
a2 

Torrance, Califo:rnia 
July 24, 1956 

LllNUTES OF A REGUlAR ulEETlNG 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

The Ci ty Counci 1 of the Ci ty of Torrance convened in a regularcmeet­
ing at 8:00 P. Li. Tuesday, July 24, 1956, in the Council Chainbers, ,City 
Hall, Torrance, california. 

:.' 

Those responding to roll call by City CIerI;: Bartlett were: CQl.)!'1CIL-
dEN: Orale, Jahn, Isen. ABSENT: · COUNCILdEN: Benstead, Blount. · City 
Lianager Stevens and Actin9 City Attorney Remelmeyer were also present. 

)" , 

At the request of dayor 1sen, ;;ir. Ed Nobbe led the salute to o\,\r 
Flag. . 

Councilman Blount Joined the meeting at 8:01 P. d. 

Reverend iAittoon opened the meeting with an invocation. 

Counci lman Jahn corrected the i:iinutes of the July 17, 1956, meeting 
of the Council as follows: Under 'Tentative Tract iviap No. 16884, on 
Page 7 of those Minutes, Line 2, Para~raph 2, the letter "s" to be added 
to the word "condition", and the word "an~" inserted thereafter, making 
the phrase read "with the special conditions and that the City Attorney" 
etc. ' • 

Councilman Jahn moved to approve the ~inutes as corrected. 
;,.,iotion seconded by j'Jlayor Isen, no objections, so ordered. 

~ , !, '1 ( ; 
;~yor Isen announced that this was the time and place for opening 

Bids for the Improvement of CreQshaw Boulevard from Carson Street to 
Dominguez. 

City Clerk Bartlett presented the Affidavit of Publication, which 
was accepted and ordered filed. 

Counci lman Orale asked the Ci ty i'lianager when the work would be done 
if the bid was awarded tonight, and the Ci ty iJianager replied that he 
believed the contractors would want to begin the work at once in order to 
have it done before the rainy season begins. 

It was the wish of the Couftcil that the City Clerk read the totals 
only on these bids, and it was so ordered. 

City ivianagerStevens opened, and City Clerk Bartlett read, the 
following bids for the improvement of Crenshaw Boulevard from Carson 
Street to Dominguez: 

, BIDDER ~ TOfAL strut OF BID 

Sheets Construction Co. 
201 E. Victoria St. 
Gardena, Calif. 

!'.'icArni s & Bake r 
15808 S. Broadway 
Gardina, Calif. 

Contractors' Asphalt 
18·101 S. Hawthorne 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 

Oswald Brothers 
366· E. 58th St. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Sales 

Bidders' Bond of 10% $ 55,821.12 

Bidders' Bond of 10% $ 52,627.37 

Co. $ 55,515.43 
Bidders' Bond of 10% 

Bidders' Bond of 10% $ 51,339.24 

-1- Ju Iv 2LJ.. 191)6 



BIDDER 

Yfarren Southwest Inc. 
P. O. Box 419 
Torrance, calif. 

BOND 

Bidders' Bond of 10% 

S. A. Cummings Contracting Corp. 
821 W. Rc;>secrans Ave. Biddersl Bond of 10% 
Compton, Calif. 

George Savala Paving Co. 
213 S. Hawthorne Blvd. 
Hawthorne, Calif. 

Bidders' Bond of 10% 

TOTAL SU:Ji OF B 10 

~? 50~776.72 

$ 58,230.33 

$ 60,008.2.5 

There were no objections, and these bids were referred to the 
Ci ty~ngineer for a recommendati on later in the evening. 

:,iayor Isen announced that this was the time and place of opening 
Bids for the improvement at: Post Avenue from Carson Street to Ar li ngton 
Avenue, and Carson Street from Plaza del Arno to Arlington AVenue. 

- City Clerl~ Bartlett presented the Affidavit of publication, which 
was a~cepted and ordered filed. 

, City lfianager Stevens opened and Ci ty Clerk Bartlett read the 
following bids: 

BIDDER BOND -
Contractors Asphalt Sales Co. 
'18101 S.Hawthorne Blvd. Bidders' Bond of $3,000.00 • Redondo Beach, Calif. 

Oswald Brothers 
360 East 58th Street 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Biddersl Bond of 10% 

TOTAL SUivi OF BID 

$ 21,.576.00 

~~ 23,068.50 

Sully-~iller Contracting Co. $ 20,.548.71 
1500 W. 7th St. Certified Check for ~3,000.00 
Long ·Beach, Calif. 

Warrert .. Southwest, Inc. 
P. O. Box 419 
Torrartce, Ca Ii fornia. 

Biddersl Bond of 10% $ 20, ° .5 1. 8.5 

Councilman Blount moved that these bids, along with the bids for the 
improvement of Crenshaw Boulevard from Carson Street to Dominguez, be 
referred to the City Engineer for checking and a recommendation later 
in this ,meeting. 

~Aotion seco1'}ded by Councilman Orale, no objection, so ordered. 

HEARINGS: 

1. CASE NO. 389: Petition of Ed de i:iirJium for a Change of 
Zone on Lots 7, 8 and 13, Tract 9306, between Ashley Avenue 
arid Roslin, south of Redondo Beach Boulevard from R-l to C-2 
Zoning to permit construction and operation of an Automatic 
Car Wash Rack, recommended for approval by the Planning 
Commission. 

' Councilman Orale moved the Hearing on this case be set for Tuesday. 
August 14. 1956, at 8:00 P. Li. 

II i'!lotion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 
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ELLINWOOD IiliPROVE;,!iENT DISTRICT - 1911 Act - Street Lighting 
~---------- ----

City Clerk Bartlett presented the debt limit report on the proposed 
improvement of the Ellinwood Improvement District (Tract 18594) to , the 
Counc i 1. 

Upon motion by Councilman Blount, seconded by Councilman Jahn, and 
duly passed by a unanimous vote of those present (Councilman eenstead 
absentL the report \'las received and fl led. ' 

Upon motion by Counci lman Blount, seconded by Counci lman Jahn, the 
Report was Ili>proved unanimously by those present (Councilman Benstead 
absent). 

City Clerk Bartlett read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2967 - _ .. 
A HESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANe;, 
CALIFORNIA, ACCEPTING AND APPRO/ING A REPORT ON THE LIPROVE­
iiiENT OF PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY AND OTHER STREETS, IN THE 
ELLINWOOD hiPROVEi':iENT DISTRICT, BY THE CONSTRUCTION AND 
INSTALLATION THEREIN OF A STREET LIGHTING SYSTE"i, PREPARED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 2824 TO SECTION 2830, INCLUSIVE, 
OF DIVISION 4 OF THE STREETS AlIID HIGHWAYS CODE OF THE STATE 
OF CALI FORIHAj AND FIXING A TLiiE AND PLACE FOR A HEARING 
OF SAID REPORT: 

Upon ~lotion by Coul1ci lman Jahn, seconded by Counci lman Blount, 
it was voted unanimously by those present (Counci li!lan Benstead at.sent), 
to dispense w1th further reading of the Resolution. 

Councill!'an Jahn moved for adoption of Resolution No. 2967. , 
diotion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried by the foUovling I:'oll 

call vote: AYES: COUNCIL.JiEN: Blount, Orale, Jahn; Isen. NOES: 
COUNCIL-iEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL.iEN: Benstcad. 

WRITTEN CO;.fi:iUNICATIONS: 

1. Statement from Boris Stauffer \'10011ey, Attorney at La\'l, ·dated 
July 2, 1956, for services as City Prosecutor for the months of Ap~ilj 
i.!io.y and June, 1956, in the a;110unt of ~~450.00. Attached to the Statc;:1Emt 
was a memorandum from City Attorney Stanley E. Rcmelmeyer stating that 
these charges have been approved by Ci ty .(io.na gel' Stevens and himse If. 

Counci lman Orale moved to pay the charges of .:ir. V!oolley. , . " 
: .. lotion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously , by , 

roll call vote of those present • . 

