
Mayor Drale said as was customary he would call on City 
Manager Stevens for any remarks he wished to make. 

City Manager Stevens: To the outgoing Councilman, Harvey 
Spelman, my best wishes, he served the City well. To the new 
Council member, Mr. Isen, congratulations and best wishes and to 
the Council as a whole., my best wishes. I, too, pledge the best 
type of government that I know how to administer. 

City Attorney Hall: One brief word, Harvey Sp~lman has given 
a lot, strictly on the basis of service and not for any personal 
glory or any personal reward. I think, regardless of how we feel 
about issues, that Harvey deserves quite a vote of thanks, that's 
all we can give to a Councilman and believe me, they give a lot 
to the people. I do hope everyone, regardless of feelings, will 
appreciate how much Harvey Spelman has given to the City. To 
the new members I wish them the best of lUck, and the best to the 
Council as a whole. 

Councilman Isen: I, too, want to say to Harvey that I think 
he has been a valuable member of the Council for the past four 
years. I hope there will be as many people out for the next 
meeting, there may be some definite program your Council will have 
to submit to you and for your approval at that time. During the 
campaign we suggested an Advisory Committee to the Council, it 
has no legality as such bht it would be very helpful to your 
Council Who wants to let you know what is going on. I think 
this is something all the pepple will benefit by, the challenge 
is up to you. If you want this Advisory Committee you can have 
it. This was a campaign of friends and friendship, old friends 
and a lot of new friends and to all of you, I sincerely thank you 
and hope that I will act as a Councilman as you would want me to 
act. I will pursue the tasks of this office with the utmost of 
my energy and ability. I think this Council is going to be a 
Council of action and not words. My thanks to each and everyone 
of you. 

At 9:25 P.M., Councilman Benstead moved to adjourn, Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously. 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

' ! . ' ..... . ,. --, 

CIt~nce 

Torrance, California 
April 27, 1954 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a · 
Regular Meeting in the Council Chambers, City Hall, Torrance, 
Cailfornia, on Tuesday, April 27, 1954, at 8:00 P.M., Mayor 
Drale presiding. 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett were: 
COUNCILMEN: Blount, Isen, Schwab and Drale. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Benstead. Also present were City Manager Stevens and City 
Attorney Hall. 

. ~,: 

epose

epose



Mayor Drale re quested W~. Robinson to lead the salute to our 
Flag . 

Mayor Drale announced the Invocation has been dispensed with 
unitl the Council decides whether the practice should be continued. 

Counc ilman Schwab moved the minutes of the Regular Meetings 
of March 23rd and April 13th and the Adjourned Regular Meetings of 
April 14th and April 20th, 1954, be approved as written. Motion, 
seconded by Co uncilman Blount, carried unanimously by those present. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

City Clerk Bartlett read the following: 

Communicati on from M. D. Shepherd requesting authorization 
for the issuance of building permits for construction, at Yukon 
and 168th Streets, of buildings with a required front yard set
back of 20 feet on 168th Street. 

City Manager Stevens explained this is a development by a 
private ,individual and he had proceeded with the understanding 
that 168th Street was to be a 50 foot street, but under the plan 
of the Regional Planning Commission it is a secondary hi ghway 
which requires 80 feet. 

Councilman Isen moved the matter be referred to the Plan
ning Commission for recommendation. Motion, seconded by Council
man Schwab, carried unanimously by those present. 

Communication regarding business license of Eva Smith. On 
February 10, 1953, the business license of Eva Smith, Beauty 
Parlor Owner, 1521 Crenshaw Boulevard, was held up by a motion 
passed by the City Council, because of a purported Land Us e 
violation of the property; the motion stated the license was to 
be withheld until the Land Use matter had been cleared up. 

At the Planning Commission meeting of April 7, 19 54, Mr. 
Whitcomb moved ,that a waiver of rear yard requirements be granted 
Mrs. Eva Smith, 1521 Crenshaw Boulevard. Motion, seconded and 
carried by a vote of 6 to 1. 

City Clerk Bartlett said since the Land Use matter was now 
settled he would rec ommend the restrictions be removed and the 
business license issued. 

Councilman Isen moved the business license be issued. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried by those present. 

Invitation from Battery C, 720th AAA BATTALION and the City 
of Gardena to attend the cermonies for the dedication of the new 
California National Guard Armory to be held on May 1, 1954, from 
1:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M., at 2100 West 154th Street. Matter of 
record. 

Summons and Complaint served on the City Clerk against the 
City of Torrance by Lawrence L. Benton and Ermanelle Benton, 
Complaint for Inverse Eminent Domain and Damages for Continuing 
Trespass. 

