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Torrance, California 
September 14, 1954 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORR~NCE CITY COUNCIL 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regu
lar Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, 
on Tuesday, , September 14, 1954, at 8:00 p.m., Mayor Drale presiding. 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett were: 
COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Isen, Schwab and Drale. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. Also present were City Manager Stevens and City 
Attorney Hall. 

At the request of Mayor Drale, Commander William E. Mason 
led the salute to our Flag. 

Reverend Siskas of the Lutheran Church opened the meeting 
witp an invocation. 

Councilman Benstead moved the Minutes of the Regular Meeting 
of August 24, Adjourned Regular Meeting of August 31, and Adjourned 
R~gular Meeting of September 7, 1954, be approved as written. . 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously. 

BIDS: 

Mayor Drale announced this was the time and place set for the 
opening of bids for the installation of parking meters. 

City Clerk Bartlett stated he had the Affidavit of Publication, 
and opened and read bids from the following companies: 

Magee-Hale Park-O-Meter Company, Oklahoma City 2, Oklahoma 
~he Karpark Corporation, Cincinnati 6, Ohio 
The Pacific Union Metal Company, Los Angeles, California 
Voglesong Products Corporation, Emeryville 8, California 
Duncan,Parking Meter Corp., Chicago 22, Illinois 
Harry C. Younger Company,~asadena,California 

Councilman Blount moved these bids be referred to City Mana
ger Stevens for a complete breakdown as to ttIe prices. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Isen, carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCI~MEN: Blount, Isen, Schwab and Drale. 'DECLINED 
TO VOTE: COUNCILMEN: Benstead. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Benstead said the people of the City of Torrance 
ar~ opposed to parking meters, and he refused to vote on this 
issue. . 

Mayor Drale moved City Manager Stevens select three prominent 
engineers from ~he industries in Torrance to determine which t¥pe 
of meter would b~ best for the City. .Motion, seconded by Council
man Blount, carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Blount, Isen, Schwab and Drale. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Isen suggested the meter companies furnish Mr. 
Stevens with one of their machines so the Council and the engineers 
selected may examine them, and also suggested when these meters 
are installed they they be installed on a trial basis. 

Mayor Drale announced this was the time and place set for the 
opening of bids for an electric typewriter. City Clerk Bartlett 
opened and read the following Bids: 
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BIDDER 

Parrish Stationers 

IBM 

Remington Rand 

. Underwood Corporation 

MAKE 

Royal 13 tt 

IBM 12" 
IBM 16" 
Remington 

Model 12 
Model 16 

13" 

AMOUNT 

$375.00 

400.00 
430.00 
375.00 

375.00 
400.00 

Councilman Benstead moved City Manager Stevens be authorized 
to purchase one 13 inch Remington electric typewriter. Motion, --' 
seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by'roll call 
vote. 

HEARINGS: 

The hearing on the assessment for the improvement of Sepulveda 
Gardens Sewer District was opened at 8:30 p.m., Gouncil Chambers, 
City Hall, Torrance, California. 

City Clerk Bartlett presented affidavits as to mailing, post-
ing, and publication of notice of hearing. ., 

Councilman Blount moved the affidavits be received and filed. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried unanimously. 

Mayor Drale announced this was the time and place fixed for 
the hearing of appeals from or objections to any act or determina
tion of the Street Superintendent or Engineer or the quality of 
work performed, or the legality of additions to or ommissions from 
the contract, or the correctness of the assessment or diagram. 

Mayor Drale inquired if any written protests had been received. 
City Clerk read letters of complaint from George Hougasian, 22726 
Draille Drive and Cecil M. Risbridger, 22730 Draille Drive, also 
a petition signed by residents of this sewer district complaining 
as to the condition the streets were left in after the sewers were 
put in. 

Mayor Drale inquired if anyone desired to speak from the 
floor. There being no oral protests, Councilman Isen moved the 
hearing be declared closed. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Assistant to City Engineer ~atrick reported he and City 
Manager Stevens had contacted the sewer contractor and the sub
contractor, who have advised him they will have a crew out there 
this week to bring these streets up to standard. 

