
Torrance, California 
September 28, 1954 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Tuesday, September 28, 1954, at 8:00 o'clock p.m., 
Mayor Drale presiding. 

Those responding to roll call by Deputy Clerk Hallanger were: 
COUNCILrJIEN: Benstead, Blount, Isen, Schwab and Drale. Also pre
sent were City Manager Stevens and City Attorney Hall. 

At the request of Mayor Drale, Mr. Joe Freedland led the 
salute to our Flag. 

Reverend Douglas Jeffries of the First Baptist Church opened 
the metting with an invocation. 

Councilman Benstead moved the minutes of the Regular Meeting 
of September 14, and the minutes of the Adjourned Regular Meetings 
of September 15, and September 21, 1954, be approved as written. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously. 

BIDS: 

Mayor Drale announced this was the time and place set for the 
opening of bids for cast iron pipe for the Water Department. 

Deputy Clerk Hallanger said he had the Affidavit of Publica
tion and opened and read the following bids: 

Bidder 4,000 lin. 3,000 lin. 
ft.!±" dia. ft.6" dia. 

U. S. Pipe and Foundry Company $1.655 ft. $1.11 ft. 
Pacific States Cast Iron Pipe Go. 1.625 " 1.09 " American Cast Iron Pipe Company 1.63 " 1.096 " 

Councilman Benstead moved these bids be referred to Water 
Superintendent McVicar for study and recommendation later in the 
evening. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unani
mously. 

Mayor Drale announced this was the time and place set for 
the opening of bids for tires and tubes. 

Deputy Clerk Hallanger said he had the Affidavit of Publica
tion. 

Councilman Isen moved that all bids be opened and referred 
to City Manager Stevens to compile and make his recommendation at 
the next Council meeting. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Deputy Clerk"Hallanger opened bids from the following: 

Johnny Gillette Tire Company 
Dandurand's 
American Auto 'Stores 
Golden West Rubber Products, Inc. (two bids opened) 
G & N Distributors 
Richardson Tire"COIfi~a.ny 
Firestone Stores 
Bay Tire Service 
G?odyear Service Stores 

Mayor Drale announced this was the time and place set for 
the opening of bids for the work of improving Crenshaw Boulevard 
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from Dalemead Street southerly$8 feet, in the City of Torrance. 
Deputy Clerk Hallanger said he had the Affidavit of Publica

tion and opened and read the following bids: 

Bidder 

Oswald Bros. Company 
Griffith Company 
Sheets Construction Company 
Warren Southwest, Inc. 
R. B. Braswell, 
Sully-Miller Contracting Company 
S. A. Cummings 

METHOD flAil 

$11,056.28 
12,183.60 
11,313.90 
12,254.78 
14,988.54 
12,286.11, 
12,823.64 

METHOD "BlI 

$ 6,682.70 
7,199.50 
6,78).85 
7,253.05 
9,099.25 
7,441+.30 
7,916.90 

Councilman Schwab moved these bids be referred to City 
Manager Stevens for study and recommendation at the next regular 
Council meeting. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously. 

City Manager Stevens stated Mr. McVicar had studied the bids 
for cast iron pipe for thB Water Department, and recommended the 
bid be awarded to the Pacific States Cast Iron Pipe Company who 
submitted the lowest responsible bid and give the best delivery. 

Councilman Benstead moved the bid for cast iron pipe be 
awarded to the Pacific States Cast Iron Pipe Company, and that 
all other bids be rejected. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Mayor Drale announced the regular order of business would be 
dispensed with to hear a report from Tony Parravano regarding re
pairs to be made in the Crenshaw Garden Tract. 

Mr. Ed Rosenthal, attorney representing Tony Parravano, re
viewed'the complaints received from this tract and the repairs 
that have been made and advised Mr. Parravano has expended some 
$5,000 to alleviate the complaints of these homeowners. He also 
stated that when these homes were constructed, Mr. Henry Albach
ten was'the general contractor and that he may be contacted 
through'the offices of his accountants, McIntyre & Yocum in the 
City of Inglewood. 

Councilman Isen advised IvIr. Rosenthal he was reviewing in
formation the Council had heard:many times. He stated the 
Council was acting on a letter written by Mr. Parravano setting 
forth what he would do, and the Council expected him to make the 
corrections as promised. . 

