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Torrance, California
August 17, 1954

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR B
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL ,

The Cit{ Council of the City of Torrance convened in an Ad-
journed Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance,
California, on Tuesday, August 17, 1954, at 5:00 p.m. '

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett were:
COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Isen, and Schwab. ABSENT: Mayor Drale
Also present were City Manager Stevens and City Attorney Hall, .

In the absence of Mayor Drale, Councilman Blount moved Council-
man Benstead be elected Mayor pro tem. Motion, seconded by Council-
man Schwab, carried unanimously by those present.

As this was an Adjourned Regular Meeting, Mayor pro tem Benstead
announced the regular order of business would be dispensed with.
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City Clerk Bartlett read the following:
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

Claim of Joseph L. Tomchak against the City of Torrance for
personal and progerty damage in the amount of $185.00.

Councilman lsen moved the claim be denied and the matter
referred to our insurance carrier. Motion, seconded by Councilman
Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote of those present.

Request of Alson C. Burhans for permission to accept assign-
ment from Robert Emmett, dba Bay Cities Taxi, to operate a taxicab
business in the City of Torrance.

City Clerk Bartlett advised the Council this request has been
approved by the Chief of Police. ‘

Councilman Isen moved the request be granted, Motion, seconded
by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote of those
present.

Communication from Chief of Police Haslam recommending the
hourly rate of Police Matron Mrs. Alice Speheger be raised from $1.10
to $1.50, effective August 16, 1954.

" Councilman Isen moved the recommendation of Police Chief Haslam
be concurred with. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried
unanimously by roll call vote of those present.

Petition signed by businessmen whose businesses are located on
Torrance Boulevard, .requesting that time limits on parking be put
into effect at once, and suggesting that there be one-hour restricted
parking from Sartori Avenue to Cota Avenue on the North Side of Tor-
rance Boulevard and two-hour restricted parking from Sartori Avenue
to Cota Avenue on the south side of Torrance Boulevard.

Councilman Blount moved the petition be referred to the Traffic
Commission for their recommendation. Motion, seconded by Councilman
Schwab, carried unanimously by those present.

Communication from the County of Los Angeles Road Department
advising they had received a request from John J, Grady, 1139 West
161st Street, Gardena, to put up a CRENSHAW BLVD. marker on Highway
101 at the new Crenshaw intersection, which is located within the
City of Torrance.

Councilman Isen moved a CRENSHAW BLVD. marker be placd@at this
intersection.  Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unani-
mously by roll call vote of those present.

Request of J. H. Englehart, M. D. for a refund of the unused
portion of his business license. .

City Clerk Bartlett recommended a refund of $6.00 be granted on
Business License No. 6260,

Councilman Schwab moved the refund be granted. Motion, seconded
by Councilman Isen, carried unanimously by roll call vote of those
present., '

Request of Joel C. Schecter, 2657 Clyde Avenue, Los Angeles 16,
California, for refund on Building Permits Nos. 22472 and 22473.

Superint endent of Building Russell recommended that eighty per
cent of the Inspection Fee only be granted, in the amount of $72.00;
and that the Plan Checking Fee in the amount of $45.00 be retained,
as this work has already been done.

Councilman Isen moved the refund be granted according to the
recommendation of Superintendent of Building Russell. Motion, sec-
onded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote of
those present.

Communication from McCutchen, Black, Harnagel & Greene submitting
documents regarding the application of California Water Service Com-
pany for a Franchise to construct a water transmission line.
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City Attorney Hall explained the following resolutiors were
necessary, as the bid for this franchise was awarded before the
closing date of bids. The Californis Water Service Company want
to start over so there is no possible question regarding the
franchise, and they are requesting the $1,000 be returned to them.
City Attorney Hall recommended this be refunded, due to the fact
the proceeding will start all over again.

City Attorney Hall said that for the records it should be
noted- very carefully we are not to make award of bids until the
time set for such bids. The following resolution, No. 2616, sets
October 11, 1954, at 5:00 p.m. for the closing of bids, '

City Clerk Bartlett read title to:
RESOLUTION NO. 2615

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL QOF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE RESCINDING PRIOR INVALID ACTION AND
DIRECTING REFUND OF AMOUNTS TENDERED WITH BID.

Councilman Isen moved to dispense with further reading of the
Resolution., Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unani-
mously by roll call vote of those present.

Councilman Blount moved for the adoption of Resolution No,
2615. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried unanimously by
roll call vote of those present.

RESQLUTION NO, 2616

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE OFFERING TO SELL AND AWARD A FRANCHISE
TO CONSTRUCT, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN CERTAIN WATER
PIPE LINES IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND DIRECTING
THE ADVERTISING OF INTENTION TO SELL THE SAME.

Councilman Isen moved to dispense with further reading of the
Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unani-
mously by roll call vote of those present.

