Torrance, California

July 31, 1956

.iINUTES OF A REGULAR :EETING
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a regular
meeting at 5:30 P. Wi. Tuesday, July 31, 1956, in the Council Chambers,
City Hall, Torrance, California.

Those responding to roll call by the City Clerk were: COUNCILAEN:
Benstead, Blount, Jahn, and Isen. ABSENT: COUNCIL#EN: Drale. Also
present were City wianager Stevens and Acting City Attorney Remelmeyer,

At the request of uayor Isen, iir, Robinson led the salute to our
Flag. .

-

The Reverend sidthune opened the meeting with an invocation,

Mayor. Isen thanked Reverend ulidthune for his faithful attendance at
the Council meetings for the last month, and asked him to extend to the
liinisterial Association the thanks of the Council for their assistancc.

Councilman Jahn moved to approve the uninutes of the regular meeting
of the Council on July 2L, 1956, as written,
viotion seconded by Councilman Benstead, no objection, so ordered.

viayor Isen ordered the Resolution setting a new meeting place for
the City Council taken up at this time. The siayor said this Resolution
as prepared does not reflect the wishes of the Council, -who feel the
time set for the new meeting place would cause the Dedication ccremonies
to be an anti~climax. uayor Isen suggcsted the time for the change of
meeting place for the Council should be set as August 1L, 1956, rather
than August L, 1956, There were no objections, and the Resolution was
ordered corrected to show that date,

City Clerk Bartlett read:

RESOLUTION NO. 2975

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF TCRRANCE EFFECTING THE PLACE OF HOLDING
REGULAR AND SPECIAL «EETINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL.,

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the
Resolution,
wiotion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of those present.
Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Resolution No. 2975, with
the following amendment: "Commencing with August 1ll, 1956, and thercafter"
rather than "on or after August 5, 1956" in Section 1 of the Resolution.
siotion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of those present,

Mayor Isen took this opportunity to commend Lt.Cook of the Police
Department for his work in preparation for the successful dedication
ceremonies at the new Civic Center, and said Lt. Cook had a presentation
to make,

Lt. Cook, on behalf of thg Lions Club and the Torrance hounted Police,
presented hats to the Council, the City wlanager, and the City Attorney,
with the request that these be worn to publicize the rodeo and other
ceremonies of dedication,

tiayor Isen thanked the donors for the Council and himself, and the
Council donned the new headgear forthwith.
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Lt. Cook, at the request of dayor Isen, escorted Sandra McAbee and
her mother into the Council Chambers.,

.ayor Isen commended Sandra for her heroism in rescuing her charges
from a fire when baby-sitting, and presented her with a Proclamation
which he read, as follows:

PRCCLA.:ATION

A PROCLAJATION OF THE LAYCR OF THE CITY
OF TCORRANCE CO.i-ENDING SANDRA (SANDY)
~ICABEE AND HER PARENTS FCR HER HEROIS:i.

dayor Isen said that several Torrance people had wished to present
Sandra with gifts in recognition of the fine courage and presence of mind
which she had displayed in the emergency she faced, and the wayor then
precsented iir, Don Nash,

vir. Nash, President of the Torrance Peace Officers?! Association,
on behalf of his organization, presentcd Sandra with a United States
Savings Bond.

ur., Charles Gotts, President of the Retail iierchants! Association
of Torrance, prcsented gifts to Sandra from the following merchants of
our City:

Osborne Recal Estatc
Ruelts Paramount Service Station
The Gay Shop
Ray?s iusic Store
Jioorets Dress Shop
Trend Ot Fashion Shop
Bernardts Bootery
" Gay Shop and Danielt's Cafe
Lawsonts Jewelers
Burkct!s Bargain Spot
vic.jahant's Furniturc Store

Sandra thanked the uayor and Council, and the other people who were
so genecrous to her, and said she would send "Thank You'" notes -promptly.

Lt, Cook then escorted the young lady and her mother from the
‘Council Chambcr,

vayor Isen said iir, Gotts, as Prcsident of the Retail uierchants, had
been promisecd priority on the Agenda, as that group is especially intcr-
ested in the answer the Council may give to their written request to the
Council for permission to have the Torrance uiunicipal buses carry what
is called a "spectacular advertisement" promoting downtown Torrancc.

A letter from the Retail .ierchants Association, dated July 25, 1956,
and signed by ur. Gotts as President of the Association, was on the
Agenda, .