Councilman Schwab moved this be r eferred to the City Attorney. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried unanimously by those 
present. 

Franchise statement from the National Supply Company reporting 
2% of total amount of Natural Gas transported by means of pipe line 
from April 1, 1953, to March 31, 1954, as granted by franchise, 
City of Torrance Ordinance No. 354, was $2,101.53. Matter of 
record. 



Communication from the Controller of the State of California 
advising the estimated amount to be paid the City of Torrance 
during the 1954-55 fiscal year as apportionments of motor vehicle 
license fees is $207,300. Matter of record. 

Communication from the County Sanitation Districts of Los 
Angeles County requesting to be advised of any changes in the 
City's Director and Alternate Director. City Clerk Bartlett 
stated the Mayor is the Director. 

Mayor Drale appointed Councilman Schwab as Alternate Director. 

Request of the Torrance Babe Ruth Baseball League, Inc. for 
a franchise for a refreshment concession at the Torrance Municipal 
Park. 

Councilman Schwab moved the communication be referred to the 
Recreation Department for recommendation. Motion, seconded by 
Councilman Blount, carried by those present. 

Letter of appreciation from the Torrance Adult Club thanking 
the City Council and City Officials for their cooperation. 
Matter of record. 

Mayor Drale requested City Clerk Bartlett to forward a copy 
of this letter to the Recreation Department. 

Request of Fire Chief Benner for an urgency ordinance pro
hibiting cooking of food in hotel rooms, in the City of Torrance. 

Councilman Schwab moved this request be referred to the 
next Agenda meeting for discussion. Motion, seconded by Council
man Blount, carried by those present. 

Request of Fire Chief Benner that the Mayor proclaim the 
week of May 2nd as "Spring Clean-up Week" for the City of Torr
ance. 

Mayor Drale proclaimed the week of May 2nd as "Spring Clean
up Week" for the City of Torrance. 

Communication from the Cottage Grove Properties, Inc. advis
ing they will pay $6086.50 to the City of Torrance for completion 
of the Work required of them in Tract No. 18416, on Crenshaw 
Boulevard, and advising they will install the driveways at their 
expense. 

City Manager stevens advised this is an improvement in this 
subdivision, and stated "In the bond improvement for curbs, 
gutters, sidewalks and street improvements was put up by the 
contractor or developers in accordance with our plans and a,s 
required by our ordinance. All of the work was performed with 
the exception of the paving on both sides of Crenshaw Boulevard. 
That work was never performed. They had hoped, and I know they 
made many attempts to get the County to do that work. The 
County will pave the center street. Because this work was "not 
performed and also because they did not put in the aprons to the 
driveways, I prepared an estimate as to the cost of putting in the 
driveways and the other improvements and forwarded the cost to 
them. They are writing this communciation offering to turn over 
to us the estimated cost of the paving of Crenshaw. In the mean
tirrLe they are paving the aprons to the driveways; that work is 
actually going on. The problem is whether the City should accept 
the funds for the improvement of the streets and the assurance 
the aprons will go in or whether the City should sue the bonding 
co"pany to do the work." 

City Attorney Hall advised the lawsuit is prepared and is 
ready for signature, but is was not filed because they came in 
and wanted to pay for the cost of the improvements. He said there 
was one point that should be clarified, when they post a bond 
they post a bond only for public improvements--streets, curbs, 
gutters, sidewalks and other improvements that the City actually 
holds title to. Structural defects and certain defects on the 
property itself are not covered by the bond. 

Councilman Isen said he thought a ?pecial release could be 
drawn in consideration of this sum of money to release them on 



their obligation as far as the requirement of the paving of the 
street is concerned, and nothing else, and that if they did not 
want to accept it on that basis that the City go ahead with the 
lawsuit. Councilman Isen suggested the City Attorney communicate 
this to them and report back to the Council at the next Regular 
Meeting as to whether they want this special releawe. 

After a general discussion, Councilman Isen moved a release 
be executed in consideration of the SUill of $6086.50, to be paid 
providing the release is special and pertains only to the obliga
tion of the subdivider to pave on Crenshaw Boulevard. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Isen, Schwab and Drale. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: Blount. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Benstead. 

Communication from Earle A. Lloyd submitting his resignation 
as Planning Consultant for the City of Torrance, effective May 
31, 1954. 

Councilman Schwab moved Mr. Lloyd's resignation be accepted. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote of those present. 

Mayor Drale directed City Attorney Hall to write to Mr. 
Lloyd thanking him for his services to the City as Planning 
Consultant. 

