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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
May 25, 1954 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
Regular Meeting in the Council Chambers, City Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Tuesday, May 25, 1954, at 8:00 P.M., Mayor 
Drale presiding. 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett 
were: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Isen, Schwab and Drale. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Blount. Also present were City Manager Stevens 
and City Attorney Hall. 

At the request of Mayor Drale, former Mayor Sherfey led 
the salute to our Flag. 

Mayor Drale advised he had received a number of inquiries 
regarding the opening of Council Meetings with an invocation, 
and asked Councilman Schwab if he would continue the practice 
he had instituted two years ago by giving the invocation for 
the duration of his (Mr. Schwab's) term of office. Council
man Schwab opened the meeting with a prayer. 

Councilman Benstead moved that the minutes of the Regular 
Meeting of May 11, 1954, be ap proved as written~ Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried. 

Councilman Isen stated that he had heard complaints that 
whereas the members of the Council could be heard by the audience, 
the City Attorney, City Manager and the City Clerk could not 
be heard. He asked that these gentlemen speak directly into 
their microphones. 

Councilman Isen stated that it has been the p~actice in the 
past to dispense with the reading of Resolutions and Ordinances; 
however since those in the audience are not familiar with the 
contents thereof, he asked whether the City Attorney might 
give a brief resume of a Resolution or Ordinance before it is 
voted upon. Mayor Drale so ordered. 

Mayor Drale announced this was the time and place for the 
opening of bids for the installation of three-light Traffic 
Control Signals at the Intersection of Douglas Aircraft Com
pany'·s Torrance Plant Access Road with Western Avenue at 
approximately 200th Street. 

City Clerk B~rtlett opened and read the following bids: 

BIDDER 

Hoffman and Jacobs, Inc. 
C. D. Draucker, Inc. 
Electric & Machinery Service, Inc. 
Fischbach & Moore, Inc. 
Westates Electrical Construction Company 

TOTAL BID 

$10,058.00 
8,854.00 
9,887.00 

10 ,256.00 
9,516.00 

Councilman Benstead moved the bids be turned over to City 
Manager Stevens for recommendation. Motion, seconded by Council
man Schwab, carried unanimously by roll call vote of those 
present. 

Mayor Drale then announced this was the time and place 
for the opening of bids for sedans, coupes and pick-up trucks 
for the City departments. Clerk Bar~lett opened and read 
the following bids: 
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BIDDER ITEM MAKE AMOUNT 

Fred Briggs 7 1954 Business Plymouth $1,773.56 
Coupes 

(Above quotation includes Excise, Sales Tax and License Fees) 

Whittlesy Motors 7.1954 Business 
Coupes 

Plymouth 

(Plus Excise & Sales Tax) 

Oscar Maples, Inc. 7 1954 Business Ford 
Coupes 
1 1954 Sedan Six for Ford 

Fire Department 
1 1954 ~ Ton Pick-up Ford 

Truck 
1 1954 )/4 Ton Pick-

up Truck Ford 
(Above quotations do not include Sales Tax and License Fees) 

Henry Backlund 1 1954 Rl12 ~ Ton 
Pick-up Truck International 

1 1954 R122 3/4 
Ton Pick-up Truck International 

(Above quotations include . Excise Tax) 

Paul's Chevrolet 
(Alternate) 

(Plus 

I 1954 1503-4 Dr. Sedan Chevrolet 
1 1954 210)-4 Dr. " Chevrolet 
7 1954 1512 Business 

Coupes Chevrolet 
1 1954 3104 ~ Ton 

Truck Chevrolet 
1 1954 3604 3/4 Ton 

Truck Chevrolet 
Sales Tax and License Fees) 

1,557.30 

1,431.01 

1,666.50 

1,277 .20 

1,469.79 

1,361.07 

1,590.97 

1,750.00 
1,810.00 

1,515.00 

1,)60.00 

1,535.00 

(Additional discount of $25 per unit allowed on above quotation if 10 
units are purchased.) 

Councilman Benstead moved the bids be turned over to the City 
Manager for recommendation. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, 
carried unanimously. 

City Clerk Bartlett reported as a matter of record that he 
had receivedcommumications ;:.from the Torrance National Bank and 
also from the California Bank advising that at the close of 
business May 21, 1954, the Torrance National Bank will be operated 
as the California Bank. 

Mayor Drale ordered tpe communication filed as a matter of 
record. 

Mr. F. R. Bowerman, Division Engineer for the Los Angeles 
County Sanitation Division was heard at this time to discuss the 
plan of the Sanitation District for the acquisition of Refuse 
Disposal sites in connection with two Resolutions of consent 
which the District has submitted to the Torrance City Council 
for approval. 

Mr. Bowerman explained that the City of Torrance lies with
in the framework of two Sanitation Districts, the South Bay Cities 
Sanitation District and County Sanitation District No.5. He 
stated that as the result of a study made "in 1949 the County 
feels the need for acquiring sites for large,-scale disposal 
facilities for refuse collection and disposal of rubbish, as a 
guarantee against future needs. He explained that the Districts' 
plans would not compete with present. systems of collection and 
disposal as they are now conducted, but would take care of the 
disposal of tin cans, bottles, carboard, papers, grass cuttings, 
and tree trimmings, although any city might contract for this 
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service. Mr • ..,Bowerman passed copies of the results of the study 
to the Councitmen. 

He stated that in 1951, as a result of the study, a two cent 
advalorem tax was added to the Sanitation District tax to acquire 
funds for the purchase of disposal sites and at present the six 
districts which h~ve vot~ this tax have collected about $600,000. 
Torrance had paid:$L5Qt-QOO) into District No. 5 and $.35,000 into 
the South Bay District. He explained that in 195.3 the law was 
amended to require the consent of the governing body of a city 
before the Board could establish a refuse collection and disposal 
system. 

The money accumulated to date will be used for the acquisition 
of disposal sites. He stated that the only site now available 
is a large area in Palos Verdes which is a mined-out area--a pit 
now totally useless for any other purpose, and he said that a 
carefully controlled land-fill program could render this suit-
able for park purposes. . 

Councilman Isen wondered whether neighboring cities could 
refuse permission to transport garbage through their streets 
to reach the site. 

It was brought out that this is the area back of Walteria. 
Mr. Bowerman stated that open public hearings would have to be 
held. 