A~lengthy discussion followed, with many disagreements re
garding what had been done to the homes and what remained to be 
done. Councilman Isen suggested an arbitrary committee of three 
builders be appointed, one to be appointed by IvIr. Parravano, one 
to be appointed by the Building Department and the third to'be 
appointed by the two chosen. Mr. Parravano rejected this sugges
tion. He stated he would comply with~all the things he had 
promised to do in his letter of June 1, '1954. He said most of 
this work had been completed with the exception of some paint
ing and papering, which would be taken care of. 

Mr. McWhirter said he did not think this should be dis
cussed any further. He said it would take t300 to put in a 
garage floor; his fireplace needs fixing, and still he is told 
his home is not structurally unfit. 

Councilman Isen advised him the Council is trying to go as 
far as they can~ If the people are not satisfied there are still 
courts open for civil litigation. 

Mayor Drale stated he would be in favor of turning this 
over to the Legal Department; the way it stands now we are at a 
standstill. 

Councilman Blount moved the City Attorney be requested to 
give a written legal opinion as to the criminal responsiblity 
of the officers and directors of the Princeton Construction 
Company in this matter. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, 
carried unanimously. 



At 9:00 p.m., Mayor Drale declared a recess. The meeting 
reconvened at 9:25 p;m. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

Communication from Superintendent of Schools J. H. Hull 
advising the School Code does not permit school districts to pay 
for crossing guards. 

Mayor Drale inquired if it would be necessary to have cross
ing guards if special traffic signals for school crossings were 
to be installed. 

City Manager Stevens said it would depend entirely on the 
density of the vehicle traffic, in some districts it would re
quire both. 

Chief of Police Haslam said he has literature explaining 
these Crown signals which are in use in several cities, including 
Redondo Beach, and they have proved very satisfactory, these 
signals cost about $500. He stated he did not think these signals 
would be adequate protection on main thoroughfares such as 174th 
Street, 101 Highway or Torrance Boulevard, but he did think that 
by installing these signals in some sections it would be possible 
to cut down, about fifty per cent, the number of crossirig guards 
required. 

Councilman Isen moved a survey be made by the Police Depart
ment and a report be given to the City Council as soon as possible, 
and that when the report is received Dr. Hull's letter be answered. 
Motion, seconded by lVIayor Drale, no obj ections, so ordered. 

Communication from the County Sanitation Districts of Los 
Angeles County requesting the City's cooperation, by appropriate 
ordinance or resolution, to effectively control the discharge of 
uncontaminated waters to sewers under the City's jurisdiction. 

Councilman Isen moved the communication be referred to ,the 
City Attorney for the necessary ordinance or resolution. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Benstead, so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Communication from Allen K. Dohner and Mary Dohner, and 
Jimmie and Nadine Youree advising they do not wish to have their 
water rights changed from the Moneta Water Company. 

Councilman Benstead moved the communications be filed as a 
matter of record. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, so 
ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Communication from the Planning Commission recommending the 
vacation of a portion of Palos Verdes Parkway, as shown on Exhibit 
"Y", 

City Manager Stevens stated he would like to concur with the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission. He said it would bring 
valuable property back onto the tax rolls and will also permit 
development of the property in question. He recommended the City 
Council follow the normal vacation procedure and vacate the pro
perty as shown on Exhibit IIylI. 

Councilman Isen moved to concur with the recommendation of 
the Planning Commission and City Manager Stevens regarding the 
vacation of a portion of Palos Verdes Parkway, as shown on 
Exhibit "Y". Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Communication from the Pacific Hills Home Owners, Inc., ad
vising they feel they should have a representative from their 
area on the Planning Commission, and requesting the City Council 
to remember their area when a vacancy occurs on the Planning 
Commission as their organization wishes to have Mr. Elven 
Schoonover as their representative. 

Councilman Benstead moved the communication be filed as a 
matter of record. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried. 

23 



24 

Communication from Water Superintendent McVicar recommending 
the offer of Mac-Low .. Men Corporation to discount, for immediate 
payment, the City's obligation to them, be accepted. Mac-Low-Men's 
offer was as follows: "We agree to discount' the balance due, 
20 per cent, or a total of $1,845.60 for immediate payment." 