2. A statement of Franchise earnings as of July 10, 1956,un~~r 
Ordinance No. 389, subsequently assigned under Resolution No. 2'94, in 
the amount of $529.69, submitted by Pacific Coast Gasoline Comp~~y, with 

' checlc attached. This was Signed by Tom F. Ham, Jr. , Assist. Sec'retary 
of Pacific Coast Gasoline Company and notarized on July 10, 1956. 

There were no objections and this was ordered filed. ' ,. ~. 

3. A letter dated July 6, 1956, signed by lip,.' One-Time G. I,ll, 
postma.rked :.'iarion, IllinOis, enclosing one dollar, Vlhich the writer asltec 
be paid to the person who owned the "Busy Bee Cafe ll in 1944, at which 
time he and two friend .s had taken souvenirs in the form ,of an ash tray 
o.nd a. salt- and pepper-cellar. 

At the request of ;!layor Isen, City ClerIc Bartlett read the letter in 
full. 

;',iayor I sen commended :'jr. lliansfie ld for finding i:ir. Vi rgi 1. , Rogers, nho 
owned the cafe in question at that time, but who has since soold it" a.nd 
lives and works in Long Beach. 

i'iir • . .iansfield reported to the City Council that it \'/as not·he ... ,but 
i:lr. Gail Whitacre, License Inspector and one-time detective, who had 

located ~r. Rogers. 
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;'!ir. Rogers was in thc audience. 
The Council voted unanimously (Councilman Bcnstead absent) to give 

the ' dollar to !:ir. Rogers, and photographs were taken of .. iayor Isen 
presenting the dollar to cir. Rogers. 

L~. Request from the duscular Dystrophy Associations. of America, Inc., 
not dated, signed by Hale Warn, Jr., for information as to codes and 
ordinances with which they must comply in order to hold their annual 
appeal during the month of December in the City of Torrance. 

A letter from Gco. W. Stevens, City ! ~nager, under date of July 20, 
1956, informed the Council that both the City Clerk and the Chief of 
Police approve the requested soliCitation, and recommended that the 
petition be approved. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Ci ty ;~ianage r. 

l..,ioti on seconded by Counc i lman Blount, no obJecti on, so ordere'd. 

5. A letter dated July 17, 1956, from the Greenthumbers Garden 
Club, signed by drs. G. R. Horton, Secretary, asking that trash cans be 
placed in the shopping area of Palos Verdes Boulevard and Sepulveda. 

Ci ty ~nagcr Stevens said a supply of these cans is on order. 
Councilman Orale moved the requcst be granted. 
;:Iotion seconded by tiieyOI' Isen, no obJect.ion, so ordered. 

6. July 18, 1956, lctter from thc Torrance Unified School District, 
signed by J. H. Hull, Secretary to thc Board of Education, advising the 
Counci 1 that t :1e Board Wishes to follow up its request for improvement 
of Plaza del Arno with an installation of sidewalks } curbs, and gutt e rs 
on the east side of the street, and asking that the City prepare the 
plans and specifications for this installation so the Board can proceed 
to let the bid. 

It was also requested that the City establish a 25-mile speed zone 
along Plaza del Arno and establish a pedestrian crossing at 'In appropri'lte 
point in front of the Service Unit office building, or study the situa­
tion and suggest a better solution. 

Councilman Blount moved the City Engineer be instructed to prepare 
the plans for this inst'lilation as requested • 

.. :otion seconded by Councilman Orale, no objection, so ordered. 
The suggestions regarding a speed limit and pedestrian crossing 

were referred to the Traffic Committee for stUdy and recommendation. 

7. A letter dated July 16, 1956, from Burton W. Chace, Board of 
Supervisors, County of Los Angeles, in reply to a letter written by 
Ci ty Uanager Stevens on July 2 in compJ iQnce \'Ii th instruction from the 
City Counci 1. !.:r. Stevens' letter questioned the 501i parking fee at 
the County1s parking lot on Torrance Beach. 

Supervisor Chace SQid the parking fee on the Torrance Beach enables 
the County to establish control of the usage so that no abuses occur, 
Qnd telling the Counci 1 that the fcc was reduced on July lO J 1956, to 
251i · on week days and 501i on week ends and holido.ys. 

Councilman Dro.le moved the letter be filed as a m'ltter of record. 
There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

Recommendat ions from the City Liano.ger: 
; 

1. A letter dated July 19, 1956, from the City i.ianager, outlining 
to the Counc i 1 the recommcndati ons of the Ci ty i.!ano.ger regardi ng the 
collection of garbage and non-combustible refuse, at the ro.ts of $6,763.31 
per month, .effective July 1, 1956, and running to December 31, 1956. 

Councilman Orale moved to concur with the recommendation of the City 
J..:anager. 

r-.:otion, seconded by :,layor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote of those present. 
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The fo 110wing recommend at ions were submi t ted by the Ci ty L;aimger 
for consideration and approval by the City Council: 

PERSONNEL: 

1. The following pcrsonne~ have been appointed to serve 
their probationary periods as Firemen, effective 
July 20, 1956, at the first ~o.lary step: 

(0.) Si las C. Whi t;nan 
(b) Robert Browning 
(c) Carl S. Hanni 
(d) ~ilbur H. Orr 
(e) l~enneth V. At1(inson 
(f) Leo V. ;. :anning 
(g) Thomns L. Hayton 
(h) Jnck R. QQrlnnd 
(I) Richnrd H. Sprout 
(J) Billy J. Wood 

(Appointments were made successively from the Eligible 
List, with the exception of Nos. 5 and 6 who declined 
the pOsition at this time.) 

Counc i 1m an Jo.hn as!~ed if these ere the ten fi remen the new budget 
0110\,IS for, and City ,.;llDo.ger Stevens snid they are. 

Councilman Drale moved to concu.r with the recom;nendation of the 
City ,.:anager, I tern 1 under Personne 1. 

;;otion, seconded by .. :p.yor Iscn; carried unanimously by roll call 
vote of those present. 

CounciLnan Drale osl(ed whe!! \'le \'Jould hove the list of Policemen. 
Chief of Police Haslam said he hos not received the list from the 

Civil Service Board, but willmalw his QPpointmcnts when he docs. 

2. Stephen Rector Daugherty was appointed to s~rvc his pro­
bQtlono.ry ~eriod as Laborer in the Street Department. 
effective July l6} 1956, at the fi rst So.lilry step. (He 
is No.1 on the Eligible List). 

Councilman Jo.hn moved to concur with this recom~endation of .thc 
Ci ty i,,;o.nager. 

;.Iotion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those pr~sent. 

3. That the Fire Chief be authorized to attend the Fire 
Chiefsl Conference at Sacramento, Calif~nia, August 
21 to 24, with appropriate expenses paid. 

Counc i Iman Jo.hn moved to concur wi th th is recommendation of the 
CitY',ianager. 

dotion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried uno.ni:ol10usly by 
roll call vote of those present. 

TRANSFER OF FUNDS: 
• 

That the following transfers of funds be made: 

1. ~300,OOO from the lo:otor Vehicle License Fund to 
General Fund, effec~ive June 30, 1956. 

Counei l'11o.n Sahn moved to concur wi th thi s rcco:nmcndat i on of the!' 
Ci ty :o.ianager. 

i"totion, seconded by Council!TIan Drale, carried unanim01,lsly by roll 
call vote of those present. 
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2. $5,000 from General Fund to 1955 Bond Fund, 
effective July 25, 1956. 

Councilman Dral~movcd to concur with this recommendation . 
..lotion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those present. 

3. ~~200,OOO from l.iunicipnl V!ater District No.3 Funds to 
General Fund, effective July 25, 1956. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with this recommendation of the 
Ci ty i.ianager. 

;',Iotion, seconded by Councili1Jan Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

APPROPRIATIONS: 

1. For the purchase of Lots 7, 8, 27, 28 and 29 of 
Tract No. 2956, for the extension ~f Arlington 
Avenue, the sum of $5,000) from Unappropriated 
Funds. 

Lengthy negotiations have been carri<::d on with the owners of this 
property for the purchase of the five lots. It is be lieved that a fair 
price has been arrived at for the purchase. An attached sheet showed 
the .Council the location and size of the property to be acquired. 

Councilman prale moved to concur with this recommendation of the 
Ci ty ,.;an~ger. 

i,lotion, seconded by Counci 1m an Blount , carri.ed unanimously by 
roll call vote of those present. 