Letter of resignation from Luther Mumford as Commissioner 
of the Torrance Planning Commission, effective immediately. 
Matter of record. 

Mayor Drale directed City Attorney Hall to write to Mr. 
Mumford thanking him for his services to the City as Commissioner 
of the Planning Commission. Councilman Isen moved the letter 
state specificaly, with regrets. Motion, seconded by Council
man Blount, carried by those present. 

City Attorney Hall informed the Council that Mr. Loyd Wright, 
Jr., was present and as he has another appointment Mr. Hall re
quested the Council to hear him at this time. He explained that 
Mr. Wright was representing one of the principals involved in 
North Torrance in the constructiop of certain houses that have 
been under considerable discussion and that he wanted to discuss 
with the Council the feasibility of working out plans to correct 
some of the conditions on these homes. Mr. Hall advised the 
Council that he has had some discussionBwith Mr. Wright with re
ference to working out a plan to correct some of the difficulties 
in the construction faults in these homes in North Torrance. He 
said the primary purpose of the discussion tonight is to see if 
we can arrive at a formula where all of the legitimate complaints 
iri the tract can be corrected. 

Mr. Lloyd Wright, Jr: I represent Mr. Henry Albachten, indivi
dually. Mr. Albachten has been placed in rather an embarrassing 
position. He has left the state and is now living ·up in Oregon. 
When he got back here two weeks ago he found out there was con
templated some criminal action against him individually, as well 
as the Princetion Construction Company. It is tnue that at the 
time these houses were built Albachten was the contractor, it was 
his license that was used, however, since then he has severed 
his connections. 

"We are trying to remedy the situation. I think we do have 
it remedied. We also must face the fact that all of us who live 
in tract houses would like to have them built differently, myself 
included. I think Mr. Hall's statement, legitimate complaints, 
will have to be taken very strictly. Today I know of only seven 
houses, all on Patronella Avenue, in which there have been cer
tain complaints, these have been inspected by the State as well 
as the County inspectors~.I also understand there are certain 
elements of the City inspections which perhaps are still at 
issue. I know nothing of that and I'm not attempting to make 
any statement on behalf of 1tt. Albachten in regard to that. . 
We would like to work out a formula where those justified com
plaints in construction, and those over which there is not some 

"resaonable doubt as to the interpretation of the Code, could be 
taken care of. I understand that there has been a criminal 



complaint filed against the Princeton Construction Company. I 
have nothing to do with that, except as indirectly Mr .. Albachten 
could influence the actions of the Princeton Cotporation; he is 
no longer a holder of any shares of stock but he has a good level 
head and recognizes the problems y.ou are into in this matter. I 
had hoped we could have an informal discussion so that we could 
arrange something, perhaps sendout some of the foremen and take 
a look at the various houses that there have been complaints on 
and discuss them further with one of your representatives and do 
the remedial work and, of course, at no expense to the occupant. 
My whole point is this, Mr. Albachten is an individual and has 
a contractor's license and I would dislike velY muoh to see, in 
the face of this offer, any criminal complaint brought against 
him individually, I also think if this is done perhaps we could 
dispense with the criminal complaint against Princeton. 

City Attorney Hall: The thought the City has had is that we 
would like to see these people taken care of and their places 
fixed up, that has been our primary objective. 

Councilman Isen.: I think the Council and the people ree,lly 
appreciate your attitude Mr. Wright, it's the most constructive 
thing I've heard. 

Mr. Lloyd McWhiter, 16714 Patronella Avenue: We would like to 
know what happened to the 26 original complaints that I handed to 
the Princeton Construction Company last fall. 

Mr. Wright: Very frankly, I don't know. I will be very happy 
to find out for you though. 

Mr. McWhiter: All we want is to be assured that we can get 
these complaints fixed up, we don't expect the construction com
pany to redesign our homes. 

Councilman Schwab: I think the suggestion that was made here 
tonight that these people in this tract meet with Mr. Wright and 
see if they can't iron out this problem; after all it is the 
people in this tract that sould be satisfied, if they are sat
isfied the City Council will be satisfied. 

Mr. Wright: I would be happy if I had the authorization, I am 
an attorney and I am only representing Mr. Albachten. I do not 
represent Princeton Construction Company and I am"sure your City 
Attorney will tell you I have no authority, muoh as I would like 
to at this time, I can't do it. I don't represent them. loan, 
indirectly prehaps, bring about suoh an event but at the present 
time I do not represent the Prinoeton Construotion Company. 