Councilman Isen moved for the adoption of Resolution No.
2616. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously
by roll call vote of those present. ’

Mr. Dick Harris, attorney representing California Water Service
Company, said this procedure was necessary and they must start the
proceedings over again to remove any possibility that the franchise
is invalid because of the action taken prior to the closing of bids.
Mr. Harris said that unfortunately the regular meeting of the City
Council scheduled for October 12 falls on Columbus Day which is a
holiday, so they have scheduled the closing of the bids at 5:00 p.m.,
October 11, 1954, and the bids will be opened at the regular meet-
ing to be held on October 13, 1954.

City Clerk Bartlett read the following:

"I, A. H. Bartlett, City Clerk of the City of Torrance, Cali-
fornia, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that on the 30th day of June, 1954, a
petition was duly filed and:received by the City Council of the
City of Torrance at an Adjourned Regular Meeting of said City
Council held on the 6th day of July, 1954, in the Council Chamber
of the City Hall of the City of Torrance;

That I have caused to be checked said petition and hereby
certify that said petition is signed by 1193 electors of the City
of Torrance.

That at the last general election held on the 7th day of
November,-1950 these total votes cast for all candidates for



governor in the City of Torrance totaled 7143; that said petition
contains signatures of more than fifteen per cent (15%) of the
City electors as shown by the votes cast for all candidates for
governor at said election; that the total number of said electors
signing said petition is 1193, That said petition requests that
the City Council of the City of Torrance call for another election
on certain propositions which were defeated at a Special Electicn
held for that purpose on April 13, 1954. That the following is a
true and correct copy of said petition, except that not all of the
electors who signed said petition are included therein;

PETITION FOR ELECTION TO INCUR BONDED INDEBTEDNESS
FOR CERTAIN MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENTS BY THE CITY OF
TORRANCE TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE:

We, the undersigned registered and qualified electors of the
State of California, residents of the City of Torrance, pursuant to
Section 43616 of the Government Code of said State, petition the
City Council of said City to call a special election during the
months of September or October, 1954, for the purpose of submitting
to the qualified voters of the City of Torrance propositions to in-
cur bonded indebtedness by said City for certain municipal improve-
ments. The principal amounts of the bonds and the uses and purposes
for which they are to be issued are as follows:

1. The principal amount of $700,000 of indebtedness to be

incurred for the acquisition and construction by the City of Torrance

of a building for municipal uses, such building to provide offices

and quarters for the City officers and departments including quarters

for the legislative and administrative officers, the police depart-
ment, the city jail, and including the planting and landscaping of
grounds and provision for vehicle parking therefor, and the acquisi-
tion of all land, furniture, equipment and apparatus necessary
therefor.

2. The principal amount of $250,000 of indebtedness to be in-
curred for the acquisition and construction by the City of Torrance
of a swimming pool and bath-house, together with heating, water

heating and purification facilities, dressing rooms, lockers, toilets

and showers, including the planting and landscaping of grounds and
provision for vehicle parking therefor, and the acquisition of all
land, furniture, fixtures, equipment and other property necessary
therefor.

Petitioners request that the City Council, upon the filing of
this petition, -order the City Clerk to forthwith certify to the
Council that this petition has been signed by more than fifteen per-
cent (15%) of the City' Electors of the City of Torrance, as shown
by the vote cast for Governor at the last election.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the City of Torrance this 17th
day of August, 1954.

A. H. BARTLETT."
SEAL

Councilman Blount moved this be received and filed. Motion,
seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously by roll call vote
of those present.

City Clerk Bartlett read title to:

ORDINANCE NO. 703

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE AMENDING LAND USE ORDINANCE NO. 612
SETTING FORTH THE PROCEDURE AND REQUIREMENTS TO
OBTAIN A PERMIT 10 OPERATE A HOME BUSINESS IN
RESIDENTIAL AND AGRICULTURAL ZONES.




Councilman Blount moved to dispense with further reading of
the Ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried
unanimously by roll call vote of those present,

Councilman Blount moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 703,
at its second and final reading. Motion, seconded by Councilman
Schwab, carried unanimously by roll call vote of those present.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

City Attorney Hall stated he had prepared a.draft of an ordi-
nance as directed by the City Council, which he will present at a
later meeting, this ordinance will revise the subdivision fee that
we charge that goes for recreational purposes. The ordinance as
amended only applies to net acreage; the -ordinonoe a6 -amended-ondy
-B8ppki-e6- 40 et asrease--the -ordinance-also--provided in -the case
of unnecessary hardship a subdivider has the right to come before
the City Council and present the particular facts in his case so
it can be treated accordingly, such as when a develaoper has ex-
tremely hilly property it is very difficulty to use all of the land.
The thought was that in some cases the City Council might want to
make some exception., City Attorney Hall said this was the general
spirit of the ordinance he would present.

City Manager Stevens said the Park Department is in urgent
need of another lawn mower and recommended the City buy a 76 inch
Toro lawn mower,

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation of
City Manager Stevens. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried
unanimously* by roll call vote of those present.

At 5:30 p.m., Councilman Blount moved to adjourn. Motion,
seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously by those present.

Cityic;eré of the City of forrance
é;%%?&ED:

Miyor of the City of Torrance
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