Councilman Benstead moved the bond be withheld until these 
corrections have been made, in accordance with the contract speci
fications, and the hearing b~ continued until September 12, 1954. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by'roll 
call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved the contractor be requested to re
port to the City Council as to the corrections made. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously. 

SEWER DISTRICTS: 

City Clerk Bartlett stated he had a resolution ordering cer
tain changes, corrections, alterations and modifications in the 
proceedings for the construction of a sanitary sewer in the Holly~ 
wood Riviera Sewer District No.1; also, a letter from the Holly
wood Riviera Homeowners Association advising they have gone on 
record as approving the Unit plan for,';payment.of the sewer assess
ment. City Clerk Bartlett read one letter of protest from M. L. 
Hoffenberg, 365 Calle Mayor, protesting this sewer assessment. 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 



RESOLUTION NO. 2623 

A' RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, ORDERING CERTAIN CHANGES, 
CORRECTIONS, ALTERATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS IN 
THE PROCEEDINGS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SANI
TARY SEWER IN THE HOLLYWOOD RIVIERA SEWER DIST
RICT NO. 1 AS DESCRIBED IN RESOLUTION OF INTEN- . 

TION NO. 2592. 

Councilman Blount moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Oouncilman Benstead, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote~ 

Councilman Benstead moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2623. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount Bio~t, carried unani
mously by roll call vote. 

City Clerk Bartlett read the following communication from 
Assistant to City Engineer Patrick regarding the Yukon Avenue 
Improvement District--1911 Act: 

"I am submitting herewith petitions for the construction of 
curbs, gutters, sidewalks and sewer lines (under the 1911 
Act) along Yukon Avenue from Redondo Beach Boulevard to the 
northerly line of the Edison Company right-of-way southerly 
of 187th Street. These petitions contain the "necessary 51% 
of- signatures. 

I would like to recommend that the firm of Barnett, Hopen 
and Smith be retained by the City of Torrance as assessment 
engineers on this project and that an estimate be obtained 
from them for their amount of work and that it be submitted 
to your Honorable Body at a later date. 

It is also necessary that we obtain from the County He~lth 
Department a survey to determine the need for sanitary 
sewers • . This will be submitted to your Honorable Body as 
soon as it is received." 

Councilman' Blount moved to concur with the recommendation of 
Assistant to City Engineer Patrick. Motion, seconded by Council
man Benstead, carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Isen, and Schwab. DECLINED TO VOTE: 
Mayor Drale. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Drale stated the Council would deviate from the re
gular order of business in order to hear the report from the 
Building Department regarding the homes on Patrbnella Avenue. 

Building Inspect9r Russell reported that qll of the viola
tions, structural repairs and corrections have been taken care of. 
This work was started on June 7 and the structural defects were 
taken care of on July 14. He stated that more man-hours were 
spent on this job than on any other job in the City of Torrance. 
Mr. Russell stated he feels satisfied the structural defects have 
been taken care of except for one thing--the garage foundations 
were poured without any returns on the front of the garages ', and 
foundations were stopped on the sidewalks at the front end of the 
garages. The floors were poured monolithic. They claimed they 
had a foundation at each end but Mr. Russell stated he could not 
ascertain this being that the mud sill for the superstructure at 
the front of the garages was placed on the slab f~9RX with the 
result that the foundation footings and the slab/h~~ef~ntirely 
a different movement, which results in the cracks at the front 
of each and every garage. 
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Mr. Russell said it would be impossible to put short founda
tions at each side of the door, it would be worse than nothing at 
all, and as for cutting out~ the blocks where the cnacks occur and 
replacing same with cold joints, the results would be equally as 
bad, if not worse than they are now. He stated he did not have an 
answer for this problem. 

