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Torrance, California
June 29, 1954

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in an Ad-
journed Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Tor-

rance, California, on Tuesday, June 29, 1954, at 8:00 p.m., Mayor
Drale presiding.

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett were:
COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Isen, Schwab and Drale. ABSENT: COUNCIL-

MEN: Blount. Also present were City Manager Stevens and City
Attorney Hall,

Mr. G. A. Mothersell led the salute to our Flag.

Rev. Northrup of the First Baptist Church opened the meeting
with an invocation.

Councilman Isen moved the minutes of the Regular Meeting of
June 22 be approved as written. Motion, seconded by Councilman
Benstead, carried unanimously by those present. -

Mayor Drale announced this is the time and place for the second
hearing on the 1954-55 budget.,

City Clerk Bartlett stated he had a communication from City
Manager Stevens which stated that from the preliminary figures re-
leased by the County Assessor's office it appears the assessed valu-
ation for 1954-55 will be approximately .$76,853,000.00; the antici-
pated revenues for 1954-55 will be approximately $1,570,460.00; the
anticipated tax rate for 1954-55 will be $1.195; the budget estimate
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‘a very
difficult
thing to
!do and
that pro-
bably the
best way
to do it
‘would be

for 1954-55 is $1,570,h60.00; which is a balanced budget.
Couniclman Isen moved to dispense with further reading of
the communication. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead,
carried unanimously by those present. :
Oral protests were called §%5r‘ re being none, Council-
man Benstead moved the budget/be closed. Motion, seconded by
Councilman Isen, carried unanimously by those present.
Councilman Benstead moved the 1954-55 budget estimate in the
amount of $1,570,460.00 be accepted. Motion, seconded by Council-
man Schwab, carried unanimously by roll call vote of those present.

. Councilman Benstead moved the City Attorney be directed to pre-
pare the necessary Resolution to increase the salary of City '
Manager Stevens $1,000 per year, effective July 1, 1954. Motion,
seconded by Councilman Schwab,- carried unanimously by roll call
vote of those present.

Mayor Drale requested City Manager Stevens to indicate the
position of the Council regarding pay raises and other benefits
to be received by the employees for the fiscal year 1954-55; that
he forward a brief letter to all department heads and also post
the letter on the bulletin board so that each individual employee
will know what is going on.

City Manager Stevens stated that following established policy,
all operating expenses will be covered from current income esti-
mated for the fiscal year, this will be/balanced budget. The
budget estimate contains funds in the unappropriated reserve for
salary increases and adjustments to be based on a thorough study
of the salary sehedules. It is planned to make the increases effec-
tive July 1, 1954. Principal personnel increases will be made
in the Police, Fire, Building and Street Departments, approxi-
mately 26 people will be added to the payroll during the year.
Included in the estimated budget is an item in the amount of
$11,500 to cover the City's contribution to an employee group
medical and a hospitalization plan. The City will pay the fee
for each employee; coverage for other members of the family must
be paid for by the employee.

Mr. Stevens said that in making a study of the salary schedule
Tt1&&iﬁﬂ§?ﬂ5&??§ﬁiﬁiﬁf?ﬁfVﬁﬁia"bé%%o call in qualified people in
the fikld to make a recheck of our salary schedules, which were
established several years ago and need revamping. Mr, Stevens
said the Council wants to maintain salaries which compare favorably
with comparable cities in our vicinity.

City Manager Stevens recommended the firm of Louis J. Kroeger
& Associates, who are specialists in this field, be employed to
make a salary survey; he stated they would start work immediately
and have the job completed within 45 days, at a cost not to ex-
ceed $1200.

Councilman Schwab moved to concur with the recommendation of
City Manager Stevens that the firm of Louis J. Kroeger & Associates
be employed to make a study of the salary schedules. Motion,
seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll call
vote of those present.

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

City Clerk Bartlett read the following:

1. Communication from Water Supt. McVicar recommending the
Water Department be permitted to install a water line the full
length of Orange Avenue at an estimated cost of $1,350, and that
this cost be charged back to the individual lots as they are
developed on a pro-rata basis. ' .

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the request. Mo~
tion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of those present. '

Councilman Isen moved that a communication be forwarded to the
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Building Department and the Water Department to the effect that--

at such time any individual applies for a building permit, or a
moving - on permit, that before the permit is granted they fur-

nish a satisfactory document or fom (which they will secure from

the Water Department) showing the cost of the water connection, and
that the owner sign this document or form stating he is satisfied
with the situation. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried
by those present.