City wlanager Stevens said this type of advertising is becoming very
popular, and showed the Council a photo of the type of ad which will be
painted over the entirc street side of the buses if the Council grants
the request., He said part of the agreement would be that the Company
who handles this has agreed to repaint the entire side of the buses when
the sign is takecn off, He added that part of the cost of the advertising
will be born by the City by waiving their LO% of the revenuc for such
advertising, In this way, the merchants will get a most favorable price,
Mr. Stevens added that the Bus Superintendent, kir. idarshall Chamberlain,
rccommended agrecment with this rcquest, and said he himsclf would also
rccomnend it, with the stipulation from them both that someplace on the
sign the phrasc "ride the bus", or a similar phrasc, bc painted.

wirs Gotts said the merchants would agree to this stipulation,

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation of the
City wlanager, with the stipulation that the phrase "Ride the bus™ or a
similar phrase appear in the advertisemcnt.
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sMotion, seconded by iayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call vote
of those present,

Councilman Blount asked iir. Gotts his opinion of a proposed Ordinance
to be presented later in the evening, which will prcvent the installation
of new signs in the City for some time, He asked if this will affect
the Retail ierchants, saying he might vote against it for that reason. .

pr., Gotts said the Retail iierchants will not require any new signboarcs
for their publicity, and that none will be available for their campaign
until October.

A letter dated July 25, 1956, from the International Association of
Fire Fighters, Local No. 1138, Torrance, requested a place on the Council
Agenda at this meeting for a representative of the Torrance Firc Fighters
Association, The letter said the time would be used for a discussion be-~
tween their representative and the Council of a report submitted to the
Council concerning working conditions prevalent in the Fire Department.

Mayor Isen asked if anyone was here from that group, and .ir. Glenn
Price came forward.,

ijayor Isen suggested that due to the length of the Agenda, uir. Price
be present to discuss this with the City Council at the Pre-Council
meeting of August 7, 1956, -at 5:00 P. ii, buayor Isen asked Chief Benner,
who was present, if hir, Price would be excused from his regular shift
to appear at that time, and the Fire Chief said he could.

mr, Price agreed to be present.

STORE PROPERTIES, INC.,

Mayor Isen said that ilr, James Hall, ex~City Attorney, was present on
the Coldwell, Banker & Company and Store Properties matter, and said it
would be taken up at this time,

Jayor Iscn asked wsir, Hall to make his recommendations to the City
Council on this matter,

Mr., Hall asked to have the record show that therc is no objection to
the deletion of the "kick-out" clause from the lease.

uir, Blount made the following suggestions on insurance: That Item
22 on Page 33, near the bottom of the page, be changed as follows:

That a $250,000 minimum be established for public liability, the $500,000
be changed to $1,000,000, and the $50,000 be changed to $100,000.

vire Hall said these changes would be satisfactory to thc lessors.,

Councilman Blount said further that on Pagec 20, also under insurance
Paragraph 1l should provide that the City will be carried as an additional
assured, with any loss payable to the Lessor, Lcssee and Lender as
their interests may appear,

Mr. Hall said this would also be satisfactory to the lessors, although
it might be possible to refine the language soncwhat.

Mr. Hall suggested that the Council approve the reviscd lease as
being substantially the same, except for the findings of facts and the
lendert's rights against thc lessee, and with no substantial change as
affects the City,

vayor Isen said as a matter of policy, the Council approves the lecase,

Councilman Jahn moved the proper Resolution be drawn to introduce
and approve this lease as amended here,

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of thosc present,

Mr. Hall said Store Properties has acceded to the request of the
Council that they pay his cxpenscs, transportation, and time, for work
on this matter, He suggested that the correct method would be to have
Store Properties pay the City, and the City rcimburse him, as he will
be working as the agent of the City.

The Council was polled on this, and agrced unanimously that it should
be handled in this manner,

wir, Blaine of Coldwell, Banker assured the Council they will have the
development as soon as humanly possible,
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HEARINGS:

YUKON AVENUE IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT -~ Continued Hearing on
Resolution of Intention No. 2888.

Mayor Isen announced this was the timc and place fixed by Resolution
No, 296l for the continued hearing on Resolution of Intention No. 2888.

wmayor Iscn asked if there were any verbal protests, and there wcre
none.

Councilman Blount moved to deny any and all protests, and continue
the Hearing until August 14, 1956, at 8:00 P. wi., Califcrnia Daylight
Saving Time, in thc Council Chamber at the new City Hall, 3031 Torrance
Boulcvard, Torrance, California, :

Motion, seconded by Counciliman Benstead, carried by the following
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL#EN: Benstead, Blount, Jahn, Isen. ‘NOES:
COUNCILMEN: None, ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Drale,

City Engineer Bishop rcported that certain changes and modifications
should be made in the boundaries of the asscssment district and in the
wggg proposed to be done as described in Rcsolution of Intention No.

2 L]

The City Enginecr then presented the drawings showing the proposed
modifications for study by the Council,

City Clerk Bartlett read title to:

RESOLUTION NO, 2971

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL CF THE CITY
OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING DRAWINGS
SHOWING PROPOSED CHANGES AND iiODIFICATIONS

IN THE BOUNDARY AND THE WORK TO BE DONE IN THE
YUKON AVENUE Ii{PROVEMENT DISTRICT AS DESCRIBED
IN RESOLUTION OF INTENTION NO. 2888.

Councilman Benstead moved to waive further rcading of the Resolution,

viotion, scconded by Counciliman Jahn, carricd by the following roll
call vote: AYES: COUNCILiEN: Benstead, Blount, Jahn, Iscn., NOES:
COUNCILMEN: None., ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Drale.

