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MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR lVIE.ti;TING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
June 15, 1954 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in an 
Adjourned Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, 
Torrance, California, on Tuesday, June 15, 1954, at 8:03 p.m., 
Mayor Drale presiding. 

Those responding to roll call by Deputy City Clerk 
Hallanger were: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount., Isen, Schwab and 
Drale. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. Also present was City 
Manager Stevens. 

At the request of Mayor Drale, Councilman Blount led the 
salute to our Flag in its new form. 

The Reverend Arthur E. Bello of St. Andrew's Episcopal 
Ghurch opened the meeting with an invocation. 

Councilman Isen requested the elimination of the last 
sentence of the first paragraph given in the minutes of June 
9, 1954, referring to the adoption of a Use Tax. 

Councilman Blount moved the minutes of June 9, 1954, be 
approved as corrected. Upon second of Councilman Benstead, 
Mayor Drale declared the minutes stood approved as corrected. 

WRITTEN COMlv1UNICATIONS 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read the following: 

1. Gemmunication from J. H. Hull, Superintendent, Torr
ance Unified School District, protesting on behalf of the 
Board of Education the construction of a trailer court on 236th 
Street across from Howard Wood School. 

It was brought out that this communication referred 
to the application of James L. Walker for a variance to con
struct a trailer court which has been approved by the Planning 
Commission, but on which Council action has been withheld, pend
ing adoption of the Trailer Ordinance. 

Councilman Benstead moved this case be sent back to 
the Planning Commission together with a copy of Mr. Hull's 
letter. Councilman Blount seconded the motion. 

Councilman Isen said the case had been approved by the 
Planning Commission and it had now become the responsibility of 
the Council. Just because one letter of protest had been re
ceived at this late date was no reason to refer it to the Plan
ning Commission. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger advised another protest 
had heen received in connection with this case. He then read a 
petition dated June 10, 1954, containing 17 signatures of pro
perty owners in the area, prote'Sting the construction of the 
trailer court on 236th Street. 

Mr. James L. Walker, 5203 Village Green, Los Angeles, 
stated he had spoken with IVIr. Hull this afternoon, and he felt 
Mr. Hull had possibly changed his opinion after Mr. Walker had 
enlightened him as to facts on existing new trailer parks now 
being oonstructed. ,--lie said the matter had been pending for 
about five months"ad was published in the newspapers, and that I( 

sufficient time had been given to request denial of the variance. 
Councilman Blount pointed out that the petition came 

from people in a tract which was just being sold. They weren't 
there at the time the Planning Commission variance was passed. 
The people are just mo~ing in. He stated, "I pointed that out 
when the matter first came up before us that the tract was be
ing sold and that these people certainly have a right to be 
heard. n 



Mayor Drale remarked that the Howard Wood School was being 
built last summer. 

Councilman Benstead stated the Board of Education should be 
given some consideration. Possibly Dr. Hull did not know about 
the trailer court at that time. 

Mr. A. Crawford, 23720 Alliene Street, said when he and 
others bought their ,homes they were not. told that the property 
adjacent would be subdivided for anything other than homes. 
He was opposed to the variance because he had three children 
of school ag;e, and having a trailer court next to his property 
would decrease its value. 

Mr. G. B. Bingham, 23714 Alliene Street, advised he was 
a new resident in that area and that he had only heard about 
the trailer camp the previous week.. He felt it would be too 
close to the school. He had no notice of any kind that the 
matter was before the Planning Commission. He was very much 
opposed to the granting of the variance. 

Councilman Benstead amended his motion to read that the 
case be referred back to the Planning Commission for reconsid
eration and that a copy of the petition and Mr. Hull's letter 
be sent with it. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, 
Blount, Schwab and Drale. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Isen. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Isen stated he wished to explain his II no " vote 
so it would be in the record. "It sets a bad example because 
a situation of this sort can be sent back over and over again. 
They have made their decision, and I vote 'no' because I will 
say this City Council should face its own problems and make its 
own decisions." 

At this time Deputy City Clerk opened the following bids 
for a Tractor Loader and Bulldozer: 

BIDDER 

Shaw Sales & 
Service Co. 

ITEM AlVlOUNT 
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Allis-Chalmers Model HD-9G Tractor 
Shovel 4 cyl. 2 cyc diesel engine; 
84 brake hp, 1600 RPM; 2 cu. yd. 
bucket & extra straight <lozer 
attachment .•••...•. F.O.B. City Yard 

Plus Sales Tax 
Total 
Terms: 2% 30 days. 

$17,088.00 
t12 •64 

17,00.64 

Shepherd Tractor 
& Equip. Co. 

Delivery: 10 days on tractor and 
loader; Approx. 2 wee~s 
on blade attachment. 

#6 Caterpillar Diesel Shovel; 74" 
gauge, tractor with hyde 2 cu. yd. 
bucket; 10411 bulldozer blade 
attachment ..................... . 

Plus Sales Tax •••••• 
$18,293.00 

~48.79 
18,41. 79 

Terms: Net 30 days. 
Delivery: Immediate, or Hydraulically operated rear-mounted 

Sh13pherd Model S6HEW "Hi-Liftn Ripper 
Installed........... 940.00 
Plus Sales Tax 
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Brown-Bevis 
Industrial 
Equipment Co. 

International Harvester, Model 
TD-14A, diesel crawler tractor 
with Drott 14K3 hydraulic skid 
shovel, 1400 RPM, 4 cyl. 2 cu. 
yd. bucket. 
104" x 36" builldozer blade 
at tachment •.•...•••.•..•......•.......•... $15,400.00 

Delivery: 10 days. 