Councilman Blount arrived at 8:.35 p.m. 

Joe Friden, .3922 West 242nd Street and Mrs. Slonecker, 
Walteria, questioned the use by other cities of the streets of 
Torrance for transporting refuse to the disposal site. 

Councilman Drale recommended that copies of the Resolutions 
be submitted to the Council at the next regular meeting, to
gether with recommendations from the City Manager; the City 
Attorney, and the people in the area. As there were no ob
jections to this recommendation, it was so ordered by Mayor 
Drale. 

City Clerk Bartlett read the following: 
Communciation from City Engineer Bishop resubmitting 

petitions for the creating of a 1911 Act Sewer District in the 
2.39th Street area, containing thirty-six names, representing 
62 • .35% of the area within the proposed district boundarieS; 
also a map of the district showing locations of the lots owned 
by the signers. 

Communciation from City Engineer Bishop submitting a letter 
from Dr. Roy O. Gilbert, Los Angeles County Health officer, 
reporting on a survey made by his department in the area known 
as the 2.39th Street Sewer District. 

City Clerk Bartlett read the following communication in 
full, and it was ordered spread on the Minutes: 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

241 North Figueroa Street 
Los Angeles 12, California 

April 14, 1954 

Honorable City Council 
City of Torrance 
City Hall 
Torrance, . California 

Attn: Mr. Ronald W. Bishop, City Engineer 

Gentlemen: 

SUBJECT: 2.39th Street Sanitary Sewer District, 
City of Torrance 

I, the undersigned Health Officer of the County of Los Angeles, 



having been officially designated by the City Council to perform 
public health service for the City of Torran~e, hereby recommend 
that proceedings be instituted at once for .the installation of 
Sanitary Sewers in that portion of the City of Torrance known 
as the 239th Street Sanitary Sewer District, as shown on the 
attached map. This recommendation is made pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 2808 of the Streets and Highways code. 

This Department had made an investigation of the 239th 
Street Sanitary Sewer District. During the course of this 
investigation 28 house-to-house calls were made. Of this number, 
7 were not at home or didn't answer the door. Out of the 

323 

21 property owners or tenants actually contacted 13 or 61.9% repor
ted that they have had trouble with their individual sub-
surface sewage disposal systems. 

They complained that the seepage pits and cesspools filled 
up or caved in; also that frequent pumping and cleaning out of 
the pits and the construction of new pits was necessary. 

The nature of this trouble is inherent with the use of 
M any type .of subsurface sewage disposal system in areas such as 
M this, where the soil does not provide good leaching action • 
...-1 
~ 

O§ Very truly yours, 

ROG:LCH/bw 

/s/ ROY O. GILBERT, M.D. 
Roy O. Gilbert, M.N. 
Health Officer 

cc: City Council (2 Copies) 
Dr. R. O. Gilbert 
Dr. B. Kogan, Torranoe Health Center 

Mayor Drale requested that the letter be filed as a matter 
of record. 

Communication from City Engineer Bishop submitting two 
resolutions regarding the formation of the 239th Street Sewer 
Distriot. 

Clerk Bartlett read title to the following: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2571 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, FINDING AND DETERMINING 
THAT A SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM IN THE ,239TH STREET 
SEWER DISTRICT, IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE IS 
NECESSARY AS A HEALTH MEASURE. 

Councilman Isen moved to dispense with further reading of the 
~esolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried 
unanimously by r.oll oall vote. 

Counoilman Benstead moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2571 •. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried unanimously 
by roll oall vote, 

RESOLUTION NO. 2572 

A RESOLWTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, INSTRUCTING THE CITY 
ENGINEER ·TO PREPARE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 
IN THE 239TH STREET SEWER DISTRICT, IN THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AS OUTLINED ON DRAWING NO. 7983, 
PREPARED BY BARNETT, HOPEN Be SMITH, CIVIL ENGI
NEERS AND LAND SURVEYORS. 
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Councilman Blount moved to dispense with further reading 
of the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, 
carried unanimously. 

Councilman Blount moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2572. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously 
by roll call tote. 

City Clerk Bartlett read the following: 

Communica~ion from City Engineer Bishop submitting a letter 
from Barnett, Hopen & Smith, Civil Engineers and Land Surveyors, 
conce.rning the estimated cost of assessment work in the 239th S 
Street Sewer District; recommending that they be retained as 
Assessment Engineers; and submLtting a resolution authorizing 
the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a contract between this firm 
and the City. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation 
of CitJo Engineer Bishop. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, 
carried unanimously. 

Letter from Barnett, Hopen & Smit~ estimating the cost of 
work on the proposed proceedings at a total of $1,660. Matter 
of r.ecord. 

Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2573 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 
MA~WR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN 
CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND 
BARNETT, HOFEN & SMITH. 

Councilman Schwab moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Be~stead, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Schwab moved for the adoption of Res.olution No. 
2573. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unani
mously by roll call vote. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

City Clerk Bartlett read the following: 

1. Communication from Sherman Miller, Recording Secretary, 
GCEOC Local #1135, requesting insurance for City employees to be 
paid by the City, accumulated sick leave, a contract between the 
Oity and the union, and Seniority rights. 

Councilman Benstead moved that representatives of 
Local #1135 meet with the Council to discuss these matters. Mayor 
Drale set 7: p.m., Tuesday, June 1, 1954, in t~ Council Chamber 
as the time and place for the meeting and requested City Manager 
Stevens to notify the Secretary of the union by letter. 

2. Clerk Bartlett advised that he had two petitions to set 
aside the Council's order of April 27, 1954, to remove James S. 
Dresser as City Building Inspector and ~ecil W. Smith as Assistant 
Building Inspector. These had been presented at the Council 
meeting of May 11, and had been referred to this meeting •. 

Mayor Drale inquired if City Attorney Hall had any 
recommendations. He suggested that each petition be taken under 
consideration separately. 