Communication from the Torrance Chamber of Commerce request-
ing the COQQ%§1 to appoint an official representative of their
honorable/to dttend any and all of the meetings of the Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors.

Councilman Schwab moved the communication be referred to the
next Agenda meeting. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead,
carried by those present,

Communication from Realty Tax & Service Company advising that
due to the increased volume of daily recording of transfers of real
property in the City of Torrance it is necessary they increase their
charge for this service from $20.00 to $30.00 per month, effective
July 1, 1954.

Councilman Isen moved to continue this service at the cost of
$30.00 per month. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried
unanimously by roll call vote of those present.

Communication from International Association of Fire Fighters
protesting the reduction in rank of Milton T. Langum from Fire
Engineer to Fireman., '

Councilman Benstead moved the communication be filed as a
matter of record. Motion, seconded by Mayor Drale, carried by
those present,

Communication from License Imspector Weber regarding various
businesses located in residential zones, and requesting the Council
to amend Ordinance No. 612 so that anyone desiring a license to
conduct a business in a residential zone will be required to agree
to certain conditions and restrictions.

Mayor Drale requested the communication be referred to City
Attorney Hall for his recommendations.

Councilman Isen moved the request for amending Ordinance No.
612 be granted. He stated he also thought Business License No. 624
requires a lot of amending in order to get a maximmm yield from
business licenses; he called particular attention to the following
classifications:

(a) Newspapers,
(b) insurance brokers, and
(c) wholesale liquor trucks.

Councilman Isen requested Mr, Hall's opinion as to including these
classifications in the ordinance. City Attorney Hall said the main
problem has been efiforcement. Councilman Isen requested the ordinance
be amended to include all the types of businesses that should be
licensed,

Councilman Isen stated he had to leave early and would like to
say a few words regarding the question of finding other methods of
taxation. He said there has been some talk of increasing the sales
rax in the Cityto another 1/2 of 1%; he stated he was very much
opposed to this, Mr. Isen suggested that if our 1/2% tax were en-
forced to a greater degree there would be a greater yield. It has
been the opinion of this Council that the License Inspector will
be authorized to spot-check businesses located in Torrance for this
fiscal year, and in the event there are shortages all of the pen-
alties of the ordinance will be invoked as to the arrearage.

Councilman Isen said along the same lines, he moved the proper
machinery be put into motion to communicate with the State and the
Board of Equalization and the Sales Tax Division to see if there




could be any method set up so that when any State agency comes in
to make an audit of businesses in the City, the City could receive
a copy of the audit.

City Clerk Bartlett said his office was in contact with the
Board of Equalization constantly, he receives reports from them
twice a month. Councilman Isen inquired if he received copies of
the audits of the various businesses where there was an assessment
made. City Clerk Bartlett said he did if he requested it. Courcik-
man Isen said he was very glad to hear this; he withdrew his pre-
vious motion and requested City Clerk Bartlett to check back for
six months to determine if this would be worth while, so the Council-
could determine if additional taxes could be collected.

Mayor Drale requested City Clerk Bartlett to have this report
available for the next meeting if possible.

Communication from Ted Frenger, 3657 Emerald Street, request-
ing the Council to take action to gpen Arlington Avenue from 190th
Street to 203rd Street.

City Manager Stevens said we have the plans for this progeet'
the estimates of the cost; it is set up for a future street; it
was declared a street by Resolution; however, this is now only a
street on paper. It is going to be a very expensive ‘thing and we
might be able to secure County aid. Mr. Stevens recommended a
Resolution be forwarded to the Board of Supervisors regarding this
matter.

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation of
City Manager Stevens. Motion, seconded by Mayor Drale, carried by
those present.

Report from Chief of Police Haslam regarding the unsanitary
conditions at the liquor store en Andreo Avenue. Chief Haslam
reported this complaint was justified, however, the ‘condition was
taused by tenants of the apartments above the liquor store and
not the proprietor of the store. He stated the landlord has been
notified to correct the situation at once or a criminal complaint
would be filed., Chief Haslam stated further checks would be made
from time to time to see that the order is complied with.

Matter of Record.