Councilman Drale asked the City ;.:annger for a report on the cxtcnsio 1 

of Arlington Avenue south from 190th Street. 
City danager Stevens replied that thc plans are completed and hnvc 

bc~n submitted to the Dominguez Land Company, who will grant us the deed 
for right of way as soon as the ir engineer approves the drainage structure 
and then we can call for bids. 

2. For the purchase of 0. Jaccbson 22" Greens . .iowc r for th<:: 
Golf Coursc, the sum of $390 plus tax with a 2% cash 
discount. This is the lowest bid received for thiS 
type of mower. 

Counci lman Blount moved to concur wi th thi S recommcndnti on of the 
Ci ty •. ianager. 

dation, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unan i mously by roll 
call voti of those present. 

3. Consideration should be given the purchase of a National 
Cash Register for the control of tickets, money and 
accounting of funds at the Swimming Pool. A proper 
register to be used by three cashiers with complete 
control would cost apprOXimately 4~~)OOO. ~3,500 was 
allocated in the Swimming Pool budget for the current 
year. A price increase has taken place since the 
budget Was prepared. 

1.!~yor I sen asked Ci ty i'.'ianager Stevens "i f he is recommending purchase 
of the cash register. 

· City · ; .~nager Stevens said it will take six months or more to get 
such a machine, but that National Cash Register 'will lend us one ,to use 
in ihe meantime. 

Counc.i Iman Drale asked if that is the only company mal{ing this 
type .of machine. 
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City j·.:anager stevens said he is not recommending this as much as 
he is calling it to the attention of the Councilmen,as there has been 
one price increase of :&500 since this was originally considered. 

City !:Iannger Stevens said he wou Id try to find out "/het~er or not 
there is a comparable machine. . 

Counci lman Orale moved the City advertise for bids on this cash 
register. 

;'.;ot i on seconded by Counc ilmnn Jahn, no objecti on, so ordered. 

4. For the installation of 1-1/2" aluminum letters o.nd 
names on principal offices of the City Hall ahd 
Police Department, the sum of 1722.00. Alternate 
identifications would be painting or the usc of 
porcelain plates, but over a period of time the 
aluminum letters will prove the most economical. 

Councilman Orale moved to concur with this recommendation of the 
Ci ty :Janager • 

.. 1otion, seconded by CounciLnnn John, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

Counci Imnn Jahn asked if there Vii 11 be 0 telephone in the room 
desi gnated as the "Counci 1 Room") and Ci ty danager Stevens said there 
"'ill be. 

5. For cabinet work in the City Engineer's vault, briokcascs 
and other shelving as requested by the Oep~rtrncn t, the 
sum of $916.00. This figure has been obtDin~ d by the 
cabinet company which is making instal1ationsat··the 
Ci ty Hall. 

Councilman Jahn moved to crncur "lith this reco:n:ncndation of th e 
City •. ianage r. 

:.iotion seconded by Councilman Orale. 

Councilman Jahn asked if this would be done in all vault~) ' nnd the 
City ",ianager gave a negative reply. 

City idanagc r Stevens went on to add that some of this was for worl{ 
other than that inside the vault • 

.. iayor Isen said he had today received some very favorable comments 
on the woodwork being done at the new City Hall. 

The motion carried unanLnously by roll call vo.tcof those pr-.:s (;nt. 

SALE OF C I TV -OWNED E(,ju' 1 p:lElr~ : 

1. An offer has been rcceived from l.ir. i:i. L. Bonham to 
purchase our last Ford Transit Bus for the sum 'Of 
$150 less the tires. A Cashier's Check for the total 
amount accompanied the offer. It is recommended by 
the Bus Superintendent that the offer be accepted and 
I concur in that recommendation. The bus is a 1941 
Ford Transit with a six-cylinder motor. The body is 
in very run-down condition and the motor needs 
overhauling. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Bus SuperIntendent and the City :'.ianager. 

:iotion, seconded by Counci 1man Orale, carried unanimously :by roll 
call vote of those present. 

Councilman Blount said he had been requested to ask 
mcnt with the Chamber of Commerce be taken out of order, 
be considercd now. 

that the A'grce­
and ~skedthat it 

!,iayorlscn asl~cd that all communications be taltcn care of first. 
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SIDEWAUt.S-ON CRENSHAW BOULEVARD FROr.i CARSON TO DOt·,iINGtJEZ STREET: 

A recommendation to City danager Stevens, dated July 20, 1956, from 
John R. Patrick, Asst. to City Engineer, that the sidewalks be placed 
adjacent to the curb to save the trees. It was originally planned that 
four-foot wide sidewalks would be placed one foot off the property line. 

City danager Stevens concurred with that recommendation, and said 
as the area is developed into commercial use, the trees will be removed 
as required and full-width sidewalks installed. The City i',Ianagcr added 
that the concurrence of the State would have to be sought in this es 
they control the funds. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendati on of the 
City ~~nager, subject to the concurrence of the State in the matter • 

• :iotion) seconded by Counci lrnan Blount, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote of those present. 

At this time .. iayor Isen asked Lir. John Kesson which matter on the 
Agenda was of interest to the group from North Torrance, and suggested 
it be tal<en up now. 

; :.ir. ]{esson said they wwld wait, as they arc concerned with t"/O 
of the items on· the Agenda. 

City Clerk Bartlett read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2969 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE :";A.YOR 
AND CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORAANCE TO 
EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN AGREE;:iENT BETWEEN SAID 
CI TY AND THE TORRANCE CHAdBER OF CO;;L:iERCE 
RELATIVE TO ADVERTISING AND PROl.iOTING THE 
CITY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1956-57. 

Councilman Jahn ~oved to dispense with further reading of Resolutlori 
No. 2969. 

;':iotion, seconded by Councilf:1an Drale, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

Councilman Jahn said that even after writing out the motion from 
\'thich this Resolution was drawn, he had not completed his thought. He 
intended to have the Resolution specify payment in advance of the sums 
due quarterly to the Chamber. 

Councilman Jahn moved to amend the Agreement to read that payment 
would be made in advance for each quarter, and the bills presented to 

_.1 the COJ..nci 1 at the end of each quarter for review and approval. 
dotion seconded by Counci lman Blount, who asked that the spol{esman 

from the Chamber of Commerce be heard at this time. 
Councilman Jahn said this Agreement should be handled in a business­

I il{e manner, and the Chamber shou ld have the money ahead of time to do 
the work; he added that no advertising agency would work without such 
an advance. 

Counci lman Dra.le questioned whether Item 6 under (c) in the Agreement 
was specified in Councilman Jahn1s original motion, and Councilman Jahn 
said it was. 

;·.iotion carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: CaJNClu"iEN: 
Drale, Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCILi.iEN: Blount. /~SENT: COUNCIL'!iEN: 
Benstead. 

;,~yor Isen instructed City Attorney Remelmcyer to show quarterly 
payments to be :nade in adVance, with a review of bills at the end of 
each quarter to sec if expenditures fit within this formula. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Resolution No. 2969. 
Councilman Blount asked whether, if he seconded this ::lOtion, the 

floor would be open for some discussion, and i-:iayor Isen said it ,'!ould. 
Councilman Blount seconded the motion. 



IAr. John Ebbinghouse, President of the Chamber of Co~merce, told the 
Couricil that the Chambor feels they cannot operate under this Agtecmcnt. 
as the usc of the ~oney would be subject to dictation from sources outside 
the Chamber. He said the Board of Directors of the Chamber feels it is 
worthy of the trust of the Council, arid that the mcobers usk that the 
!:Ioney be granted to them without strings of any h:ind. 

I/ir. Ebbinghouse went on to say that the Chamber and the Council have 
a lways had a good relati onship in the past when the Ci ty Counc! 1 trusted 
the Chamber to operate for the good of the City, and said if they ,cannot 
be trusted to usc the money at their discretion, wisely and for the good 
of the City, they feel that they cannot be trusted at all. 

