
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
January 12, 1954 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chambers, City Hall, Torrance, California, 
on Tuesday, January 12, 1954, at 8:00 p.m., Mayor Schwab presid
ing. 

Those responding to roll call by City . Clerk Bartlett were: 
COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Drale, Spelman and Schwab. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. Also present were City Manager Stevens and City 
Attorney Hall. 

Councilman Benstead led the salute to our Flag. 

Rev. Northrup of the Baptist Church opened the meeting with an 
invocation. 

Councilman Benstead moved the minutes . of the Regular Meeting of 
December 22, .1953, be approved as written. Motion, seconded by 
Councilman Spelman, carried unanimously. 

Mayor Schwab announced this is the time and place for the open
ing of bids for the improvement of Sepulveda Boulevard, from 
Hawthorne Avenue to Arlington Avenue. City Clerk Bartlett said he 
had the Affidavit of Publication and t he following bids: 

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT OF SEPULVEDA BOULEVARD 

CONTRACTOR 

ENGINEER I S ESTIMA'rE 
BAY DISTRICT PAVING 

CONTRACTORS 
CONTRACTORS ASPHALT 

SALES 
S. A. CUMMINGS CORP. 
GRIFFITH CO. 
WM. C. MASON 
OSWALD BROS. 
SHEETS CONSTRUCTION 

CO. 
C. O. SPARKS, INC. 
SULLY-MILLER CONT. 

CO. 
WARREN SOUTHWEST, 

INC. 

SERVICE CONST. 

Engineer~ Estimate :' 
Total Contract Price 
Incl. Incidentals 

2250 Cu. Yds. 
Excavation 

Unit Total 

$2.00 

1.15 

2.57 
4·78 
0.90 

2.94 

1.20 

1.30 

2.98 

$4,500.00 

2,587.50 

5,782.50 
10,755.00 

2,025.00 

6,615.00 

2,700.00 

2,925.00 

6,705.00 

$55,810.00 
$56,910.00 

9 · Tons 
Penetrating Oil 
Unit Total 

$50.00 

40.95 

60.00 
35.00 
85.00 

50.00 

35.00 

33.50 

40.00 

$450.00 

3,68.55 

540.00 
315.00 
765.00 

450.00 

315.00 

301.50 

360.00 
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PROPOSED 

CONTRACTOR 

ENGINEER'S ESTIMATE 
BAY DISTRICT PAVING 

CONTRACTORS 
CONTRACTORS ASPHALT 

SALES 
S. A. CUMMI NGS CORP. 
GRIFFITH CO. 
W1V1. C. MASON 
OSWALD BROS. 
SHEETS CONSTRUCTION 

CO. 
C. O. SPARKS, INC. 
SULLY-MILLER CONT. 

CO. 
WARREN SOUTHWEST, 

INC. 
SERVICE CONST. 

CONTRACTOR 

ENGINEER'S ESTIMATE 

BAY DISTRICT PAVING 
. CONTRACTORS 

CONTRACTORS ASPHALT 
SALES 

S. A. CUMMI NGS CORP. 
GRIFFITH CO. 
WM. C. MASON 
OSWALD BROS. 
SHEETS CONSTRUCTI ON 

CO. 
C. O. SPARKS, I NC . 
SULLY-MILLER CONT. 

CO. 
WARREN SOUTHWEST, 

INC. 
SERVICE CONST. 

IMPROVEMENT OF SEPULVEDA BOULEVARD (Cont'd.) 

422'0 Tons - Plant 9920 Tons - Untr. 
Mix Surfacing Rock Base 

Unit Total Unit Total 

$5.00 $21,100.00 $3.00 $29,760.00 

5.32 22,450.40 3.26 32,359.20 

5.14 21,690.80 2.995 29,710·40 
5.60 23,632.00 1. 78 18 ,550.40 
5.50 23,210.00 3.50 34,720.00 