Mr. Russell said they have tried to please all the people in 
this particular tract and thanked them for the letters they had 
mailed to him. He stated he had a complete report of every house 
and every day that was spent on these houses. He said he had the 
date and the time spent in each house in the whole group, with the 
exception of one, and the owners did not want anything done to 
their house. He said Mr. West and Mr. SnoW' had made a survey, 
and he called on Mr. West for any comments he might have to make. 

Mr. West said they haue checked each and every house and _ 
found all the structural defects have been corrected. Most of 
the complaints are on account of the paint'ing. The walls have 
been painted without using a sealer and underneath the patches it 
is cracking off; in some places the wallpaper has not been re
placed. There were two cases--one the eave vents were omitted; 
another is that they left wood under the plumbing instead of 
strapping it up; however, that has been taken care of. It is 
mainly the finishing work, such as painting and papering that has 
not been taken care of. Mr. West said he thought something should 
be done about correcting this, but there was nothing in the Code 
to enforce this. 

Mr. Russell stated he had taken this matt-er up with Mr. 
Parravano on two occasions but was not too happy with the results 
of his contacts. 

Mayor Drale inquired if there was anyone present in the 
audience from this area who wished to .be heard. 

Mr. McWhirter, 16714 Patronella stated his fireplace would 
not stand normal heat, and inquired if that was not a violation 
of the Code. -

Mr. Russell stated that the dampers in some of the fire
places were put in too tight which would cause a crack at the 
top, however, he stated this was not a serious defect. _ 

Mr. McWhirter stated they bought tpese homes as having wood
burning fireplaces, and he would like to have a cut in his City 
taxes as the value of these houses has dropped 100%. 

Mr. McWhirter said he would like all the people present to 
make a statement proving that he is not a trouble maker. 

Mr. Vernon Jones, 16711 Cerise, stated his driveway has sunk 
about six inches, they plastered his house without putting a 
primer on it; they left the wallpaper hanging there until he 
finally went out and bought some paper himself and papered. He 
has requested to be reimbursed for this but has heard nothing 
from the contractor, and his house is still settling. 

Mr. West said they had found that the garages have settled 
and in many cases the water does run into the garages. However, 
he did not know how to remedy this except to rebuild the garages. 
Mr. West said there was nothing in the Code that says inspections 
must be made on slabs or driveways. 

Mr. Russell advised the Code does not cover any slabs that 
are not structural. 

Mr. Kolb, 16621 Patronella, inquired if the City Council will 
take steps to have Mr. Parravano finish the job he was supposed to 
have started and finished. 

Councilman Isen said if they went in and made structural 
corrections they would be required to paint and paper as it was 
before._; ': ' --- - - - - -

- Mr. Kolb inquired if-when th~s is completed-he could get 
a let t er from the qity stating that his house is in A-I shape 
according to the California Code so that he could sell his home 
without any reper cussions. -

~,-~~-~4~~~-~~~~~-~~~~4~-~~~fi~~~~4~~~-~~~~ 
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Mr. Russell advised him that according to the California Code 
his house is in shape to sell this minute. As far as painting and 
papering is concerned, there is nothing in the Code covering this. 

Mr. Kolb inquired if he could get his in writing, City 
Attorney Hall advised Mr. Kolb to obtain a copy of the minutes. 

Mr. Myerson, 16612 Patronella, stated the plaster from the top 
of the brick up to the top of the mantle of this fireplace was 
cracking. Mr. Russell said he would like to see this. An appoint
ment was made for Mr. Russell to inspect this fireplace, Thursday, 
September 16. 

Mr. Lloyd McWhirter, 16714 Patronella, and Mr. Kolb, 16621 
Patronella, stated they would also like to invite Mr. Russell to 
inspect their homes. 
. Mr. Kenneth Hull said at the time the contractor's inspector 

came around to his house he asked him if they went in and- fixed 
these houses if they would paint and paper after they were through. 
They told him they definitely would. However, he said ~ne of the 
men they sent around was color blind and naturally he didn't match 
anything up, and requested that something be done about:the paint
ing and papering in these houses. 