Council~an Jahn said he could not understand this point of viev. He 
added that it is sct out in the Agree~ent that each quarter the City 
"Ii 11 advance to the Chamber one quarter of ~~1L~,000 nnd that the. bills 
accounting for the expenditure of this money be given to the Council at 
the end of each quarter simply to show the!7l \'!hat the money r.ras spent for. 
He said thi s siDply insures that the money Vii 11 be spent the ,'ItJ,y the Cour. 
ci I thlnl{s it shou Id be. I 

~r. Ebbinghousc sa4d the interpretations of the Cha~ber and the 
Council might differ. He said the Chamber might be in the position of 
paying expenses that the Council did not feel helped the City, und then 
their I~oncy for the next quarter would be curtailed. He added that the 
Di rectors fcc I they cannot op~ rate \'Ii thin that c0nflncccnt cf the 
Agreer:lcnt. 

Councilman Dralc aslted City ;.ianagcr Stevens whether or not in the 
past the Chai71ber of CO::1mercc had not been rei;;lbursed for expenses.> and hO\'1 

often they had been paid. 
City l.ianager Stevens said they had been rei:lbursed quurterly on the 

basis of st~t~ccntsto the City of ho\'! the money was sp~nt. 
Councili~an Dr'ah: :;sa.Ld th(~n thr:re ,'!ould be no diffcrnc<:: oth(;r than 

our stipulatfons on h:m the Chai:lbcr can spend the '";IonGY'. 
Ci ty ;ianagcr Stevens said th(:re would be one other difference; thc 

Cha~ber will receive their money in advance under this Agree~ent as 
, aDended rather than at the end of each quarter. 

,; ,,~yor Isen asked City Attorney Rernelneycr if the authority to 
dispense this Doney came from the Charter~ Section 6, and read art 
excerpt from that section of the Charter • 

. ,ir. Re~e Imeyc r sai d he be 1 i eVes that sect! on of the Charter is a 
limitation rather than authority, and that the authority is inherertt 
under the general legislative powers of ~he Council. 

:.layor Iscn asj.cd if any other section of the Charter limits thcway 
money can be spentl and City Attorney Re~elceyer said no. 

Counci lnan Blount said it appears to him that the Agree:nent ,. is a 
three-month contract which \'Ii 11 be either approved or disapproved every 
three nonths, and is a different type of agree~cnt than those entered 
into in the past. He asked if the same restrictions on tIle money sp~nt 
would affect the Torrance . Iounted Police and the money given to the 
liational Guard under this Agrecf!lent. 

City Attorney ReDclocyer said , they would have to accountfot the 
money they receive under this Agreement. 

;~yor Isen did not agree. 
Councilman Drale said he did not feel Item 6 under (c) should be 

there. He said that under this Item, the Chamber could be forced to usc 
their entire allotment for one event if three Dcmbcrs of thc Council 
wanted to insist on a IISpecial Event ll • 

CounciLlan Jahn said if the Chamber had a "Special Event" they 
wished to put on and charge the City more for it, they could be granted 
addi ti ona I funds outside of the ~>14, 000 hereby granted if the event , is 
approved by the Council. 

Councilman Drule repeated that he thought Item 6 under (c). should 
be eliminated. 

:Aayor Iscn said extra events should be outside thc contract; and 
that he agreed this Item 6 under (c) should be eliminated, or worded 
"approved by thcChamb-.:r of CO!:l!11crce and the Ci tY)Counc i 1. " 
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Councilman Orale said he would like to have the phrase "No money 
shall be paid to the Chamber under this Agreement except to reimburse" 
changed to read "i:ioney shall be paid to the Chamber to reimburse the 
Chamber for sums which I t has actually spent for publicity and adver­
tising,including, but not limited to, Items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, under (c), 
with Item 6 deleted. 

City Attorney Rcnclmeyer said he would have to change the wording 
of the whole Agreement to do this. 

Counci lman Orale :noved that Sub-section (c) ; Paragraph I, be 
amended as he suggested. ' 

.,iotion, seconded by iinyor Isen, carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILiiEN: Orale, Jahn, Iscn. NOES: COUNCIL .. iEN: None • 
. 'l.BSENT: COUNCILfiEN: Bcmstead. ABSTAIN: COUNCIL:EN: Blount. 

Councilman Blount said we have in the past entered into agreements 
with thi ~entle!!lcn who compose the Board of Directors pf the Chamber of 
Co::r.ncrce, and he docs not believe this Agreement is worthy of his vote. 

Councilman Blount moved the entire agreement be thrown out and a 
suitable agteement be drawn following the pattern of the past years and 
be N-sub':1i t ted to the City Counc i 1 • 

. lotion died for lack of a second. 
Councilman Jahn said the only way the Chamber of Commerce can be 

~aid any money is as an advertising agency of the City. This Agreement. 
he \'lent on, follows the form that would be necessary if \'1":' dealt with a 
regular advertising agency. He said he docs not believe.; any firm \'Iould 
draw a contract with the idea that there \'/as distrust in mind. He did 
not have it in mind at all when he made. the motion, he said, and he 
expressed the belief that this is simply a business-lilw way of handling 
things all the way around to his \'lay of thinli:ing. He said . many people 
who work for the City work without thought of compensation, and most 
loyal citizens of Torrance might be considered in that class. He said 
the wording of the contract certainly had no persona I LJpli cati ons of any 
nature whatsoever. 

Councilman Drale askud to be informed of the part of the Agree~cnt 
CounciLnan Jahn wants to correct. 

Councilman Jahn said the part of this Agrce3cnt which has to do 
wi th the payment of the quarter ly insta 111:1ents should be corrected to 
allo\'l for these payments to be )":1adc in advance. 

i.iayor Isen said the Counci 1 could not pass on this unti I they have 
the actual Agreement before them. 

'11 

Councilman Orale moved to table this until the Council has the 
corrected Agreement at the meeting of the Council on August 7. 1956. 

;:iotion, seconded by !.iayor Isen. carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: CooNCI L:·jEH: Orale. Jahn, I sen. NOES: COUNCI LEN: Blount. 
ABSENT: COUl'lCILI.iEN: Bcns tead. . 

f:layor Isen declared a recess at 9:08 P. i,I., with the Council re­
convening at 9: 17 P. 1:1. 

Uayor Is<..:n announced that the two items of concern to the group 
from North Torrance Vlould now be tal{en under consideration. 

CASE NO. 394: Petition of Henry lvi. Guenscr for Variance to 
remove c lay from a maximum defi ned area in Lot 72, i~icOonald 
Tract, Land Use Zone ;:i-l, recor:l;llended for approval by the 
Planning Commission. . 

(a) Attached was a l~tter from the North 'Torrance Civic 
Improvement Associ ati on sub;:Ji t ting recom;nen<,lat ions 
with reference to above-mentioned request. 

:;layor 1 sen commented that Counc i lman Jahn had :nade qui te a study of 
this problem, and asl;ed if Counci Iman Jahn \'/as ready to ;nahe a motion 
on the matter. 

'1"\ 



Counc i Iman Jahn moved to concur VIi th the recol!l!llcnd at ions of, the 
Planning Commission with the exception that the stipulations sha,ll be as 
follows: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

That ;,jr. Guenscr be per:nittcd to continue his excavation 
to the South only, per E;chibit "X"; . 

That a 6-foot chain linl~ fcnce be placed along the property 
line as per Exhibit "X" and that this fence shall have 
tVlO (2) strands of barbed wire along thc top; 

That the operation shall stay from ten to twelve feet frohl 
the East property line; 

Tha t "ir. Guenser donate ~~200 to the Pari(S and Recreation, 
Com~ission of the City and that they plant and ~nintalrithe 
trees as per lir. Guenser's lett.::r of July 3, 1956; , 

That a deed be SI gned by i!ir. Guenser along wi th apprap1"iatc 
instruction that the recording of such deed and the delivery 
of said lot to the City is only to be at the completion of 
the excavation, refilling, and recapping of said parcel; 

(Councilman Jahn interpolated that this stipulation is made so no 
complications can occur in case anything should happen, s,uch as ;.ir. 
Guenser passing away, and no legal proble;ns should develop 'for the 
City; he said the deed would ' stay in the file and not bec fccordcd 
until the work has been done). 