--------- ---------
4.80 20,256.00 3.06 30, 35S. 20 

5.1S 21,733.00 2.85 28,272.00 
--------- ---------
--------- ---------

5.54 23,37 8 . 80 2.92 28,966·40 
5.00 21,100.00 3.00 29,760.00 

TOTAL BID 

$55,810.00 
Incidentals: 1,100.00 

57,765.65 

57,723.70 
53,252.40 
60,720.00 

57,676.2'0 

53,020.00 

55,571. 70 
57,925.00 

Councilman Spelman moved the bids be referred to the City 
Manager for his recommendation. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Drale, carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

City Clerk Bartlett read the following: 

Request of Oppert and Forsberg, 1446 W. 186th Street, Gardena, 
California, for refund of $12.50 on the unused portion of their 
Business License No. 4849. 

Councilman Spelman moved the refund be granted. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

Request of Stanford Construction Corporation, 134 West Beach 
Avenue, Inglewood 3, California, for refund on building permits 
number 24968, 24954 and 24949 in the total amount of $12. 00. 

Councilman Benstead moved the refund be granted. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 



Statement from Tide Water Associated Oil Company of pipe lines 
laid during the period July 1, 1953 to December 31, 1953, under 
City o~ Torrance Ordinance No. 127 and Los Angeles County Ordin
ance Nos. 1014 and 1351 •. 

Councilman Drale moved these statements be filed as a matter of 
record. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanim
ously. 

Statement from Shell Oil Company advising no. new installations 
or abandonments were made on pipe line laid under Franchise 

Ordinance No. 328 for the period ending December 31, 1953. 
Councilman Drale moved this statement be filed as a matter of 

record. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanim
ously. 

Notice from the Board of Supervisors of Los Angeles County of 
a public hearing to be held on January 29, 1954, to consider the 
proposed formation of a water conservation zone in the West Coast 
Basin, to be known as Flood Control Zone. II. 

Councilman Drale moved this matter be referred to the next 
Agenda meeting. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried 
unanimously. 

Communication from Shoreline Planning Association of California, 
Inc., regarding recreation at beaches and parks. 

Councilman DEale moved this communication be referred to 
Mr. Van Bellehem, Director of Recreation, for study and recommen
dation to the City Council. Motion, seconded by Councilman Ben
stead, carried unanimously. 

Two communications from General Services Administration,Public 
Buildings Service, 49 Fourth Street, San Francisco 3, California, 
requesting information in regard to the intention of the City to 
purchase the mineral rights within the property known as Lomita 
Flight Strip, Torrance, California. 

Councilman Drale moved General Services Administration be noti
fied the City of Torrance wishes to purchase the mineral rights 
at the Torrance Municipal Airport. Motion, seconded by Council
man Benstead, carried unanimously. 

Recommendations of City Manager Stevens: 

PERSONNEL: 

1. That Paul B. Frantz and William C. Schultz, having success
fully passed their Civil Service examination, be appointed 
as Painters effective January 11, 1954, (one to be perman
ent) at the first salary step. 

2. That Robert E. Daly be appointed to serve his probationary 
period as Police Officer, effective January 1, 1954, at the 
first salary step. 

Councilman Spelman moved to concur with the recommendations of 
City Manager Stevens, items one and two, under Personnel. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

APPROPRATIONS: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

To League of California Cities the sum of $1,125.00 to cover 
dues for the year 1954. 
For City's share of purchase of rescue eguipment for Civil 
Defense and Fire Protection, the sum of $862.80. This sum 
represents 25% of. the total cost of equipment in the amount 
of $3,451.14. This equipment was ordered in June 1952. 
To W. E. Bowen Insurance Company for fire insurance premiums, 
the sum of $553.93. 

Councilman Spelman moved to concur with the 
City Manager Stevens, items one through three, 
tions. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, 
ly by roll call vote. 

recommendations of 
under Appropria
carried unanimous-
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TRAFFIC CONTROL: 

That the City Attorney be authorized to prepare the necessary 
ordinance to establish the following regulatory signs, in accord
ance wi th the recommendation of the Traffic Commission:: 

1. Two-way STOP signs on Sepulveda Service Road at: 

(a) Reynolds Drive. 
(b) Palos Verdes Boulevard. 