Mayor Drale requested Councilman Schwab to read the letter 
from Tony Parravano stating what he would do to repair these homes • 
Councilman Schwab read the following lett,er: 

ItFollowing our conference with Mr. Armstrong of the Division of 
State Housing and Mr. Russell, Acting Chief Inspecto~ for the City 
of Torrance, we. would like to advise you that we will do the 
following repairs and revising on the subject tract as follows: 

1. In those houses. where the electrical Romex is exposed in the 
attics, we will place a running board alongside of these in
stallations where necessary and required by code. 

2. We have arranged with the masonry contractor to plaster all 
of the fireplace throats which have not been so plastered. 

In cases where the footings of fireplaces are not adequate, 
we will revise the footings so that they are adequate and in 
accordance with requirements in such a manner as is practicable 
at this time. Any lumber which is present in the hearth strips 
will be torn out and adequate revision of these hearths will 
be made. 

3. All heating vents will be blocked solid with bricks and all 
temporary wooden shorings will be removed. 

4. With reference to cracks over door jambs and in walls, 
which are major and serious in nature, we will open up these 
cracks, insert a new metal lath and replaster them; after 
the plaster has cured, we will repaint the walls. 

In this regard, we will require the cooperation of the home
owners in moving their furniture out of the way and protect
ing their carpets from the plaster and paint. 

In each instance we will send one of our employees to crawl 
under the particular houses to determine the cause of crack
ing plaster and correct same wherever possible, In this re
gard, we would like to have your own inspector check the 
condition with us. 

With reference to sagging roofs, we will repurlmin any over
spanned roof rafters and replace and fix any missing bracing 
which is not caused by normal ground settlement. 
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These repairs and revisions will be made with the understanding, 
of course, that you will supervise and approve our work as we 
proceed. 

We are arranging to commence revisory work in the manner above;; 
described within the next few days and will notify you in sufficient 
time so that you may have your representative present and give 
such directio.ns in accordance with the above as you may deem 
necessary." 

Councilman Schwab said he was just as provoked at Tony 
Parravano as these people were and moved Mr. Parravano be requested 
to appear before the City Council in regard to these homes. Mo
tion~ seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Mr. Rawley, 16703 Cerise Avenue, complained of one of the hips 
on his roof. He said it had almost turned into pagoda style, and 
he requested that this be checked. 

Councilman Isen inquired if something couldn't be ,done to see 
that this work was completed. . 

City Attorney Hall said it might be well to have Mr. Parravano 
appear ~efore the City Council, as he has a lot of work to do in 
the City of Torrance; however, to answer the question legally, Mr. 
Hall said he would have to know whether any of this work, where 
some effort to repair has been made, is still in violation of the 
Building Code. 

Mr. Jones, 16711 Patronella, stated that if Mr. Parravano 
does come down, he be requested to do something about the cement 
work. 

Mr. McWhirter said that as he recalled it, Attorney Lloyd 
Wright, representing Henry Albachten of the Princeton Construction 
Company, practically "begged" the Oouncil not to push a criminal 
complaint which had been filed in the South Bay Municipal Court. 
He said he also understood this company promised the Grand Jury 
they. would fix all these homes. Mr. McWhirter said it was time 
we all started thinking a little bit about this instead of hesi
tating to have Mr. Parrcavano fix these homes. 

Mr. Smith, 16719 Cerise, stated the ventilation from the 
two furnaces in his house has not even been hooked up. Mayor 
Drale said the Plumbing Inspector should be notified of this 
condition. 

Councilman Isen moved Tony Parravano be requested. to appear 
.before the City Council, Tuesday, September 21, 1954, at 7=00 
o'clock p.m.; and that the Building Department be represented by 
Mr. Russell and whatever inspectors he desired; and that either 
the whole group from Patronella and Cerise Avenues attend the 
meeting or send a representative group, whichever they desired. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, SO] ordered by Mayor 
Drale. 

At 9:20 p.m., Mayor Drale declared a recess. The meeting 
reconvened at 9:40 p.m. 