City Attorney Hall: Mr. MoWhiter, could you call a large group 
of your people tog€hher for a meeting here before we talk it over 
::withMr. Wright? I think if we can get the people togehher we can 
find out how many houses are involved, how many complaints in each 
house and what formula we are going to arrive at. 

Councilman Isen: It seems to me that if the State Housing 
authorities were willing to make an inspection of each and every 
house, rather than the five or seven they did and give their rec
ommendations as to what is necessary to make them conform to the 
blueprint specifications and building ordinances, if that was set 
forth in writing, that should satisfy everybody right down the 
line. 

City Attorney Hall: I think we should get a representative 
group and I think the formula of asking the State for and inspec-
tion is good. " 

Mr. Wright: I want to be honest, I would have to tell you, as 
Mr. Albachten's attorney, I would have to give considerable re
search to the problem invQlved as to the inspections by your own 
Building Department. I am referring to the City of Torrance hav
ing passed these houses as having complied with the Building Codes 
of the City, I think we have quite som!ramifications here and we 
are attempting to qlear these matters up, I can see that we do 
not have a formula yet. My offer is in good faith and I will be 
happy to work wit~ anyone you w~nt. 

Mayor Drale: Suppose you inform us by letter and tell us 
just exactly what Mr. Albachten expects to do and maybe we can go 
from there. 

Mr. Wright:.. I am authorized to say this, Mr. Albachten is 
willing to send a foreman out to inspect the seven complaints so 
far that have come through the State Housing authorities, to in-



spect them and to see what his roreman says about the work and 
then to take it up with the parties - on those matters which 
are not disputed. 

Councilman Isen; The whole tract or just on seven houses? 
Mr. Wright: So far as I know of sir is the seven houses, I 

can't ofrer for 135 houses. 
Mr. McWhiter: There are only 32 homes in this particular 

tract. 
Mr. Wright: That limits it even more, I am happy to say. 
Mayor Drale: I would like to suggest that Mr. Hall, ~~. 

Wright, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Stevens and a representative of these 
people meet and come up with some recommendation. Every home
owner in that tract is going to have to be satisfied. 

Councilman Isen: I would suggest Mr. Hall and Mr. Wright get 
together to see whether his principal is willing to g~the 
foreman in the tract, check the houses and do what is necessary, 
maybe that is the formul~, maybe that will be a~l that is necess
ary. I think there is a demonstration of good raith here, the 
matter could be deferred until those matters are taken care of, 
otherwise I can't see where the orrermeans too much when it 
applies to only seven houses, when these were ~erely the guinea 
pigs. 

City Attorney Hall: Mr. Wright, I will check with you to
morrow and get your calendar and set up a meeting. Mr. McWhi ter, 
if you will call Mr s. Giaguinto in my office she will give ,you 
the date of the meeting. 

At 9:05 P.M. Mayor Drale declared a recess. The meeting 
reconvened at 9:25 P.M. 

Communciation . from the Civil Service Board approving the 
establishment or a new classirication of "Superintendent of 
Building~V in accordance with the job description submitted by 
the City Manager. 

Councilman Isen moved the classirication be corrected to 
"Superintendent IOf Building" and that the Council approve the 
classification. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote of those present. 

Mr. Bartlett read the following communicat ion from the Civil 
Service Commission regarding James S. Dresser and Cecil Smith: 

"The members of the Civil Service Board have given careful 
consideration to the testimony pr e sented at the hearing conduct
ed April 14th on the suspension of James S. Dresser, Building 
Inspector, and Cecil W. Smith, Assistant Building Inspector, and 
are in agreement 'tha t conditions exist in the Building Depart
ment which need correcting, and have reached the following con
clusions: 

1. It was very obvious to this Board that the Building 
Inspectors have not been given sufficient instructions to 
properly perform their duties. 

2. That the Chief lBuilding Inspector, James S. Dresser, was 
not thoroughly familiar with the requirements of the Uniform 
Building Code. 

3. That Cecil W. Smith, Assistant Building Inspector was 
not as familiar with the Code as he should have been, and 
that he was negligent in his duties. 

4. That there is a real need for an In-Service Training 
program for all building inspectors, and the Board re
commends that such a program be institu·ted. 
In view or the above findings, it is the unanimous decision of 

this Board that Mr. James S. Dresser be suspended from his duties 
as Building Inspector, without pay, for a period of 75 days from 
March la, 19 54; and that Mr. Cecil W. Smith be suspended from 
his duties as Assistant Building Inspector, without pay, for a 
period of 60 days from March la, 1954. Upon completion of their 
respective periods of suspension Mr. James S. Dresser and Mr. 
Cecil W. Smith shall be reinstated to their previous positions 
with all rights restored." 