In the Dresser case Mr. Hall stated he felt it was 
strictly up to the Council to make its decision. From a legal' 
standpoint he stated, "I think the Council's action is definitely 
subject to challenge. By this I mean there is a legal risk. It 
is up to the Council if they want to take the legal risk." 
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Mr. Isen remarked, "I think this whole set of Civil. Service 
Ordinances is a horrible .mess. In my spare time I have tried to . 
bring them together and correlate them. A Torrance lawyer can't-~~~~~· 
do it and I doubt whether a Philadelphia lawyer could. I think bl9/Sv 
as a future matter of business the whole Civil Service ordinance 
for the City of Torrance ought to , be rewritten and clarified so 
that we would know what we are doing. I find that there is a 
Civil Service Board of three; somewhere else there is a Civil 
Service Board of five. Was that ever changed? Was the Police 
and Fire Civil Service Board raised to five? I can't find 'an 
ordinance on that. Next, in Ordinance 326 you have a Board of 
Review known as the Personnel Board. Is that the same as the 
ordinary Civil Service Board?" 

Mr. Hall informed him it was not the same--that it would 
sit in as a Board of Review. He stated that the Board of Review 
was acting in that capacity in this situation. It was these 
formal findings that the Council acted upon. He told Mr. Isen ' 
that the proposed revision of the Civil Service ordinances had 
been before the Board for at least eight months. 

Councilman Isen stated he would like to hear from some 
members of the Civil Service Board in th~,h!wdience. He stated, 
"Their judgment seems inconsistent with/f'Ihgings. I find a 
suspension for a forty-five day period and a seventy-day period 
in this case, and I read the ordinance and I find it says they 
can only be suspended not exceeding thirty days." 

Mr. Hall advised Mr. Isen that that suspension referred to 
a preliminary suspension b~t did not refer to the ultimate action 
of the Board. 

Councilman Isen: "May this Council overrule the judgement 
of the Board of Review by a four-fifths vote? I see in here tha,t 
a four-fifths vote can remove any member or members of the Civil 
Service Board. Do you think, Mr. Hall, it was the intent to give 
the Council the jurisdiction over the Civil Service Board." 

Mr. Hall: I discussed this before the Council took action. 
At that time I was not free from doubt for two reasons: The 
ordinances and the Charter, the two together, are not clea~. 
There is a section in the Charter which states as follows which 
I read at the meeting we discussed this, that refers to the 
powers of the City Manager to prefer such charges against such 
heads of such departments as are appointed by him in the manner 
prescribed by and in accordance with the provisions of any 
Civil Service ordinance of said City applicable to the suspension 
or removal of such heads of such departmentsj but any decision 
of the Civil Service Board or the trial board, as the case may 
be, upon any suc~ charges may be overruled by an affirmative 
vote of four members of the City Council. The discussion at the 
time prio~ to the · time the Council took the action was to the 
effect that the Charter was paramount to the ordinance. 

Councilman ISEm: That only refers to heads of departments' 
Mr. Hall: That is correct. 
Councilman Isen: The City Council can only act on recommenda

tions in matters of this type from its Legal Department, and do 
I take it your recommendation is that we have legal right to 
stand by our decision previously maae. 

Mr. Hall: My greatest doubt in this case relates to the find
ings of fact which I Questioned at the time of the first hearing 
because it seemed doubtful to me that they referred to any 
specific charges. I can only say that if the findings of fact 
which were formalized, represented. the will of the Civil Service 
Board and acted upon by the, City Council, it would appear that 
the Council had the authority to reverse the Board in its action 
of two or three weeks ago. 

Mark Wright, member of the Civil Service Board spoke from 
the aUdience, stating he could not speak for the Board but he 
would be glad to answer any Questions of the Council. 

Counc ilman Ism: Do you recall the findings that were read 
here several weeks ago? 
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Mr. Wright: Yes. There is a little question in regard to 
the legal interpretation. There was a letter written which was 
not in legal form. We were not a legal body and we wrci>te it up as 
we saw it. That was rewritten. Mr. Hall put it into legal form 
and there is some question as to whether it contains the same 
thought as the original letter. 

Councilman Issn: Don't you think there was some inconsistency 
between the findings and the judgement of the Board? 

Mr. Wright: No, I think it was based on sound principle all 
the way through. 

Mr. Hall: The letter made no specific findings as to charges, 
but it recommended certain d~sciplinary measures. 

Councilman Isen: I didn't think the findings conform with 
the action. I think the findings go a lot further ••• I request 
that the charges be read in each case and the findings correlated 
with each particular charge. Can we ask that they be incorporated 
into our minutes by reference? 

(Findings not available) 
Councilman Isen: Well, would the Civil Service Board want 

the matter referred back to them? 
Mr. Wright: If it is the desire of the Council we would be 

glad to get with Mr. Hall and rewrite that letter so that it would 
agree with the legal terminology preferred by the Council and 
report our findings in a legal manner. 

Councilman rsen: For the record, I want to quote from the 
regular meeting of the Civil Service Board of May 5, 1954. Attor
ney McCall addressing the Board, stated that in his opinion, "The 
Council made a terrible mistake, and proceeded to read Article 
VII of the City Charter, relating to Civil Service Appointive 
Officers and Employees. Attorney McCall further stated that in 
his opinion the decision of the Civil Service Board of Appeals 
shall be final, as regards any officer or employee, appointed by 
the City Manager.' After thanking the Board for their efforts in 
their behalf, Messrs. Dresser, Smith, McCall and others withdrew 
from the meeting." 

, I move that the previous action of the City Council in the 
Dresser matter be reaffirmed at this time and the record show that 
the decision of the Council is based not only upon the formal 
findings, but upon the letter that was sent by the Civil Service 
Board. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount. 

Mayor Drale: Mr. McCall, do you have anything to say? 
Attorney McCall: Yes, I would appreciate it. All of the 

members of the Civil Service Board have told me that this is not 
their findings--that is, the one that was acted on here on the 
27th. Since they acted on the findings not supported by the 
Civil Service Board it would be completely illegal. I didn't 
quite agree with Mr. Hall on the interpretation of Section 14 
in the Ci¥il Service Ordinance 326: 

"Written findings," - th~s is after the hearing 
before the Civil Service Board -"decisions, or 
conclusions of the Board be rendered within ten 
days after the matter is submitted and thereupon 
be certified to the City Councilor official 
upon whose order the appeal was taken." 

Now, there are two sets of people in the City of Torrance 
under this ordinance who make appointments. Some appointments 
like the City Manager and others are made by the City Council. 
The heads of departments make others. If you read this care
fully from here on just a few lines away, you will find it 
separate and distinct that where the head of the department 
makes an appointment, then in that event the decision of the 
trial board is final. 