6. That the pi t be s 10,peQ. and drained to a small SUf;lP area; 
and that a portable pump be lcepton the premises to lteep 
t.hc small sump dry; 

7. That truclts filling the. pit be .restricted from abutting 
subdivision streets, and that entrance to the pit be f .r '.9m 
Western Avenue or fro!!! the North; 

8. That when the original pit is reclaimed, it be turned over 
to the Recreation Department for their use; 

9. That one year be allowed to complete fi lUng and capping of 
the original pit; 

10. That rezoning proceedings be instituted immediately by the 
Planning Commissi on for the re ,':lainder of the Guenser property 
from A-I to R-l and that a notarized letter be forwarded t o 
the Planning Director from i:ir. Guenser agreeing to such Change 
of Zone, before forwarding to the City Council; 

11. That the portable pump to be used for draining the sump be 
available at all times. 

12. That at such time:: as the arca is used as a park, it be nal:)cd 
the Henry>i. Gucnser Parl~; 

:'!iayor Isen seconded the i!)otion. 
Counci lman Jahn said his motion vIas made in an effort to recen ci Ie 

the "'orIt of the Planning CO!!!!llission) the letter from i\ir. Guenser, and 
the letter from the North Tdrrance Civic Improvement Association. 

City Attorney Remelmcycr said there arc a couple of legal problems 
posed by this motion, one being that the dclivery of a deed cannot be 
made except in escrow. 

iviayor Iscn asked if the City bianager could not be tile c'ScrO\'1 holder. 
dr. Reme::lmcyer $aid yes, but the agrccrwnt 'would have to be written 

before the motion is pass~a. 
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Council::lan Blount expressed his hope that it was not the intent of 
any member of the Counci 1 to try to pass this motion tonight. 

Councilman Drale agreed with Councilman Blount. 
Councilman Blount suggested that Mr. Guenser deed the land to the 

Ci ty and lease it bael, for ~j;l.OO a year for his clay mining operation. 
Counci lman Jahn pointed out that . .lr. Guensor wou ld not be able to 

claim his tax depletions under such an arrangement. 
Counci Iman Blount said that regardless of taxes, :.·ir. Guenscr is 

getting a good return on his \'Iorl{ and investment. 
dayor Isen said he thought the problem could be worl::ed out legally 

and it could be done later. 
Councilman Drale said the original five acres should have been 

specified in this motion. He said if ~r. Gucnser is acting in good 
faith, he will deliver. five acres at this same time. 

iiirs. Herma Ti 11im camc .for"'ard and said her interest is two-fold in 
this matter. First, she said, she wants a park and then the use of our 
natural resources. She said the original hole will bc completed within 
a year and then turned over to the Ci ty. Shc said the other wi 11 not be 
dug and fi lIed wi th in a year. .,irs. Ti l1im agreed that Lir. Gucnser is 
getting brick clay out of the area, but pointed out that the City, th~ 
community, and the world, is getting brielt. That is a necessary product 
to our economy, she went on to say, and when you shut off natural re­
sources everyone; is deprived of this product. She finished by saying 
that when dr. Guanser has dug this h~ will be willing to deed it to the 
City. She said that if he deeds the land to the City, he should be 
entitled to his tax depletion • 

.. iayor Iscn said this would be back before the Counci 1 in two wedts 
with recomr.lcndat ions from the Ci ty Attorney. 

Councilman Blount said Counci Iman Jahn had included in his motion 
the right of Mr. Gucnser to do the filling, but that it should be 
specified that the City could usc the pit. 

Councilman Drale asked if the City does not no'" have the right to 
dump refuse there. 

. City i:ianager Stevens said yes, and that ,',e should not lose it. 
,fir. Guenser told the Counci 1 he hopes this can be handled so he 

can preserve his tax depletion rights. He said it is very ha~to get 
in to his pi t. 

. layor I sen as}{ed for a report from the Ci ty Attorney as to "/hethcr 
i.'ir; Guenser can give a conditional deed and still talte tax depletion. He 
said he is also interested in the City1s right to dump refuse there. 

. :!lr. Guenser said absolutely the City can dUl:1P refuse there . 
.. ir. Gucnsc,r explained that the Edison Company wanted a piece of his 

land, and he sent the~ to the City with word that he would give the City 
the strip in question, the City accepted the deed to the acre and trad.::d 
it to the Edison Company. ,ir. Guenser said he would be glad to deed 
this land to the City an acre at a time as he is through with it . 

. ,iayor 1 sen moved the DOti on be tab led for two wecJ.{s so the Ci ty 
Attorney can give' a report as to how this can best be handled legally. 

i':lot i on seconded by Counc ilrnan Dral e, no objecti on, so ordered • 

o\SE NO •. 199: Transmit ta 1 Form from Planning Commi ssi on, 
recommending approval of peti ti on of Florence A. Shearman 
fot Variance to construct a Shell Service Station at the 
Northeast corner of l74th Street and Prairi:::Avenue from 
Land Use Zone R-3. 

(a) A letter from the North Torrance Civic Improvcment 
Association protesting the Variance to ccnstruct 
another service station in the area was attached • 

. .:iayor I sen asked City Clcrlt Bart let t to read the letter from the 
North Torrance Civic Improvement Association in full • 

. City Clerlt Bart lett read the letter. 
dayor 1sen directed that a copy of this letter be transmitted to 

the Planning Commission. 
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r.:iayor lsen asltcd if anyone "Ji shed to be heard. 
;'.>ir. F. Rodriguez of l74th and Prairie, who said h~ owns a corner 

south of this, spoke to the Council in favor of the Variance. 
Council~an Jahn asked if the Council was not acting out of order 

by allowing di scussi on without a !-:Joti on. 
dayor Iscn said Councilman Jahnwas correct. 
Counci Iman Jahn moved to deny Case 399. 
;'!iotion seconded by Co unci lman Blount. 
Councilman Drale said in most cases he agreed, but in cases of this 

nature he did not believe the Council VIas out of order by having 
discussion without a notion. 

;:iayor Isen chcclted \'lith City Attorney Remelmeyer, who said Council­
man Jahn was correct. 

dr. D. P. Covert of UO Hest Broad\,lay, Glendale, representing >irs. 
Shearman, presented her case to the City Council. 

;';iotion to deny carried unanimously by roll call vote of those 
present. 

COoi. :iUNlCATlONS lRl~ : DEPART::iENTS AND COivii<:USSlOOS: 

1. Letter dated July 16, 1956 , from John V. Russell , Superintendent 
of Building, recommending refund of ~~12.GO (80% of ~U6.00 f c c) to J..nthonY 
Brothers , Inc., for a building permit, i;!12517 and pluillbing per::llt i)2730 
issued on a Job that was cancelled. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommcndn.tion of th e; 
Building Superintendent. 

;'iiotion, seconded by .,iayor Isen, carried unanLnously by rell call 
vote of those present. 

2. Communication dated July 19, 1956 , from G. Whitacre" Lic e nse 
Inspector, reco!-:Jr.lending that the license fcc for l,iaintenancc and/or 
Landscape Gardener be $24.00 per year for resident and non-resident 
alike, and appending a survey covering sevent e en cities in the ar e a. 

Councilman Drale moved to emcur v/ith the reco::Elcndation of th e 
License Inspector. 

;':iotion, seconded by ;:iayor Isen , carried unani ;10us1y by r o ll call 
vote of those pr<.:sent. 

3. Parlts and Recreation Commission reque st dated July 17, 1956, 
for Council permission to solicit doI1ations and run concessiOns at f :re c 
concert presented by South Bay Civic Symphony in Torrance Park Sunday, 
August 26, 1956. ' .. 

;virs. Herma Tillim, Chair:nan of the Parl .. s and Recreation Co'iTI:'lission, 
ansvlered a questi on fro:il the Counc! 1 by saying they \'Ii shed to "pass the 
hat" and have a soft drink concession. 

Councilman Drale moved to grant the reque st. 
;vlotion, seconded by Counci loan Jahn, carried unani::lously ' by roll 

call vote of those present. . 

4. Request dated July 17, 1956, fro~ the Parks & Recreation 
CO::l~ission for appointment of one member of the Council to act as a 
Judge in the Park-Naming Contast. 

j·,jayor Iscn suggested that CounciLnan Benstead, as Chairman of the 
Parks and Recreation COl:tmittcc, act in this capacity. There.; we re no 
objections and it was so ordered. 