Councilman Benstcad moved for adoption of Resolution No, 2971,

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried by the following roll
call vote: AYES: COUNCIL#EN: Benstead, Blount, Jahn, Isea. NOES:
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL4EN: Drale,

City Engineer Bishop prescénted the detailed estimate of cost showing
costs of work to be added to the original estimated project cost, and
costs of work climinated to be deducted from the original estimate and
showing the net increase or decrease in cost from the original estimate.
This cstimate showed a decrease of $3,633,10 from the estimate forming
a part of the Debit Limit Report,

City Clerk Bartlett rcad title to:

RESOLUTION NO, 2972

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY

OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, DECLARING ITS INTENTION

TO MAKE CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE BCUNDARY AND THE

WORK TO BE DONE IN THE YUKON AVENUE I.JPROVEMENT

DISTRICT AS DESCRIBEDBég RESOLUTION OF INTENTION
NO, 2 .

Councilman Jahn moved to waive further recading of the Resolution, .

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried by the following roll
call vote: AYES: COUNCIL.EN: Benstead, Blount, Jahn, Isen., NOES:
COUNCILMEN: None, ABSENT: COUNCIL#EN: Drale.

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Resolution No., 2972. .

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried by the following roll
call vote: AYES: COUNCILWEN: Beanstead, Blount, Jahn, Isen. NOES:
CCOUNCILMEN: Nonc, ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Drale,
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WRITTEN COuiyiUNICATIONS:

l. A letter dated July 20, 1956, from Coldwell, Banker & Co., signed
by biiles W, Blainc, was taken up during the carlier discussion with .r.
Hall,

A letter from idacFaden, Browne & Hall, signed by James ni. Hall,
concerning the Store Properties lease, was taken up at the same time.
This was dated July 2, 1956, and cutlined the revisions in thc lease
suggested by Store Properties, Inc., and the necessity of .ir., Hall going
to Washington D. C. to prescnt the matters which must be cleared up
to get. this revised lease into opcration.

2., A letter dated July 19, 1956, from Chas. T. Rippy, regarding the
North 150 feet of Lot 71, Tract 639, located at 230th and Pennsylvania
Avenue, protested action of the Planning Commission with reference to his
request for splitting the land,

Attached to this was a letter from George C., Powecll, Planning Direc-
tor, dated July 27, 1956, recommending that this mattcr be refcrred back
to the Planning Commission meeting on August 1, 1956, and that .ir. Rippy
be invited to appear and present his casec.

Councilman Jahn moved to approve iir, Powell!s recommecndation,

wiotion seconded by Councilman Benstcad, no objection, so ordered,

3. Claim from Lawrence Grecn for damages incurred on Junc 6, 1956,
prescented by Rafter and Fredricks,

Councilman Benstead moved this be denied and referred to the Legal
Department,

riotion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objection, so ordered,

L. A letter dated July 17, 1956, from North Torrancc Civic Improve-
ment Association rcquesting certain traffic control mcasures for their
arca, signed by John Kesson, President of the Association,

Attached to this was a lctter dated July 23, 1956, from Chief of
Police Haslam, to the Association, with a note attached saying the Chief
rccommended this letter be mailed to the Association in reply to their
letter,

Also appended thereto was a copy of a petition presented at the
Council meeting of July 17, 1956, which was ordered filed with the
Chief of Police to bring before the Traffic Commission for study.

Attached also were the various memoranda and final authorization to
place all of this material on the Agenda, with the letter from thc North
Torrance Civic Improvement Association,

Jayor Isen commented that at a recent convention of Claimants?

attorneys held in Los Angeles, they agreed with the remark of Chief Haslam

that signals seem to be focal points for accidents, and read an excerpt
from a Los Angeles newspaper containing that information,

Councilman Benstead moved the request be filed,

Ulotion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objection, so ordered,

5. A request from William V/. Blackwood to solicit for magazine
subscriptions in the City of Torrance, under date of July 27, 1956.

A recommendation for denial under Ordinance No, 62, Sec. 6, but
recommending this section of the Ordinance be amended, signed by uwir,
Whitacre, License Inspector, was attached.

_Mayor Isen asked uir, Whitacre if he had any further comments to make,

asre. Whitacre said the Ordinance as it now stands prohibits soliciting
by local as wellas out of town peoplec. He said that is not practical,
and added that there is somec question of its legality. ir., Whitacre
reported that he and the Police Department have many complaints about
soliciting, and especially in tracts. He said similar cities in the area
are controlling soliciting by issuance of licenses,

Councilman Benstead questioned whether this Ordinancc applies to
disabled veterans, saying he bclieves they are permitted to solicit
anywhere,
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Acting City Attorney Remelmeyer said there is some question as to
whether the law of the State in this mattcr applies in a chartercd clty
and in the teeth of our Ordinance.

vayor Isecn asked to hold this over for a week for further information.

