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Councilman Benstead moved the report be received and filed 
and that the City Manager be instructed to look into the recom
mendations contained in the report. Motion, seconded by Counc il
man Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale requested City Attorney Hall to investigate 
and make a recommendation to the City Council regarding the 
possibility of obtaining t he mineral rights of the beaches. 

Mr. Richard Barclay inquired what disposition was made re
garding Tract No. 18957. Councilman Drale said it was his opin-
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ion the distance frow Yukon to Prairie is too long and that there 
should be a street in there; As an example, he said on the other 
-side of 178th Street they have six streets within this same distance. 

Mr. William Barclay inquired if the Council rules a street 
must go in, if they would be ,allowed to replace one lot with that 
street so they could keep an even lot count down the line. Council
man Drale said if they would meet the ordi nance requirement of 
5,000 square feet they should be able to do that. William Barclay 
said they would have to meet the ,5,000 square foot requirement in 
order to qualify for their loan. . 

After a gene'ral discussion, Councilman Drale moved that Tract 
Map No. 18957 be sent back to the Planning Commission with the 
recommendation fr'om the Counoil that a street be ordered from 187th 
Street to 186th Street. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Blount moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Motion, seconded by Counoilman Spelman, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

At 8:)0 p.m., Councilman Blount moved to adjourn. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimously. 

APPROVJll): 

MAYO~~ANCE 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE· TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
March 9, 1954 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chambers, City Hall, Torrance, California, 
on Tuesday, March 9, 1954, at 8:00 P. M., Mayor Schwab presiding. 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett were: 
COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Drale, Spelman and Schwab. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. Also present were City Manager Stevens and City 
Attorney Hall. 

Councilman Benstead led the salute to our Flag. 

Rev. Patrick J. McGuinness of the Nativity Catholic Church 
opened the meeting with an invocation. 

epose
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Councilman Spelman moved the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
February 23rd the Special Meeting of March 1st and the Adjourned 
Regular Meeti~g of March 2, 1954, be approved as written. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Benstead; carried unanimously. 

Mayor Schwab announced the order o~ business would be changed, 
as the City Attorney had work to complete this evening before 
leaving for Sacramento in the morning. He requested a statement 
from City Manager Stevens regarding the State report which had been 
received regarding building inspections. 

City Manager Stevens: "At the last meeting of the Council a 
report was submitted by the State investigators concerning Tract 
No. 18540 and others in North Torrance. The report was referred 
to the City Attorney and myself for examination and recommendation. 
We have studied the report thoroughly and come to the conclusion 
that there is a need for better supervision, record keeping and 
inspection in our Building Department. I request authority from 
the Counoil to reorganize the Building Department and to institute 
a training program for inspectors. The evidence indioates that 
primarily the responsibility for the trouble in the tracts inspected 
rests on two people, I, therefore, request authority to suspend 
James S. Dresser, Building Inspector, and Cecil W. Smith, Assist
ant Building Inspector, effeotive March 10, 1954, pending a Civil 
Service hearing to determine their responsibility." " 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the request of City 
Manager stevens. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carri
ed unanimously by roll call v~te. 

City Attorney Hall advised the Council that certain aspects 
of the coming election must be passed tonight, and inquired if 
the City Clerk had all the material ready. City Clerk Ba"rtlett 
stated all the election material was ready. 

Mayor Schwab announced this is the time and place for the 
third and final hearing of CASE NO~ 301, petition of H.H. Mattoon 
for a Change of Zone from R-3 (Multiple-family Residential) to 
M-l (Light Manufacturing) Zone of Lots 1, 2 and 4 on the North, in 
Tract No. 9901, situated at the Northeast corner of Crenshaw 
Boulevard and 203rdStreet. 

City Clerk Bartlett said he had the Affidavit of Publication 
and transmittal form from the Planning Commission recommending 
dis-approval of eASE NO. 301. 

There being no written or oral prdtests, Councilman Spelman 
moved the hearing be closed. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission in disapproving CASE NO. 301. Motion 
seconded by Coun¢ilman Drale, carried unanimously by roll call ' 
vote. 

Mayor Schwab announced this is the time and place for the 
third and final hearing of CASE NO. 306, petition initiated by 
the Planning Commission for a Change of Zone, from A-I (Light 
Agricultural) to R-l (Single-family Residential) Zone, on the 
following tracts located in the City of Torrance: Tract Nos. 
18852, 16326, 1748), 17197, 17024, 19208, 18882, 17132, 19108, 
19245, 15272, 18594, 18098, 16554, 16898 (except Lots 1 through 
12, inclusive), Tract 19237 (except Lots 1, 2,76,77 and 78), 
Tract 16607 (except Lots 1, 2, 38, 39, 40, 41, 68 and 69), Tract 
15880 (.except Lots 73 through 90, inclusive), Tract 15837 
(except Lots 1, 2, 2), 24, 25, 2b, 47, 48, 49, 50, 71 and 72), 
Tract 18767 (except Lots 1, 2, 23, 24, 25, 26, 47, 48, 49 and 50}, 
Tract 17838 (except Lots 26, 27, 28, 29, 60, 61, 62 and 63), Tract 
18715 (e.xcept Lots 1, 2 J 3, 45 and 46), Tract 18771 (except Lots 
21, 22 and 2)), Tract Ib132 (except Lots 1 through 8, inclusive 
15 through 22 inclusive, and portions of Lots 9, i2, 13, 14 2j 
24, 32 and 33f. (Note: The description of Tract 18852 pertains' 
only to the Change of Zone on Lots 48 through 81 and a portion of 
Lot 82). 