"Such findings and conclusions of the Board of 
Review may contain such recommednations as said, 
Board shall deem warranted and shall be adopted 



by the City Council, or appointive officers 
except that where said decision relates to 
an officer or employee appointed by the City 
Council, said Council may by four-fifths 
vote modify or ov.errule the decision. The 
decision and recommendations of the Civil 
Service Commission a nd any action taken by 
the City Council shall be final and con
clusive. TI 

In other words, these appointments have been made by the head 
of the department; therefore, the action, of the Civil Service 
Trial Board of Review is final and conclusive and the Council 
would not have any authority to review that, modify it, or set it 
aside. If the Council would have any authority in a case of this 
kind, it would be found in the Charter. Now, here is all the 
Charter says about it: 

TlAny decision of the Civil Service Board or 
Trial Board upon any said charges, may be 
overruled by an affirmative vote of four 
members of the City Council." 

That gives the Council the authority to overrule ••• if the 
Council had said "overrule", then that would have wiped out the 
decision of the Board of Review. 

Mr. Hall: I agree with Mr. McCall as to the statement of the 
ordinance, as to how the Charter reads, as to. the particular issue 
as to whether this section of the Charter where is says "overrule" 
e;ives the Council the authority to overrule. I think neither Mr. 
McCall nor myself can answer that question. I think it's one of 
those things that have to be the result of judicial interpretation. 

Mayor Drale requested Clerk Bartlett to call the roll on the 
motion made by Councilman Isen and seconded by Councilman Blount. 
Motion, carried unanimously. " 

Mayor Drale: May we have the second petition? 
City Attorney Hall: With reference.to the second petition on 

Mr. Smith, there is grave doubt as to whether you can sustain your 
action. Going back to this Charter provision, there would be a 
question in my mind as to whether he would fit within the defini
tion of the Charter so as to allow a relation with the Trail Board. 

Councilman Isen: It would be worth the City's time--worth 
the City's money to get it tested to find out who is the superior 
authority in the City--whether it is the Council elected by the 
people or the Civil Service Board ••• I will renew the motion as it 
may apply to Mr. Smith.to reaffirm the decision we have made and 
the record to show that the decision is based not only upon the 
formal findings b~t upon the letter of the Civil Service Board. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Attorney McCall stated that while he represented Mr. Smith 
and Mr. Dresser in this case he would be glad to cooperate.with 
the.Council to avoid a lengthy law suit. 

Councilman Isen stated that whatever he had said was in the 
best interest of the City at large and that he was aiming at no 
personalities nor individuals. He wanted the record to show that. 
He stated, "I want to move that the Civil Service Board be cited 
to appear before the Council to show cause and explain their 
actions in the matter and to show cause, further, why a motion 
should not be made for their removal from office." 

Councilman Benstead stated he would go along on the proposed 
meeting with the Board but not on the proposed removal from office. 
He felt the Board had acted in good faith--that they give a good 
deal of their time without reimbursement and that the Council 
should respect them for the work they do. . 

Councilman Isen stated that the Board had found Smith and 
Dresser guilty of neg~ect and guilty of a number of charges; then 
they recommended that they come back to work. "They should meet 
with us and show cause for the action they did." 

QouncilmanSchwab stated he would agree to a meeting with the 
Board. 
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Councilman Isen then withdrew the second part of his motion. 
(Referring to removal from office) Motion, seconded by Council
man Benstead, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Mayor Orale requested City Manager Stevens to contact the 
Chari man of the Civil Service Board to arrange a time and place 
for the meeting, which was to be open to the public. Mayor Orale 
sugp;ested the date for the meeting would be announced at the 
Council meeting next week or the following week. 

City Clerk Bartlett read the following: 

3. Communication from Gerald Taylor, 1703 Clark Lane, 
Redondo Beach, requesting permission to open a second-hand store 
at 23030 Arlington Avenue. 

Councilman Benstead moved this communication be referred 
to Chief of Police Haslam for recommendation. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Isen, carried unanimously. 

At 9:35 p.m. Mayor Orale called a ten-minute recess. The 
meeting reconvened at 9:50 p.m. 

4. Communication fromeCalifornia Southern Oil Company re
questin~ permission to deposii U. S. Treasury Notes ih lieu of 
a Security Bond covering their oil well. 

City Attorney Hall recommended approval of the request. 
Councilman Blount moved to concur in the recommendation 

of City Attorney Hall. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, 
carried unanimously. 

Princeton Construction Company, Tract 18540. Mr. Henry 
Albachten, reporting on the progress made on the tract on which 
the State investigation was made, stated he had been under the 
impression that things were going along well until late this 
afternoon, when he had received word to be present at this meet
ing to answer questions. He stated he would be glad to answer 
questions and that any delay in the repatis within the tract 
had not been on his part. He said the matter had been delayed 
in the State office, that they were waiting for the man from 
the State to determine what repatrs were to be made, and as 
soon as the recommendations had been received the repair.s 
would be made. 

Mayor Orale advised that Mr. Russell, the new Superinten
dent of Building, had arranged a meeting for Tuesday with the 
State investigator. He was under the impreSSion that Mr. Russell 
would accompany the investigator on his imspections and make 
the necessary recommendations for the City. 

City Attorney Hall stated he had been unable to obtain a 
schedule as to the progress of the work on a house-by-house 
basis and therefore he could not state what specific progress 
had been made. 

5. Communication from Los Angeles County Department Gf 
Engineering and Surveying.referring to deeds for City Streets. 
Clerk Bartlett recommended that the letter be referred to the 
City Attorney for interpretation. 

Councilman Schwab moved the communication be referred 
to City Attorney Hall for study and recommendation. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Blount, carried. 

6. Communication from Director of Recreation Van Bellehem 
recommending the development of the Old City Dump on Plaza del 
Amo as one or more ball diamonds. 

Councilman Benstead reported that he had discussed the 
matter with Mr. Van Bellehem and had explained that this was 
filled ground. Mr. Van ~ellehem was of the opinion that this 
would make no difference for soft ball. Mr. Van Bellehem stated 
the cost to the City could not be very much. 