Counci lman Jahn said he believed we would be able to lessen this.
nuisance of soliciting by asking for a proper fee.

_slayor Isen said a proper Ordinance should be prepared to work thls
out.

Councilman Blount said there is no use drawing such an Ordinancc
that will not pass,. and said he would vote against it,

iire Whitacre said our Ordinance prohibits soliciting in any form.
He said only onc comparablc City in the arca has a similarly stringent
Ordinance, and that is the City of Palos Verdes. He said all 17 of the
comparable cities in the area which he has canvassed on this matter
grant freec licenses to disabled veterans upon their showing proof of
their disability. He pointed out that he considered this a good feature,

yMayor Isen again suggested this be left until Acting City Attorney
Reme lmeyer gives the Council a report on that point, asking that it be
made before he leaves for camp.

Councilman Benstead moved rir. Remclmeyer be asked to give the informa-
tion to the Licensc Inspcctor and instruct him to notify the applicant
in this case accordingly.

rotion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objections, sc ordered,

Mayor Isen said it would be just as well to lct the matter drop
right there unless we could issue such a licensc, unless the Inspector
wishes to introduce an amendment to permit frec licenses for disablcd
veterans.

Mr. Whitacrc said our present Ordinance is not practical. He added
that there is soliciting in the City and he and the Police have to run
down any solicitors, and after finding them can't do anything about it.

The fhyor suggested that iir, Whitacre and the City Attorney make
suggestions in writing as to amcndments to the present Ordinance to
make it more workable, not preparing a new Ordinance. - -

6. A letter dated July 25, 1956, from Chief of Police W. H. Haslam
transmitted a petition containing thirty-two signatures recquesting
angle parking on Torrance Boulevard westerly from Cota Avenuec to
Beech,

ulayor Isen asked the Chief why all of Torrance Boulevard should not
have this, and why the parking there cannot be uniform,

Chief Haslam said there is alrecady some angle parking in the
vicinity of this; the area is now limited to parallel parking and it
wi 11 require an Ordinance to change it. Some parts of the Boulevard
are too narrow to allow angle parking, he explained.

Councilman Blount asked why this was not referred to the Trafflc
Committee,

! Councilman Jahn moved this be referred to the Traffic Committee,
riotion seconded by Councilman Blount, no objection, so ordered.

7. A July 23, 1956, letter from the Los Angeles Board of Supervisors
advised the Council that a Notice of Intention to circulate a petition
for the incorporation of the City of Lomita was filed by proponents,-and
a legal description of the area proposed to be incorporated was cnclosed.

There were no objections and this was ordered filed,

8. A letter dated July 20, 1956, from the Los Angelcs County Board
of Supervisors advising that Notice of Intention to circulate a petition
fur the Incorporation of a new city to be known as City of Rancho Vista
was filed by proponents, and transmitting legal description of the area.

There were no objections and this was ordered filed.

9. A letter dated July 25, 1956, from the Retail uierchants Associa-

tion referring to advertising on the Torrance buses, signed by Charles
Gotts, President, was taken care of earlier in the meeting,

-6~ July 31, 1956




10, A petition signed by thirteen propecrty owners along Elgar Avcnue
requested that their area be included in the proposed Storm Drain Bond
Issue, dated July 21, 1956, was accompanied by a recommendation from thce
City .anager that this matter be referred to the Engineering Department
for a cost estimate on the improvements requested,

There were no objections, and this was referred to the Engineering
Department for the estimate recommended by the City ulanager.

11, A letter dated July 23, 1956, from Ardanaz Brothers requesting
an answer to their previous request for an extension of their agricultur-
al lease at Torrance mMunicipal Airport, bore a recommnendation from the
City .anager that this be referred to the Airport Commission with a
request for an early decision, The City sanager reported that this lease
has produced imorc revenue for the City over the years than has any other
lease to date, and that another advantage in having the agricultural
lease is that the unused land is kept under cultivation and in relatively
good shape throughout the year,

Councilman Jahn said the Airport Commission would not meet for another
month, and that time was of the essence in this matter., He said Ardanaz
Brothers do a good job, and have waitcd patiently for an answer on this,

Councilman Jahn moved, because the Airport Commission will not mecet
to act on this for another month, and as time is of the essence in farm-
ing procedurcs, that we grant this renewal in accordance with the
request from Ardanaz Brothers,

Councilman Blount pointed out that they had asked for a lease to
run coincident with Collins-Dictrich's lease,

Councilman Jahn said there is no reason they should not have this
for the full term of the Collins~Dietrich leasc, and made that a part
of his motion,

yotion, seconded by iayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call

vote of those present,

CO.nUNICATIONS FRO4 THE CITY ~ANAGER:

1, A report dated July 27, 1956, on the use of City-owned vehicles
and equipment by City employees, as requcsted by Councilman Blount at the
meeting of July 24, 1956, was tendcrcd by the City .anager.