City Clerk Bartlett said he had the Affidavit of publication 
and transmiMal form from t ·ne Planning Commission recommending 
approval of CASE NO. 306. . . 

There being no written or oral protests, Counc~lman Spelman 
moved the hearihg be closed. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Benstead, carried unanimouslY by roll call vmte. . 

. Councilman Spelman moved to concur with the recomm~ndat~on of 
the Planning Commission in approving CASE NO. 306. Mot~on, second
ed by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll c~ll vote. 
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Mayor Schwab announced the time had come for the Public Hear
ing on the Vacation of Wal~ay in Tract Nos. 14202, 14579 and 
16962. 

City Clerk Bartlett s~id he had the Affidavit of Publication 
and a letter from City Engineer Bishop recommending this vacation
ing. 

Oral communications were called for. Mr. Jack White and Mr. 
Lawrence Gotte, both residents from this area, stated they were in 
favor of this vacationing. 

There being no written or oral protests, Councilman Drale moved 
the hearing be closed. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved the City Attorney be instructed to pre
pare the necessary ordinance ordering this Vac'ation, with the pro
vision the City reserves the right to utility easements. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously bf roll call 
vote. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

Franchise stateme~t from Tide Water Associated Oil Compa~y, 
in accordance with the requirements of Ordinance No. 127 and 
County of Los Angeles Ordinances Nos. 1014 and 1351, for the per
iod January 1, to and including December 31, 1953, together with 
their check in the amount of $211.43. 

Councilman Biount moved t.his statement be referred to the 
City Attorney. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously. 

Franchise statement from Southern California~dison Company 
for the calendar year ended December 31, 1953, in accordance with 
the requirements of Ordinance No. 407, together rwith their oheck 
in the amount of $25,833.59. 

Councilman Drale moved the statement be filed and the check 
deposited with t he City Treasurer. Motion, seconded by Council
man Benatead, carried unanimo.usly. 

Communicati~from B. F. Johnson tendering his reSignation 
as a member of the Recreation Commission. 

Councilman Blount moved the resignation be accepted and that 
a letter of thanks be forwarded ~o Mr. Johnson for his past 
services. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried un
animously. 

CommunicatIon' from the North Torrance Civic Improvement 
Association, Inc., requesting McMaster's Park be developed as a 
recreational playground for the people ·of North Torrance. 

Councilman Spelman moved this communication be referred to 
the Recreation Commission for their recommendation. Motion, 
seoondedby Coun,cilman Benstead, carried unanimously. 

Request of the Chamber of Commerce that the rental fee be 
waived for use of the Civic Auditorium fora meeting sponsored by 
the Retail Merchants Division of the Torrance Chamber of Commerce, 
entitled "Meet the Candidates" to be held on Thursday, April 8, 
1954, between the hours of 7:00 P.M. to 11:00 P.M • . 

. Councilman Drale mOl ed t .he request be granted, providing the 
date is available. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

City Clerk Bartlett advised the Council the Chamber of 
Commerce has agreed to pay the custodian charge. 
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Request of Director of Recreation Van Bellehem for per
mission to hire Mrs. Madoline Tracey of Gardena to assist him in 
the developing of an active teen-age group. 

Councilman Dralemoved this request be forwarded to the 
Civil Service Board for their recommendation. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Communication fr0m Water Superintendent McVicar regarding 
installation of water mains between 236th and 238th Streets. 

Councilman Benstead moved this communication be referred to 
the next Agenda meeting for further study. Motion, seconded by 
Councilman Spelman, carried unanimously. 

Recommendations of City Manager Stevens: 

PERSONNEL: 

1. That William L. Johnson, having successfully passed the 
Civil Service examination, be appointed to serve hll:.spro
bationary period as Captain in the Fire Department, effec
tive March 1, 1954, in the second sala,ry step. 

2. Frank Cook, Recreation Maintenance Foreman, has tendered 
his resignation, to be effective March 19, 1954. 

Councilman Spelman moved to concur with the recommendations of 
City Manager Stevens, items one and two, under Personnel. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved a :~letter of thanks be forwarded to 
Frank Cook, for his past services to the City. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously. 

APPROPRIATIONS: 

1. For purchase of a new G~M.C. Diesel Bus, ordered last 
fall, the sum of $18,300.01. 

2. To the Truckaway Corporation, for delivery of 'new bus 
from factory to City Yard, the sum of appro,ximately 
$605.00. 

3. For puchase of equipment and materials for changing the 
radio frequency for the Torrance Fire Department, the 
sum of $1,919.91. Matching funds in the same amount 
will be appropriated by either the State or Federal 
Government agencies. 

4. That funds be appropriated for t -he following improve
ments at the Torrance Park Ball Field: 

(a) 
(b) 

(c) 

Main backstop -- $986.00 
Fencing outfield and installing two smaller 
backstops -- $1,650.00. 
Fence along Santa Fe tracks -- $750.00. 

(From Capital Outlay Funds) 

Councilman Spelman moved to concur with the recommendations 
of City Manager Stevens, items one through four, under Appropria
tions.Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unani
mously by rolL call vote. 

Communication from City Engineer Bishop recommending the 
City accept easements for the construction of sanitary sewers and 
appurtenances in the Hollywood Riviera Sewer Distric~ No.1. 

Councilman Spelman moved the communication be filed as a 
matter of record. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried. 
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Communication from Assistant to City Engineer ~atr~ck ~ub
mitting petitions for the creating of a 1911 Act Sewer Job 1n the 
area lying northerly of 190th Street, westerly of Crenshaw Boule
vard soutperly of 185th Street and easterly of Ermanita Avenue, 
said' area to be known as North Torrance Sewer Dis~ri~t N,o •. 2. The 
signatures on these petitions represent 211 lots of a poss1ble 358 
parcels or 58.94% of the properiy in this area. 