Plus Sales Tax 
Terms: Net 30 days 

Or with Hydro-spring Attachment. 370.00 

Councilman Blount moved these bids be referred to the City 
Manager for recommendation at the riext meeting. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Schwab, so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger continued reading the following 
communications: 

Communication from the Los Angeles County Grand Jury re
questing enactment of an Ordinance to the effect that the re
fusal of any public employee to testify under oath before the 
County Grand Jury shall constitute sufficient ground for dis
charge of the employee. 

Councilman Isen moved the City Attorney be instructed to 
present for approval an Ordinance containing the ideas set forth 
in the letter from the County Grand Jury, Motion, seconded by 
Councilman Benstead, so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Communication from Metropolitan Water District regarding 
filing a certified copy of Ordinance 665 annexing "Parcels X, 
Y, and Z" with the Secretary of State. 

Mayor Drale requested that the letter be filed as a matter 
of record. 

Communication from Emmett L. Snow requesting refund on 
unused portion of business license as maaonry contractor, No. 
5231, his business having been terminated March 26, 1954. 

Councilman Benstead moved a refund of $18.00 be granted, 
in accordance with the recommendation of C. N. Weber, License 
Inspector. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Communication from Civil Aeronautics Administration 
approving changes in the Master Plan at Torrance rliunicipal Air
port, and requesting two copies of all proposed leases and two 
copies of all plans providing for establishment of new build
ings be submitted for their approval. 

Councilman Schwab moved that the communication be filed 
as a matter of record. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, 
so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Communication from the Civil Service Board advising that 
consideration had been given to the request from the Council that 
an examination be called immediately for the position of Assis
tant Chief of Police, and that after consultation with the Chief 
of Police, the Board recommended this examination be held in 
abeyance for approximately six months. 

Upon inquiry from Councilman Benstead as to whether this 
was in accordance with his recommendation, Chief Haslam, ad
vised that under the present plan for reorganization of the 
Department he saw no necessity for filling the position at the 
present time. 

Councilman Isen stated he could not understand this at all. 
He was of the opinion the City should have the Department opera
ting with full complement of personnel. He thought the position 
had been vacant long enough •. 



Chief Haslam stated this position had been in existence 
only since 1952. He said very few towns the size of Torrance 
had Assistant Chiefs. This is more or less a position of 
courtesy to some man about ready to retire to give him an easy 
job for his last few years on the Department. He mentioned 
that the towns of Lynwood, Compton and Vlhittier do not have an 
Assistant Chief. 

Councilman Isen said the position should possibly be elim
inated entirely then. 

Chief Haslam was not in favor of eliminating it entirely. 
He had no objection,if the Council wished the position filled, 
to putting a man in the position and raising his salary. The 
duties of Assiatant Chief would remain virtually the same as 
though . he were Captain or Lieutenant. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the Chief. Councilman Schwab seconded the motion. 

Mayor Drale said the City had gotten itself into one 
predicament when the last Chief retired. He did not feel this 
City should ever get itself into that position again. An 
Assistant Chief should be schooled and trained to take over the 
Chief's job should he retire. "I think everybody is aware of 
the fact that when Chief Stroh retired we Got into some hot 
arguments as to where his successor should come from. In our 
plan this should be given some consideration." 

Councilman Benstead stated if the position as Assiatant 
Chief were not to be filled at this time, it might be well to 
have the' Civil Service Board call for an examination for the 
position of Chief of Police so that eligible list would ~xist 
in the~ent that there was a vacan9Y. 

Councilman Isen stated as he recalled the proceedings, 
about three weeks ago Council passed a motion that the Civil 
Service Board prepare for a examination for Assistant Chief of 
Police. Yet this had not been done. He wondered if the City 
Councilor the appointed boards were running the City. 

Councilman Schwab stated, "I think the City Council is 
running it, but I think the Council should run it in conjunction 
with these Boards. I believe the Chief has good reason for 
taking the stand he did. I would be willing -to concur with his 
recommendation. I think the position should be filled, but his 
thinking right now with the reorganization plan in mind is that 
a little time is needed." 

Councilman Isen stated that in the Police Department for 
a number of years there have been two ranks of Lieutenant which 
have been open for some reason which he still didn't understand. 
He said he did not know where the eligible lists were. He said 
the recommendation is to postpone for " six months even an eligible 
list. Even the job of lieutenant was postponed for years. He 
said the City had Chiefs of Departments but they are subject to 
being overruled by the Council. 

Councilman Benstead was of the opinion that an eligible 
list should be maintained for every classification at all time~. 
"The list should be there and if the Chief decides he wants a 
man he has a list to pick from." 

Councilman Blount renewed his motion to concur with the 
recommendations of the Chief and the Civil Service Board on this 
matter to postpone the examination for six months. I-iotion, 
seconded by Councilman Schwab, was defeated by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Schwab. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
Benstead, Isen and Drale. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Isen moved that the Civil Service Board be in
structed by an order of this Council to prepare rules for an 
examination for Assistant Chief of Police and submit them to 
this Council for approval. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Benstead, carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COU NC IL
MEN: Benstead, Isen and Drale. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount and 
Schwab. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Schwab stated it might be well for the Council 
to meet with the Civil Service Board and have an understanding 

361. 



with them. It seems the Council and Board are getting farther 
and farther apart. Some of these matt ers should be talked over. 

Councilman Benstead said, "I have no fault to find with 
the Civil Service Board, but I do think that a ll classifications 
within the City of Torrance should be brought up to dat a and 
kept up at all times so that there are people who can be a ppointed ." 