Therc werc no objections, and this was ordered filed as a matter of
rccord,

2. The following recommendations were submitted for considecration
and approval:

PERSONNEL s

1, John Higginbotham, who has becn employed as a vacation
relief Bus Operator, has been appointed to serve his
probationary period as Bus Operator effective July 22,
1956, at the first salary step. (He is No, 1 on the
Eligible List).

2. John B, Hoffman has been appointed to scrve his probation-
ary period as Park saintenance lian, effective July 26, 1956,
at t?e first salary step, (He is No, ! on the Eligible
List).

3. The following personnel have been employed a5 Purk irinten-
ance ilen, in a temporary capacity, at the first salary
step and on the dates indicated,

(a) Harold A. Philip, effective July 25, 1956;

(b) Ronald E., Hogan, effective July 2L, 1956;

(c Edwin L. Cortelyou, effective July 2, 1956.
(Harold Philip in No. 6 position on the Eligible List and the only onc
on the list willing to accept temporary work at this time),
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Counci lman Jahn moved to concur with Recommendations 1 through 3,
inclusive, of the City sianager, under Personnel,

‘lotion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of those present,

li. That Casper Clcmmer be authorized to attend the American
Institute of Park Exccutives? Conference in Secattle,
September 9 to 1, 1956, with appropriate expenses paid,
wir, Clemmer will take a portion of his vacation to
attend the Confecrence.

Councilman Benstcad moved to concur with this recommendation.
ilotion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of those present,

For Consideration:

1, Under the Street and Highway Code, under which our Parking Dist-
rict is formed, the employment of engineers, attorneys, and other persons
necessary or convenient for doing of any act authorized by the Code is
permitted, The Council should detecrmine the source of payment for the
incidental expenses, so that the Assessment Engineer may include them
in his report, Expenses may be charged to the Assessment District ‘or
may be paid from other funds, which in our case would logically be
Parking kcter funds,

City mianager Stevens said it should be decided at this timec whether
to charge incidental expenscs of the Parking District to the Enginecr,
Legal Department, ctc., or to the Parking District Fund., uir., Stevens
said normally this should bec charged to the District, and he thinks it
should be.

Councilman Benstead so moved.

votion seconded by .iayor Iscn, no objections, so ordercd,

2., It has been recommended that license fees for the rodeco, catering
service, and concessions at the Civic Center during the Dedication
ceremonies August 11 and 12 be waived. '

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with this recommendation,

rtiotion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously *by roll
call vote of those present.

3. Immediate consideration should be given to purchasing additional
fire-fighting equipment as outlined in a lettcr presented to Council,
in order to avoid a price increase which is almost surely to occur.

viayor Isen asked if the City manager wa ld prepare a proper recommenda-
tion, '

City wianager Stevens said we would not be able to get delivery on
these items until almost a ycar from now, and that the monecy would have
to ccme out of unappropriated funds., He went on to say that if time
is taken to prepare a recommendation for the next regular meceting of
the Council, it might be too late to take advantage of present prices.,

Councilman Benstecad suggested that the Fire Committec miet thie
week with the Fire Chief and City Manager to consider these recommcnda-
tlune. He snggested they meet Wednesday morning, August 1, 1956, in the
City ifanagerts office at 10:00 A, ii.

Chief Benner and iayor Isen said they would be therc.

City ianager Stevens recommended that the Council authorize this
Committee to order the cquipment if they think it proper after that
meeting.

Counci lman Benstead moved that the Committee be so authorized,

iwiotion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll
call votc of those present.
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Councilman Jahn asked the City ianager if the pump truck for the
Airport would be ready soon, .

Chief Benner answered, saying it would be here about the middle of
August.

City iManager Stevens presented to the Council a preliminary budget
for the dedication ceremonies at the new Civic Center, cstimating the
cost for the ceremonies to be about $2500.00, iir. Stcvens said this
estimate is based on study only, but he feels this event is of such ‘
importance that it should be done right in all respects,

Councilman Jahn demnurred, saying he doubted this would be enough
money. He agreed with the thought that thesc events were most important,
and said he would hate to see them "flop",

City iManager Stevens said it might be a good idea to set the budget
at *153’000000. :

Mrs, Tillim, Chairman of the Recrcation Commission, said they have
reserved Harry Babbitt and a T-piece orchestra for the dance at that
event,

Counci lnan Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation that up
to $3,000.00 bc allowed for these festivities.

motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of those present,

Hayor Isen asked the City uianager for his oral rccommendations,

City idanager Stevens said about two wecks ago, a petition had becn
given the Council requesting the removal of trees on Plaza Dcl Amo, and
a letter from the Board of Education had tendered a similar request, as
well as a request for certain traffic control measures in that areca,

The City idanager said several people are here who are interested in
that matter,

The City idanager reminded the Council that the matter had been refer=-
red to the Parks & Recreation Commission for a recommendation, and an
estimate of the costs which would be incurred as requested by Council-
man Jahn,

The City iianager reported that he had called for bids on the removal
of thesec trees and stumps, and clearing the land, and got only onc bid,
which was in the amount of }$8298,00, which included removing the stumps
and debris-to a public dump and disposing of them,

The Park Foreman, Casper Clemmer, said if his Department was allowed
to do this in the rainy season, when they have ample time, they can do
this at a cost of between $2500.00 and §3,000,00,

Councilman Jahn commented that the bid received from outside is not
very high, ‘

The City .ulanager agreed, saying the disposal of these in the public
dumps would cost about $3.00 per stump.