Co~ncilman Drale moved the communication be filed as a matter 
of record. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelma~, carried. 

Communication from Assistant to City Engineer Patrick sub
mitting the following letter from the Los Angeles :County Healt):l 
Department regarding their survey of the area known as the North 
Torrance Sewer District No.2: 

"COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

241 North Figueroa Street 
Los Angeles 12, California 

March 3, 1954 

Honorable City Council, 
City of Torrance, 
City Hall, 
Torrance, California. 

Attention: Mr. John R. Patrick, 
Assistant to City Engineer. 

Gentlemen: 

Subject: North Torrance Sanitary Sewer District No.2, 
City of Torrance. 
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RECOMMENDATION: It is respectfully recommended that sanitary sewers 
be installed in this District. 

ANALYSIS: This department has made an investigation of the 
North Torrance Sanitary Sewer District No. 2 as 
shown on the attached map. 

During the course of this investigation one hundred house to 
house calls were made. Of this number, twenty-three were not at 
home or did not answer the door. Out of the seventy-seven pro- . 
perty owners or tenants actually contacted, twenty-six or 33.7% 
reported that they have had trouble with their individual sub
surface sewage disposal systems. They complained of the seepage 
pits filling up, causing raw sewage to back up into house plumb
ing fixtures or overflow onto the surface of the ground; also 
the fact that frequent pumping and cleaning out. of the pits was 
necessary and the construction of new seepage pits. The soil 
within the area of this proposed sanitary sewer dist~ict consists 
of adobe with compacted beach sand and sea shells at depths of 
approximately fifteen to twenty feet. This type of soil does not 
provide good leaching action for any type of sub-surface ~ewage 
disposal system. 

I, the undersigned, Health Officer of the Coun-py of Los Angeles, 
and who have been officially designated by the City Council of the 
City of Torrance to perform public health services for the City of 
Torrance, recommend that proceedings be instituted at once for the 
installation of sanitary sewers in this district, as an improvement 
necessary to the protection of public hea+th~ . 

This recommendation is made pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 2808 of the Streets and Highways Code. 

LCH:vr 

Very truly your~, 

/s/ Roy O. Gilbert, M.D. 
Roy O. Gilbert, M.D. 
Health Officer 
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ex.cc. City Council 
cc: John R. Patrick, Asst. to 

City Engineer, City Hall, 
Torrance 

Dr. R. O. Gilbert 
Dr. B. A. Kogan, 

Torrance Health Center". 

Councilman Drale moved the communication be filed as a 
matter 'of record. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously. 

Communication from Assistant to City Engineer Patrick re
commending that Barnett, Hopen and Smith be retained as Assess
ment Engineers and that the necessary contract be drawn between 
them and the City of Torrance. 

Councilman Spelman moved to concur with the recommendation of 
Assistant to City Engineer Patrick. Motimn, seconded by Council
man Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Communication from Assistant to City Engineer Patrick advising 
the Council that in connection with the North Torrance Sewer District 
No.2, two resolutions will be presented at the Council Meeting of 
March 23, 1954, one finding and determining that sanitary sewers 
are a necessity in this area, and the other instructing the City 
Engineer to prepare plans and specifications for the construction 
of sanitary sewers in the North Torrance Sewer District No.2. 

Councilman Spelman moved this communication be filed as a 
matter of record. Motion, seconded by Coun.cilman Drale, carried 
unanimously. 

Letter of transmittal from the Planning Commission and City 
Engineer, recommending approval of Tentative Tract Map No. 20101, 
consisting of 18 lots, to be developed by A. D'Amato, Easterly of 
Reynolds Drive, Southerly of Sepulveda Boulevard, Northerly of 
Tract 18369 and Westerly of Tract 17132. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation of 
the Planning Commission in approving Tentative Tract Map No. 
20101. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

Letter of transmittal from the Planning Commission and City 
Engineer, recommending approval of Revised Final Subdivision Map 
No. 18957, consisting of 110 lots to be developed by Southern 
Properties Develppment Company along 187th St'reet south Edison 
Co. right-of-way from Yukon Avenue west to Cordary Avenue, subject 
to th~ following special conditions: (A) Lots 68, 79 and 90 must 
be surrounded by a five-foot redwood fence (on three sides); Lots 
40,44, 54, 64, 75, 86 and 97 will b'e permitted to have a side yard 
setback of 4 ft. (B) Extension of north-south street as outlined 
above. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation of 
the Planning Commission in approving Tract Map No. 18957, subject 
to the special conditions mentioned. Motion, seconded by Council
man Spelman, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Transmittal form for Planning Commission CASE NO. 305, 
petition of Russell M. Shearman for a Variance to erect and operate 
a gasoline service station in an R-3 (Multiple-family Residential) 
Zone at the N.E. corner of l74th Street and Prairie, South 125' of 
West 150' of Lot 1, La Fresa Tract, reoommending disapproval. 

Mayor Schwab announced that the Council, at the regular meet
ing of February 23rd, had granted a two-weeks continuanoe to 
March 9th on this Case. He inquired if anyone wished to speak re
garding this Case No. ,05. 



Mr Lee Warburton 11639 Weddington, North Hollywood, re
presenting Mr. Shearma~, expressed his appreciation to the Council 
for granting the two-weeks continuance on this Ca~e • . He stated 
they were going to try and show that t~e acquisit~on of this area 
for the freeway has established a hardship on the part of the . 
applicant as he had ·planned to use this property . for income um.ts. 
Mr. Warburton said his associate,Mr. Jack Groark, was prepared to 
submit verbally and in writing, an appeal from the Planning 
Commission deci~ion to deny this application for a Variance. 