City Clerk Bartlett then read the findings of fact and judg
ment from the B0ard of Review, Civil Service Commission. The 
Board found James S. Dresser guilty as charged, with the except
ion of cha~ges four (4) and seven (7). The Board found Cecil 
Smith guilty as charged with the exception of charge ten (10). 
The findings and judgement were then handed to the Council. 

Councilman Isen moved the cha~ges be read in full. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by those pre
sent. 

Councilman Isen requested City Attorney Hall to read the 
charges and in each case correlate the charges with the find
ings of the Commission, as being guilty or not guilty. City 
Attorney Hall read in full the letters addressed to James S. 
Dresser and Cecil Smith, dated March 12, 1954, setting forth 
the specific charges filed against them, and the findings of 
the Civil Service Board. 

Councilnian Isen moved the charges, the findings and the 
judgement, as read by Mr. Hall, be incorporated into the min
utes of this meeting by reference. Motion, sec onded by Council
man .Blount, carried unanimously by those.present. 

Councilman Schwab moved that in the case of James S. Dresser 
the Council approve the findings of the Civil Service Board, 
excluding the recommendations and the decision. Motion, second
ed by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote 
of those present. 

Councilman Schwab moved that in the case of Cecil Smith the 
Council approve the findings of the Civil Service Board, exclud
ing the recommendations and the decision. Motion, seconded by 
Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote of those 
present. 

Councilman Blount moved that, in view of the findings of the 
Civil Service Board, James S. Dresser be removed from the services 
of the City of Torrance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote of those present. 

Councilman Blount moved that" in view of .the findings of the 
Civil Service Board, Ceoil Smith be removed i'rom ·the services of 
the City of Torrance. Motion, aeconded by Councilman Isen, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote of those pr esent. 

Recommendations of City Manager Stevens: 

PERSONNEL 

That a classification be established for the postion of 
Superintendent of Building, in accordance with attached specifi
cations; that authority be granted for the holding of a Civil 
Service examination for the position at the earliest possible 
time with a starting salary of $600 to $650 per month; further, 
that the residence requirement be waived so that the best possible 
applicant be secured to fill the position. 

That the following be appointed to serve their probationary 
period in the classification indicated: 

Name Classification 

Joseph J. Golias Laborer 
William J. Davis Park Maint. 
Helen F. Stitt Typist-Clerk 
Carroll L. Herman Janitor 

Dept. Effect.Date 

Street Apr. 19 
Park Apr. 26 
Engineer Apr. 26 
Custodian Apr. 26 

Salary 
Schedule 

1st Step 
1st Step 
1st Step 
1st Step 

The following per sonnel have be en promoted, to serve the ir pro- ' 
bationary period in the classifications indicated: 

Cecil C. Powell Asst. Water 
Supt. 

Gordon F. Arnold Water Service 
Foreman 

Mitchell Barosh Fire Engr. 
Clarence R. Flagg Fire Engr. 

Water 

It 

Fire 
Fire 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 
Apr. 

1 

1 

16 
17 

1st Step 

1st Step 

2nd Step 
2nd Step 



The following employees appointed temporarily in classifica
tions indicated, no eligible list being available. 

Cy G. Baily 
Everett L. Snow 

Painter 
Asst.Bldg. 

Inspector 

Paint 
Bldg. 

Apr. 20 
Apr. 16 

1st Step 
1st Step 

Councilman Schwab moved to concur with the recommendations of 
City Manager Stevens under Personnel. Motion, seconded by Council
man Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote of those present. 

Transmittal form from the Planning CoffiWission and City 
Engineer for Tentative Tract Map No. 19103, consisting of 508 
lots to be developed by the Kauffaman Construction Co~pany, west
erly of Tract 19101 and southerly of Edison right-ofway which is 
southerly of 190th Street, recommending approval, subject to the 
following conditions: 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS: A. One bedroom under area in most of typical 
house plans submitted. B-1. Provide adequate fencing on both sides 
of the storm drainage channel (5~ ft. steel wire fence with 12-
inch additional extension of 3 strands barbed wire). B-2. Adequate 
fencing as required around ailil oil wells and/or tank batteries 
(similar to the above fencing requirements). B-3. Remove oil 
derricks; replace gas powered pumping equipment ~ith electric 
equipment. B-4. Provide two paved walkways into park area as 
per Exhibit "a". B-5. Service roadway is to be 34 ft. wide pro
viding for a 6-ft. island between the main highway and service 
road on both sides of Inglewood Freeway. 