2. One-way STOP signs on: 

(a) Palos Verdes Boulevard at Sepulveda Boulevard. 
(b) 'rhornburgh Avenue at Redondo Beach Boulevard. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendations of 
City Manager Stevens, items one and two, under Traffic Control. 
Motion, seconded by CO':.l.Dcilman Spelman, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Communication from City Engineer Bishop recommending the re
quest of owners of six lots on the north side of 164th Street, be
tween Wilkie Avenue and Arlington Avenue, to construct concrete 
curbs and gutters, be granted. Mr. Bishop stated the owners will 
put up the cash for t he construction of the curbs and gutters and 
requeste,d the City Engineer 1 s office be granted authorization to 
do the engineering. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendation of 
City Engineer Bishop. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Letter of transmittal from the Planning Commission and City 
Engineer, recommeding approval of TRACT NO. 19736, consisting of 
112 lots, to be developed by Louis Laramore, from Crenshaw 
Boulevard to Pennsylvania Avenue, between 236th Street and 238th 
Street, with the special condition the drainage is subject to 
approval by the City Engineering Department. 

Councilman Blount inquired if the Engineering Department 
approved the drainage of this tract. City Engineer Bishop ad
vised him this was approved by the Engineering Department. 

Councilman Blount moved for t he approval of TRACT NO.19736. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Letter of transmittal from the Planning Commission and City 
Engineer, recommending approval of TRACT. NO. 19810, consisting of 
}b lots, to be developed by A. & P. Manor, at l67th Street and 
168th Street, easterly of Crenshaw Boulevard, with the condition 
a six foot (6 1 ) steel chain link fence be constructed along the 
northerly boundary of the tract. 

Councilman Drale moved for the approval of TRACT NO. 19810, 
subject to the special condition mentioned. Motion, seconded by 
Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Letter of transmittal from the Planning Commission and City 
Engineer, recommending approval of TRACT NO. 19306, consisting 
of 183 lots, to be developed by the Don-Ja-Ran Construction Com
pany, westerly and southerly of Via Monte d'Oro, southeasterly of 
Calle Mayor and easterly of Palos Verdes Boulevard. 

Councilman Drale said he noticed some of these streets were 
only fortJ feet wide. City Manager Stevens advised the Council 
that at the previous discussions regarding this tract, because of 
the grading problem and the contour of the land, it was agreed 
there would be forty foot right-·of-ways but the paved streets 
will be thirty feet between curb lines and there will be side
walks, curbs and gutters, on each side, which will make it wider 
than the existing streets now in Hollywood Riviera. 



A general discussion followed and Mr. Stevens showed the 
tracing of Tract No. 19306 to the Council. Councilman Drale said 
he hop'ed this would not bring a flood of requests for fortFl foot 
streets from other subdividers. City Manager Stevens st~ted this 
is'hillside problem and did not think it set a precedent. 

Councilman Spelman moved to approve TRACT NO. 19306, Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Drale, carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Spelman and Schwab. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN:: Benstead and Blount. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Transmittal form for Planning Conunission CASE NO. 290, petition 
of Beach Building Corporation for Change of Zone on the E. side of 
Crenshaw Boulevard for a distance of 160' south of and 108' north 
of the proposed extension of 168th Street with a depth of 132.74', 
Lot 49, McDonald Tract, from R-2 to R-3. 

Mayor Schwab set February 9, 1954. as the date f or the Hearing 
on CASE NO. 290. 

Transmittal form for Planning Conunission CASE NO. 291, pet-
ition of Guardian Homes, Inc. and Princeton Construction Corpora
tion for Change of Zone on the west side of Crenshaw Boulevard 
between Cherry Avenue on the North and 170th Street on the South, 
Lot 49, McDo.nald Tract, from R-2 to R-3. 

Mayor Schwab set February 9, 1954, as the date for the Hearing 
on CASE NO. 291. 