Mr Groark said "The property involved . in this subject Case 
is an u~improved par~el of land ~aving a frontage of 125' on 
Prairie and 150' on 174th Street. This parcel is a portion of 
approximately 2~ acres owned by the applicant, Mr. Russell . 
Shearman. Mr. Shearman invested in this land with the hopes that 
it would some day be ready for development; however, with the 
coming of the Sepulveda Freeway a new factor has been added, which 
is the reason this Variance is before you gentlemen for approval. 
If the public welfare did not demand the Sepulveda Freeway be 
built Mr. Shearman would not be reque~ting " a Variance, because 
this property would be ready for residential income property. This 
freeway will cross Mr. Shearman's land in such a manner as to 
isolate a triangle of land at the -lnortheast intersection of Prairie 
and 174th. It is obvious that Mr. Shearman's property is prejudic
ed in an unusual manner and is now different in character from the 
other three corners at this intersection". Mr. Groark submitted 
a letter for the record from the Great Western Savings and Loan 
Association in which they refused to make loans for the con
struction of residential apartment buildings on this property due 
to the fact the Sepulveda Freeway will traverse this particular 
block on a diagonal alignment. Mr. Groark said Mr. Shearman has 
more at stake than any of the new home owners in the area .and he is 
entitled to consideration the same as they are. Mr. Groark stated 
if this Variance is granted they will stipulate there will be no 
general repair of' automobiles, no body and fender work, no car 
washing, nothing but the sale of ·oil and gas, and that the entire 
development will be maintained in a first ... ~lass condition at all 
times. Mr. Groark said it was his opinion the developer made a 
mistake in putting single family residences on a main state. high
way, intersected by a secondary, Prairie Avenue. Mr. Groark re
quested the Council appeal the Planning Commission decision and 
grant the Variance requested in Case No. )05. 

Mr. Jack White, 4308 West l78th Street, speaking on behalf of 
the North Torrance Civic Improvement Association, stated they were 
definitely opposed to the granting of this Variance within 8/10 of 
a mile, as they already have nine servic~ stations and they did 
not feel it was necessary to have the tenth. Another point Mr. 
White brought to the attention of the Counoil was the fact that 
the total value of all the homeowners protesting this Variance 
was much greater than the value of a piece of property 125' x 150'. 

. Mr. Richard Lizer, 4007 West 175th Street, said it was his 
op~nion no new evidence had been presented since the Planning 
Commission recommended disapproval of this Variance. 

Mr. Patrick R. Fonnell, 400) West 175th Street, stated he 
and all his neighbors were opposed to this Variance beoause they 
were worried about the safety of' their Child.ren. He said they 
were all G. I's and they couldn't afford to sell their homes 
and move, and this gasoline servioe station would create con
siderably more traffic on their street. 

Mr. Redding, 4001 West 175th Street, Arthur Billings, 4002 
West 174th Street, Mrs. Lizer, ~007 West 175th Street Milan Drale 
of' North Torrance all objected to. the granting of thi; Varianoe. 
Mayor Sohwab inquired how many other people present were opposed 
to this Variance. Approximately twelve others stood. . 

There being no other protests, Counoilman Benstead moved the 
Hearing be c~osed. Motion, seconded by Couticilman Spelman, 
carried unan~mously by roll call vote. 
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Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission in disapprov~ng Variance requ~sted in 
Case No. 305. Motion, seconded by Counc~lman Drale, carr~ed un
animously by ' roll call vote. 

. At 9:15 p. m., Mayor Schwab declared a ten-minute recess. 
The meeting reconvened at 9:25 p. ,m. 

Transmittal form for Planning Commission Case No. 299, 
petition of Richard R. Mann for a Variance to erect church and 
Sunday school buildings, with parking space~ for same, on 171st 
Street between Yukon and Prairie Avenue, be~ng Lot 27, La Fresa 
Tract, except 100' East side and 110' West s~de in an R-l Zone, 
recommending approval, subject to the extens~on of 172nd Street 
being reserved for street purposes. 

Mr. John Molville, 3765 West 171st Stree~, sa~d he was 
representing a delegation of property owners ~n th~s vicinity 
who are opposed to the action of the Planning Commission in 
approving this Variance. Mr. Molville requested the people op
posing this Variance to stand. Approximately 25 or 30 people 
stood. He introduced into the record a letter stating their 
reasons for opposing this Variance and a plot plan showing the 
residences in close proximity to,the property involved in this 
Variance, which map showed the overwhelming majority of home
owners in this R-l Zone ebject to the action taken by the Plann
ing Commission in approving this Variance. 

Mrs. Barbara Campbell, 17021 Ainsworth, said in her opin
ion this was a very undesirable location for the church. She 
said this is a family dwelling neighborhood and should stay that 
way. . 

Mrs. Brooks, 174th Street, said she was not here to protest 
the church, but she did not think there should be so many churches 
in such a small area as there would be no chance to get a good 
membership from such a small area. Mrs. Brooks said she did not 
believe they were governed by a Council of Churches as the other 
denominations are. Otherwise they would not be allowed to build 
in such a small area. ' . 

Mr. Henry Beladesatell, 16915 Ainsworth said his main objec
tion was that ,this would cause a great influx of traffic, which 
would be a hazard to the children in this area. He said he 
bought his home in thi,s particular area because it was zoned R-l, 
and he requested that it be kept R-l. . 

