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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNC II. OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
November 23, 1948 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
Tuesday, November 23, 1948, at 8:00 p.m. 

Mayor Sherfey called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: DraIe, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. Absent: 
Councilmen: None. 

All those present in the Council Chamber saluted the Flag. 

Councilman Jackson moved that the minutes of a Regular Meet­
ing held November 9, 1948 be approved as written. Councilman Drale 
seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

'WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from the Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors advising that a resolution was adopted on November 16, 
1948 authorizing an appropriation of $19,663.00 for the improvement 
of Via Monte D'Oro and other streets within the City of Torrance. 
Matter of record. 

A communication was read from the Torrance Flower Shop enclos­
ing notice of $25.00 business license due the City of Hermosa Beach 
for delivering flowers. He felt that some measure should be taken 
against this unfair practice and if necessary impose the same 
license fee for deliveries made into the City of Torrance. 

Councilman Drale moved that the communication be referred to 
the Council as a whole for study. Councilman Jackson seconded the 
motion which was carried unanimously. 

A communication signed by 201 residents of Seaside Ranchos was 
read protesting against the issuance of a permit for further con­
struction of residences in the tract adjacent to and east of Sea­
side Ranchos in Tract No. 15397. The petitioners assert'that the 
residences are unsightly and do not conform to the high standards 
of the homes in Seaside Ranchos and Hollywood Riviera; and further 
assert that the development of said tract has involved extensive 
excavation, earth moving and embankment, creating a hazard of ero­
sion \Thich, in the event of heavy rainfall, would threaten the homes 
of the petitioners with inunda,tion of earth, debris and refuse which 
would endanger the health, safety and property values in Seaside 
Ranchos. The City Council was requested to immediately stop said 
construction and deny further building permits until the develop­
ment conforms with the high standards ot: homes in Seaside Ranchos. 

Engineer Stevens advised that he had discussed this matter 
with Mr. Rogers, representative of the Palisades Builders, who is 
"Uling to meet with representatives of Seaside Ranchos, the City 
Engineer and City Attorney for the purpose of wo~king out some solu­
tion to this problem. It was Mr. Stevens' opinion that a meeting 
should be held. 

Councilman Powell also had discussed this matter with represen­
tatives of Seaside Ranchos, and he suggested to the protestants that 
at the close of the meeting they appoint three or four from their 
group to represent them at the suggested meeting. 

Clerk Bartlett read a communication from Comdr. Byron Johnson, 
PreSident, Seaside Ranchos Homecwners ASSOCiation, also protesting 
the above-mentioned housing development; and emphaSizing the fact 
that grading work has created an erosion hazard which, in the event 
of a heavy rain, would cause the earth to be washed down thus seri­
ously endangering their homes. 



After some discussion it was decided to proceed with the regular 
order of business and to hear the protestants during oral communi­
cations. 

A communication was read from Rev. P. J. McGUinness, Pastor of 
the Nativity Catholic Church, extending to all members of the City 
Council an invitation to attend the dedication of Nativity School 
at 2371 West Carson Street, on November 28, 1948. 

An appeal from the decision of the Planning Commission grant- - , 
ing a ZOning Variance for cemetery purposes, Case No. 149, signed 
by Palos Verdes Corporation, Southwest Floral Corporation, Empty 
Saddle Club, Southwest Portland Cement Co., et aI, was read. 

Councilman Povell moved that the matter be referred to the 
City Attorney for an opinion on the case and with the recommenda­
tion for immediate action so that a Public Hearing may be held 
within the required time. CounCilman Jackson seconded the motion 
which was carried unanimously. 

After considerable discussion with regard to the hearing, City 
Attorney Smith advised that a hearing could be set pending an opin­
ion on the case. 

Councilman Haggard moved that a Public Hearing be set for 
December 21, 1948, in the Council Chamber, at 8:00 p.m. Council­
man Jackson seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. George V. Powell, who vas in the audience, and had served 
on the City Council for several years, was introduced by Mayor 
Sherfey. 