City Manager Stevens reminded the Council there was an assign
ment of attorney's fees to Perry and Bush in the amount of $500. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation 
of Water Superintendent McVicar in accepting the offer of Mac-Low
Ilien Corporation. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Request of Water Superintendent McVicar for: 

(a) Authorization to expend the necessary funds, which are 
estimated at approximately $6,000 for Tract No. 20165 (G & G 
Construction Company) and at approximately $7,000 for Tract No. 
18249 (Ellinwood Corporation), to absorb·the cost of pump plants 
for these subdivisions built on high ground, which the. City agreed 
to do; and 

(b) Authorization of the Council (Per section 2 of Resolu
tion No. 2279) to charge a special rate of 35¢ per month per 
meter for customers served by these pumping plants. 

Councilman Blount inquired if the people moving in these 
homes were being notified of the rate structure. Mr. McVicar 
said it could be handled through his office, they cquld notify 
the subdividers and also notify the customers when they come in 
for a meter hook-up. 

City Manager Stevens said that actually the 35¢ per month 
charge was very nominal as it is very definitely a special ser
vice. 

Councilman Schwab moved the above requests of Water Super
intendent McVicar be granted. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Schwab moved Superintendent notify these sub
dividers of these charges and also to remind them the Council 
expects them to notify the people to whom t'hey sell these homes 
of these additional water rates. Motion, seconded by ]iJIayor 
Drale, so ordered. 

Communication from Water Superintendent McVicar regarding 
tracts, which lie within the city boundary, being served by the 
Moneta Mutual Water Company. 

Mayor Drale requested Mr. McVicar to meet with the City 
Council, Tuesday, October 5th, at 7:00 o'clock p.m., to discuss 
this matter. 

AIRPORT MATTERS: 

Request of Venard E. Kemp for .a six months option to lease 
the 300 x 300 foot parcel at the northwest corner of Pacific 
Coast Highway and Crenshaw Boulevard to construct a Hody's res
taurant, with the consideration f6r said option to be $1,000; 
said consideration to be applied to first rentals when option 
is exercised; the $1,000 to be returned to Mr. Hoedemaker if: 

(a) 

(b) 

Traffic signals have not been assured before 
construction of restuat'antis started. 
Recapture clause held by the Federal Government 
has not been rescinded before expiration of option. 

Terns of lease are as follows: 

(a) Length of lease to be fifty years. 
(b) 1st five years ......... $350.00 per month. 

2nd Five years ......... 500.00 per month 
Balance of lease ......• 750.00 per month 



If all contin~encies have been fulfilled and the option is 
not exercised the $1,000 deposit is to be forfeited to the City 
of Torrance. 

Councilman Isen inquired if the recapture clause could be 
rescinded within six months. 

City Manager Stevens said he thought it could be done within 
six months, he said we need something specific for them to act on 
and he thought this would actually help •. . 

Councilman Isen moved Mr. Kemp be instructed that a counter 
proposition for his principal would be satisfactory to this 
Council, which would provide all the conditions of this offer ex
cept with reference to the money to be paid thereon; that the 
first five years would set a minimum rental of $350 as against a 
percentage with a maximum to be paid during that period of $500 
ceiling; the percentage to be determined at future meetings; the 
second five years the minimum to be $500 as against the same per
centage arrived on in the first instance, with a maximum ceiling 
of $750; the balance of the lease, forty years, a minimum guarant ee 
of $750 as against the same percentage with a maximum ceiling of 
$1,000. 

Councilman Isen moved to approve a counter proposal to the 
effect as set forth above. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, 
so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Communication from the Airport Commission submitting their 
recommendation for the proposed ordinance covering their Commis
sion. 

Councilman Benstead moved the City Attorney be requested to 
prepare the necessary ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Isen. 

Councilman Blount said he was going to suggest the Council 
Airport Committee meet with the Airport Commission to discuss this 
ordinance. It was his understanding that was what the Committee 
was for, the same as the Traffic Commission. All traffic matters 
are referred to them for their recommendation. Councilman Blount 
requested a roll call vote on Councilman Benstead's motion. The 
motion carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Benstead, Isen and Drale. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount and Schwab. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Isen withdrew his vote and voted NO in the in
terest of harmony. 