ENGINEERING AND PLANNING COi'Jil~USSION J'i~\TTERS: 

1. Letter dated July 20, 1956, from Ronald W. Bishop, CIty Engineer, 
submitting for Council acceptance 39 scwer easements granted to the City 
in Hollywood Riviera Se\'/cr District No.2, with location sketches and 
Resolutio~ authorizing and directing i'Jiayor and City Clerit to accept ' said 
e·ascments. 
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City Clerk Bartlett read: 

RESOLlITION NO. 2968 

A RESOLlITION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AlITHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE ,.i[.\.YOR AND CITY CLERK TO 
ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, THOSE CERTAIN EASEbiENT 
DEEDS IN THE HOLLY\;IOOD RIVIERA AREA. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with furthcr reading of thc 
Rcse lut ion • 

. !iotion, seconded by CounciLnan Dralc, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

Counci luan Jahn :110ved for adoption of Resolution No. 2968. 
!fiotion, seconded by Counci Iman Drale, carried unanioously by roB 

call vote of those present. 

45 

2. Letter from John R. Patrick, Asst. to City Engineer, regarding 
requcst of Los Angeles County that the City Council agree to grant 
Jurisdiction to the County to for~ an assessment district in the vicinity 
of 190th Street and Hawthorne Avenue. This was datcd July 20, 19.56. 
iHtached were: 

(a) 

(b) 

Copy of lett~r from John A. Lambie, County 
Engineer, dated July 11, 19.56; 
Location sketch~ 

Councilman Drale moved to grant the request of the County. 
iiiotion~ seconded by Cbul1cil:nan Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those present • 

.3. FINAL TRACT j .'~\P NO. 22712: Trans,:1ittal form from Planning 
CO~:l;llissi6n and EngineerIng Department recoHnendlng approval , of 
Final Tract :fiap No. 22712, located northerly of 182nd Street, 
easterly of Casimir Avenue and southerly of 178th Strcet, 
containing 108 lots, presented by Watt Construction Co;npany. 
Attached: 

(a) Excerpt from Planning COi:t:1ission .!iinutcs of 
June 20, 19.56; 

, (b) Letter from John R. Patrick, Assist. to City 
Engr., dated June 20, 19.56; 

(c) Letter from Southern Californi~ Edison Co. 
datcd June l2~ 19.56; 

(d) Letter from L. A. County Flood Control District 
dated February 27, 19.56. 

City Engineer Bishop told the Council that the letter frOii} the , Flood 
Control District which they received was the wrong one, and distribut<.:d 
to them the correct letter. 

;..iayor Isen moved to concur with the recommendation of the Planning 
Co:nm iss i on • 

_ ivioti on seconded by Counci Lnan Jahn . 
• ,Iir. Allen Katz of 163.5 Centine la, IngleVlood, representing Grand 

Construction Company, asked the Counci 1 to delay acti on on this for 
about two weeks. He said ;vir. Parravano asks this because of a question 
of ownership which is involved. 

dayor lsen said the Ceuncil has no Jurisdiction over ownership; 
and City Attorney Remc1meycr agreed. 

,}iayor Iscn a,ncndcd his motion to include approval subject to a 
Joint use agree:nent with the Nioneta Water Company, and Casimir being 
a full width street. 

Council~an Jahn accepted the amendment in his second. 
~otion carried unanimously by roll call vots of those present. 
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4· ;.:J.CI.P NO 209 : Trans;-ni t ta 1 fori!! from Planning 
-i:=:':':'~~~~~M~n~g~. ri n~e~e~t"i-=n~g'D~e pa rtr.lent reco:nmDnd i ng approva 1 of I 

No. 20941.1_, located southerly of l66th StrcDt 
and\ijesterly of Arlington I .venue, containing 59 lots ; submitted 
by Grand Construction Company. 
Attached: 

(a) Excerpt fro ,!) Planning C0;11:!lission f_Unutcs of 
Apri 1 4, 1956; 

(b) Letter fro~ City Engineer dated Apr11 4, 1956; 
(c) Letter fro~ L. A. County Flood Control District 

dated April 4, 1956 
City Engineer Bishop said there had been litigation with one of the 

original owners, but this has been settled by the Court. 
:.iayor lsen asked if the subdivIder had ti tlc in January when this 

was first presented, or if he had just got it. -
;'ir. Jac!{ Spahn of Barclay Engineering said ;ftr. Parravnno had the 

land in escroVl when one of the sellers tried to back out. In splte of 
an appeal fl led by the person who changed his ':lind about selling, the 
Court awarded the property to ;;ir. Parravano. He sai d ;-_ir. Parravano' fi led 
this map and paid the fees before a letter certifying ownership was 
required. 

dayor lsen asked City Attorney Re racl::leyer about this, and ,,ire 
RC :-1clmcyer said there was such a tine but he was not sure of the ti :nc 
the tract was presented. 

City Engineer Bishop said the filing fcc was paid on January 25 . 1956. 
Counci LYl an Drale :71oved to ccncur with the r e co~:nendation of the 

Planning COin:n! ssion. 
;-;ioti on, sccen dedby .,iayor I sen; carr i cd unanLnous ly by roll call 

vote of those present. 

5. CASE No.8: TranS:ilittal for :D from Planning Co:n;:1ission 
recommcn ing approval of ruquest of Sahdala Brothers for ' 
Variance to establish a real estate office between 174th 
Street and 190th Street, Lot 178 of Tract 16009. in Land 
Use Zone R-I. 

rtiayor Iscn as!{cd if anyone v/ished to be heard on this, and ;!ir. Ed 
Sahdala of 3176 Grand View, Altadena , came forward to support ;his appli­
cation for a Variance. 

Counc i l:!lan Jahn moved to concur with the rcco::1.:lcndati on of the 
Planning C01!linission SUbject to their stipulations. 

i'.iotion, scconded by Hayor Iscn , carried unani i!lously by roll call 
vote of those present. 

6. CASE NO. 39: Transmittal form from Planning Com:nission ­
rccomr.}cn ing denial of petition of Helen 'Ii. Aquino for 
Variance to PGr~it storage of concrete materials at 
22790 Hawthorne Avenue in Land Use Zone C-2. 

Counc i lman Jahn moved to concur wi th the reco:nmcndati on of the 
Planning COrYlmission • 

• Joti on, seconded by Counci lman Orale, carri cd unanimous ly by 
roll call vote of those present. 

6. C!-i.SE NO. 397: Transmittal form froin Planning Co!U:nission 
recommending denial of petition of A. J. Langan, ;'Ii. D., 
for Variance to establish a service station at the north­
west corner of Sepulveda Boulevard and Cabrillo in Land 
Use Zone R- 3. ; ' 

:Iiayor Isen suggested this be returned to the Planning Co;"!Cnission for 
further study. 

Director George Powell of the Planning Com!nission explained to the 
Counci I that a chi ld care center Vias locatcd next to th is) and the lady 

• _ 1 _ _ ....... . "I",,""L 



47 

who runs it had not complained. but had asked an opportunity to contact 
the State to see if this would have any effect on hpr license. She has 
checked this and it will not on condition that she conforms to certain 
safety measures, i.e., builds a secure fence. 

Jack Orlen of 442 East 219th Street said he OWlS a service station 
nearby, and that there arc several others in the area. He said none of 
the;.1 arc doing very well, and that he cannot sec where this station will 
help anyone. 

Jack l{uson of 4747 Cabri 110 said hi s wife owns the chi Id car<:: 
center refc:rred to by Planning Director Powell, and said it Vlould be 
very expensive for him to erect the type of fences he will have to 
erect if this goes in. ' 

Couricil~an Orale noved this be referred back to tfi~ Planning 
Co:-;)":) iss ion. 

, Council!:1an Blount asked why, saying it was reco:nmcnded for den lal. 
Council~an Drale withdrew his motion. 
Counci Lnan Blount ,noved to concur with the recoi:l!'!lcndatlon of the 

Planning Commission. 
i\.jotion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those present. 

7. A letter dated July 20, 1956, fro!!! George Powell, Planning 
01 rector, wi th a diagram showing a street which has bcenPtrovided in , tro 
City and requesting that the Council approve the na~e of 'Santa Cruz 
Court" for this street. 