Councilman Benstead moved that Mr. Van Bellehem be 
authorized to go ahead with this project. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

7. Los Angeles County Health Department requesting renewal 
of their contract with the city for the fiscal year 1954-55. 

Councilman Benstead moved this matter be referred to 
City Manager Stevens for study and recommendation at the next 



Council meeting;' .. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried. 
Mr. Perrin, 2421 West 17lst Street, stated that the resi

dents of 171st Street in North Torrance have one health problem 
which has to do with the excessive number of flies. He said 
there are approximately forty-five children, all under the age 
of ten, whose health is being endangered because of the flies. 
He stated he had contacted the County Health Department, Super
visor Kenneth Hahn, and Mr. Powell. There had been no results 
until about three days ago, when the dairy started to clean up. 
Mr. Perrin wanted to know whether the spraying was going to be 
continued, or whether it was being done because of pressure 
brought by a number of people. He stated the corrals were not 
scraped and that he had seen the animals in an unsanitary condi-
tions. . 

Mr. Isen inquired what the contract with the County of Los 
Angeles provided for as to service; also whether any other agency 
could be given such a contract. 

City Manager Stevens stated the County of Los Angeles ~as 
the only agency available unless the City forms its own Health 
Department. He explained that the city does have a contract 
with the County Health Department and the services provided are 
covered in approximately ten pages of the contract. 

Mr. Perrin said the Health Department has come out to check 
the situation, which is then reported by the investigator to his 
superior and then nothing happens. He said that the action of 
the past three days was the first they have had in the past six 
months. 

City Mana;ger Stevens advised that he had a . letter : fr.om~. the 
County Health Department reporting on a survey made regarding 
this situation. The recommendation of the Department had been 
for immediate spraying with insecticides at specific intervals. 

l'{lr. M. D. Hibbert, representing Mr. Freitas and Mr. Tony 
Ormonde, two of the dairymen referred to in this complaint, 
stated that the spraying had begun about two months ago. It is 
being done regularly now. He said the corrals are subject to 
inspection by the Milk and Dairy Department of the State. Regu
lar scraping is required. He asked the 60uncil to make further 
inquiry as to things that should be done that are not now being 
done. It appeared to him that the Council was partly at fault 
for the condition by approving tracts so near to an area in 
which dairies are located. Mr. Hibbert stated that prior to 
two months ago they were dependent upon contract spraying, but 
that recently they have acquired a spray rig and that the spray
ing would be more effective now. 

Mr. Perrin reiterated his statement that there had been no 
scraping until the past week, that the dairy had been watched 
for a period of twenty-four hours. 

Mayor Drale stated that the Health Department is operated by 
the County and if the County fails to take the necessary action 
in any health matter to abate the nuisance, the residents can com
plain to the Council who in turn may take the matter up with the 
County. He said that City Attorney Hall could advise them as to 
another course of action, if the residents cared to contact him. 

Tract No. 18416, Cottage Grove Properties. City Engineer 
Bishop reported he had visited every home in the tracts. He stated 
the r.p~trs are progressing quite well and it appeared to him 
that Mr. Eagleton was trying to do what he could. All of the 
aprons are now in. There were, possibly fifty driveways to be 
lowered. The lowering is being done in a number of ways - some 
by removing the existing driveway and replacing with plant mix 
or concrete; in three cases swales are being put in; in a few 
instances tile has .... been put in to the street, and in three 
cases a cash payment was made in exchanges for signing releases. 

Mr. E. J. Robinson, Pacific Hills Homeowners Association, 
stated there was a question in his mind as to whether the work 
being done was in accordance with the Building Code, as recom
mended by the Council; however, if the people were satisfied 
that was all he asked. 
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_ 8. Communication from Torrance Lions Club T-equesting a 
waiver of license fee for vending machines. Clerk Bartlett 
read a memorandum from the License Department quoting Ordi
nance No. 624 r Article II, Section 12. 

Councilman Benstead moved the request be denied. 
Motion, seconje'i by Councilman Schwab, carri ed by the follo",·
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Schwab 
and Drale. NOES: COUNCILMEN: ~one. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
DECLINED TO VOTE: COUNCILMEN: lsen. Councilman Isen explained 
he did not vote because he is a member of the Lions Club. 

9. Communication from Fire Chief Benner recommending 
certain changes to alleviate the crowded conditions in the 
Council Chambers during Council meetings. 

Councilman Schwab moved Chief Benner's recommendation 
regarding the rear exit door be followed and that the City 
Manager be authorized to arrange for the installation of additional 
seats. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried. 

10. Communication from Water Superintendent McVicar be filed 
as a matter of record, and that another report on the water 
reservior be submitted to the Council within the next thirty 
days. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried. 

11. Recommendations of City Manager Stevens: 

PERSONNEL: 

1. That Captain R. R. Lucas of the Fire Department be authorized 
to attend the Arson Investigation Short Cours.e at the Uni
versity of California, Berkeley on June 21 - 25, 1954, with 
appropriate expenses. paid. 

Coun.cilman Isen moved to concur in the recommendation of 
City Manager Stevens, item one, under Per.sonnel. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

APPROPRIATIONS: 

1. To Barclay Surveying Company for engineering services 
for April, 1954, the sum of $1~525. (Approximately50% 
of this sum is returnable on the Sepulveda Gardens 
Sewer District.) 

Councilman Blount moved to concur in the recommendation of 
City Manager Stevens, item one, under Appropriations. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

2. For the purchase of computing machine for the Engineer
i~g Department, $555.75 plus sales tax (from Budget Funds) 

COUncilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation 
of City Manager Stevens, item two, under Appropriations. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

3. For the purchase of a Wayne Power Sweeper, Model 1-450 
equipped with power steer. 
Half cab with curtains and automatic windshield wiper 
furnished with one extra set gutter broom segments 
with wire - one extra rear broom core with fibre. 
Plus 3% sales tax - Total $9,772.13, purchased from 
Brown-Bevis Industrial Equipment Company. 

Councilman Schwab moved to concur with the recommendation 
of City Manager Stevens, item three, under Appropriations. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Isen, Schwab and 
Drale. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 



DECLINED TO VOTE: COUNCILMEN: Blount. Councilman Blount ex
plained that he did not vote on this matter since he is em
ployed by a firm which sells a similar item. 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

1. That the City authorize the City Attorney t o proceed 
with the codification of City Ordinances by a firm 
experienced in such work. 

Councilman Isen moved that the City Attorney proceed with 
the codificati on by producing the representative he has in mind 
to meet with the Council next Tuesday night. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

2. That Marion J. Varner, Architect, be retained to 
prepare plans and specifications for the Fire 
Stations to be constructed from Bond Is s ue Funds. 
Architectural fees to be the standard fees esta
blished by the California Council of Architects 
for such work. 