Councilman Benstead and Councilman Schwab left the meeting 
at 9:20 p.m. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

City Clerk Bartlett read the following: 

Communication from Ralph E. Dale, 204 Via Buena Ventura, 
Redondo Beach, thanking Councilman Blount for his outspoken 
opinion regarding the barricades erected by Palos Verdes Estates. 

Councilman Blount moved the communication be filed as a 
matter of record. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, 
carried by those present. 
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Request of Isadore 
Angeles 16, California, 
of Business License No. 
the refund be granted. 

Nissenson, 2345 Westview Street, Los 
for refund of $25.00 on unused portion 
6977. City Clerk Bartlett recommended 

Councilman Isen moved the refund be granted. 
onded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by 
vote of those present. 

Motion, sec
roll call 

Request of Helen Nichols, Bay Executive Services, 201 Ave
nue "I", Redondo Beach, for refund of $6.00 on unused portion 
of Business License No. 6792. City Clerk Bartlett recommended 
the refund be granted. 

Councilman Blount moved the refund be granted. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Isen, carried unanimously by rollcall vote 
of those present. 

Communication from Harry B. Van Bellehem, Recreation Director, 
requesting permission to attend, at City expense, the Institute 
in Administration of Recreation and Park Services, to be held at 
Stanford University November 28 through December 4, 1954. 

Councilman Isen moved the request be granted and that Mr. 
Van Bellehem's actual expenses be paid. Motion, seconded by 
Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote of those 
present • 

. Communication from Sherman Miller advising a committee from 
the bus drivers would' like a meeting with City Manager Stevens 
and tpe City Council to discuss the new pay schedule. 

Councilman Blount moved the committee meet with Mr. Stevens, 
and he could decide whether a later meeting with the Council was 
necessary. Motibn, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried by those 
present. 

Request of the Hickman Company for permission to use for six 
months the two lots (40' X 196') which adjoins their subdivision, 
for the purpose of maintain~ng a storage area. 

Councilman Isen moved the request be granted for the time 
indicated, subject to proper deposit to take care of the cleaning 
up charges. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, so ordered 
by Mayor Drale. 

Request of Earle Locke, 2703 West 174th Street, for permission 
to build a chain-link fence around the front of his'property, the 
fence to be forty-eight inches in height. 

Councilman Isen moved the request be granted, subject to the 
consent of Mr. Locke's neighbors. Motion, seconded by Mayor Drale, 

' so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Communication from the Civil Service Board advising they have 
approved request of Donald S. Hamilton, Patrolman, for a leave of 
absence for a period of ninety days, without pay, commencing 
October 1, 195~. 

Mayor Drale moved the request be granted. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Isen, so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

City Clerk Bartlett said he had received a petition contain
ing 111 signatures, requesting a crossing guard at 174th Street 
and Prairie Avenue for the protection of children a ~tending Perry 
Elementary School. Clerk Bartlett said he also had a request 
from the Perry School P. T. A. for a crossing guard right in 
front of the school. 

Councilman Isen moved a ,<::rossing guard be hired for 174th 
Street and Prairie Avenue. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount. 

Mayor Drale asked Chief of Police Haslam if ne had any recom
mendation to make. Chief Haslam said he would recommend a cross
ing guard be provided; hO'l'Tever, he thought for certain hours tM.tI 
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this guard could be used at 174th Street and Prairie Avenue and 
other hours he could be stationed in front of the school, and 
that this be decided after a meeting with t~e principal of the 
school. He suggested that rather than pass for a crossing guard 
at one certain location, it should be left up to the school 
authorities and the Police Department to decide, after they 
know how many children will be attending the ,school. 