Councilman Blount moved this communication be referred to 
the Council Airport Committee for their recommendation as to the 
ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, no objections, 
so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Recommendations of City Manager Stevens: 

PERSONNEL: 

1. That Roy M. FranciS, having successfully passed the 
Civil Service examination, be appointed to serve his 
probationary period as Construction Inspector in the 
Engineering Department, effective September 16, 1954, 
at the first salary step. 

2. That George Gibson, having successfully passed the 
Civil Service examination, be appointed to serve his 
probationary period as Construction Inspector in the 
Engineering Department, effective September 20, 1954, 
at the first salary step. 

3. That Ray D. Archibald be employed as Assistant Build
ing Inspector in the Building Department, ' on a tempo
rary basis pending Civil Service examination, effec
tive September 7, 1954, at the first salary step • . 

»-5'·' 4.I'l. 



That the following personnel be appointed to serve 
their probationary periods as Firemen in the Fire 
Department, having successfully passed the Civil 
Service examination, at the first salary step and 
effective on the dates indicated: 

(a) Paul M. Smith .••..••.•.•.... September 29, 1954 
(b) Richard L. DeArmitt ....•...• September 30, 1954 
(c) Albert M. Salcido •.....••••. October 1, 1954 
(d) Leo J. Palumbo .•..•.•.•••••• October 2, 1954 
(e) Vernon G. Lanford .•.•.••••.• October 3, 1954 
(f) Gordon T. Clarke •...•.•••..• October 4, 1954 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendations 
of City Manager Stevens, items one through four, under Personnel. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

City Manager Stevens recommended the bid for the construc-
tion of a sanitary sewer along Crenshaw Boulevard, from Lomita 

who suh- ~9~1§yard to 2300 feet southerly thereof, be awarded to Zavas & 
mitted theSons,Land that all other bids be rejected. 
lowes~res- Councilman Benstead moved to concur wit~ the recommendation 
• onsible of C~ty Mana~er Stevens. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, 
~id, in carrled unanlmously by roll call vote. 
the amount of 
$10,638.50 Deputy Clerk Hallanger read title to: 

RESOLUTIQN NO. 2628 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN CONTRACT 
BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND ZAVAS 

. AND SONS. 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading 
of the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, 
c~rried unanimously by roll call vote. . 

Councilman Blount moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2628. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead,. carried unani
mously by roll call vote. 

ENGINEERING MATTERS: 

Communication from Asst. to City Engineer Patrick submitting 
an easement from the Don-Ja-Ran Corporation for street planting 
and fire protection purposes along the 40 foot streets in Tract 
No. 19306, located in the Hollywood Riviera district, as per agree
ment on the approval of this tract. Matter of record. 

Deputy Clerk Hallanger read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2629 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM DON~JA-RAN CON
STRUCTION CO., INC., A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION, AND 
PEERLESS BUILDING CORP, ' A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION. 

Councilman Isen moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2629 •. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 
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Letter of transmittal from the Planning Commission and City 
Engineer recommending approval of Final Tract l~p No. 20561, con
sisting of 81 lots to be developed by the Landbar Construction 
Company, easterly of Casimir Avenue, westerly of Arlington - Avenue, 
southerly of the Edison Company ~ight-of-way. 

This letter of transmittal was accompanied by a letter from 
Assistant to City Engineer Patrick stating the Council had held 
up approval of this tract map for the dedication of a full street, 
which is designated as 178th Street. The tract map showed this 
to be a 38 foot dedication. Mr. Patrick advised the subdivider 
does not own the land southerly of this portion of the street but 
they are at this time trying to acquire it. He stated the sub
divider has complied with a memorandum sent out by City Engineer 
Bishop, dated August 18, 1954, concerning border streets for 
subdivisions. 

~ general discussion was held with the subdivider explain
ing the tract map to the Council. 

Councilman Schwab moved Final Tract Map No. 20561, as pre",, 
sented, be approved. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount. 

Councilman Isensaid he would like to amend the motion-
subject to proper notification and notices so that if, and when, 
the proposed Tract No. 20562 is developed, the developer will 
dedicate the portion required to make this a full street. No 
second to this amendment. 

Councilman Schwab's motion for approval carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Schwab and 
Drale. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead and Isen. ABSENT: COUNCIL~ 
MEN: None. 