Rev. Rood, representing Mr. Mann, ' said he wished to speak in 
favor of this Variance. He stated the entire Planning Commission 
has thoroughly investigated the circumstances surrounding the 
request for this Variance and has recommended approval. Rev. Rood 
said. this particular property is large enough to offset and allow 
for plenty of parking. He requested the group in favor of this 
Variance to stand. Approximately 15 to 18 people stood. He said 
there had been a rumor started that the congregation of this 
church were oolored. He wanted the people to know that they were 
not. He said there would be plenty of parking space, so there 
would be no tratfio hazard. Rev. Rood said they ,have been unable 
to find any other property suitable for 'their ohurch, and request
ed the Counoil to approve the action of the Planning Commission 
and grant this Variance. , 

Mrs. John Crane said she had been very aotive in this and 
she had never heard such a rumor as Rev. Rood mentioned, she said 
the people requesting this church at this location do not Ii.ve in 
this neighborhood and said she doubted if they would want a church 
built right next to their homes. . . 

, Mr. Charles Likewise, 3759 West 171st Street said he bought 
his property as R-l and wished it kept that way. , . 

Mr. Howard.Allen, 3774 West 171st Street said he had just re
cently moved into his place because he knew it was built up as a 
single f~ily area; otherwise he said he would not have put 
$16,000 into his home. He stated he had no objections to ohurches 
but did not believe he needed one right outside his door. ' 



Mr. Milan Drale, of North Torrance, stated the people in this 
area are opposed to this Variance. Mr. Drale said other churches 
are having problems, too, but they are looking for property so they 
might place their church in the right place and not in an R-l Zone. 
He said they wanted churches in North Torrance, but maintained 
they follow the rules the same as individuals and obtain property 
in the proper zone. 

Councilman Spelman moved the hearing be closed. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Benstead, oarried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

Mayor Schwab said he would like to say a few words. He stated 
he wanted to be fair. The transmittal form showed 17 approvals 
and no protests. However, there were many protests to this 
application. Mayor Schwab said his main concern was good planning 
and he did not feel that putting this church in an R-l Zone was 
good planning. 

Councilman Drale moved the Variance requested in Case No. 299 
be denied. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, oarried un
animously by roll call vote. 

Communication from Attorney Harry S. Apter, representing 
Princeton Construction Corporation, who constructed the tract 
known as "Crenshaw Gradens", denying the charges made by the State 
investigators in the. current investigation of this tract. 

Counoilman Drale moved the communication be filed as a matter 
of record and turned over to the City Attorney. The communication 
was reoeived. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried un
animously. 

Mr. Apter requested he be allowed to make a few comments re
garding the letter and the investigation. 

Mr. Apter: ffI, am the attorney who wrote the letter. I did 
not realize it would be read at the Council meeting this evening. 
The letter was hased upon the facts presented to me by my client. 
I would like to say at the outset too tit is very easy to criticize 
Building Departments. It is very easy to oriticiee builders. It 
is very easy to make oharges, but when it comes to the proving of 
those charges possibly some difficulty may be encountered. We 
have heard a lot here tonight about values of property beoause 
people are objecting to Variances, beoause they think it will de
preciate their property. They were objecting to a gas station, 
they tried to vary a paroel of land so that it would oome into the 
area where the homes were purchased. We realize many of the people 
here have bought homes and have invested their life savings. We 
have not built any G. I. homes. I want you to know that these 
are not G. I. homes. They were not built under the Veterans 
Administration or the F. H. A.. Yet these people did invest their 
money, and I would like to ask that there be some caution in the 
remarks that are made by the people who are somewhat over zeal-
ous in their criticism of other people, and I am not going to 
speoify any. The minute you get up here and make a statement 
that your house is not good, that it is not well constructed, 
that it is oonstruoted contrary to oodes, and that house is identi
fied in a~y one locality in the City of Torrance, the value of 
that property is bound to drop. That's a very serious thing 
I'm not saying it with any degree of trying to make anyone f~el 
bad, I just w~nt to have it understood-I want everybody to real
ize- that when they point to their own house as being a bad 
house let them try to sell that house and see what happens. We 
~re advised a lot of people in this neighborhood are not complain
lng,of ~heir houses: T~ey think they have good houses and they 
don t llke the impllcatlon that the whole traot is bad and poorly 
constructed. I believe that when the facts are established we 
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will establish that those houses are of better construction than 
the general run of houses, and just beoause some investigator 
whether he be from the State Housing Division or whether he b~ an 
investigator.for the ,c~nt:actor's Lioense Board, makes a general 
statement, wlthout speclfYlng how he reaches his conclusions-
makes. such a statement and gets it into the papers- that doesn't mean 
that lt is true. 
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In conclusion, gentlemen, I would like to say that we are' sincere 
in saying we want to cooperate with this investigation and w:e be
lieve that after the investigation is completed, the value of 
these houses which we built in this particular tract-I'm not talk -
ing about any other tract- will be back where it should be. 

Those houses are good houses, and we'll prove that they are good 
houses." 

At the Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission held on 
Wednesday, March 3, 1954 the Planning Commission reviewed and 
made recommendations on the following rilatters: 

(a) A l1cation of requesting per-
mission to construct a x' square foot) home on Lot 
31, Block 2, Meadow Park Tract, located in the 24,200 Block of 
Park Avenue in Walteria. The lot in question is 25'- x 127'. 
It was moved, seconded and unanimously carried that the request 
of Thomas K. Fitzpatrick, be denied, unless he agrees to increase 
the square footage of his proposed house up to a minimum of 600 
square feet, and further that he observe a 3' side yard setback 
requiremen t. 