Mayor Drale requested City Manager Stevens to read a letter 
from the County Counsel regarding crossing guards and signals on 
State Highways. City Manager Stevens read the following excerpts 
from the letter, which quo'tes Section 477.5 of the California 
Vehicle Code; 

"477.5. Flashing Signals at School Approaches: (Distribu
tion of Costs.) Upon a finding by the governing board of any 
school district that traffic conditions in the viriicity of any 
schools in the district are hazardous to school children cross
ing streets or highways in such vicinity and a request is made 
by such school district, the State Department of Public Works 
shall, with respect to highways under its jurisdiction, or local 
authorities shall, in their respective jurisdictions, make a 
study as to the hazards to school children from traffic on streets 
or highways adjacent to such' schools. If the authority in 
charge of the highway determines that such flash'ing traffic ,signals 
would be justified as a protective measure, it shall place or re
place, and maintain, or cause to be placed or replaced, and main
tained, such flashing signals as are required. In the event the 
highway authorities find that such signals are not justified or 
that different' measures should be taken they shall render a re
port to the' governing board of the school district, advising 
them of their conclusions and the reasons therefor. 

One-half the cost to the State Department of Public Works 
or local authorities of placing and replacing any traffic slgnal 
pursuant to this seotion shall be borne by the school district 
requesting the placement of the signal." 

Mayor Drale said the reason he brought t his up is that two 
requests have been received for protection on 174th Street, which 
is a State highway, and the City has been trying to get help from 
the Board of Education in meeting some of the expenses of cross
ing guards and signals. He suggested a copy of this letter be 
forwarded to the Board of Education to see if they will follow 
through on this. 

Councilman Isen inquired if the City Attorney could make a 
study to see whether the Board of Education could not be partly 
responsible for the expense of the crossing guards. He suggested 
a "friendly" lawsuit might be in order if it has neve~ been decided. 

Several parents of children attending the Perry School spoke 
at length on the need for two crossing guards, pointing out that 
174th Street is a regular freeway; also, the signal does not give 
enough time to get across the street. The schools are on different 
shifts, and the children are going to and from Schoo~ from 7:45 
a.m. to 4: 30 p.m., which would make it very difficult, for one 
guard to be in two places to watch all the children. 

A discussion was'held on the sp~ed limit on 174th Street. 
Chief Haslam informed them there were certain regulations in the 
Vehicle Code that must be complied with before the speed limits 
can be cut down. Chief Haslam said it was his ~pinion this pro
blem of protection could be worked out with a little cooperation 
between the parents, teachers and the Police Department. He 
stated his department would go just as far as they could to take 
care of them. ' 

Councilman Isen withdrew his previous motion and Councilman 
Blount his second. ' 

Councilman Isen moved there be two guards se~ up for this 
particular problem on a temporary month-to-month basis in this 



area and that the City Attorney and City Manager be authorized 
to study this matter-lawsuits if necessary-to see if the City 
can't get some help on this problem. Motion, seconded by Council
man Blount, carried unanimously by those present. 

Clerk Bartlett read the following communication signed by 
City Clerk A. H. Bartlett and City Treasurer Harriett Leech: 

"Your attention is directed to the fact that funds will 
be needed in the fiscal year 1954-1955 for the immediate 
requirements of this City to pay obligations la~fully in
curred in such fiscal year and before the receipt of in
cQme for such fiscal year sufficient to meet such payments. 
The undersigned estimate that the sum of $200,000.00 will 
be needed for such purposes. 

The undersigned -respectfully recommend that your Honorable 
Body issue and sell, pursuant to Sections 53$20-53$32 of 
the Government Code of the State of California, tax antici
pation warrants in the sum of not to exceed $200,000.00, 
date of maturity to be not later than December 31, 1954, , 
for the purpose of providing funds to meet such obligations~" 

Councilman Blount moved the letter be filed as a matter of 
record and the City Attorney instructed to prepare the necessary 
resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried unani
mously by those present. 

Recommendations of City Manager Stevens: 

PERSONNEL: 

1. That John T. Stimach be appointed to serve his pro
bationary period as a Janitor, effective September 
7, 1954, at, the first salary step. 

2. That Edgar Reames be employed in a temporary capacity 
as Power Equipment Operator II at the City Dump, effec
tive August 30, 1954, at the first salary step. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendations 
of City Manager Stevens, items one and two, under Personnel, Mo
tion,seconded by Mayor Drale, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote of those present. 