Mr. Don Wilson of Kauffman Construction Company requested the 
City Council to approve this tentative tract map as approved by 
the Planning Commission at its previous hearing, with the under
standing tnat it will he the subdividers responsibility that the 
center line of Freeman-Anza be paved from curb to curb in the 
center line. Mr. Wilson requested a statement be entered into 
the record that an attempt will be made by tne City of Torrance 
to see if, ,in any way, by the use of gasoline funds, the City 
could cooperate, at least 25%, in the paving of that street. 

Councilman Schwab moved tentative tract map no. 19103 be 
approved subject to the special conditions listed by the Plan
ning Commission and subject to the conditions the center line 
of Freeman-Anza be paved from curb to curb. Motion, seconded 
by Mayor Drale, carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Isen, Schwab and Drale. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount. 
ABSENT: COUNCIL1mN: Benstead. 

Councilmen Isen asked if' Mr. Blount would explain why he had 
voted against this. Councilman Blount told him he was opposed 
to putting another 508 homes in a private water system when they 
are within the Torrance ,Municipal Water District. 

Transmittal form from the Planning Commission and City Eng
ineer for Tentative Tract Map No. 20348, consisting of 28 lots 
to be developed by James Norris northerly of 182nd Street, west
erly of Tract 15880 and easterly of Tract 19237, recommending 
approval subject to the elimination of Lot 22 and a portion of 
Lot 23 and the continuation or the North-South street. 

Councilman Schwab moved Tentative Tract Map no. 20348 be 
approved subject to the special conditions. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Isen, carried unanimously by roll call vote of 
those present. , 

Transmittal form from the Planning Commission and City Engi
neet for Tentative Tract Map no. 20259, consisting of 72 lots 
to be developed by Landbar Construction Company at the south
east corner of 182nd Streetand Y~kon Avenue, recommending 
approval per Exhibit "B". 



-------------------- ------------------

Councilman Blount inquired if the Engineering Department is 
checking the grade of these subdivisions and lots. City Engineer 
Bishop said they have to meet the approval of the Department on 
the lot drainage before they can go ahead with the building per
mits. 

Councilman Schwab moved Tentative Tract Map No. 20258, per 
Exhibit "B", be approved. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote of those present. 

Transmittal form from the Planning Commission and City Engi
neet for Tentative Tract Map No. 20163, consisting of 83 lots to 
be developed by the Yukon Land Company northerly of 171st Street, 
southerly of 168th Street, westerly of Yukon Avenue and easterly 
of Tract No. 18609, recommending approval, per Exhibit "C". 

Councilman Isen moved for the approval of Tentative Tract 
Map No. 20163, subject to the special condition that Cranbrook 
be made, in its entirety, 54 feet wide. Motion, seconded by 
Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote of those 
present. 

Communication from the Planning Commission recommending 
approval of Mr. Kilgroe's request to set aside a 15 foot grant 
for a permanent access, to be recorded as a part of each lot. 

Mayor Drale referred this to the next Agenda meeting. 

Communication from the Planning Commission recommending 
approval of request of N~. A. V. Rasmussen for a waiver of the 
20' rear yard on property located at 131 Via El Sego, Hollywood 
Riviera, to 16' at one corner of the dwelling. ' 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Schwab, carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Blount, Schwab and Drale. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. DECLINED 
TO VOTE: COUNCILMEN: Isen. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Benstead. 

Communication from the Planning Commission recommending 
approval, per letter marked Exhibit "A", of the request of Mr. 
F. O. Fletcher for permission to build a stable for horses on 
property located on 13.~ acres, Lot 1, Susana Dominguez, at the 
property on the westerly boundary of the City, North of Sepul
veda Boulevard, which is inan .. A-l Zone. 

Councilman Isen moved this request be tabled for further 
information. So ordered. 

Ci ty Clerk Bartlett read title to the following~ 

RESOLUTION NO. 256) 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE TORRANCE 
NATIONAL BANK TO HONOR THE SIGNATURE OF THE 
:MAYOR, CITY CLERK AND CITY TREASURER OF THE 

CITY OF TORRANCE 

Councilman Blount moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote of those present. 

Councilman Blount moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2536. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2564 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COu~CIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE BANK OF 
AMERICA m:TIONAL TRUST AND SAVINGS ASSOCIATION 
TO HONOR THE SIGNATURES OF THE MAYOR, CITY CLERK 
AND THE CITY TREASURER OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

2~l9 



6UU 

Councilman Blount moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote of those present. 