Communication from Chief of Police Haslam recommending the
City enter into a contract with Albert Taft for ambulance service
for the city, with a limitation of five calls per nonth, at the
flat rate of $7.00: per call.

Councilman Isen moved to concur with the recommendation of
Chief Haslam regarding an ambulance contract, subject to the
limitation of five calls per month and that the contract be
approved by the City Attorney, the contract to call for account-
ing periods. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried
unanimously by roll call vote of those present.

Request of the Torrance Mounted Police for financial assist-
ance for uniforms and equipment.

Councilman Isen moved the letter be filed as a matter of
record as appropriate action has been taken in the budget. Mo-
tion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried by those present. '

Communication from Fire Chief Benner recommending the City of
Torrance advertise for bids for fire department radio equipment.

Councilman Isen moved to concur with the request. Motion,
seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously by roll call
vote of those present.

Request of City Attorney Hall to engage an experienced ap-
praiser, capable of testifying in court as an expert, to appraise
property being condemned by the City. This condemnation action
was brought by the City against Kardashians' and is set for trizl
July 7th. Mr. Hall recommended the employment of Howard Martin.

Councilman Isen moved to concur with the request of City
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Attorney Hall that Howard Martin be employed to appraise this
property and to testify in court regarding its fair market value
and that the City pay for his services an amount not to exceed

- $4,00; and in the event the matter is settled without trial that

the fee be adjusted accordingly by the City Attorney. Motion,
seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll call
vote of those present,

Request of Harry B. Van Bellehem, Director of Recreation,
to hire Mrs. Madoline Tracey, on a temporary assignment as teen-
age director at $1.90 per hour for 16 hours or less per week.

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the request of Mr,
Van Bellehem. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried
unanimously by roll call vote of those present.

Recommendations of City Manager Stevens:

I recommend: that the following bids, as indicated, be
accepted as the lowest responsible bid for the items indicated
and that all other bids be rejected:

1. One 21,500# G.V.W. Truck Chassis, in accordance with
specifications--to Oscar Maples, Inc., in the amount
Of ceeeeeneneesnenncnneansesessd 3,550.00 plus sales tax.

2. One 16,000# G.V.W. Truck Chassis, in accordance with
specifications--to Oscar Maples, Inc., in the amount
Ofceuresnonenacenanesnss$2,065.98, plus sales tax.

3. One 1 Ton Flat bed truck with dual rear tires, in
accordance with specifications--to Oscar Maples, Inc.,
in the amount of sevececseeess $1,622.00, plus sales tax.

L. One International Harvester Model T D 1l4-A diesel
tractor, equipped with hydraulic shovel and bull-
dozer blade--to Brown-Bevis Industrial Equipment
Company, in the amount of ...$15,400.00, plus sales tax.
Plus special hydro spring attachment for the sum
Of ceeeanesnveresnssneseaseese$370.00, plus sales tax.

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendations
of City Manager Stevens, items one through four, regarding bids.
Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously by roll
call vote of those present.

Communication from AEsst. to City Engineer Patrick advising
they are submitting Resolution of Intention for the Hollywood
Riviera Sewer District #l. The Resolution of Intention calls for
an estimated cost of work totaling $228,353.90, and sets the date
of the protest hearing as July 20, 1954.

Matter of record.

City Manager Stevens presented Resolution of Intention No.
2592, entitled:

RESOLUTION NO. 2592

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, DECLARING ITS INTENTION TO
ORDER THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SANITARY SEWER SYS-

TEM IN VIA MONTE D'ORO AND CERTAIN OTHER STREETS,
EASEMENTS AND BOULEVARD, IN SAID CITY, WITHIN WHAT
IS KNOWN AS THE HOLLYWOOD RIVIERA SEWER DISTRICT

NO. 1; DECLARING THE WORK TO BE OF MORE THAN LOCAL
OR ORDINARY PUBLIC BENEFIT; AND DESCRIBING THE DIS-
TRICT TO BE BENEFITTED BY SAID WORK AND TO PAY THE
COSTS AND EXPENSES THEREOF; DETERMINING THAT BONDS
SHALL BE ISSUED TO REPRESENT SAID COSTS AND EXPENSES;
AND FIXING THE TIME AND PLACE FOR HEARING OBJECTIONS
TO.SAID WORK OR IMPROVEMENT, OR TO THE EXTENT OF THE
DISTRICT TO BE ASSESSED, OR BOTH.




Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further regding of
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried unan-
imously by roll call vote of those present.

Councilman Isen moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 2592.
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by
roll call vote of those present.

City Manager Stevens then presented an estimate of cost of
the proposed improvement in the amount of $228,353.90.

Councilman Benstead moved the estimate be received and filed.
Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously by
roll call vote of those present.

Communication from City Engineer Bishop advising that an-
other item will be added to the tentative transmittal forms from
the Planning Commission and the Engineering Department, this will
be Item 13, which will be "Drainage" and each transmittal form
will carry some clarification of the drainage problem on the tract
in question,

Councilman Schwab moved the communication be filed as a mat-
ter of record. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried unani-
mously by those present.

City Clerk Bartlett read title to:
RESOLUTION NO. 2593

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 2583.

- City Clerk Bartlett read the Resolution in full. City
Attorney Hall advised the attorney representing the California
Water Service Company asked if we would accept another Resolu-
tion setting forth another date and to recomme: publication.
They have offered to pay us for the costs we have expended.

Councilman Isen moved for the adoption of Resolution No.
2593, Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unani-
mously by roll call vote of those present.

*

RESOLUTION NO. 2594

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

TORRANCE DIRECTING ADVERTISING OF THE APPLICATION

OF CALIFORNIA WATER SERVICE COMPANY, A CORPORATION,

FOR A FRANCHISE TO CONSTRUCT, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN

A WATER TRANSMISSION LINE OVER A CERTAIN PARCEL OF
LAND WITHIN THE CITY OF TORRANCE.

Councilman Isen moved to dispense with further reading of
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried
unanimously by roll call vote of those present.

Councilman Benstead moved for the adoption of Resolution No.
2594. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab.,

Councilman Isen said that when this matter first came up
someone suggested that California Water Service Company operat-
ing these particular lines connected with the Hollywood Riviera
District, might possibly belong to the Torrance Municipal Water
some day, and we might have to buy that for which they are get-
ting five years free use before they pay any royalties under the
terms of this Resolution.

City Attorney Hall advised he has argued this out and they
have actually agreed to pay us for that five years free ride, in
bidding on this they will offer a cash sum of $1000 which will
take care of these five years.

Councilman Isen inquired if this served the Riviera District.

‘Dick Harris, attorney representing the California Water Ser-
vice Company, advised this is solely a transmission line, there
will be no service from this line, the water will go solely from
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the Metropolitan Water District feeder to a reservoir in the City
of Redondo Beach, and from the reservair will be distributed to
the various users,

ROLL CALL: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Isen, Schwab and
Drale. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None., ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Blount.

RESOLUTION NO. 2595

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE OPPOSING S. 1555 AND H. R. 4449 AND

THE FRYING PAN-ARKANSAS PROJECT AS PROPOSED IN

8. 964 AND H. R. 236, NOW PENDING IN THE CONGRESS.

Councilman Isen moved to dispense with further reading of the
Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried
unanimously by roll call vote of those present.

Councilman Benstead moved for the adoption of Resoclution No,
2595, Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried unanimously
by roll call vote of those present.

. RESOLUTION NO. 2584

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE FORMATION OF AN AIRPORT

COMMISSION AND ESTABLISHING A PROCEDURE FOR THE
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS THEREOF.

Councilman Isen moved to dispense with further reading of the
Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried
unanimously by roll call vote of those present.

Councilman Benstead moved for the adoption of Resolution No.
2584, Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried unanimously
by roll call vote of those present.

Mayor Drale appointed Councilman Blount as Chairman of the
Airport Committee and Councilmen Benstead and Schwab as the two
members, He stated he and Councilmen Isen will act as alternates,

Mayor Drale reminded the Council that each of them will have
an opportunity to appoint a member to the Airport Commission and
requested they have théir recommendations for the next meeting,

ORDINANCE NO. 698

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

TORRANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 326 TO PROVIDE

THAT ANY EMPLOYEE IN THE CLASSIFIED SERVICE IN

THE CITY OF TORRANCE WHO REFUSES TO TESTIFY BE-

FORE THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY GRAND JURY IS SUB-
JECT TO DISMISSAL.