APPROPRIATIONS: 

1. 

2. 

To the Peace Office~ Association to qover premium for 
insurance on false arrest, false impr1sonment, false 
accusation, etc., for the period September 1, 1954, to 
January 1, 1956, the sum of $30$.00. This is continuous 
on the present coverage. 

To Barclay Suryeying Company for engineerin~ services 
during the month of July 1954, the sum of $911.25. 

Councilman Isen moved to concur with the recommendations of 
City Manager Stevens, items one and two, under Appropriations. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, . carried unanimously by 
roll call vote of those present. 

Mayo.r Drale stated that in the new salary ordinance the 
Building Superintendent was omitted, and moved that Building 
Superintendent Russell's salary be established at _$677.00 per 
month. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present. 
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Communication from City Manager Stevens advising final fig
ures on the 1954-1955 Budget have been compiled, taking into account 
the salary increases recently granted and the tax moneys to be 
derived from the tax rates established against the official fig
ures for assessed valuations for the year 1954-1955 and requesting 
the City Council to approve this as the official Budget for 1954-
1955. 

Councilman Blount moved the submitted Budget be officially 
adopted. Motion, seconded by Mayor Drale, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present. 

Letter of transmittal from the Planning Commission and City 
Engineer Bishop recommending approval of Final Tract Map No. 
18406, cons1sting of 193 lots to be developed by the Ambassador 
Construction Company in Weston Hills, northerly of Rolling Hills 
District and southeasterly of Tract No. 20165. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission and City Engineer Bishop in approving 
Final Tract Map No. 18406, subject to the special condition 
listed, and subject to the' condition that Item 12 regarding trees 
be complied with. Motion, seconded by Mayor Drale, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote of those present. 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2624 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ACCEPTING DEDICATION OF CERTAIN STREET 
IMPROVEMENTS FROM CHANSLOR-WESTERN OIL AND 

DEVELOPMENT COMPANY. 

Councilman Isen moved to dispense with further reading uf 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously by roll call, vote of those present. 

Councilman Isen moved for theffioption of Resolution No. 2624. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

ORDINANCE NO. 706 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, CALI
FORNIA, ORDERING, CALLING, PROVIDING FOR AND 
GIVING NOTICE OF A SPECIAL ELECTIGN TO BE 
HELD IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE ON THE 19TH DAY 
OF OCTOBER, 1954, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMIT
TING TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF SAID CITY TWO 
PROPOSITIONS TO INCUR BONDED INDEBTEDNESS BY 
SAID CITY FOR CERTAIN MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

City Attorney Hall advised the Council to adjourn to Sept
ember 12, 1954, at a certain time,"to adopt this ordinance, as 
it requtres four-fifths vote. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

City Manager Stevens reported on the paving of Crenshaw 
Boulevard from Pacific Coast Highway South, which runs through 
the Cottage Grove properties. He stated that under the original 
agreement the contractor was to pave an 18 foot strip on each 
stde of Crenshaw Boulevard. Later the City received appropria
tions from the County, and we are now ready t,o do the work. The 
contractor is willing to put up $6750, which is the estimated 
cost of his share. Mr Stevens stated we have enough County funds 
to complete the job. We have called for bids and they will be 
received September ~lst. As a condition to putting up this $6750, 
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the contractor would like to have us release the bond. City 
Manager Stevens recommended this bond be released. 

Councilman Isen moved the recommendation of Cit¥ Manager 
Stevens be concurred with, that the City accept the $6750 from 
the contractor, and that the bond be released. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote of 
those present. 

Mr. Stevens reported on the matter of park fees on the 
Griswold tracts. He stated thi~s an agreement which has been 
reached by their concern and by our officials, which provides: 

1. The City would absorb the cost of the pumping plant 
to serve these subject tracts; which would be a 
policy; 

2. ' That the park fees for these hillside developments 
would be based on a net acreage computed on the 
assumption that each lot had a useable area of 
50' x lIDO'. 