City Manager Stevens referred to a letter. from the Parks and Recra-
tion Commission recommending the trees be saved and had been topped. -

wrs. Burr, who lives on Plaza Del Ao, said the trees have not been
to pped for about 15 years. She said they lean over her house and cause
litter and a dangerous condition, She asked if the request of the Board
of Education had not been granted,

City iManager Stevens said the requests for traffic control had been
granted, as had that portion of the request asking for permission to put
in curbs, gutters, and sidewalks on the east side of the street,

Chief of Police Haslam said there are many complaints about people
dumping rubbish there, and there is a lot of parking there,

Mrs, Burr said it has been a rendezvous for drinking and petting,
and the trees should be taken down.

Joe Radolovich of 3222 Arlington concurred in the request for the
removal of the trees, saying they create many nuisance conditions.,

wirs, Tillim said a mistake had been made in the letter from the Parks
and Recreation Commission, and Park Foreman Clemmer should not be blamed
for tt,' She said he had suggested the trees be topped, he had not said
they had already been topped., She said the Commission fecls the people
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will be sorry if these treecs are removed, as the view will not be good,
and the trees serve as a windbreak. Shc said trec-lined streets such as
Plaza del Amo add to the beauty of our City. She said they would like
to sce the trees saved, but if it is the will of the people that the
trees be removed, then the Parks and Recreation Commission will not
object.
; iir. Guy King of 1961 Plaza Del Amo asked the trees be removed and the

street becautified.

Councilman Jahn asked if these trees are on City property, and the
City hianager said they are,

Councilman Benstcad cited the beauty of the trees in question
expressed the hope they can be saved,

gire Radolovich asked the Council to come down and look at the trees
and see the conditions that exist, .

nMrs, Burr concurred with uir, Radolovich, asking the street be
made to conform to the appcarance of it between Arlington and Border,
where she thinks it is a beautiful street,

wvire Barra of 2227 Arlington pointed up the cost to the City of
keeping nearby City property clean.

Councilman Benstead moved this be held over for a week and the
City Council go and look at the trees,

Mayor Isen seconded the motion,

Councilman Benstead withdrew his motion, and sayor Isen withdrew
his second, _

Councilman Blount moved to remove the trecs and improve the street
as we have the funds available,

motion died for lack of a second,

Councilman Blount moved the Parks and Recrcation Commission be
instructed to remove the trces as quickly as they can, »

wiotion died for lack of a second,

Councilman Blount moved the matter be filed,

viotion, scconded by Councilman Benstead, carried by the following
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL:.iEN: Becnstead, Blount, Jahn, NOES:
COUNCILEN: Isen. ABSENT: Drale.

Mayor Isen suggested the peoplc come back next week and see if- any
action is taken on this,

A letter from the Parks and Recrcation Commission dated July 26,

1956, asked for a clarification from the Council of the allocatjon for
the Torrance Area Youth Band, and asked for a definite rccommendation.,

siayor Isen said he thought the motion carried in the Council ulinutes
of the meeting of July 3, Page 1, quite clear,

Commissioner Tillim said there was some doubt as to whether- 1t was
meant that this would be under the Commission or under the Department.

Mayor Isen explained to srs, Tillim that all of this is under the
Jurisdiction of the Commission, and through them, under the Director of
the Recreation Department,

Commissioner Tillim said they would like to have their instructions
in writing, 2

Mayor Isen said a copy of this portion of the iiinutes of this
meeting will be referred to the Parks and Recreation Commission.

City lianager Stevens said the funds would have to be allocated to
the Department.,

Mayor Iscen said the Commission and the Director could work this out,

At 6:58 P, M., ilayor Isen declared a short recess, with the Council
re-convening at 7:05 P, ii,

Counci lman Benstead failed to appear at 7:05 P, ii.

ENGINEERING AND PLANNING CO.uilSSION WATTERS @

1. A letter from R. W, Bishop, City Engineer, recommending release
of improvement bond on Tract No. 19891 was dated July 25, 1956, Attached
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were a letter from the Park Foreman approving © the trees planted in the
parkways of this tract and a location sketch.

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation of the City
Engineer.

iiotion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carricd unanimously by roll
call vote of those present,

Councilman Benstead entered at T7:06 P. ii.