Counci Iman Jahn pointed out that the people who have established this 
street have made a legal lot split and put in a paved street; curbs, and 
Sidewalks. 

Counci l:nan Jahn moved to approve the na:!le of tho street subject to 
the street being ~ade a full 54-foot street if and ~hcn the property 
across the street is ever built on, with this stipulation to be shown on 
the ~~ster Street Plan, with the owner of the property to dedicate the 
land to the City; and with an appropriate Resolution being drawn showing 
these conditions. 

"Iiotion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanL":lOusly by roll 
call vote of those prescnt. 

REPORTS: 

1. There is on file in the City Clerk's office the report of the 
General ;Jianager and Chief Engineer of the ivictropolitan Vlcter District, 
and the Control1~rls report. all for the month of June , 1956. 

2. The report of the Los Angeles County Air Pollution Control 
District for the month of July is now on file in the office 
of the City Clerk. 

City Clerk Bartlett read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2970 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE PRESCRIBING RULES AND REGULJ\TI<l'lS FOR 
THE USE OF PAR1{ AND RECREATION FACILITIES OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AND ESTABLISHING A SCHEDULE OF 
FEES TO BE CHARGED FOR SUCH USE. 

Councilman Jahn 30ved to dispense with furth~r reading of the 
Resolution. 

dotion, , seconded by :.iayo'r Isen, carried unani:nously by roll call 
vote of those prescnt. 

Councilman Orale moved to table this for two weeks fer study • 
. 'I!Ot i on seconded by uiayor 1 sen, no object! on, so ordered. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 816 

AN ORDINANCE OF' THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE Al\i~NDING SUB-SECTION (f), SECTION 25.8, 
OF CHAPTER 25 (ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 802) OF 
"THE CODE OF THE ClTY OF TORRI'..NCE, 1954," RELAT­
ING TO EXCAVATIONS, FI LLING AND OTHER GRAD I NG OF 

REAL PROPERTY. 

Council~an Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of this 
Ordinance. 

::iotion, sccond(;d by ;Aayor Isen, carried unanL10usly by roll co.ll 
votc of those present. 

Counci lman Orale moved for adoption of Ordino.nc e No. 816 at its 
secGnd and final reading. 

Aotion, sccmd c d by CounciL1an Blount, carried unanimously by rull 
call vote of those present. 

ORAL CO.',ii/ruN I CI .... T ION S 

City i .~nagcr Stevens rcport~d that the City Engineer had checked the 
bids opened earlier this evening and that he was now prepared to make his 
recoanendat ions. 

City :'!Ianager Stevens rcco:,1:i1ended theft the bid of Warren Southwest , 
in the a:':lount of ~20,05l.85; . for the imprOVCi:1ent of Post Avenue from 
Carson Street to Arlington Avenue, and Carson Street from Plaza d e l Pu:to 
to Arlington Avcnue, be accepted as thc lowest responsibl e; bid and that 
all other bids be rejected. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Ci ty :/ianager. 

:.10t i on, seconded by Counci lman Jahn, earr i ed unanL":lous ly by r o 11 
call vote of those present. 

Ci ty ~ .;janagcr Stevens then reCOi!1!:lCnded that the bid of \'larrcn South­
west for the Improvc~ent ofCr~nshaw Boulevard from Carson Street to 
Do~inguez, in the a~ount of ~50,776.62 , be accepted as the lowest 
responsible bid and all other bids be reje ct ed. 

Council;"!1an Blount moved to concur \'lith the rec o:-:1.:1cndution -of the 
Ci ty .. ianager. 

!:iotibn, seconded by Council::lun Orale : carri e d unanL:l0usly by roll 
call vote of those present. 

City .. ianagcr Stevens r c co:::Jrn c ndcd the purchas e of" fou r e lcctr i c 
J ~elvinntor wat e r cool ~ rs ) at. ~~ 155.98 each plus tax, to be install e d by \ 
the City at the new Civic Ce'nter. 

Counci Iman Jahn ;;lOvcd to concur with the rcco::l;"!1cndation of the 
City.;ianagcr • 

. ,iot i on, seconded by "layor I sen; earr i ed unanimously by ro 11 ca 11 
vote of those pr e scnt. 

City J~nager Stevens then rcco~mended that he be authorized to 
purchase two electric or gas ranges~ two refrigerators, and one dish­
washer for the Civic Center, purchase to be made from the lowest com­
petitive bidder. 

Councilman Dralc: moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Ci ty :Jianager. 

i;iotion, seconded by :!iayor Iscn, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote of those present. 

Ci ty ;;ianagcr Stevens recommend;;!d that Torrance Van and Storage be 
employed to move the City offices from their present locatio~ to the new 
Civic Center, based on their estimate of $628.00. 
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Councilman Blount asked if there was not ~ great discrepancy in the 
bids, and the City ivianoger replied that there hod been two other bids, 
one of $1600 ond the other of ;3200. 

C::>unci lman Orale :-:Joved to award the job to Torrance Van and Storage. 
Njotlon, scconded by liiayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call 

vote of those present. 

C! ty ::ianager Stevens said the people have moved out of the: house 
bought by the City on iIlUrcelina, and it is tL1C to get bids for rC;:lovlng 
or dC:TIol!shing 1 t. The City ;·.ianager said at the tLne the hous~ was bOl ght 
the !natter of demolishing the old fire station sO;1etL:lc in the future was 
discussed. He asked if the Council wished to take bids on that job at 
the: same time bids are taken on the house on iJiarcclina. 

Counci lman Orale asked to have reports froEl the Bui lding SuperInten­
dent and Fire Chief to shoVl whether or not it would be \'lorth Vlhi Ie to 
repair the old fire house or if it should bc demolished. 

Councilman Jahn moved the City i~nager be authorized to advertise 
. for bids to remove or demolish the: house on~~rcQline and clean the lot 
it Is on to bare lot condition . 

. !iotion, scconded by Councilman Orale, carried unani::lOusly by roll 
cnll vote or those present. 

CounciLnan Dr-ale moved a report be forwarded to the Council fr::>m th..: 
Buil~Hng Superintcndent and F.ire Chief on whether or not the old Fir(~ 
Statlon should be demolished or repaired • 

• \~otion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objections, so ordered. 

City Attorney Rcmelmeyer said ~r. Hall had infor~ed him that ~r. 
!.:icCall, attorney for .:iessrs. Smith and Dresser, for his clients, has 
agreed to settle for the counter offer made by the City to their offer, 
in other words, to settle for $15,000 with Smith and Orciscr to bear 
all costs, with ivir. Smith and .. ir. Dresser to be reinstated as of the 
dcte they weN discharged and .;jr. Dresser to f(;sigrt i.nmediatcly. r.ir. 
Rcmelrncyer said if the offer is acceptable it :nust be approved ,by the 
Ci ty Council. Thl s would not b~ the final a:cceptanee, he added, but 
if the Counc! I docs approve.:, the papers :Just be prepared and then 
signed by the various parties to the agl"ee~ent. 

Councilman Orale sa!dhc ~ould like to have n recon~endation from 
City ",ianagcr Stevens on this, nnd if the City ;.ianager rcco::1Jlcnds the 
acceptance of the offer, he will move to concur. 

;·!iayor 1 sen agreed . with thi s sta te:-;)ont. 
City ~:janager Stevens said there has never been any questi on in his 

::'lind that the City was not morally right in this issue, and that the 
Courts have bascd their action on technicalities. He said he believes 
we should face this and mal~e a scttlc:nent and start clear. 

Ceune i liTIan Orale moved to concur \'lith the Nconmendati on of the 
Ci tYMartager. 

oiotlon, seconded by i, .. iayor Isen, carried unanim('usly by roll call 
vote of those present. 

City Attorney Remelmcycr said he has becn called to :Di litary service 
from August 5 to 19, 1956, and requested that one \'IceJ{ of this tine be 
considered as a leave of absence and the other as one wee], of hi s 
vacation. 

Councilman Dralc moved to grant this request. 
i'.~otion, seconded by CounciLYlan Jahn , carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those: present. 