Councilman Benstead so moved. Motion, sec ond ed by Council
man Isen, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Communication from California State Department of Public 
Works enclosing Order for Second Interim or Partial Payment of 
Expense s of Referree in the amount of $2,477. 73, in the action 
of California Water Service v. the City of Compton #506806 Los 
Anp;eles County. 

Councilman Isen moved the Council a pprove payment of this 
amount, subject to the approval of the City Attorney. Motion, 
sec onded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimous ly by roll call, 
vote. 

Communication from JVirs. Helen M. Krup protesting fee to 
lay 60 feet of sewer line to serve Lot 26, Bloc k 2, Sub of Lot 
30, Meadow Park Tract. 

Councilman Sch\vab moved to refer the communic ation to th e 
City En n.;ineer. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, so 
ordered by j'Jjayor Drale. 

Mayor Drale requested that City Engineer Bishop be in
structed to notify Mrs. Kru p as to what will be required. 

Remco-Real Estate ivlanagement Company, inquirin r: what 
authority the City has under the easement granted it" for the 
use of the streets to install parking meters f or the purpose 
of providing funds to increase its capital assets. 

Councilman Blount moved the communication be referred to 
the Legal Department. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, 
so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Chief of Police Haslam submitting for approval contract 
for warrant service with Officer Jack Gee of I nglewood, Cali
fornia, authorized in Resolution" No. 2146. 

Chief Haslam explained the t ype of servic e performed by 
Officer Gee, such as serving warrants for t he return of prisoners 
being held in custody by other Police or Sheriff! s Depart-
ments. He explai ned t he Department is bound by l aw to do this. 
These thinn.;s can be handl ed through this officer at less expense 
to the City. 

Councilman Isen said this is a private agency and that it 
sounffilike a private tax collector. 

Mayor Drale stated the City still has to have the service 
and the Chief would have to emplW somebody. 

Chief Haslam stated every City of any size does hire some
body to perform this Service. He advised the City has had this 
service for four or five years. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur i n t he recommendation 
of the Chief. Motion, sec onded by Councilman Benstead, ca rri ed 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, 
Blount , Schwab and Drale. NOES: COUN CILMEN: Isen. ABSENT: 
COUNCILiv1EN: None. 

Communication from National Supply Company requesting re
newal of Franchise granted under Ordinance No, 67 to lay, 
maintain and operate railroad tracks across certain streets, 
which Franchise expired October 1, 1944. 

Mayor Drale recommended the communication be referred to 
the next Agenda meeting. 

Councilman Benstead moved the communicatii on be referred 
to the City Attorney for recommendati on. Motion, seconded by 
Councilman Blount, so ordered by r~yor Drale. 

Mayor Drale requested ths City Attorney furnish the Council 



with information as to the str ee~covered under this Franchise 
at the time he makes his recommendation. 

Communication from Frank Chutuk, Sewer and Storm Drain 
Contractor, portestin~ penalty of $10.00 for return of plans 
after date designated by Enp;ineering Department. 

City Manager Stevens explained the Engineering Department 
follows a policy of requiring a contractor to furnish a deposit 
in exchanp;e for the loan of certain plans which must be re
turned in good order within a certain number of days or the 
deposit is forfeited. 

Councilman Isen moved the letter be filed. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Benstead, so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Communication from IvIrs. IvI. F. Moore, requesting permi ssion 
to m.ov e a house trailer onto Lot 21, Block 1, Sub of Lot 30 in 
Meadow Park Tract, Building Permit No. 25900. 

Councilman Schwab moved permission be granted Mrs. Moore 
to move the trailer onto the lot mentioned for a period of minety 
days. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, so ordered by 
Mayor Drale. 

Communication from Neil T. Whitney requesting permission to 
move a house trailer onto property located at $37 Calle Miramar, 
pending completion of his home, for a period not to exceed 
ninety days. 

Councilman Blount moved the request be granted. Hotion, 
second_ed by Councilman Schwab, so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Communication from Water Superintendent McVicar referring 
to request for financing by the Water Department of a water 
main extension on Oranl';e Avenue, and requestin,e; a clarification 
of policy. 

Councilman Benstead moved this communication be held over 
until the next Agenda Meetine; and that the Council meet with Mr. 
McVicar to discuss the policy on extension of water mains. 
Moti on, seconded by Councilman Blount, so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Mayor Drale set Tuesday, June 22, at 7 :00 p.m., in ~he 
Council Chamber, as the time and place for the meeting, and re
quested City Manager Stevens to notify Mr. McVicar accordingly. 

Peitition containine; signatures of nine taxpayers complaining 
about unsanitary conditions at the rear of the liquor store 
located at Andreo Avenue and Carson Street. 

Mayor Drale recommended that Deputy City Clerk Hallanger 
notify the Health Department of this condition. 

Councilman Isen inquired if the offending parties could be 
visited by the Police Department and have the condition corrected. 

City Manager Stevens stated the City does have an Ordinance 
which regulates the manner in which garbage should be stored and 
its preparation for pickup, that possibly this condition is in 
violation of the Ordinance, _and that the Police Department might 
be helpful in this matter. 

Mayor Drale amended his recommendation to include, also, 
a letter to the Chief of Police to call attention to t his con
dition. 

Councilman Isen stated a letter would take time and the 
Chief was present to hear this and these people are complaining. 
He felt that the Chief of Police, through his proper officers, 
should call on the offenders tomorrow to advise them to remedy 
the unsanitary condition. 

Mayor Drale advised Councilman Isen it is customary to 
send a communication as a matter of record. 