Councilman Blount moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2564. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2565 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 
MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN 
QUITCLAIM DEED TO THE OWNERS OF RECORD OF 
TRACT NO. 18249 OF ANY AND ALL EASEMENTS 
RESERVED IN ORDINANCE OF VACATION NO. 675 OF 

THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Councilman Schwab moved to dispense with further reading 
of the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote of those present. 

Councilman Schwab moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2565. Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present. 

ORDllJANCE NO. 688 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
. OF TORRANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 314. 

Councilman Blount moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Schwab 
and Drale.· NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. DECLINED TO VOTE: COUNC IL
MEN: Isen. ABSENT OOUNCILMEN: Benstead. 

Councilman Blount moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 688 
at its second and final reading. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Schwab, carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL~ 
MEN: Blount, Schwab and Drale. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. DECLINED 
TO VOTE: COUNCILMEN: Isen. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Benstead. 

Councilman Isen said he refrained fr()m voting as this was a 
matter from the previous Council and he also refrained from voting 
on the following Ordinance No. 689. 

ORDINANCE NO. 689 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AMENDING LAND USE ORDINANCE NO. 612. 

Councilman Schwab moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote of those present. 

Councilman Schwab moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
689 at its second and final reading. Motion, seconded by Council
man Blount, carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Blount, Schwab and Drale. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
DECLINED TO VOTE: COUNCILMEN: Isen.ABSENT: COlillCILMEN: Benstead. 

ORDINANCE NO. 690 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AMENDING LAND USE ORDINANCE NO. 
612, RECLASSIFYING THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY DES
CRIBED IN PLANNING COMMISSION CASE NO. 310.· 

Councilman Schwab moved to dispense with further reading of 



the Ordinance. Motion, ,seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote of those present. 

Councilman Schwab moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
690 at its first reading. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Blount, Schwab and Drale. NOES: COUNClIlilEN: NONE. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Benstead. DECLINED TO VOTE: COUNCILMEN: Isen. 

ORDINANCE NO. 691 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY CO liNCIL ,OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE ESTABLISHING CERTAIN TRAFFIC: CON
TROL MEASURES PURSUANT TO ARTICLE IV, ORDINA
NCE NO. 446. 

Councilman Blount moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote of those present. 

Councilman Schwab moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
691, at its first and final reading. Motion, seconded by 
Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote of those 
present. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Councilman Isen said he would like a report from the City 
Attorney regarding Madrid Avenue, as to the proposed ordinance 
regulating trains there. He requested this be placed on the 
next Agenda for the Council's study. 

Councilman Isen said he would also like a report from the 
Street nepartment with reference to the same supject, the question 
of the beautification of either the right-of-way or the outright 
fee that the Santa Fe has on the tracks on Madrid Ave. 

Cou~cilman lsen requested the Parking Commission to have a 
recommendation for the City Council, at the next regular meeting, 
regarding center of the street parking on Torrance Boulevard, 
from Cota to Sartori. 

Councilman Isen inquired if condemnation proceeding had been 
started on Ashley Street. City Attorney Hall advised him the Eng
ineering Department has been attempting to procure easements from 
the people in order to avoid a condemnation action. City Engi
neer Bishop advised they have been trying for months to negotiate 
but have given up hopes. 

Councilman Isen moved condemnation proceedings be instituted 
on this area on Ashley Street and that the City Attorney be author
ized to file the proper action. Motion, seconded by Mayor Drale, 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Isen, 
Schwab and Drale. NOES: COUNClnMEN: Blount. ABSENT: COUNClIlilEN: 
Benstead. 

Councilman Isen requested the City Engineer to have a report 
for the next Council meeting as tq what. can be done regarding the 
6ift·6fu in Walteria, the storm drain that comes from the Dicalite 
property and ends up in the airport. 

Counilman Isen inquired if anything has been done regarding 
traffic control on 101 Highway for about six blocks west of Haw
thorne. 

City Attorney Hall informed him the Highway Commission all
ocated $160,000 in their last budget for the channelization on 
101 Highway. 

City Manager Stevens advised him the State has jurisdiction 
over this highway and that the City has requested this several 
times. 

Councilman Isen suggested AssemltiLyman Vincent Thomas be con
tacted for some help on this matter. 

City Attorney Hall advised him Vincent Thomas has been help
ing; the City has sent resolutions to the Governor of the State 
of California, and everyone else in the state organizations that 
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he knows of, trying to get something done. 
Councilman Isen moved we do it again. Motion, was seconded 

by Mayor Drale. (No roll call was taken on this motion.) 
Councilman Isensaid he will bring this up at the next 

meeting to see what has happened • . 