Counc! lman Blount asl{cd for a report from the Planning COD'l."7lission 
about the rezoning of lots presently used for parking. Hc pointed out 
that the Council requested this some time ago. 

Counci 1!:1an Blount then moved the City Council forVlard a letter to the 
Planning COr:lr:Jission stating the Council would lil{c to have this done 
forthwi th. 

There were nb objections and it was so ordered. 
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Counci Llan Blount asj~ed Vlhen the duster Plnn for our Airport will 
be completed. He said it is his understanding that there is a plan 6f 
SO,TIC sort nvai lablc now, and that he \ '/0.1 1d like to have nccc ss to! t. 

Counci Lnan Jahn said h e has be en reliably informed that the liiastcr 
Plan as proposed by the engineers will be presented to the Airport -
Commission at their regular !"'leeting on July 26, 1956. 

Council~an Blount nskc d to hnvc. acc e ss to thnt Plan , and the City 
l~nager assured him that he would have. 

CounciLlBn Blount asked for a definit e stat c'nent of policy fr o!J th,~ 
Counci I as t o Vlho VIi 11 have Ci ty-O\'/ncd auto'.obi 1es in thei I' possession 
when they arc ·)ff duty, and vlha t uses thL:y ::lBy put the:;) to. 

Co unci l:nan Blount moved that the City !!ianager be.: asiwd to furnish 
this info~ :~tion to the Council promptly. 

Notion seconded by Councilman Jahn , no objections, so ordered. 

Counci l I:lan Blount said. that whi Ie It is planned to :love out of the 
present Ci ty Hall ri ght away, no plnns hnve been l:lade to do anything \.'i th 
thc building we nrc nO"1 in, and nsl~ .:: d if any pl.an is being consid c r<.:d. 

Ci ty r:ianager Stevens said thc pre.:sent Ci ty .. occupied bui Iding is 
being appraised now, and that what will heppcn to it will be entir;:;ly up 
to the City Council. 

,.~yor Isen suggested thnt it should be offe red for sale. 
Council8an Orale said the building sh ould be apprnised and if W~ nr c 

going to dispose of it, it should go to the; highest cO:Jpctitive bidder. 
Counci L:Jan Blount ::Joved when the appraisel is rec e ived, tbe bui Iding 

be put up for sale with the following exception: The lots behind thc 
City Hall, which arc zoned i~-l • 

. .'iotion seconded by Counci l:;lan Orele.,l 
Counci lman Orale pOinted out thQt .:ir. Probert hus nant e d to buy one 

of those lots for a long ti.;)C. 
Council~an Blount said that is what he is l<.:ading up t o . He went 

on to say that d r. Probert has asked tne City to s e t Q price on the lot 
next door to his home, bcco.usc he weu ld lilw to buy it to protect his 
hone. 

Counci Llan Blount :·:Joved \'/e get a fair pric~ onthc lot next door 
to dr. Probert and offer it to him at a fair price to allow hi~ to 
protect his hone. 

Councilman Orale said this building should have a parking area. 
Councilman Blount said the buIlding could be sold with th~ oth~ ~ 

lot area, which, hce;-,'phasized, is zone d R-L . 
Ci ty ;-:ianagcr Stevens provided a map to show th c Counci 1 the lO,ts 

under di scussi on, which face El Prado between the rear of the Ci ty 1-iall 
and i.ir. Probert's hone. . 

~otion died for lack of a second. 
Counci llTIan Blount moved to tal,e bids on the property , and separate 

25' of the lot next door to iiiI'. Probert , and sell hi :] that 25 1 at a -;fai,r 
price so he can protect his home • 

. :iotion died for lacI{ of a s econd. 
Councilman Blount moved the pr~sent City Hall be put up for sale to 

the highest bidd e r and include with th e building Qll of the land betwe en 
the City Hall and :!ir. Proj;)er l s home exc e pt 25', "lith th e 2$' of land being 
dealt with in a separate bid. 

dotion died for lack of a second. 
Council::lan Blount said :.ir. Probert should have a chance to buy this 

lot. 

Coun6ilman Blount said we have authorized the City Att o rney to fil e 
action against the hog farms which the City Council wants e liminated, 
and he would like for the Attorney to give the Council his opinion cs , t o 
the lega1l ty of an Ordinance preventing a trucl; carrying garbage fran 
another city froD entering thc City of Torrance and using our streets. 

City Attorney Rem e lrneycr said he would prepare an opinion on this . 
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Councilman Orale moved an app~aisal be made on the property oxtending 
fro:"!! our old fi re stati on bui Iding to El Prado and from Cravens to ,,ir. 
Probertls property, each lot separately, and in the aggregate, and that 
the property be offered for sale to the highest bidder. 

;:iot i on seconded by ::iayor I sen. 
City :..lanager Stevens said we can start advertising it and \',ill 

get the value of the property and inform the Council. 
i!iotion carried by thc following roll call vote: AYES: · COONCILdEN: 

Dralt;:, Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCIL:iAN: None. ABSTAIN: CaJNCILNiEN: 
Blount. ABSENT: CQUNCILiEN: Bcnstead. 

Councilman Orale said now that the Smith-Dresser case is settled, I 
he moved the Civil Service Board be reinstated to its full status . 

. ~otion seconded by Councilman Blount. ! 
"~" ··Goi.1I1cil;!lan Jahn said he would lilw to have this held over until I 

next \'leek so that he can get ,nore information on it. I" 

There was no objection, and the motion was ordered held over for 
the next regular meeting of the Council. 

Counci Iman Orale said wi th the incorporation and annexation flurries 
that arc going around, he feels the City shculd once more extend a hand 
to the areas who might wish to become annexed to the City of Torrance. 

Counc i lman Jahn asl{ed if ;:ir. Russell, Supe rintendent of Bui Iding; 
is asking for a replacement or an assistant. 

;,ir. Stevens explained that this is actually for u replacement "'ho 
will come in as an assistant und brcak in on the job. 

Counci bion Jahn aslted if the list is not about to e;~pireJ and City 
.Janager Stevens said it will be good for a little time. 

Councilman Jahn recomrJcnded that wc exercise our prerogative on 
this list or change our thinking and hire an assistant for dr. Russell. 

Ci ty j'Jianager Stevens said he wi 11 probably have a recomncndation 
on this at the next meeting. 

,:iayor Isen said that Councilman Orale had suggested at the last 
meeting that Sandra ;,icAbec bc a guest at the dedication of the nc\'l 
Civic Center to honor her for her heroic deed in saving the lives of 
children shc was sitting with fro~ fire. He said he has written to her 
and invited her to the next Council i:Jc,:;ting, and City Attorney Re::lclmeyer 
is drawing a Resolution honoring (:!iss dcAbee l s e;;:ploit. The l.';ayor went 
on to say that he has contacted some of the retail ~crchants to sec if 
they will contribute gifts, and ;;ir. Robinson of Lawson's Jewelrv Store 
has proffered a Vlrist watch, and other gifts wi 11 be forthcoming. The 
i!iayor asked to have this h(~ t.hp. firrot. order of businc'ss at the meeting 
of J\ugust 31, 195'6. ' 

;".iayor Isen acknowledged a gift fro:YI the Kauffr:lan-Wi lson Construction 
Company of fifty signed original oil paintings for our new Civic Center, 
and asked if the Council wished to extend their gratitude to the donors 
of this splendid gift. 

Councilman Drale so moved, and the motion, seconded by Council::1an 
Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote of those present. 

;Jayor Isen then extended to the people of our City an invitation to 
present similar gifts to make the Civic Center Buildings more interesting 
and said this is the ti::Jc to malte such donations. 

~ayor Isen said the Torrance iAount cd Police and the Lions Club have 
asked for permission to put up carivas signs at the Civic Center to 
advertise the rodeo and barbecue at the dedication. 

Council~an Drale moved the permission be granted. 
~otion seconded hy Councilman Jahn, no objection, so ordered. 
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Counei Iman Dralc moved all bi lIs properly audited be , paid. 
:.iotion; seconded by Counci Iman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those present. ' 

The meeting adjourned at 11:00 P. iii. 

APPROVED: 

clt7Clerk or the Cltf or TOrrance 

MaYor or the CIt1 ot!6rrance 

-21- July 24, 19.56 