Councilman Isen moved to dispense with further reading of the
Ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unani-
mously by roll call vote of those present,

Councilman Isen moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 698
at its second and final reading. Motion, seconded by Councilman
Benstead, carried unanimously by roll call vote of those present,

City Clerk Bartlett read title to:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE IMPOSING AN EXCISE TAX ON THE USE OR
CTHER CONSUMPTION OF TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY.
Mayor Drale ordered this ordinance tabled for two weeks,.

Mayor Drale requested that more copies of the Parking Meter
Ordinance be made available for the next meeting.
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At 9:05 p.m. Councilman Isen left the meeting.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

City Manager Stevens said that because the City has recently
added to the fleet of automobiles, and because the parking lot in
the rear of the City Hall is inadequate, he would like permission
to expand this parking lot.

After a discussion Mayor Drale requested this matter be put
over for another week and that in the meantime Mr. Stevens contact
the neighbor directly west of the lot and see if has any objections.

City Manager Stevens requested permisSion to proceed to close
the lease with the Eagle Aircraft Company. He stated that many
months ago they made an arrangement with Bob Flager to lease a
100 x 100 foot area to erect a 100 x 100 hangar; the lease is a
standard lease; it is property located on a taxi-way; it sets back
200 feet from the highway and it is in the vicinity of the develop-
ment of the Vegas Aircraft and fits right into the picture.

Councilman Schwab moved the lease be entered into with the
Eagle Aircraft Company. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead,
carried unanimously by roll call vote of those present.

_ Mayor Drale stated there are several idle derricks in the
area, particularly in South Torrance, that should come down or
the State Safety Department should be called in to condemn them,
He susgested the ordinance be amended to take care of those par-
ticular inactive derricks where there is no machinery and they are
not now in use.

Chief of Police Haslam, on behalf of the Torrance Mounted
Police, presented a framed picture of the group to the City Council.

Mayor Drale thanked him on behalf of the City Council.

Chief Haslam said this group has won many trophies which are
now on display in the Juvenile Department. Councilman Schwab
moved City Manager Stevens check into this and see what arrange-
ments can be made so these trophies could be displayed in the
hallway., Mayor Brale so ordered.

Mr. Halvorson stated he had a petition &n for a Variance for
a mortuary, he said he has heard nothing from the Council and
inquired why this was being held up.

Mayor Drale said it was his understanding it was béing held
up pending an opinion from the City Attorney as to whether the
purchaser of the property of the petitioner had to be the owner
of the property. v

City Attorney Hall stated the question was raised as to
whether or not, in filing a petition for a Variance, our ordi-
nance required that the ~oner of the property pursue the Variance.
He stated he had ruled the owner would be the proper party to seek
the Variance, however, he made no ruling as to who was the owner
because he did not know.

Mr., Halvorson stated the property is in his name, he has a
deed, and if that is the only think Holding up action he has suf-
ficient proo6f that he is the owner and he is the petitioner for
the Variance.

) Councilman Benstead moved this case be placed on the agenda
for the next meeting. So ordered by Mayor Drale,

Mr, J. A, Beasley said he had noticed an old barn being
moved onto the airport and inquired what kind of structures were
being allowed on the airport.

City Manager Stevens stated the only building he knew of
was the office of Vegas Aircraft and that is being remodeled.

He said the manager has been requested to turn down any buildings
that would have anything but new material on the exterior. City
Manager Stevens said he is preparing a set of rules and regula-
tions so the Council will have something definite to act on, how-
ever, all buildings must comply with the Building Code.
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Anthony Belotti, 18528 Ashley Avenue, complained of the lot
located at 18503 Ashley Avenue, he stated that adjacent to the
wall there is all kind of debris and he has been told there is an
out-house on the bt. He inquired what could be done to clean this
up.

City Manager Stevens said the Fire: Department could inves-
tigate the lot to see that it was cleaned up and the Health Depart-
ment should investigate the matter of the out-house.

Councilman Benstead moved these two departments be contacted
to conduct the necessary investigations. Motion, seconded by
Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously by those present.,

Councilman Benstead moved that all bills properly audited be
paid. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously
by roll call vote of those present.

At 9:25 p.m., Councilman Benstead moved to adjourn to 8:00 p.m.,
Tuesday, July 6th. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried

unanimously by those present,
W
City Clerk of the City o orrance
APPROYED:

Mayor of the City of Torrance
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