Councilman Benstead moved that Deputy City Clerk Hallanl';er 
write a letter to the Police Chief and to the Health B~partment 
to notify them of the condition. Motion, seconded by Mayor 
Drale, so ordered. . 



Communication from Torrance Area Youth Bands r equesting 
allocation of $1+800 for promotion of music for the City for 
fiscal year beginning July 1, 1954. 

City Manager Stevens said the committee representing this 
group was anxious to meet with the Council to discuss this mat
ter. 

Mayor Drale set Tuesday, June 29, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Council Chamber as the time and place for this group to meet 
with the Council. 

Councilman Isen remarked that a great deal of time is spent 
having each communication reae in full by the Clerk. Since a 
number of these letters are submitted to the Councilmen in ad
vance, he inquired if there were any rule which would permit the 
briefing of a letter's contents so the public would still know 
what is going on, rather than having it read in its entirety. 
If not, he sug~ested the Council adopt such a rule. 

Mayor Drale stated this was a good idea, but City Attorney 
Hall was not present to give an opinion. 

Councilman Isen moved that the City Clerk, upon order of 
the Mayor, present a brief summary of the contenns of any lengthy 
communication which has been furnished to the Council in ad
vance. 

The moti on died for want of a second. 
Mayor Drale said the suggensti on had merit and recommended 

that it be discussed at the next Agenda meeting. 

At 9:25 p.m. Mayor Drale de~lared a ten minute recess. The 
meeting reconvened at 9:36 p.m. 

Petition from 26 property owners requesting the Council to 
take every legal step to clear the northeast corner of 213th 
Street and Torrance Boulevard, the property razed by a recent 
fire, and requesting the Council and the Planning Commission to 
prevent re-establishment of any business on this site which would 
be detrimental to the appearance to the City. 

City Manager Stevens advised that Fire Chief Benner had 
informed him the investigation into the fire at this location 
had been completed and that the site could now be cleaned up. 

Councilman Isen asked if the City has an Ordinance whereby 
the owners of record could be notified to clean up the site 
within a reasonable time, and if this is not done, could crews 
be sent out nb do so, and the fee added to the owner's tax bill. 

City Manager Stevens did not think the City had such an 
Ordinance but thought the owners could be made to clean up the 
site on two counts: (1) That it was a nuisance; and (2) As a 
health menace. The place could become a rat harbor and the City 
has an Ordinance controlling that. 

Mayor Drale recommended the petition be referred to the 
Legal Department to take immediate action on these two counts. 

Councilman Benstead so moved. Motion, seconded by Council
man Blount, so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Recommendations from City Manager Stevens: 

PERSONNEL: 

1. That William S. Rahn be temporarily employed as 
Assistant Building Inspector, effective June 9, 1954, 
in the first salary step. (No eligible list exists 
for this ciliassificationj however, applications are 
being received for an examination which will be 
given in the near future.) 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation 
of City Manager Stevens, item one under Personnel. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Isen, so ordered by IVIayor Drale. 



APPROPRIATIONS: 

1. To Barclay Surveying Company for engineering services 
during the month of May 1954, in the amount of $1,599.75. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur in the recommendation of 
City Manager Stevens, item one under Appropriations. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Blount, so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS: 

1. That the bid of Henry Backlund, who furnished the 
lowest responsible bid for a 1600# - G~J Truck and 
Chassis in the amount of $2,352.32, plus sales tax, 
be accepted, and that all other bids be rejected. 

Councilman Schwab moved to concur with the recommendation of 
City Manager Stevens, item one under Acceptance of Bids. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

2. That the bid of Standard Oil Company of California, who 
submitted the lowest responsible bid for supplying gas 
to the City for the 1954-55, at a price of $ .178 for 
Regular and $.208 for Ethyl Gasoline be accepted and 
that all other bids be rejected. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation 
of City Manager Stevens, item two under Acceptance of Bids. Mo
tion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

3. That a recommendation for Acceptance of Bid for supply
ing Diesel Fuel for the year 1954-55 is being withheld 
pending investigation into the type of fuel bid on. 

Mayor Drale declared this a matter of record. 

Tentative Tract Map No. 19626. Letter of transmittal from 
the Planning Commission and En~ineering Department recommending 
approval of Tentative Tract No. 19626, consisting of 151 lots 
located westerly of Crenshaw Bouleyard, northerly of 182nd Street 
and easterly of Tract 16607, to be developed by the Stanford 
Construction Company. 

Councilman Isen inquired if there was any connection be
tween the Stanford Construction Company and the Princeton Con
struction Company. 

Councilman Isen moved that before there be a tentative 
approval of this tract, there be a rideq'attached to the- letter 
of transmittal signed by the Stanford Construction Company under 
penalty of perjury that its officers, stockholders, directors, 
and any other interested individuals have no connection either 
indirectly or directly with any persons, firms, corporations, or 
partnerships which now have any tract under question by the City 
Council. 

Mr. Harry S. Apter, Attorney, representing the Stanford 
Construction Company, said, "I want to call you attention to the 
fact that the subdivision of land is a function of the Council 
acting after it has made an investigation as to whether or not 
the use of the land is in accordance with the law. The Planning 
Commission has made an inspection. ' They sent a committee out to 
the land. The Planning Commission determined that the land use 
was in accordance with the Land Use Ordinance of the City of 
Torrance, and the Engineering Department has determined that the 
subdivision was properly drained. The Planning Commission, after 
investigation recommended it for approval. May I ask Council
man Isen what the legal basis is for his statement requiring a 
statement from the Stanford Construction Company, who dosen't 
own-this land, under the penalty of perjury, which is putting 
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it pretty strongly--I don't think you have a l egal right to 
request it anyway--I would like to ask on what legal basis you 
make such a request upon a corporation, who is in good stand
in~ with the Corporation Commissioner, who holds a license from 
the State Board of Contractors, and ,'iho is not in any difficulty 
with the City of Torrance." 