2. A letter dated July 27, 1956, from John R, Patrick, Assft. to
City Engincer, requesting re-approval of Final Tract iiap No, 22109,
located easterly of Ardath Avenue and northerly of Tract 18852, due to
change of ownership. Attached were (a) letter from Theodore Kleiner;
(b) 1location sketch,

City Engineer Bishop said the stipulations made on this tract had
becn complied with,

Councilman Jahn asked if the bond had been changed, and City Engincer

Bishop said it had not been paid, and it was not the custom to have the
bond presented until the final map is approved,

Councilman Jahn asked if this should not be changed, but the Council
said there has never been any troublc about this,

City Engineer Bishop said his signature is withheld until the bond
is received,

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation of the City
Enginecer.,

Liotion, seconded by wayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call
votc of thosc present,

3. A letter dated July 27, 1956, from John R. Patrick, Asstt. to
the City Engineer, submitting Resolution authorizing the idayor and .
City Clerk to cxecute the contract between the City and Warren=Southwest
for the improvement of Crenshaw Boulcvard, with summary of bids attachecd.

Counci liman Jshn moved to concur,

wiotion seconded by Councilman Blount, no objection, so ordercd,

City Clerk Bartlett read:

RESOLUTION NO, 2973

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE :AYOR AND CITY CLERK TO
EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN CONTRACT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY
OF TORRANCE AND WARREN~-SOUTHWEST, INC.

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further rcading of the
Resolution, '

uMotion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of those present.

Counci lman Benstead moved for adoption of Resolution No. 2973.

slotion, scconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of those present,

- l, Letter dated July 27, 1956, from John R. Patrick, Asstt, to City

. Engineer, submitting Resolution authorizing the llayor and City Clerk to

b3

execute the contract between the City and Warren-Southwest for the improve-

ment of Carson and Post 2 summary of bids attached,
Councilman Benstead moved to concur,
Motion scconded by ilayor Isen, no objection, so ordered,
City Clerk Bartlett read:

RESOLUTION NO, 297L

RESOLUTION- OF THE CITY CCUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AYOR AND CITY CLERK TO
EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN CONTRACT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY
OF TORRANCE AND WARREN-SCUTHWEST, INC,
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Counci lman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the
Resolution. :
iiotion, scconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of those present,

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Resolution No. 297k.

iiotion, scconded by Councilman Benstecad, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of those present,

5. Letter from John Patrick, Ass't, to City Engineer, dated July 27,
1956, regarding City of Torrance participation in $150,000,000 proposecd
County Bond Issue for strecet and highway improvement, and submitting
for approval a recommended list of streets in the City that the Engineer-
ing Department feels should be placed for construction in this bond issue,
Attached was a report covering these latter, ‘

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendations, and
that this be sent to the proper office by personal messenger tomorrow
morning to get it there in time,

vjotion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by
roll call vote of those present.

6. FINAL TRACT ifAP NO, 2265l,, Transmittal form from Planning
Commission and Ehgineering_Department recommending approval
of Final Tract sap No. 2265l, located northerly of proposed
San Diego Freeway, southerly of 182nd Strcet and approximately
390 feet westerly of Arlington Avenue, containing 51 lots,
presented by Property iianagement Corporation, Attached:
(a) Excerpt from Planning Commission .iinutes of
July 18, 1956;

(b) Letter from John R, Patrick, Asstt, to City Enginecr,
dated July 18, 1956,

(c) Location sketch,

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation of the
Planning Commission.,

uiotion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of those present.

7. CASE NO, 388: Transmittal form from Planning Commission
recommending approval of petition instituted by Planning
Commission for Change of Zone on propcrty adjoining Crenshaw
Boulevard, between 164th Street and 167th Street to 2Zone C-2.

ilayor Isen set the date for the Hearing as August 1ll, 1956, in the
Counci) Chambers at the new City Hall at 3031 Torrance Boulevard,
The date was approved unanimously by a voice poll of the Council.

8. CASE NO, 396: Transmittal form from Planning Commission-
recommending approval of petition of Harry S. iiiller for
Change of Zone on Lots 1 to 10, Tract 19626, Lots 10 to 13,
Tract 18911, from Land Use Zone R-2 to Controlled Commercial
Zoning, on Crenshaw Boulevard between 178th and l8lstKStreets.

Mayor Isen sect the date for the Hearing as August 14, 1956, in
the Council Chambers at the new City Hall,
The date was approved unanimously by a voice poll of the Council,

9., A letter dated July 27, 1956, from the Planning Commission, with
two Ordinances attached, recommends that these be approved. One of the
Ordinances establishes maximum width of curb cuts, and provides for a
parking island between driveways, and the other prohibits an opening onto
a major street from a lot where the principal access is to another street,
Both of thesec ordinances werc prepared at the behest of the City Council.

City Clerk Bartlett read: '
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ORDINANCE NO, 817

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE A:ENDING CHAPTER 25 OF "THE CODE OF THE
CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954", PROVIDING A LILIITATION
ON THE WIDTH OF DRIVEWAYS USED FOR RESIDENTIAL
PURPOSES.

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the
Ordinance,

wiotion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of those present,

iiayor Isen moved for adoption of Ordinance No. 817 at its first
reading.