Councilman Isen moved to concur in the recommendation of 
the City IVlana lS er, item two, under Miscellaneous. 

Councilman Benstead asked why only one person was recom
mended. Perhaps somebody elsecould do the job for less money. 

City Jvlanager Stevens explained that he had interviewed at 
least ten other people. He recommended this man because he has 
done work in the vicinity. In the City of Inglewood he con
verted old buildings into modern structures. He has also done 
work for the City of Hawthorne. He charges a percentage for 
preparation of plans and specifications and supervision of con
struction. The Council has to approve each step and will be in 
close contact with the process. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Isen, Schwab 
and Drale. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
DECLINED TO VOTE: COUNCILMEN: Benstead. Councilman Benstead 
stated he would not vote on this until he knew more about it, 

3. California Water Service Company officials are 
anxious to receive decision on their request 
for a 24" water line in Sepul'lleda Boulevard, from 
Western Avenue to Redondo Beach city limits. 
This request has been before the City CouDcil 
for approximately two months. 

City Manager Stevens was 
lay the line should be given~ 
his mind as to whether or not 
line. 

of the opinion that permission to 
However, there was a question in 

they s.hould pay a franchise for the 

Councilman Isen moved that the matter be continued until the 
next Council meeting for a recommendation from City Attorney Hall. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried. 

12. Communication from City Engineer Bishop submitting 
Resolution authorizing execution of entry permit with Douglas 
Aircraft Company. Matter of Record. 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2574 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING EXECUTION OF 
ENTRY PEm~IT WITH DOUGLAS AIRCRAFT COMPANY, INC. 

Councilm~n Blount moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried 
unanimously. Councilman Isen moved for the adoption of Resolu
tion No. 2574. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously. 
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13. Communication from Assistant to City Engineer Patrick 
submitting Resolution accepting easement from Harold and Marion 
Walsh for a 20 foot widening on the northerly side of 190th 
Street, for the construction of curbs, gutters, sidewalks, base 
and paving. 

Mayor Drale moved the communication be filed as a matter 
of record. 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2575 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND THE CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE 
CITY, THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM HAROLD 
D. WALSH AND MARION L. WALSH. ' 

Councilman Blount moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried 
unanimously. Councilman Benstead moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 2575. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, 
carried unanimously. 

14. Tentative Tract No. 20380. Letter of Transmittal from 
the Planning Commission and the Engineering Department recommend
ing approval of Tentative Tract No. 20380, consisting of 21 lots 
located southerly of Dominguez Channel, northerly of Cherry 
Street and westerly of Crenshaw Boulevard, to be developed by the 
Midvale Building Corporation, subject to the special condition 
that a five-foot strip will be dedicated for Qherry Avenue, rather 
than a fifteen-foot dedication as shown on the tentative map. 

Councilman Blount moved for approval of Tentative ' Tract No. 
20380 on the Condition that a six-foot chain link fence be placed 
along the Channel. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab. 

Councilman Isen stated that if any of these corporations 
are dummies for some Company with whom we are having trouble, 
then he was of the opinion that they shou1.1i not have further per
mission to build until some of the trouble has been cleared up. 
He recommended that the tract be approved subject to the condition 
that the corporation is in good standing with the Building Depart
ment. 

City Attorney Hall stated that such a recommendation would 
be subject to challenge. It was his understanding that so long 
as the builder complies with the subdivision ordinance the 
Council has no choice unless their contractor's license is revoked. 

Motion,earried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Schwab, and Drale. NOES: COUNCIL~ 
j'JIEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. DECLINED TO VOTE: COUNCIL
MEN: Isen. 

15. FinEil Tract No. 19472. Letter bf Transmittal from the 
Planning Commission and Engineering Department recommending 
approval of Final Trach No. 19472, consisting of 39 lots located 
at the north-west corner of 166th Street and Arlington Avenue, 
to be developed by Moneta Gardens, Inc. subject to the special 
conditions that a storm drain be constructed from the northerly 
tract line, thence westerly to Casimir Avenue north of l66th 
Street until 165th Street is constructed westerly. 

Councilman Benstead moved for the approval of Final Tract 
Map No. 19472 subject to the special condition. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

16. CASE NO. 31$ Transmittal form from the Planning Com
mission, petition submitted by John J. Di Marco for a variance 
to remove a deposit of diatomaceous earth from a triangular plot 
designated Dicalite Road, located at the southerly terminus of 
Madison Street, Block 12, Walteria Tract, recommending disapproval, 
The transmittal showed that a petition containing 555 names 
protesting the variance had been received. 

Clerk Bartlett read a letter from Armstrong, Mewborn and 
Hitchcock, attorneys for the petitioner, protesting the recom
mendation of the Planning Commission. The communication stated 



that the property is unsuitable for any other purpose, and re
quested that the variance be granted, subject to the condition 
that the operation would be conducted in a manner so as not to 
disturb the neighborhood. 

Councilman Isen moved to concur in the recommendation of 
the Planning Commission for disapproval of CASE NO. 31S. Mo
tion seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

17. CASE NO. 317. Transmittal form from the Planning 
Commission, petition of Arthur G. and Marie E. Gross to con
struct and operate a Research LabDratory for dynamic instru
mentation in the field of medical research to be located in 
an A-l (Light Argicultural) Zond, Lot IS, Block Sub M.R. 
19-5S rJIeadow Park Tract, recommending approval. 

Councilman Schwab moved to concur in the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

IS. MR. F. O. FLETCHER, requesting permissionto build a 
stable for horses on property located on 13.5 acres, Lot 1, 
Susana Dominguez, at the Westerly boundary of the City, north 
of Sepulveda Boulevard, in an a-l Zone, recommended for approval 
by the Planning Commission in accordance with letter marked 
Exhibit "Alt. 

City Clerk Bartlett read the letter marked Exhibit "A" 
which stated that the stable will be used to house polo ponies 
dQring the off season for polo and that at no time would the 
barn be used as a riding academy. 

Councilman Isen was of the opinion that if this request 
is granted that there would be complaints about flies. 

Mayor Drale thought there was a residential development 
adjacent to this property. 

Councilman Schwab believed horses were permitted in an 
A-l Zone. 