Councilman Isen said there is a movement underway in the 
Hollywood Riviera section of this City whereby there is an in
tention to bring about a joinder of that section to the Torrance 
Unified Water Districts. These people are already in the Met
ropolitan Wate r Dist. 

Councilman Isen moved the Council go on record as apptoving 
any action from the Hollywood Riviera residents to join the 
Torrance Unified Water Distll:icts •. Motion,. seconded by Mayor 
Drale, carried unanimously by roll call vote of those present. 

Councilman Isen said there is pending from the previous City 
Council the problem regarding the sale of fireworks in the City 
of rorrance by different orgainzations. 

Mayor Drale set 7:00 P.M. Tuesday, May 4th, in the Council 
Chambers as the time and place for an open meeting regarding the 
sale of fireworks in the City of Torrance. Mayor Drale request
ed Fire Chief Benner attend this meeting. 

Councilman Isen said he believed that all agenda meetings 
should be open meetings and should be held in the Council Chambers 
so the citizens could hear the Council deliberate on the matters 
coming before them. 

Councilman Isen said he had hoped to say something about 
his suggestion last Tuesday regarding an Advisory Committee to 
the City Counci~ in view of the lateness of the hour he would de
fer this matter. 

Mayor Drale requested the Engineering Department to find 
some way of eliminating the dip at 2~th and Cabrillo so center 
parking could be permitted on Cabrillo Avenue. He requested 
this report for the next Council meeting. 

Mayor Drale appointed Councilman Isen as Chairman of the 
Police and Fire Commission, Councilman Benstead and Mayor Drqle 
as members of the COlrunission and Councilmen Blount and Schwab 
as alternates. 

Mr. Frank Bottley, 152 Paseo de GraCia, Hollywood ,Riviera, 
requested the Council to do somet~ing about the flooded condi
tions at the 100 block in Hollywood Riviera, he said the resid
ents in the area felt that the City of Torrance, in annexing · 
that section of land, has taken over the responsibility of 
draining the land. 

Councilman Schwab said it was his opinion this problem is 
big enough that a meeting should be .. arranged with the residents 
of this area, the City Engineer and the City Council. 

Mayor Drale requested Mr. Bottley to contact City Manager 
Stevens and advise him when the residents would be able to meet 
with the City Council r&garding this matter. 

Mr. Schoonover, representing the Pacific Hills Homeowner's 
Assoc, said they have heard that the Dicalite Company now has 
before the Planning Board a permit to open up a mine on Madison 
Street, between the City limits and the p~ant that is now exist
ing. Mr. Schoonover said the organization and the people in 
that area want to protest this mine so it will be on record when 
it comes before this Council. 

Mr. Schoonover inquired what had become of the criminal . 
suit that was to be brought against the January Company. 

City Attorney Hall advised Mr. Schoonover there is a civil 
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complaint which is being held up at the present time. 
City Manager Stevens thought this would have to be indepen

dent of the other complaint. "We have the one complaint ready 
pending Mr. Halls letter to Cottage Grove Properties, Inc. that 
Mr. Isen moved on tonight." ~ 

City Engineer Bishop said he had presented a report to the 
City Council and it was his belief the Council had concurred with 
his recommendation that the driveways be lowered, in accordance 
with the survey made by the Engineering Department. 

Councilman Isen moved a criminal complaint be filed against 
the proper parties forthwith • . Motion, seconded by Mayor Drale, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote of those pre sent. 

Councilman Isen said h,e wanted the people to understand that 
by forthwith he did not mean tomorrow, it will require a little 
time. He suggested that Mr. Hall, in answering this letter to the 
contractor, advise the parties responsible of the Council's 
motion and suggest to thelil that if they do not answer within the 
next week he will go ahead with the criminal prosecution. 

Mr. Schoonover presented a letter to the Council which was 
addressed to Mr. and Mrs. Troutman and 1~. and Mrs. Jones, from 
the Cottage Grove Properties, Inc. threatening the people in that 
area for not draining their yards according to their contracts. 

Councilman Isen moved the City Attorney prepare and mail 
to the contractor a proper and appropriate reply. Motion, 
seconded by Mayor Drale, carried unanimously by roll call vote of 
those present. 

Councilman Schwab moved all bills properly audited by paid. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Isen, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

At 11:45 P.M., Councilman Isen moved to adjourn. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Schwab, carried unanimously by those 
present. 

APPROVED: 
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