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of thosc present,

. ORDINANCE NO, 818

AN ORDIMANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE ALENDING CHAPTER 25 OF "THE CODE OF THE
CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" LIMITING THE CONSTRUCTION ~
OF DRIVEWAYS ON THROUGH LOTS FRO.[ :#AJOR AND |
SECONDARY STREETS AND HIGHWAYS. :

gogncilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of Ordinance
NO- l .

votion, seconded by Councilman Becnstead, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of those present,

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Ordinance No., 818 at its
first reading.

ilotion, scconded by Councilman Bcnstead; carried unanimously by roll
call vote of those present.

#ayor Isen read a report from the office of the City Clerk, advising
that there is on filc in that officc a report for the Air Pollution !
Control District on SiiOG AND THE AUTO EXHAUST (No., 18) and HYDROCARBOWS
(No. g) are available in the office for anyone who cares to cxaminc them,

City Clerk Bartlett read:

RESOLUTION NO, 2976

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE
FINDING AND DETER:iIINING THAT THE PUBLIC INTEREST AND
NECESSITY REQUIRE THE ACQUISITION BY THE SAID CITY OF ,
TORRANCE OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY, IN THE CITY OF
TORRANCE, FOR A PUBLIC PARK SITE; AND DIRECTING THE
CITY ATTCRNEY TO BRING AND PROSECUTE AN ACTION IN THE

SUPERIOR CQJRT FOR THE CONDE/ATION THEREOF; AND

REPEALING RESOLUTION NO, 2947.

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of the
Resolution,
b piotion, seconded by iayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call
vote of those present.
Councilman Jahn asked if this would set in motion the machinery for ;
the condemnation of the site north of the Civic Center.: |
#Mir, Remelmeyer said it would, and that it had been passed once, but
this Resolution contains a re-description by the Titlc Company..
Councilman Jahn asked if the Council could still make variations in
the ‘lines, the amount of acreage, ctc.

iir, Remelmeyer said the can and might, when we make our negotiations
with the present owners of the land,
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Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Resolution No. 2976.
iMotion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried by the following roll
call votes AYES: COUNCIL:EN: Benstead, Jahn, Isen, NOES: CCUNCILLEN:

Blount, ABSENT: COUNCIL.EN: Drale,

RESOLUTION NO, 2977

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE
FINDING AND DETER.iINING THAT THE PUBLIC INTEREST AND
NECESSITY REQUIRE THE ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND CO:PLE~
TION BY THE SAID CITY OF TORRANCE OF CERTAIN PUBLIC IiiPROVE-
HMENTS, TO WIT: THE CONSTRUCTION AND INSTALLATION OF A
PUBLIC STREET OVER AND ACROSS CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY IN THE
CITY OF TORRANCE; AND DIRECTING THE CITY ATTORNEY TO BRING

AND PROSECUTE AN ACTION IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE
CONDEINATION THEREOCF,

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further recading of the
Resolution.,

rMotion, seconded” by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by
roll call vote of those present,
Councilman Jahn moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 2977.

riotion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanlnously by roll
call vote of those present,

v
ORDINANCE NO. 819 :

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

TORRANCE PROHIBITING THE ERECTION OF ANY SIGNS OR

SIGN STRUCTURES IN THE CITY OF TCRRANCE FOR A
SIXTY (60) DAY PERIOD,

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the
Ordinancc,

Motion, seconded by .fayor Isen, carricd unanimously by roll call
vote of those present,

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Urgency Ordinance No, 819 at
its first and final reading.

ujotion, scconded by Councilman Benstecad, carried unan1mously by
roll call vote of those present.

ORAL COuLaiUNICATIONS:

City wianager Stevens said the City Council had authorized the condem-
nation of a portion of Calle iayor and Anza, and the proceedings have
gone forward, The appraisal value of the property is $10,000.00, which

will have to be paid., He said this would have to be paid out of the
Unappropriated Reserve,

City Attorney Remelmeyer said when he comes back from camp, he will

have further information on the park which he thinks should be considered
further than filing suit.

Councilman Benstcad asked City idanager Stevens if Arlington Avcnue,
from the south boundary of the City to Sepulveda, would be widened and
re-surfaced soon.

The City ifanager said therc is a street project now in Sacramento
which, upon approval, will permit us to call for bids to re-surface
Arlington. He said to widen the street we will need additional right
of way, but the re-surfacing will fit into any future widening of the
streect,

Councilman Bens tead asked about curbs, gutters, and sidewalks on the

East side of Arlington, and the City lianagcr said any such moved would
have to come from the people,
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Councilman Blount asked to have the record show that Councilman

Drale is on his vacation, and that the Council has this evening wclcomed

Councilman Benstead home from his vacation,

Councilman Jahn asked if the Councilmen had received copies of the
proposed iiaster Plan for the Torrance Airport, and the answer was that
they had.-

Councilman Jahn moved that all bills properly audited be paid,
ijotion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously- by
roll call vote of those present.

The meeting adjourned at 7:25 P. ii.
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APPROVED:

CIty Clerk oi” the CIty oI Torrance

Mayor oI the City ol Torrance
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