a separate action, he believes it would be just as well if the Council 
would permit him to hire an attorney to represent the City on a contingent 
basis. 

There were no objections and it was so ordered. 

The City Attorney said there have been so many requests from subdivid­
ers fot condemnation for rights of way that a burden has been placed on 
his office. He asked for authority to hiDe outside attorneys for such 
actions, pointing out this is paid by the subdivider in each instance. 
The City Attorney added that the request has the approval of the City 
Manager. 

Councilman Orale moved to concur with the request of the City 
Attorney. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Councilman Benstead said in several sections of the City where the 
houses have been occupied for as much as a year, there are no street signs 
up. He asked that this situation be remedied at once. 

City Manager Stevens said the Engineering Department usually orders 
. such signs about four times a year. He said the subdividers pay for the 
signs, and are required to deposit $25 for each sign. 

Councilman Benstead moved such signs be ordered immediately. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, no objection, so ordered. 

Councilman Blount referred to a letter from the Sprague Engineering 
Corporation thanking the City for the use of the park and the splendid 
cooperation from our Park Department during their annual picnic, and 
enclosing a check for $100.00. 

Councilman Blount moved the check be accepted. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote. 
City Manager Stevens reported a letter thanking the Sprague 

En<jl!I~i"e~irfng Corpora tion for their check had been sent to them. 

Councilman Blount referred to a letter in the October 11, 1956, 
issue of the Torrance Herald, from Mrs. Loranger, who made some excellent 
remarks about cleaning up entrances to the City. He said the Council had 
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recommended this recently, and asked why it has not been done,. ' , 
Mayor Isen said the construction of the storm drain had d~lay~d the 

work planned on Torrance Boulevard. " 
Councilman Blount said the side of Torrance Boulevard th:aJ',l? open 

could be cleaned, and something could be planted there to get' tid of the 
unsightly entrance. 

Mayor Isen referred these questions to Assistant City Manager" Don 
Mansfield. 

Mr. Mansfield explained the City has contacted the P. E. Railwa~, 
and they have agreed to clean their right of way, probably by Friday of 
this week. He said the City's Street and Park Dept. are now wbrkingunder 
a very heavy schedule which must be completed before the rains . begi'n. " It 
is anticipated they will be finished with such work shortly, and then will 
do the work of cleaning the entrance to the City. 

Mayor Isen asked if the American Legion had not at one time offered 
to paint the bridge spanning Torrance Boulevard, but no answer was 
offered. :1 

Mr. Mansfield said he believes the work will be done by ~he ~idJie of 
November, 

Councilman Blount asked the record show that statement. 

Councilman Orale said he has a petition signed by 40 residents along 
Sartori asking that the P. E. Railway clean their right of way, ' bot 
noted that they will do so according to Mr. Mansfield's report. . 

This was ordered filed as a matter of record, with the City Manager 
to take appropriate action. 

',"\ ... : 

Councilman Orale said trdfic regulation is needed at both''iS:2nd and 
Crenshaw and l82nd and Prairie, and asked this be referred to th~ Traffic 
Commission. 

There were no objections and it was so ordered. 
Mr. John Kesson of the North Torrance Civic Association said ' theY 

had written to the Council some time ago asking for overhead lights there 
and received no further report. 

At this time City Engineer Bishop returned to the Council Chamber with 
the residents of the Vista Highlands Sewer District. 

Mayor Isen asked if there were still questions and objections, and 
the City Engineer said there were. .~ 

Councilman Jahn moved the Vista Highlan~s Sewer District Assessment 
Hearing be continued one week, and a report be forthcoming from the City 
Engineer. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: OOUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Orale ,. Jahn, Isen~ 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Isen tolq the City Engineer Mr. Meyers wished to di~cuss with 
him the extension of Ermanita which was petitioned for. 

Councilman Blourtt moved all bills properly audited be paid. ". 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote. . 

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 P. M. 
A. H. Bartlett, City Clerk , 

APPROVED: 

Deputy-- C1 ty dler (} e City or To,rrance 

Mayor of the City of Torrance 
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