Mayor Drale agreed that Attorney Apter did have a point 
in this resp ect. He stated, "The City Attorney has said several 
times that under our subdivision laws, as long as the subdivider 
meets all the qualifications and specifications and abides by 
the ordi nances and rules, and our Building Department accepts it, 
it is unlikely that we could stop the construction of any sub
division. 

Councilman Isen asked lVlr. Apter if the Stanford Construction 
Company had any connection with the Princeton Construction Comp-
any. 

Mr. Apter stated, "Certainly. We have other corporations. 
As a matter of fact, the Stanford Comtruction Com pany does not 
own this land." 

Councilman Isen stated, "I don't care who owns the land. 
The whole t hing is for the protection of the public who buy · 
these houses in these tracts." 

Mr. Apter said, "Well, ther e is adequate protection, Council
man. You have the Building Department that inspects our houses. 
I refer you to our last tracts. Of the hundrej:s of houses we 
have built, the only ones that ever got us into trouble were 32 
houses of the Princeton Construction Comp~ny. Are you going to 
penalize every corporation that has come of t h e same people 
involved?" 

Councilman Isen said, "This thing has been a thorn in my 
side for two months now." 

Attorney Apter stated, "I might inform you of this fact 
which you may not be aware of, that we have been in conference 
with the Building Department and the Acting Building Inspector 
Mr. Russell--we have been repairing these houses--and that he 
was very satisfied with what he sees we are doing in the 
Princeton Construction Company." 

Councilman Isen stated he saw a letter as of yesterday 
under Mr. Apter's signature stating, "We are goin!'!; to quit this 
thing right now unless criminal proceedings are dropped." 

Attorney Apter stated he h~d written such a letter. 
Mayor Drale stated, "We are getting nowhere. I think your 

point is pretty well explained. What is the pleasure of the 
Council on t his particular tract?tI 

Councilman Isen stated, "I would move that such an affi
davit accompany it before it is approved. 

Mr. M. R. Crane, one of the principals in the Beach Build
ing Corporation, which will own the land upon which the Stan
ford Construction Company will build eventually, stated the 
matter before the Council at this meeting is the subdivision 
of t his land and the converting of the bare land into lots. 
He didn't see why approval on this map should be delayed. It 
beco.mes an expensive proceeding. It passed the Planning Com
mission and a good deal of money has been spent in ~etting it 
through the Planning Commission and g ettin~ it done properly. 

Councilman Isen directed the following question to Attor
ney Apter: "Are you willing to withdraw the implication of the 
letter you wrote to Mr. Russell that you were ceasing work. 
Is it your intention to so cease?" 

Mr. Apter answered, "No, sir. It is not our intention to 
cease. We stated that this was not an ultimatum. I stated that 
in the letter. I merely wanted to clarify it. That is all I 
asked for, because I had received a call from Sergeant Leemy 
of the Bay Cities Marshall's office telling me that they were 
going to serve us anyway even though we were doing the correct
ive work, and it was the understandine; that we did not want a 
criminal record for that corporation, even though it is being 
closed out--it's a small corporation--it represents an infini
tesimal fraction of the construction we have done in Torrance. 
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We did not want that, and all of a sudden they are"going to 
serve us anyhow and go back on the agreement. SO i i' came up 
to s ee Mr . Rus s ell. Mr. Russell said, "Pleas e write me a 
letter and state your position, and I am going to take it up 
with iVIr. Hall.' That is th e r eason I wrote the letter. It ·was 
not with any animosity toward the City or witp any intention to 
cease the work. We haven't ceased the work and we haven't in
tended to cease the work. We wanted a clarification of it. 
That was all. II 

Councilman Isen inquired, "It is your intention to carry 
this work through with due diligence regardless of the criminal 
proceedings?" 

Mr. Apter replied, "Absolutely. Yes, Sir." 
Councilman Isen stated, "That's fine. I did want to clari

fication of than." 
Councilman Isen stated, "I would not consume the time ex

cept that I think it is beneficial to the City at large. · Would 
it not be appropriate and fitting to require, when these new 
tracts come in for approval of their subdivision, that not only 
street signs and trees be installed, but also the proper street 
lighting. I am advised that most of the nearby towns have such 
requirements, and so doing it helps everybody):":"'''~''~'it will prevent 
future City Councils from having delegations swarming in on t h em 
to request street lights. 

Mayor Drale stated the Council had talked several times 
about putting street lights into subdivisions, and he suggested 
Councilman Isen contact City Manager Stevens as to the reasons 
why this was not made a requirement. The most successful way 
the City has found for people to get -:,street lights is for them 
to petition the Council who sees that they get lights, provided 
they get almost 100 percent of the people within the tract to 
request them. 

Councilman Isen Stated he would not force the issue but 
the matter did require further study. 

Councilman Schwab moved for approval of Tentative Tract Map 
No. 19626. 

City Manager Stevens recommended that the Engineer's office 
submit a plan of the drainage on this tract. 

Attorney Apter stated, "You can make your motion subject 
to that, but at the same time with all that has been said about 
drainage around here not one of these tracts should come be-
fore this City Council unless it has been acted upon. The dra in
age problem was taken up by the Planning Commission and it was 
consi dered by our engineer and the City Engineer aud_the_Cit¥ 
~H~~H€€~, and he approved the drainage in--and if you will look 
at the Minutes you will find that they were approved." 