Transmittal form for Planning Conunission CASE NO. 294. peti
tion of Irving E. Winther for a Variance to erect four family two 
story unit at 3080 W. IB2nd Street, Lot 18, Hines Tract, Westerly 
153.75' between Florence and Prairie Avenue, R-2 Zone. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Planning Commission in granting Variance requested in CASE NO.294. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Transmittal form for Planning Commission CASE NO. 295, pet-
i tion of Stanford Construction Company for Change of Zone on the 
east side of Crenshaw Boulevard for a distance of 100' North and 
100' South of proposed 167th Street with a depth of 150'. being a 
portion of Lot 49, McDonald Tract, from R-2 to R-3. 

Mayor Schwab set February 9, 1954, as the date for~~e Hearing 
on CASE NO. 295. 

Transmittal form for Planning Commission CASE NO. 297, peti
tion of Moneta Water Company for a Variance to erect office 
building at 2202 W. 182nd Street at SW corner Arlington Avenue 
and IB2nd Street, between Arlington Avenue and Crenshaw Boulevard. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Planning Commission in granting Variance requested in CASE NO. 
297. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

Communication from the Planning Commission requesting the City 
Council to start immediate action for the southerly extension of 
Arlington Avenue from 190th Street. This highway is urgently 
needed to provide ingress and egress between the northern part of 
Torrance and the main business center. 

After a general discussion Mayor Schwab referred this matter to 
the next Agenda meeting and requested Mr. Stevens to have all the 
engineering studies available for the meeting. 

Co~nunication from the Planning Commission recommending approval 
of the request of Robert S. O'Cain to move a two-bedroom frame 
house onto his lot at 2115 West 235th Street, having a square 
footage of 792 square feet. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Planning Commission. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
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Communication from the Planning Commission recommending 
approval of the request of Mrs. Charles Riggio to move two small 
buildings onto the rear of her two adjoining 40' lots on Amapola 
Avenue (1314 and 1318 being the front house numbers) located in 
an R-2 (Two-family Residential) Zone~ each dwelling contains 
572 square feet of floor space. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendation of 
the Planning Commission in granting this request. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

Communication from the Planning Commission recommending a 
refund of $45.00 be granted Eugenia Bogiagis, for filing fee on 
CASE NO. 261, paid on April 20, 1953. 

Councilman Drale moved ,to concur with the recommendation of 
the Planning Commission. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

City Attorney Hall said he had prepared the Stipulation, as 
requested by t he Council, regarding the John Wiley Jones Com
pany, Inc., Western Division. Councilman Benstead requested City 
Attorney Hall to read the Agreement in its entirety. 

Councilman Spelman moved the Agreement be approved. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Drale, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2487 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE REQUESTING TIill BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
TO ORDER THE CANCELLATION OF TAXES ON CERTAIN 
PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY THE CITY OF TORRANCE' FOR 

PUBLIC USE. 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2487. Motion, seconded by :Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2488 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE REQUESTING THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY TO PAVE DOMINGUEZ STORM 

DRAIN CHANNEL. 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2488. Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2489 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE REQUESTING T!ill BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY TO PAVE THE STORM DRAIN IN 
THE PACIFIC HILLS AREA OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale moved for t he adoption of Resolution No. 2489. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Councilman Drale requested copies of these storm drain resolu
tions be forwarded to the Board of Supervisors. 



ORDINANCE NO. 672 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING LAND USE ORDINANCE NO. 612, 
RECLASSIFYING THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY DESCRIBED 

IN PLANNING COMMISSION CASE NO. 265-c. 

Councilman Spelman moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Spelman moved for t he adoption of Ordinance No. 672 
at its second and final reading. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Drale, carried by the following roll call vote:' AYES: COUNCILMEN~ 
Benstead, Drale, Spelman and Schwab. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 8::50 p.m., Mayor Schwab declared a recess. The meeting re
convened at 9~15 p.m. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

City Manager Stevens recommended the bid of Sheets Construction 
Company, in the amount of $53,020.00, for the improvement of . 
Sepulveda Boulevard (from Hawthorne Avenue to Arlington Avenue) be 
accepted as the lowest responsible bid and that all other bids be 
rejected. 

Councilman Benstead 
City Manager Stevens. 
carried unanimously by 

moved to concur with the recommendation of 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, 
roll call vote. 