Letter of transmittal from the Planning Commission and City 
Engineer recommending approval of Final Tract Map No. 19891, con
sisting of 71 lots to be developed by the Barclay Development 
Company, southerly of 182nd Street and westerly of Prairie Ave
nue, subject to the special conditions as set forth in the follow
ing letter from Ass~stant to City Engineer Patrick; addressed to 
the Planning Commission: 

"I am submitting herewith Final Tract Map No. 19891, located 
at the southwesterly corner of Prairie Avenue and l82nd Street. 
This map was tentatively approved by your Honorable Body on May 
19, 1954, and by the City Council on June 1, 1954, with the con
dition that Bailey Drive be made a full street. 

Bailey Drive is an existing street which was dedicated under 
Tract 426, of which this tract is a resubdivision, Therefore, I 
believe that it should be mandatory that the widening of Bailey 
Drive should be the requirement of the property to the West, which 
would then allow two tiers of lots about 133 feet in depth between 
Amie Avenue and Bailey Drive. In the proposal of Tentative Tract 
Map 20651, which is located southerly and on either side of Bailey 
Drive, there is a 14 foot widening to the west and none to the 
East. 

This office would like to recommend that this be approved 
witl1 these conditions and that Tract Map 19891 be approved from 
an engineering standpoint." 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation of 
the Planning Commission in approving Final Tract Map No. 19891. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried by the fol,lowing 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Schwab and Drale. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: Benstead and Isen. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Letter of transmittal from the Planning Commission and City 
Engineer recommending approval.of Tentative Tract Jvlap No. 18748, 
consisting of 154 lots to be developed by the Home Savings & 
Loan Association, northeasterly of Carson Street, westerly of 
Maple Avenue and easterly of Madrona Avenue; subject to these 
special conditions: Oil derricks to be removed; Sump and oil wells 
to be fenced with six foot chain link fence with three strands 
barbed wire on top; also subject to the drainage conditions, as 
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set forth in letter from City Engineer Bishop to the Planning 
Commission, dated September 23, 1954, in which he recommended l~ 
acres of this tract be dedicated for a drainage basin in this 
tract. 

Councilman Blount inquired about sanitary sewers being 
available, as stated in the ietter of transmittal. City Engineer 
Bishop advised him they were available if a sewage pump was in
stalled to tie into the existing sewage outfall lines. 

Mr. J. R. Newville, engineer for this tract, and Mr. Chas. 
W. Davidson, representing Home Savings & Loan Association, ex
plained to the Council the cautions they would take to fence the 
oil wells, the type of homes they planned on constructing, etc. 

After a lengthy discussion regarding the twenty foot deep 
sump necessary to drain this tract, the necessity of installing 
a sewage pump and the presence of three oil wells on the prop
erty, Councilman Blount moved the Council not concur with the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission in approving this 
Tentative Tract Map ~fid that it be returned to the Planning 
Commission. Motion, seconded by Councilman Bensteaq, no objec
tions, so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Deputy Clerk Hallanger read title to: -

RESOLUTION NO. 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE FINDING AND DETERMING THAT THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST AND NECESSITY REQUIRE THE ACQUISITION, 
CONSTRUCTION AND COMPLETION BY THE SAID CITY OF 
TORRANCE OF CERTAIN PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS, TO WIT: 
THE CONSTRUCTION AND INSTALLATION OF A SEEPAGE 
BASIN OVER AND ACROSS CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY IN 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE; AND DIRECTING CITY ATTORNEY 
TO BRING AND PROSECUTE AN ACTION IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT FOR THE CONDEMNATION THEREOF. 

Councilman Isen questioned the easement, he said it should 
be all of Lot 21, Block K, Tract 10300. . 

Councilman Blount moved the Resolution be sent back to the 
City Attorney for clarification. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Isen, carried unanimously. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2630 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE GRANTING OF AN OPTION 
AND LEASE AGREEMENT TO STORE PROPERTIES, INC. 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading 
of the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman . Isen, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Isen moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2630 and the leaseagreement attached thereto, sugject to the 
corrections as noted thereon. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Benstead, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

City Manager Stevens reported on the installation of traffic 
signals -at Yukon and Redondo Beach Blvd. He stated it had been 
agreed to by the City and the County. 

City Engineer Bishop reported that he had received the agree
ment for this late this afternoon. 

Mayor Drale inquired if Cit y Manager Stevens had anything to 
report regarding Tract No. 16701, which has been held up for some 
time on account of a right-of-way. 