Councilman Blount seconded the motion, subject to the City 
Manager's recommendation. 

Councilman Isen stated that as a matter of future policy 
he was still saying that these letters of transmittal should 
have a statement from the subdivider and also a statement from 
the City Engineer regarding the drainage. 

Mayor Drale advised Councilman Isen the motion was on the 
record. 

Deputy Clerk Hallanger called the roll on Councilman 
Schwab's motion for approval of Tentative Tract no. 19626 and 
Councilman Blount's second subject to City Manager Stevens" 
recommendation that the Engineer's office submit a plan of the 
drainage, which carried unanimously. 

City Manager Stevens stated as a matter of information 
that he had called on the Engineer and he recommended a pproval 
of the tract from an engineering standpoint, subject to work
ing out uhe drainage for 182nd Street. 

Councilman Isen moved that the City Manager be instructed 
to transmit a letter to the Planning Commission to the effect 
that those two requirements be complied \ath and that a copy of 
the same accompany the letters of transmittal. Motion, seco nd ed 
by Councilman Benstead, so ordered by Mayor Drale. 



Tentative Tract Map No. 20400. Letter of transmittal from 
the Planning Commission and Engineering Department recommending 
approval of Tentative Tract Map No. 20400, consisting of 31 lots 
located westerly of Western Avenue and northerly of Tract 15915, 
to be developed by John & Kettler. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission for approval of Tract No. 20400. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Tentative Tract Map No. 20519. Letter of transmittal from 
the Planning Commission and Engineering D~partment recommending 
approval of Tentative Tract Map No. 20519, consisting of 26 lots 
located westerly of Arlington Avenue and northerly of proposed 
Sepulveda Freeway, to be developed by the Woodland Investment 
Company, subject to map marked "Exhibit C". 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission for approval of Tentative Tract No. 
20519. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, so ordered by 
Mayor Drale. 

Deputy Clerk Hallanger read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2584 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE FORMATION OF AN AIRPORT 
CO~~ISSION AND ESTABLISHING A PROCEDURE FOR THE 
APPOINTMENT OF MEl'>1BERS THEREOF. 

Councilman Isen did not think this resolution was in form 
to adopt at this time. He found several items he would re
commend changing, and suggested the following changes: 

"SECTION 2. Said Commission is to meet on the first 
Wednesday of each month, following the appointment 
of the members thereof and shall render its" reports 
in written form, containing its recommendations, 
quarterly, commencing July 1, 1954." 

Councilman Isenrecommended that the Commission's reports 
should be rendered instead of quarterly. 

"SECTION 3. Three (3) members of the Commission shall 
serve for a period of one (1) year and two (2) members 
shall serve for a period of two (2) years." 

Councilman Isen could see no reason why each member should 
not serve for a two_year period. 

"SECTION 5. 

CouncilmancJsen recommended that members of the Commission 
must be bona fi~ residents of the City of Torrance. 

Councilman Benstead moved to refer the resolution back to 
the Legal Department. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, 
so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

ORDINANCE NO. 694 

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE CONSTRUCTION, IVIAINT
ENANCE, SANITATION AND CONDUCT OF TRAILER PARKS 
AND TRAILER COACHES AND/OR C~P CARS IN THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA AND PROVIDING FOR PEN
ALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF. 

Deputy Clerk Hallanger explained there was a memorandum 
attached to this ordinance addressed to the Mayor and the Council-



men from City Attorney Hall, setting forth certain corrections 
to this Ordinance. (Section XVIII, subsection (b) (page 6) 
regarding Toilet Facilities and Section XX, subsection (a) 
(Page 7) regarding Bathing Facilities.) 

Councilman Isenmoved to dispense with reading of the 
corrections. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, so ordered 
by Mayor Oral e. 

Councilman Isen moved that Ordinance No. 694 relative to 
trailer parks be corrected by inserting on page 6, Section XVIII, 
subsection (b) Toilet Facilities and on page 7, Section XX, sub
section (a) Bathing facilities, items as set forth in the commun
ication from the City Attorney. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Blount, so ordere£i by f"layor Orale. 

Coupcilman Isen moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Ordinance with the amendments as proposed. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously. 

Councilman Isen moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 694 
with the amendments as proposed at its second and final reading. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Coupcilman Blount read in full a Resolution adopted by the 
City of Manhattan Beach on May 1$, 1954, relative to contamina
tion of ocean water in the area of the Hyperion sewage treat
ment plant and ocean outfall of the City of Los Angeles, copies 
of which had been forwarded to the City Council of the City of 
Los Angeles; the City Engineer of the City of Los Angeles; the 
r"layor of the City of Los Angeles; the Committee appointed by 
the Mayor of the City of Los Angeles to study sewage disposiH 
problems of the City of Los Angeles; the Health Officers of 
the City of Los Angeles and the State of California; the Los 
Angeles County Board of Supervisors; the Regional Water Pollu
tion Control Board; and to the City Councils of the Cities 
of El Se~undo, Hermosa Beach, Redondo Beach, Palos Verdes, 
Torrance and Santa Monica, and such other agencies as are 
concerned with the disposal of sewage effluent by ocean out
fall. 

Councilman Blount moved that the City Council adopt a 
similar Resolution and that it be forwarded to the same people. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

ORAL COlvTI"lUNICATIONS 

City Manager Stevens reoommended that the City Council 
retain Mr. William Woollett to prepare>a Master Plan of Parks 
and Playgrounds, as recommended by the Recreation Director and 
the Recreation Commission. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the City Manager that Mr. William Woollett be retained by 
the City to prepare a Master Plan of Parks and Playgrounds. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

City Manager Stevens advised he had received a letter from 
the Planning Commission recommending the City retain George C. 
Powell in the capacity formerly held by Earle A. Lloyd as Con
sultant to the Planning Commission. City Manager Stevens recom
mended that Iilr. Powell be appointed to fill this position for 
the interim until the Council decides they want to do something 
else. 