Mayor Drale moved that this request be referred to the 
Chief of Police for recommendation at the Adjourned Regular 
Meeting next Tuesday. 

19. Clerk Bartlett read a communication from the U. S. 
Savings Bonds Division, Treasury Department, recommending 
that a resolution be adopted honoring the 13th anniversary 
of Series E. Savings Bonds and recognizing George W. Post, 
Torrance Savings Bonds Committee chairman. 

Mayor Drale ordered the communication filed as a matter 
of record. 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2576 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE HONORING THE 13th ANNIVERSARY OF 
SERIES "E" SAVINGS BONDS. 

Councilman Blount moved to dispense with further reading 
of the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, 
carried, unanimously. Councilman Blount moved for the adoption 
of Resolution No. 2576. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, 
carried unanimously. 

ORDINANCE NO. 693 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 643. 

Councilman Blount moved to dispense with further reading 
of the Ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, 
carried, unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Blount moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
693 at its second and final reading. Motion, seconded by 
Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 694 

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE CONSTRUCTION, MAINT
ENANCE, SANITATION AND CONDUCT OF TRAILER PARKS 
AND TRAILER COACHES AND/OR CAMP CARS IN THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AND PROVIDING FOR PEN
ALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION ThEREOF. 

Councilman Benstead moved this ordinance be referred to 
the next Agenda Meeting for further study. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Blount, carried. 

ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE REGULATING 
THE USE OF CERTAIN PUBLIC STREETS AND HIGHWAYS 
IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE: PRESCRIBING REGULATIONS 
E.ELATIVE TO THE PARKING OF VEHICLES UPON SUCH 
PUBLIC STREETS AND HIGHWAYS; PROVIDING FOR THE 
INSTALLATION, OPERATION, MAINTENANCE, SUPERVISION, 
REGULATION AND CONTROL OF THE USE OF PARKING METERS; 
DEFINING AND PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
PARKING NlliTER ZONES UPON THE PUBLIC STREETS AND 
HIGHWAYS; PROVIDING THAT REVENUE RECEIVED FROM 
PARKING METERS SHALL BE USED FOR THE PURCHASE, 
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OF THE SAME, FOR THE 
POLICING OF SAID ZONES AND FOR THE USE OF THE 
PARKING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY; AND PROVIDING A 
PENALTY FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF. 

At Councilman Benstead's request City Clerk Bartlett read 
the ordinance in full. 

Councilman Benstead objected to the passing of this 
ordinance without the voice of the people-at least there sbould 
be some public hearing on it. He also questioned the right 
of the Parking Authority to handle the money. 

After a general discussion, Councilman Blount moved that 
the ordinance be tabled until the meet in'S next Tuesday. Mo
tion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried, 

Mr. Anthony Belloti,North Torrance, and Mr. Robinson, 
Pacific Hills Homeowners Association, voiced objection to the 
passage of the ordinance as it now reads, particularly with 
reference to the handling of the money. 

Clerk Bartlett requested that the number be withdrawn from 
the ordinance if it is not to be adopted at this time. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

City ManaO'er Stevens stated the Councilman have copies of 
a letter in which he outlined reorganization of the Building 
Department. This may require the adoption of an ordinance. If 
so, he recommended that this be done. 

Councilman Blount moved an ordinance be drawn to set up 
the reorganization of the Building Department outlined in City 
Manager Stevens' letter. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab,. 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Isen said he thought the Council had ordered an 
examination be held at the earliest possible date. 

City Manager Stevens advised him that he had requested the 
Secretary of the Civil Service Board to forward the cla.ssification 
to the Civil Service Board from which the bulletin is prepared. 
When the bulletin comes back, the Civil Service Board approves 
it and then it is published, This takes time. 

Councilman Isen recommended this be followed up to see what 
happens. 

City Manager Stevens stated that representatives from 
Longren Aircraft were waiting in the audience for an opportunity 
to present a proposition regarding a lease at the Airport. 

Mr. Wentworth, of Longren, stated the problem was urgent 
with them. 



Mayor Drale set Wednesday evening, May 26, at 6:00 p.m., 
as the time for the meeting to discuss this lease. 

Councilman Isen stated that the Resolution submitted to 
the Councilmen for study with reference to establishing an 
Airport Commission did not provide for the length of office 
or how the members may be removed from office. He asked that 
City Attorney Hall work this out. 

Councilman'Isen asked City Manager Stevens what had been 
done with respect to the formation of a Water Commission. 

City Manager Stevens advised that he had presented the 
idea to Water Superintendent McVicar, as he wanted to get his 
thoughts to see what his problems were. 

Councilman Isen requested that the communication submitted 
to the Councilmen regarding a recreational development in the 
Hollywood Riviera area be put on the Agenda for the next meeting. 

Councilman Is,Eim moved that the Council adopt an ordinance 
to put into effect a Fire Prevention Code as recommended by Fire 
Chief Benner some months ago. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Blount, carried unanimously. 

City Attorney Hall was requested to prepare the ordinance. 

Councilman Isen moved that a letter of appreciation be 
written to Assemblyman Vincent Thomas on behalf of the City 
of Torrance for the projects he sponsored, such as the passage 
of Assembly Bill #19, which permitted the leasing of City 
property, for the channelizing of Hi~hway 101, for helping 
obtain the Department of Hotor Vehicles, and for obtaining 
funds for the State Armory. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Benstead, carried. 

City Attorney Hall was requested to write the letter. 

Councilman Isen inquired whether the telegrams regarding 
speed limits on Highway 101 has been sent to Vincent Thomas. 

City Manager Stevens replied that he had not sent them, 
as it had not been clear to him who was to send the telegrams. 
Councilman Isen asked City Manager Stevens to do this. 

Councilman Isen moved that a temporary light be installed 
at Crenshaw Boulevard and Pacific Coast Highway. He stated it 
was so dark that it was impossible to find Crenshaw Boulevard 
at night. 

Motion, seconded by Mayor Drale. So ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Councilman Isen asked whether the letters regarding City 
Engineer Bishop's report on the Walteria ditch had been sent to 
the Walteria Businessmen's Association and the Pacific Hills 
Homeowners Association, as requested at the last meeting. 

City Clerk Bartlett replied in the affirmative. 
Councilman Isen moved that crews be sent to clean up 

Walteria ditch. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried. 