Councilman Spelman moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

(b) Reguest of S. D. Boice to move a single frame dwelling 
24' x 31' (744 square feet) onto the rear of his property, locat
ed at 1737 Greenwood, situated in a R-2 (Two-family residential 
zone). The request of Mr. Boice was unanimously recommended to 
the City Council for approval, provided the exterior of the dwell
ing be stu~co painted to improve its appearance. 
. Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendations of 

the Planning Commission. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

(c) Reguest of Mrs. Mary Moore for permission to move a 
frame dwelling from Los Angeles to 23652 Ward St •• The building 
is 24' x 30', structurally sound, but is slightly under the 
minimum square footage requirement. The applicant is a widow 
living alone and does not require the additional area that 

would be necessary to bring it up to Building Code Standards. Fur
ther, the dwelling is to be located on the rear of the lot. It 
was moved, seconded and un~imously carried this matter be recom
mended for approval to the City Council. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission. Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

City Clerk A. H. Bartlett said he wanted to thank the electors 
of Torrance for their expression of confidence during the filing 
date for his office. Also, in accordance with Section 1710 of the 
Elections Code, he is filing pension petition for City Clerk as a 
matter of record because of insufficient signatures. Mr. Bartlett 
said he wished to publicly thank the circulators, as well as the 
many hundreds of friends who signed the petition and hopes they 
will give him a vote of confidence on April 13, 1954. He promised 
to give all citizens the best service possible. 

Councilman Drale moved this be filed as a matter of record. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously. 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2508 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
'I'ORRANCE, CALIPORNIA, DE'I'ERMINING THAT THE 
PUBLIC INTEREST AND NECESSITY DEMAND THE 
ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION OF CERTAIN 
MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENTS, AND MAKING FINDINGS 

RELATIN G THERETO. 



Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried un
animously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2508. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2509 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CLTY OF 
TORRANCE APFROVING ELECTION PRECINCTS AND 
APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION OFFICERS FOR GENERAL 

MUNICIPAL ELECTION APRIL 13, 1954. 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading 
of the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2509. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by rotl call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2510 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE REQUESTING THAT FUNDS RECEIVED BY THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, UNDER SECTION 6816 OF THE 
PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE, BE DISTRIBUTED IN PART 

TO THE STATE BEACH AND PARK FUNDS. 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with furthe~ 
reading of the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2510. Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried unanimouslv 
by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2511 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT,. ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM ALLAN H. JUCKES 

AND JOAN C. JUCKES. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2511. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2512 

RESOLUTION OF 'l'HE CITY COUNCIL OF 'IHE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND 
CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, THAT 
CERTAIN EASEMEN'l' DEED FROM ROBERT H. SINGER AND 

ADA M. SINGER. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2512. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2$13 

HESOLU'I'ION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CI'I'Y OF 
TORHANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOH AND 
CITY CLEHK 'I'O ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF 'IHE CITY,THA'l' 
CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM NEWTON T. BASS. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2$13. }lotion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2$14 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TOHRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND 
CITY CLERK TO ACCEP'l', ON BEHALF OF. THE CITY, THAT 
CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM LAURENCE C. WING AND 

JULIETTE K •. WING. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolutioh. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2514. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote • 

• 
RESOLUTION NO. 2$1$ 

RESOLUTION OF THE CI'l'Y COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIREC'I'ING 'rilE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEP'I', ON BEHALF OF THE CI'l'Y, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM RAYMOND E. GRADY, 

IDA F. GRADY, AND ROY D. GRADY. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2515. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2516 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF. THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM MAURICE G. WILSON 

AND MAXINE H. WILSON. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried un
animously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2516. Motion, seconded by Councilm~ Spelman, carried.unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2$17 

RSOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIREC'IING THE 
MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF 
OF THE CITY, 'l'HA'l' CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM 
WILLIAM O. FISCHER AND NANETTE FISCHER. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 



Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2$17. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carr-ied unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2$18 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CEETAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM DONALD V. MONTOOTH 

AND LUCILLE A. MONTOOTH. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 

unapimously by roll call vote. 
Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 

2$18. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2$19 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM CLYDE A. MOORE 

AND MARGARET H. MOORE. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved ~for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2$19. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
lyby roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2$20 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 'THE MAYOR AND 
CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, THAT 
CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM RICHARD L. BATES AND 

EILEEN J. BATES. 

Councilman Orale moved to dispense with fUrther reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the Adoption of Resolution No. 
2$20.. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2$21 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM HAROLD BENJAMIN 

STANGER AND ANN MAY STANGER. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the. adoption of Resolution No. 
2521,. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2$22 

RESOLUTION OF' 'rHE CITY COUNCIL OF 'rHE CITY OF 
TORR~~CE AUTHORIZING M~D DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND 
CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, THAT 
CERTAIN EASEMENT DEiIID FROM REX D. HAYES AND 

MARGARET LILL HAYES. 
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. Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously b~ roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2522. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2523 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE ACCEPTING THAT CERTAIN TEMPORARY 
EASEMENT FROM REX. D. HAYES AND MARGARET LILL 
HAYES DATED JANUARY 30, 1954, FOR SEWER PURP~SES. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the .Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption.of Resolution No. 
2523. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2524 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM WILLIAM J. 

GASPER AND NATALIE D. GASPER. 

Councilman Prale moved to dis?ense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2524. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2525 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
'llORRANCE ACCEPTING THAT CERTAIN TEMPORARY EASE
MENT FROM ELLIS E. WOOD AND FERNE H. WOOD DATED 
FEBRUARY 25, 1954, FOR SEWER PURPOSES. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded b~ Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2525. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2526 

RESOLUTION OF 'I'HE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM CHARLES K. CURREY 

AND PATRICIA L. CUR HEY • 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolu tion. Hotion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Prale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2526. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, ca rried unanimous
by r oll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. ~ 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TOHRANCE AU'I'HORIZING AND DIREC'I'IhG 'I'HE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CER'IAIN EASE!"iEN'I' DEED FROM REXFOHD DAY, 

WILLI»l F. DAY AN D MILDRED J. DAY. 



Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, ca.rried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2527. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2528 

RESOLUTION OF THE CI'I'Y COUNCIL OF 'l'HE CI'l·Y OF 
TOHHANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK 'l'0 ACCEP'l', ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM MARGARE'l' L. 

LOVELOCK AND M. KA'I'HLEEN CHURCH. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously b;y roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2528. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous-

C~ ly by r.oll call vote. 

RESOLU'l'ION NO. 2529 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 'l'HE CIT-Y OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CI'l'Y CLERK '1'0 ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CI'lY, 
THAT CER'I'AIN EASEMENT DEED FROM MARVIN ROSS AND 

LORAYNE S. ROSS. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unamiously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2529. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2530 

RESOLU'1'ION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CIT.y OF 
TORRANCE AU'l'HORIZING AND DJRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CI'l'Y CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEHENT DEED FROM GORDON W. CAMPBELL 

AND MARGARET O. CAMPBELL .• 

Councilman Drale moyed to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2530. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2$31 

RESOLUTION OF 'l'HE CI'l'Y COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AU'1'HORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EAS~~NT DEED FROM ROBERT W. SEMOS 

AND BEATRICE SEMOS. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2531. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, ca.rried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2532 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 'IHE CI'l'Y OF 
TORRANCE AU'I'HORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEl'lEN'f DEED FROM DONALD L. GILLIS 

AND Il~A G. GILLIS. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2532. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLU'I'ION NO. 2533 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM CURTIS K. COOL 

AND VIVIAN G. COOL. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2533. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2534 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUKCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TOR RAN CE AU1'HORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK 'I'O ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CER'I'AIN EASEMENT DEED FROM HADOOCK-ENGINEERS, 
LIMITED, A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2534·. Motion, ; .seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote~ 

RESOLUTION NO. 2535. 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR · 
AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM FREDERICK W. ZENS 

AND JANIS M. ZENS. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2535. Notion,. seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous

ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2536 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM RAYMOND M •. 

HEMPHILL AND ESTELLE G. HEMPHILL. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 

, unanimously by roll call vote. 



Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2536. Hotion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2537 

RESOLUTION OF 'IHE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CI'l'Y CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM RAYMOND M. HEMPHILL 

AND ESTELLE G. HEMPHILL. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further re·ading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2537. Xotion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2538 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CI'l'Y CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
THAT CERTAIN EASEMENT DEED FROM ELMER M. LUTHER, 

JR. AND MARJORIE E. LUTHER. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seoonded by Counoilman Spelman, oarried 
unanimously by rol] call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2538. Motion~ seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

ORDINM~CE NO. 677 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CI'l'Y COUNCIL OF THE CI!J.'Y OF 
TORRANCE PROVIDING FOR THE. CARE AND MAINTENANCE 
OF TREES, SHRUBS AND PLANTS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY 
IN 1'HE CITY OF TORRANCE, PROHIBITING CUT1'ING, 
'I'RIMMING OR PRUNING TREES OR PLANTS BELONGING 
TO THE CITY, AUTHORIZING THE PARK SUPERINTENDENT 
TO DESIGNATE CERTAIN TREES AND PLANTS TO BE 
PLANTED ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN 'lHE CITY:. PROVIDING 
FOR A PENAL'I'Y FOR THE VIOLATION OF 'I'HIS ORDINANCE 
AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLIC'l' HEREWITH. 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried un
animously by roll call vote • 

. Councilman Benstead moved for t he adoption of Ordinance No. 
677 at its second and final reading. Motion, seconded by Council
man Drale, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

ORDINANCE NO. 678 

AN ORDINANCE OF 'l'HE CI'lY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TOHHMJCE READOPTING ORDINANCE NUMBEHS 611 AND 
552 TO CORREC'I' ANY UNCERTAINTY THAT MIGHT EXIST 

AS TO THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SAID ORDINANCES. 

Councilman Blount moved to dlspense with further reading of 
the Ordinance. f!lotion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried un
animously by roll call vote. 

Councilman BJ.ount moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
678 at its second and final reading. Motion, seconded by Council
man Drale, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 6,79 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING LAND USE ORDINANCE NO. 612, 
RECLASSIFYING THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY DESCRIBED 

IN PLANNING COMMISSION CASE NO. 290. 

Councilman Spelman moved to dispense with further reading 
of the Ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Spelman moved tor the adoption of Ordinance No. 
679 at its second and final reading. Motion, seconded by Council
man Drale, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

ORDINANCE NO •. 680 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING LAND USE ORDINANCE NO. 612, 
RECLASSIFYING THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY DESCRIBED 

IN PLANNING COMMISSION CASE NO. 291. 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading 
of the Ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman. Ben-stead moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
680 at its second an4 final~eading. Motion, seconded by Council
man Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

ORDINANCE NO. 681 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING LAND USE ORDINANCE NO. 612, 
RECLASSIFYING THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY DESCRIBED 

IN PLANNING COMMISSION CASE NO. 295. 

Councilman Blount moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Blount moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
681 a.t its second and final reading. Motion, seconded by Council
man Benstead, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

ORDINANCE NO. 682 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TOBRANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 466. 

Councilman Spelman moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. . 