Mayor Drale stated the only question in his mind was . the 
fact that Mr. Powell was supposed to spend three-quarters of 
his time as Civilian Defense Director and the other twenty-five 
per cent as the Zone investigator. He said, "I am not opposing 
this. I am just wondering if he should devote fifty per cent 
of his time to Civilian Defense." 

City Manager Stevens felt some arrangement of this sort 
mio:ht be v-lorked out. He explained the Plannin,,; Commission was 



anxious to have somethin~ done by tomorrow night, and stated 
Mr. Powell ahs actually been doiner, the work anyway. There is 
a great amount of work to be done by the Planning Commission 
and somebody has to do it. It has become a big job, and it 
isn't something that can be done in their off moments. He did 
not think the City Should have a man come in one day a week. 
He thought there should be a man right here on the job to serve 
the people who come in. 

Councilman Isen moved an amendment to the motion that the 
word IItemporarilyll be placed in front of lIappointedl!. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur 1,,,ith the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission that George C. Powell be temporarily 
appointed Consultant to the Planning Commission. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

Mayor Orale stated, III think everybody should know the type 
of man the City has to take care of the Administrative Depart

ments of our City. I think Mr. Stevens is doing one of the finest 
jobs as City Manager we could find. I think the whole City 
Council appreciates the fact that Mr. Stevens is doing a marvelous 
job and I think the citizens should be aware of the fact that 
the City Manager Government is a form of government that is 
becominp; very popular and if we had to be without a City Ie/Tanager 
today in the City of Torrance we would be in one 'kettle of 
fish'. I would like to pay my respects to Mr. Stevens in that 
respect." 

Councilman Isen stated he thought the members of the City 
Council should concur with the Mayor's opinion. He said the 
job ~~. Stevens is doing lining up the property at the Airport 
demonstrates that very highly. 

Councilman Benstead moved that the City Council extend 
to Mr. Stevens a vote of thanks for "service above the call 
of duty." Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, so ordered by 
Mayor Drilile. 

Councilman Isen inquired of City lvIanager Stevens if he 
had ever received a reply to the telegrams he had sent regard
ing speed limits on Highway 10l. 

Mr. Stevens replied he had a reply. He said the State does 
not think signals are required--that channelization is the 
answer. A further survey is being carried on by the State. 

Councilman Isen asked City Manager Stevens, "Will you 
communicate again and say we don't want to spend any more money. 
We just want to put up a couple of signs sayino; SLOW DOVJN TO 
25 and get a couple of pedestriaili walk§?" 

City Manager Stevens stated he would do so. 

Councilman Isen asked what had been done with reference 
to the signal he had requested to be installed at Crenshaw and 
101 Highway. 

City Manager Stevens advised that the light had been or
dered by the Edison Company. 

Councilman Isen inquired a h:lut the cost of the proposed 
Assessment District for Lower Hollywood Riviera. He had heard 
it would cost approximately $30,000, and he had been under the 
impression that this amount'could be spread far enough so that 
each homeowner would be assess,ed no more than ;~15.00 or $20.00. 
Since then he had heard that the cost would be $100,000. 

City Manager Stevens said an estimate had been made and 
that the figure was in the neighborhood of $30,000. 
" Councilman Schwab stated the only figure he had on it was 
;w36,000. 

Councilman Isen stated, "IVIay I say this as a matter of 
policy and record as to the way the City Council should act on 
this. The Council should be advised as to how far such an 
assessment could be spread and what the approximate cost per 



lot would be on a plan of this sort. I move that before we 
proceed further that all interested parties have a chance to 
be heard. As difficult as it would be to have voluntary 
petitions and if the cost is prohibitive and if the people 
there didn't feel like taking care of it as a matter of civic 
pride, then we would all be wasting our time. If they get a 
petition with 51 per cent against it on any effort to take care 
of this problem it would be dropped." 

Councilman Isen moved that the City Engineer and the City 
Attorney make available to the Council just as soon as possible 
information as to the cost of this particular problem and how 
far it could be spread so that we would know what it would cost 
eaoh homeowner. Councilman Isen requested that the above mo
tion be added to the institution of these assessment proceed
inp:s. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Isen 
and Drale. NOES: COUNCILHEN: Blount and Schwab. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Blount stated he would vote tlnotl on any forced 
Assessment District and said, tlThat's what we voted on on June 
the ninth." 

Mayor Drale stated one problem which had come to his 
attention was the need for the City to have some type of am
bulance service. He stated there have been cases where people 
have lain in the street for half to three-quarters of an hour. 
He f€!lt the Council should give this some st.udy and that 
possibily it could be considered in the budget. 

Willie Morris, representing Vegas Air, Inc., stated that 
some time in the past a lease was submitted to the Council for 
approval. He said his firm was ready to accede to the City's 
wishes concerning the two points on which they had not been in 
agreement, namely the depth of the property and the matter of 
selling petroleum products. 

He asked if the lease had been drawn as he was anxious 
to have the matter settled. 

Councilman Isen advised that City Attorney Hall had been 
instructed to draw up a lease for this company. 

Mr. Stewart, 266 Via Buena Ventura, stated he had three 
copies of the contract on a proposed lease which had been a
greed upon between himself and City Manager Stevens, for the 
Council's signature. 