Mr. Stevens said with that consideration, he thought we 
could settle our differences and the City will be relieved of 
the possibility of a lawsuit and they will withdraw their pro
tests and we would clear up this tract and we would handle other 
hillside tracts in the same manner in the future. Mr. Stevens 
said he thought this was ~ound policy, and he would recommend 
the City do this in order to clear up this problem. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation 
of City Manager Stevens. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen 
carried unanimously by roll call vote of those pre~ent. 

City Attorney Hall stated that for the record, the ques
tion on aistributing the cost per acre, there was a waiver by 
the parties interested, in the hearing that the ordinance; 
provides, 'and they were content to rely on the engineer's esti
mate. 

Councilman Isen said he was happy to see that a light had 
been installed on 101 Highway and CrenShaw, and suggested the . 
Council express their thanks to the Edison Company for their 
help in bringing this about. Mayor Drale requested City Manager 
Stevens to write the letter as suggested. 

Mayor Drale requested City Manager Stevens to write to the 
Lion's Club and advise them it was the Council's opinion they 
should not be granted a free license for their gum machines. 

Mr. Frank Bottley, 122 Paseo de Gracia, spoke at great 
length regarding the drainage problem in lower Hollywood Riviera. 
He stated he had contacted City Manager Hawkins and Mayor Shay 
of Redondo Beach, and they would like to go into a joint ven
ture as far as approaching the Supervisors, to see whether the 
two cities going in to gether could get some help from the County. 
Mr. Bottley stated they advised him that if this City Council 
sees fit to go in on this venture, they are willing to make a 
survey to see how much money they have contributed into the 
Flood Control. 

City kttorney Hall said he could see no objection to his 
proposal. It is primarily a move to get cooperation from the 
County. 

City Manager Stevens said he thought the plan would be 
beneficia l to Torrance and to Redondo Beach, and it might be 
that the Flood Control would be interested in it. 

Mayor Drale requested City Manager Stevens to contact the 
Engineering Department in Redondo Beach regarding this matter 
and report his findings to the City Council. 
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Mr. Schoonover inquired about the Cottage Grove bond that 
the Council ordered released earlier this evening. He stated 
there were still three houses that have not been completed as 
the contractor promised. He said two of these concerned the 
driveways and one was a corner lot where the contractor cut into 
their yard and there is a sloping ditch under the fence. 

Councilman Isen moved for reconsideration of the motion 
made in the earlier part of the meeting. Motion, seconded by 
Councilman Blount, carried by those present. 

Councilman Isen moved the motion previously .approved in 
connection with the sum from the contractor and the release of 
the bond in connection with the Cottage Grove tract, be rescinded. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried by roll call 
vote of those present. 

City Manager Stevens advised this bond is for street im
provements only; it does not take care of anything on pr1vate 
property. . 

Councilman Isen moved this matter be held over for a week 
for a report from City Manager Stevens. Motion, seconded by 
Mayor Drale, so ordered by TvIayor Drale. 

Mr. Anthony Belotti inquired if the City or the Board of 
Education is responsible for sidewalks along the school property. 
City Manager Stevens advised it was the responsibility of the 
Board of Education if it is school property. 

Mayor Drale proclaimed the week of October 3rd as Fire 
Prevention Week for the City of Torrance. 

Mayor Drale proclaimed Saturday, September 18, as White 
Cane Day, for the Lion's 61ub for the City of Torrance. 

Councilman Blount moved all bills properly audited be 
paid. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present. 

At 11:10 p.m., Councilman Blount moved to adjourn to 5:00 
p.m., Wednesday, September 15, 1954. Motion, seconded by Mayor 
Drale, carried by roll call vote of those present. 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
September 15, 1954 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in an 
Adjourned Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, on 
Wednes9ay, September 15, 1954, at 5 :00 p.m., Mayor Drale pre
siding. 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett were: 
COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Isen, Schwab and Drale. ABSENT~ COUNCIL
MEN: Blount. Also present were City Manager Stevens and City 
Attorney Hall.' 
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