City Manager Stevens recommended the City purchase a Class "20011 

National Cash Register accounting machine, the total cost includ
ing tax will be approximately $4233, it will take six months to have 
the machine built but the company has promised to loan one to the 
City at no charge until the machine is built. 

Councilman Spelman moved to concur with the recommendation of 
the City Manager. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Ci ty Manager Stevens said at the last regular Counci'l Meeting 
bids were received on two parcels of city property. He recom
mended all bids be rejected and that the City Manager be permit
ted to negotiate for t he sale at prices in excess of the highest 
bid received. In other words, the sale would have to be higher 
than any bid received. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
City Manager. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale suggested the minutes of December 8, 1953, be 
amended to clarify the ordering of election supplies and that Mr. 
Bartlett be directed to proceed with the ordering of election 
supplies. 

Councilman Benstead rescinded his motion of December 8, 1953, 
that bids be taken for election supplies. Motion, seconded by 
Councilman Spelman, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale said he would like to submit tlle name of James 
Minter of Pacific Hills to fill one of the three vacancies on the 
Planning Commission. 

Councilman Drale moved an open invitation be sent to the people 
of Rolling Hills to annex themselves to the City of Torrance. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried by the following 
roll call vote:: AYES:. COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount and Drale. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Spelman and Schwab. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Schwab said he thought this was something that should be 
studied and discussed before action was taken. 
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Councilman Spelman moved a letter of thanks be sent to the 
Metropolitan Water District for the very fine weekend trip made 
by the Council, also a letter to the Water, Light & Power Comp
any of Los Angeles, and to Mr. Rufus Fee. Mr. Spelman suggested 
all the signatures of the Councilmen appear on the letter. 
Motion, seconded hy Councilman Drale, carried unanimously. 

Councilman Spelman inquired about the channelization on Pacific 
Coast Highway. City Manager Stevens said there was nothing in 
their budget for this, he thought the only way to get anything 
done on this is to go right to Sacramento. Mr. Stevens recommend
ed a Resolution be adopted at the next Council meeting that 
would go to the Commission and the Governor. 

Councilman Spelman moved the City Attorney be authorized to 
prepare the necessary Resolution as recommended by City Manager 
Stevens. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried un
animously by roll .call vote. 

Councilman Spelman moved the City Attorney put this matter on 
his agenda when he makes his trip to Sacramento. Motion, ' second
ed by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously. 

Councilman Drale moved the necessary Resolution be prepared by 
the City Attorney for the City of Torrance to acq;uire a new court 
house~ and that this matter also be on his agenda when he goes to 
Sacramento. Motion, sec.onded by Councilman Benstead, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Mrs. Duane Wheeler said it was a pleasure to attend a Council 
meeting again, she said she used to come to the Council when she 
wanted something for the Weston Ranch. Mrs. Wheeler advised they 
were selling the balance of the ranch next week and thanked the 
Council for everything they have done to make this possible. 

Mr. Ray McCann, Sepulveda Gardens, thanked the Council for 
erecting stop signs on Sepulveda Boulevard but requested that 
someone look them over as the signs have been erected on the 
wrong side of the street. City Manager Stevens said he would 
have this matter investigated. 

Mr. McCann, speaking on behalf of the residents of Victoria 
Terrace, asked the Council to request Southern California Edison 
Company to put intersection lights along Sepulveda for the streets 
coming out of Victoria Terrace. 

Councilman Blount requested City Manager Stevens to find out 
when the electricity is to be turned on for t he traffic signals 
at Crenshaw and Redondo Beach Boulevard. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln thanked the Council for t heir prompt 
action on the chlorine situation in their area. 

City Manager Stevens suggested a special Agenda meeting to 
held Tuesday, January 19th, to discuss the coming election only. 
Mayor Schwab set six o'clock as the time of the meeting-. 

Councilman Blount moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

At 9::40 p.m., Councilman Spelman moved to adjourn. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously. 

CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

APPROVED: 

. . '. . .... .... .. .... . , . 
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