City Manager Stevens advised Mr. Stewart that the Council 
had discussed the proposed lease, and they were agreeable to 
the change in area; they agreed to Mr. Stewart's having first 
refusal on the rear portion; and they struck out the clause 
permitting the selling of petroleum products. Now the Council 
would like Mr. Stewart to submit the plans; they will also re
quire that this lease have a time limit in which Mr. Stewart 
will guarantee to proceed with the program; and there was a 
question regarding the interpretation of the "tie down" clause, 
which Mr. Stevens thought could be worked out. 

Mr. Stewart stated the plans had not been a requirement 
before. 

Mr. Stevens advised IVIr. Stewart that the Council had 
established a new policy whereby everyone will have to submit 
plans. . 

Mr. Sweeny, Attorney for Mr. Stewart, requested approval 
of the lease, subject to the submission of a building plan 
agreeable to .the City Manager. He stated they were very 
anxious to have some definite answer. 

Mayor Drale stated that the Council would have to be very 
careful of the type of building placed on the Airport facing 
Highway 101 and that he would not approve any lease unless he 
knew what type of structure would be built. 

In tlhe discussion, rlr. Stewart brought out that this was 
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primarily an ariport venture, but that he had contemplated open
in~ a cocktail bar and Restaurant, pending the ' ,fSranting of a 
liquor license, at some future date. 

Mayor Drale was opposed to approval of the lease, subject to 
the submission of plans. He stated, ".1 want to see what kind of 
building he ise;oing to put on there. ~~':"~~~I am not going to give 
any property away that belongs to the City of Torrance. We have 
got to have people that are going to put something decent on that 
property." He was of the ~pinion that the City should benefit 
most in any lease at the Airport. 

Councilman Isen said, "I still think the thing is very un
fair to make him propose plans and specifications for that at 
this time when it is only being contemplated at thip time. If 
and when he does build something on 101 Highway the plans could 
be submitted for approval." 

Councilman Blount stated, "I am in full accord with you, and 
it also says in Paragraph 27, which we decided was good, that 
before he got a building permit he would submit the plans. He is 
going to do somthing. He is anxious to do it right now, and I 
would like to know what it is~ Now, is that unfair?" 

Councilman Benstead said, "He has been trying to do it for 
six monthsi" , 

After considerable discussion in which IV1r. Sweeney and Mr. 
Stewart stated they were willing to comply with any reasonable 
requirement of submitting a plan, Councilman Blount directed 
the following statement at Mr. Stewart, "You know perfectly 
'well that you want to move your seven airplanes on there. We 
know that. We also know that you are going to build a tin 
shack,YQu'te~oing to put up a tent, or you. are going to put a 
buildinr:; there. That is all we are asking you. What are you 
going to put? Is that impossible to ans~er?" ' 

Mr. Stewart replied, "Mr. Stevens asked the same question 
when we first asked for a lease. We have requested permission 
to move-- and you said it would be okay--our present building, 
refurbisn it, redo it, put plate glass in, and it would be set 
back as a temporary measure. 

Councilman Benstead stated this thing of holding a man 
up month after month is a disadvantage to him as well as to 
everybody else. He thought the matter should be taken care of. 

Mr. Stewart pointed out that the contract submitted by 
the City Attorney says all buildings must have the approval of 
the City Council. 

Mayor Drale recommended that Mr. Stewart meet with City 
Manager Stevens tomorrow morning to discuss the details of the 
lease and that the Council would have some recommendation for 
Mr. Stewart next Tuesday. 

At this time Councilman Benstead left the meeting. 

~. Anthony Belotti, 18523 Ashley Avenue, inquired what 
action had been taken with reference to the removal of the wall 
on Ashley Avenue. 

City Manager Stevens could not give any information other 
than that he knew City Attorney Hall had received the title 
reports. 

Councilman Blount moved that all bills properly audited be 
paid. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present. 

Councilman Isen stated, "Wait just a minute, Mr. Mayor. I 
would suggest that we put on the Agenda at the earliest possible 

, time the problem of new buildings, hangars, buildings moved onto 
the Airport which do not comply with ordinances or follow a~y 
particular schwme. They are being ignored now." 



At this point Councilmen Blount and Schwab left the meeting. 

Mayor Drale declared the meeting adjourned at 10:50 p.m. 

APPROVED: 

MINUT ES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
June 22, 1954 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
Ref'"ular Ivleeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Tuesday, June 22, 1954, at 8:00 p.m., Mayor Drale 
presiding. 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett were: 
COUNCILIvlEN : Benstead, Blount, Isen, Schwab and Drale. ABSENT: 
COUNCILlvIEN : None. Also present were City Manager Stevens and 
City Attorney Hall. 

f.J!r. Frank Gately, President of the Torrance Democratic Club 
led the salute to our Flag. 

Reverend Homer Miller, pastor of the Central Evangelical 
United Brethren Church, opened the meeting with an invocation. 

Mayor Drale declared the Minutes of the Adjourned Regular 
Meeting of June 15, 1954, approved as written, if there were no 
corrections. 

Mayor Drale announced this was the time and place for the 
opening of bids for Pound Service. 

City Clerk Bartlett opened and read the following: 

BIDDER 

South Bay Humane Society 90 per cent of license fees to 
be retained by South Bay Humane 
Society; Humane Society to fur
nish License Collector, license 
books and tags. 

Councilman Is en moved the bid of the South Bay Humane Society be 
accepted, subject to City Mana,~er Steven's recommendation. 

Ci ty i'ilanager Stevens r ecommended the bid of the South Bay 
Humane Society be accepted. 

Councilman Benstead seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 
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