Councilman Spelman moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
682 at its second and final reading. Motion, seconded by Council
man Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

ORDINANCE NO. 683 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 503. 

Councilman Blount moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Ordinance. Motion, seconded by Couneilman Drale, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Blount moved for the adoption fo Ordinance No. 
68) at its second and final reading. Motion, seconded by Council
man prale, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 



ORDINANCE NO. 685 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNI~, 
ORDERING, CALLING, PROVIDING FOR AND GIVING NOTICE 
OF A SPECIAL ELECTION TO. BE HELD IN THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ON THE 13TH DAY OF APRIL, 1954, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF 
SAID CITY PROPOSITIONS TO INCUR BONDED INDEBTED
NESS BY SAIn CITY FOR CERTAIN MUNICIPAL IMPROVE
MENTS, AND CONSOLIDATING SAID ELECTION WITH THE 
GENERAL MUNICIfAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON SAID DATE. 

Councilman Spelman moved to diapense with further reading of 
the Ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously by roli call vote. 

Councilman Spelman moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
685 at its first reading. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, 
carried unanimously. by roll call vo.te. 

ORAL COMMUNCIATIONS 

City Clerk Bartlett said he had just been handed petitions 
from owners of property in portions of Tracts No. 397 and No. 15 
in the City of Torrance, to institute proceedings, under the 
provisions of the Streets /le Highways Code of the State of Calif
ornia, designated and known as the "'Improvement A.ct of 1911-, for 
the construction of sanitary sewers, laterals, manholes and other 
appurtenant work and all necessary incidentals. 

Councilman Drale moved the petitions be received and filed 
and the Engineering Department ordered .to proceed with the nec
essary steps to institute, proceedings under the -Improvement A~t 
of 1911".. MO,tion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried un
animously by roll call vote. 

City Plerk Bartlett said he had just received the following 
official registration of the registered voters of Torrance: 
(Matter of record) 

Democrats ---------------
Republicans --~---------
Independent-Progressive--
Prohibition -------------
Miscellaneous------------
Non Partisan-------------

10,195 
6,133 

11 
, 14 

29 
690 

Total--- 17,072 

, Councilman Drale moved the necessary steps be taken to get a 
traffic signal at Crenshaw Boulevard and 101 Highway. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. . 

City Manager Stevens advised the Council that . Vincent Thomas 
is doingeverythlng he can to help the City on this problem and 
that Mr. Hall is going to requeS't a complete study be made of High
way 101, from border to border. 

Mr. Schoonover, representing the Pacific Hills Homeowners 
Association, requested the Council do something about the Variance 
granted the Torrance Sand /le Gravel Company, and requested this 
complaint be put on the record. He stated they are pushing the 
dirt down over the fences of the property owners in this area. 
Mr. Schoonover said t he company claims they are not operating out 
of their Variance, but this .. dirt is causing damage to property. 

Mr. Stevens said it was his opinion that what the ' Torrance 
Sand /le Gravel Company is doing is in accordance with the Variance, 
in filling so the water will drain back towards their own pits 
rather than down on these peoples property. The only way they 
san do this is to fill up. They are trying to better the situation, 
and it will protect the people once this is completed. Mr. Stevens 
advised the Council he would investigate this problem tomorrow. 



Mayor Schwab said he would like to commend the Street Depart
ment for the fine job they are doing cleaning up the streets in 
the City, and requested Chief of Police Haslam to have his "boys· 
help keep them this way. Chief Haslan stated his Department has 
been alerted and will cooperate. 

Mayor Schwab announced the Council has received the resign
ation of Fred Cook, one of the members of the Civil Service Board, 
and presented the name of Steve Schmidt, co-owner of the Star 
Furniture Company, to fill the vacancy • 

. Councilman Drale moved to concur wi th the recommendation of 
Mayor Schwab. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Mayor Schwab said inasmuch as the resignation of Mr. Johnson 
was, received tonight, he would like topre~E:!nt the name of Mrs. 
Anne E. Collins of North Torrance, to fil·l the vacancy on the 
Torrance Recreation Commission. He stated Mrs. Collins has been 
very highly recommended. 

Councilman Drale moved to 'concur with the recommendation of 
Mayor Schwab. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Mayor Schwab: "Some time ago Mr. Patrons:ky missed three 
Recreation Commission meetings in a row, then he came back. Then 
he miss~d three more meetings in a row again. If you will read 
the minutes of the last meeting of the Recreation Commission you 
will notice that they took action, inaSMUch as they vhould have a 
full Commission. Mr. Patronsky called me, and I want this to go 
in the record because there will be a resignation in here from 
him. He is very much concerned about it. He did not want it to 
look as though he was just kicked off ,the Commission. Mr·. Patronsky 
has been under the weather and has been unable to a·ttend some of 
the meetings. However, I am very MUch concerned about seeing 
this Commission up to the full number that it should be. I think 
Mr. Van Bellehem is doing a very fine job here and he should have 
a full Commission. I have a name here I would like to recommend, 
and I will tell you why I am doing it .. - it is because he is a 
man right downtown here. - I feel that some of these days Mr. 
Parrish with all the duties he has, will have to step out, and I 
would like to see someone downtown here who is close by to work 
wi th Mr. Van Bellehem • . I would like to present the name of J. H •. 
Paget, manager of the Newberry Store, and I . think he is a man 
who will do the Recreation Commission a lot of good." 

Councilman Spelman moved to concur with the recommendation of 
Mayor Schwab. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Blount moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

At 10:40 P.M., Councilman Spelman moved to adjourn to 
8:00 P.M., March 16, 1954. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, 
carried unanimously. 

CI~CE 
APPROVED: 

~YOR~ANCB 