Mayor Drale read an excerpt from the minutes of a Council 
meeting held June 4, 1952, recommending the temporary appoint
ment of Harriett V Leech as part-time Record and File Clerk. 
He stated this was approved by the Council and it would have to 
be removed by Council approval. He explained that Mrs. Leech 
is still doing this work. 

City Manager Stevens said he had a communication from Mrs. 
Leech regarding this matter. 

Councilman Blount moved that the matter be continued to the 
next Council meeting, 

Mayor Drale stated that he would like to recommend that 
the sum of $36,000.00 granted the City under the Los Angeles 
County "Aid to Cities" program be used for the ~mprovement of 
center of divided streets, such as Anza Avenue and Palos Verdes 
Parkway. 
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City Manager Stevens explained that this money is granted 
by the County of Los Angeles to a city upon the submission of 
an outline stating the purpose for which it will be used. All 
the street work the city does is paid for from these funds, and 
if the money is used for the purpose suggested, all the other 
work will suffer. 

Mrs. Victoria Sharp, 5403 Palos Verdes Parkway, Allied 
Gardens,representing Allied Gardens Homeowners Association, 
requestin~ that the Council adopt an ordinance to close Palos 
Verdes Parkway and Linda Drive to heavy truck traffic. She 
stated that Linda Drive is being used as a short-cut from 
Sepulveda to Highway 101 and the sit:j.l~t<~~nis dangerous to 
children in the area who must cross/Mtr~~ts to get to and from 
school. Mrs. Sharp requested also that a~peed limit sign ~ 
be installed. • 

Mayor Drale recommended that this be referred to the "Chief 
of Police for recommendation at the next meeting. 

Mrs. Sharp asked whether the rumor was true that Bollen
bacher and Kelton, subdividers,had paid a cash settlement to 
the City for the purpose of completing a park where the sump 
is now located. 

A gentleman from the audience presented a map showing a 
park to be located in the area where the sump is now, and he 
wondered what the residents could do about the misrepresentation. 

He was advised to contact City "Attorney Hall for infor
mation regarding this. 

~r. Frank Bottley, 152 Paseo de Gracia, stated that three 
meetings ago the Council had instructed City Manager Stevens to 
arrange for a meeting of the residents with the Council re
garding the drainage problem 'in that area. To date the meeting 
had not been arranged, and Mr. Bottley asked whether City 
Attorney Hall would write the residents a letter stating that 
the City does not have any responsibility to take care of the 
condition so that they could proceed from there. 

Mayor Drale set Wednesday night, May 26, 1954, 7:00 p.m., 
in the Council Chambers, as the time and place for a meeting 
with the group represented by Mr. Bottley. 

Mr. Walt Wilson, Sales Manager, Butler Buick, stated he 
has had an application before the Planning Commission for per
mission to erect two signs on the corner of Torrance Boule
vard and Cravens, one to be 62' by 18' and the other 32' by 
18'. He understood that the matter had been referred to the 
Council. 

Mayor Drale stated the Council was in the process of 
drafting a sign ordinance and action would have to be with
held until the ordinance has been acted uponl 

Mr. Anthony Belloti, North Torrance, referring to Council
man Isen's recommendation that the Advisory Council have repre
sentatives from all organizations, stated that he had approval 
of the suggestion from three of the Councilmen, but he had not 
heard from Councilman Blount and Schwab. He asked at this time 
whether these two gentlemen were in accord with the recommendation. 

Both Councilmen indicated they had no objection to the 
recommendation. 

Mr. Robinson, Pacific Hills Homeowners Association, asked 
whether it would be necessary for their group to have a permit 
or license for the booth they plan to have at the Community Fair. 

Mayor Drale appointed Mr. J. A. Beasley to fill the un
expired term of Luther Mumford on the Planning Commission. The 
term expires January 11, 1955. 

Councilman Schwab moved that all bills properly audited be 
paid~ Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unani
mously by roll call vote. 



At 12:40 a.m., Councilman Isen moved to adjourn to Tuesday 
June 1,1954, at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chamber. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously. 
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City Clerk of the City of Torrance 

Mayor of the City of Torrance 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
June 1, 1954 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in an 
Adjourned Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, 
Torrance, California, on Tuesday, June 1, 1954, at g:OO p.m., 
Mayor Drale presiding . 

Those responding to roll call by Deputy City Clerk 
Hallanger were: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Isen, Schwab 
and Drale. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. Also present were 
City rilanager Stevens and City Attorney Hall. 

At the request of Mayor Drale, Mr. Anthony Belloti led 
the salute to our Flag. 

Councilman Schwab opened the meeting with an invocation. 

Councilman Isen requested that the minutes of the meeting 
of May 25, 1954, be corrected as follows: Paragraph "2" under 
Written Communications referring to the statement Mr. Isen made 
abotit the Civil Service Ordinances should read: "A Torrance 
lawyer- can't do it, I doubt whether a Philadelphia lawyer s... ~. ~M ' '?'/7l .; 
could," . . 

Councilman Isen moved that the minutes of the May 25, 1954, 
meetin~ be approved as corrected. Motion, seconded by Council
man Benstead, so ordered by Mayor Drale. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger advised he had a communication 
from Mr. David W. Parrish, President, Michie City Publications 
Company of Los Angeles, accepting City Attorney Hall's invit ation 
to meet with the Council on June 1, 1954, at g:OO p.m., to 
discuss the codification of the City ordinances. 

I~r. Parrish submitted sample copies of codes prepared by 
his firm to the Council for inspection. 

He explained that the chapters are arranged alphabetically, 
beginning with the basic ordinances. They are checked against 
the State laws and statutes, as well as against the Charter to 
see if there is any conflict. All amendments are work~d in. 
There will be a reference made so that both t he City and State 
laws can redily be found. 

He stated that either premanently bound volumes or loose leaf 
bound volumes could be offered. 

A complete editorial job including the Charter, with references 
to the State laws, checked against Supreme Court decisions, in 
loose leaf bound volumes would cost $ 5500 to supply 100 volumes. 
The cost of 100 permanently bound volumes would cost approximately 
$5450. An additional lot of 100 copies could be supplied for an 
additional $200.00 if ordered within a pproximately six weeks after 
delivery of the completed volume. The price quoted is based on 
a code containing between 300 and 350 pages. He estimated the 

epose