City Manager Stevens said this was a tract in North Torrance 
in which we have been trying to avoid a sump, he thought the 
solution would be to acquire a street right-of-way which would 
permit surface drainage and would do away with the sump. It was 
his opinion that anything the City can do to avoid sumps they 
should do. The paying for this easement would be a matter of 
policy. Mr. Stevens said this was a ten acre tract of land that 
has been before this Council for three or four years. The deve
ioper to drain the water on the surface, which would mean the 
City would have to condemn a portion of 186th Street. 

Councilman Blount inquired if the developer would bear this 
expense. City Manager Stevens said he was not sure. He ~aid the 
principal is right, the cost is a matter of policy which the 
Council will have to determine because they may have many more 
such requests. 

Mayor Drale requested Mr. Stevens have a clarification of 
this for the next m.eeting. 

City Manager Stevens inquired if it was the feeling of the 
Council that the subdivider should pay for this. The Council 
indicated they felt the subdivider should be responsible for 
this. 

City Engineer Bishop said he had an oral report to make re
garding the drainage in Tract No. 18416 which the Council had 
requested, Mr. Bishop said that as he was finishing up the report 
on the complaints the Council had previously received from this 
tract he was presented with a petition containing twenty signa
tures--this is from the other half of the tract, and no complaints 
had been received from this portion of the tract. The petition 
read as follows: 

!tWe the homeowners in Tract No. 18416 petition the 
City Council of the City of Torrance to have the 
builder of the homes in the above-named tract make 
changes that will adequately drain or lower the 
grade to conform to the Building Code in order that 
water does not settle on porches or seep through 
house floors." 

City Engineer Bishop said he had completed a partial report 
covering this half of the tract. 

Mayor Drale requested Mr. Bishop to have a complete report 
regarding this drainage problem for the next meeting and that he 
also see what can be done to remedy the problem. 

Councilman Isen moved that either the City Attorney, or the 
City Manager, prepare an appropriate resolution by which the City 
Council endorses the proposed bond issue election and the proposi-
tions to be voted on on October 19, and that the necessary pub

licity go along with it so the people will know how the Council 
stands on this election. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, 
so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Councilman Isen said he thought the Airport Commission should 
be commended for the splended job they are doing. The Council 
concurred. 

Mayor Drale proclaimed Saturday, October 23, 1954, as United 
States Day. This is One Country, One Flag, and One Loyalty. 

Mayor Drale proclaimed the week of October 3-9, 1954, as 
Employ-the-Physically-Handicapped Week. 

Councilman Blount moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 
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At 11:30 p.m., Councilman Blount moved to adjourn to October 
5, 1954, at 8:00 p.m. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, 
carried unanimously. 

'!'""In :1'. l!.rr.""4;~ 
DEPuty City Clerk ofuleCityOforrance 

APPROVlID : 

~iq!r~ 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
October 5, 1954 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in an 
Adjourned Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, 
Torrance, California, on Tuesday, October 5, 1954, at 8:00 
o'clock p.m., Mayor Drale presiding. 

Those responding to roll call by Deputy Clerk Hallanger 
were: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Isen, Schwab and Drale. 
Also present were City Manager Stevens and City Attorney Hall. 

At the request of Mayor Drale, Chief of Police Haslam led 
the salute to our Flag. 

Councilman Schwab opened the meeting with an invocation. 

At the request of Mayor Drale, one minute of silence was 
observed in memory of Wallace Post. 

Councilman Blount moved the regular order of business be 
dispensed with. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried. 

i'v1ayor Drale announced this was the time and place set for 
the opening of bids for the purchase of Tax Anticipation Warrants 
for the City of Torrance, in the principal amount of $200,000. 

Deputy Clerk Hallanger said he had the Affidavit of Pub
lication and opened amread the following bids: 

Bidder 

California Bank 
Bank of America 

Rate of Interest 

.?74% per annum 
l~% per annum 

At 8:05 p.m., Mayor Drale declared a recess. The meeting 
reconvened at 8:10 p.ry. 

City Manager Stevens recommended the bid of the California 
Bank for the purchase of $200,000 Tax Anticipation Warrants, 
at the rate of .974% per annum, be accepted as the lowest res
ponsible bid, and that all other bids be rejected. 

epose