A communication from City Engineer Stevens was read sub­
mitting the following recommendations for the Council's consider­
ation and approval: 

PERSOllllEL : 

1. That the action of the City Council in its meeting of 
November 9, 1948, in temporarily appointing Robert Faren 
as a Truck Driver, be rescinded pending the preparation 
of a proper classification and the holding of an examin­
ation for the type of work involved. 

2. That Robert Moffitt and Robert Lucas, having successfully 
passed the Civil Service examination for Engineers in the 
Fire Department, be apPOinted to serve their probationary 
period, effective December 1, 1948. '!'he compensation of 
Robert MOffitt to be at the rate of $304.00 per month and 
for Robert Lucas to be at the rate of $277.00 per month~ 
in accordance with the recommendation of the Fire Chief. 

3. That Gordon Northington, having successfully passed the 
Civil Service examination for Captain of the Fire Depart­
ment, be appointed to serve his probationary :period~ effeo­
tive December 16, 1948, at a compensation of ~3l8.00 per 
month. 

4. That an electrician be temporarily employed to assist the 
City Electrician during the months of November and Deoem­
ber, 1948. 

5. '!'hat Councilman Robert Haggard be apPOinted to represent 
the City Council on the Advisory Committee. 

APPROPRIATIOBS: 

1. That $756.44 be appropriated to start the Special Census 
for the City of Torrance. Funds to be allocated from the 
unappropriated reserve. 



2. 

3· 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

For the purchase of road repair materials, the sum of 
$300.00. . 

For the installation of doors to the Civic Auditorium 
rest rooms, the sum of $600.00. (From Public Works Fund) 

For the repair of Recreation Building at Torrance Ball 
Park, the sum of $300.00. (From Public Works Fund) 

For the return of a portion of Building Permit fee to 
Ramo Ki¥amoto, the sum of $6.00. (Building not con­
structed) 

For the return of El ectrical Permit fee to Thomas H. 
Rhoades, the sum of $13.50. (Buildings lie outside of 
Torrance) 

For the return of a portion of Building Permit fee to 
Hahn-St. John, the sum of $30.00. (Building vas never 
started) 

For the purchase of furniture for Police Department, the 
sum of $84 . 50. 

C MISCELLAJiEOUS: 

.... 1. That the City Coupcil officially abandon the old 12" 
oement concrete disposal line lying in Lot R-2, as shown 
on Map of Torrance Tract, recorded in Book 22, pages 94 
and 95 of Maps, in the office of the Recorder of Los 
Angeles County, State of California. This line has not 
been used for many years and is no longer of any use to 
the City as part of its sewer or drainage systems. 

2. That a Quitclaim Deed to the State of California be 
exeouted for the triangular pieoe of property lying 
betveen Lincoln Avenue, Cabrillo Avenue and the Santa 
Fe Railway, approximately 1.93 acres in area, said 
land to be used for an Armory site. 

. . 

3. Th8.t the estimated cost of the Census Bureau tor special 
census in the amount of $2,150.00 be officially accepted 
and authority be granted for following the neoessary 
prooedure for getti~g the census started. 

Councilman Dra1e moved that the recommendations 
Stevens be accepted. Councilman Powell seconded the 
vas carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: 
lIone. ABSElfT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

of' City Engineer 
motion which 
COUNCn.MEN: 
COUNC noMEN: 

A communication was read from the Secretary of the Planning 
Commission advising that at a meeting held November 17, 1948, the 
Commission approved Case No. 149, Petition of K. Sande Senness tor 
a Zoning Variance on approximately 110 acres of land located north 
of the Palos Verdes City limits, east of Crenshaw Boulevard and 
south of Pacific Coast Highway, to permit the use of the property 
for a Memorial Park Cemetery. 

A communication vas read from the Secretary of the Planning 
Commission advising that at a meeting held November 17, 1948, the 
following Tract laps were approved: 

a. Tentati.,.e Tract Map No. 15139, looated at the south­
east oorner of Madison and Newton Streets and con­
taining 59 lots. 
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b. Final Tract Map No. 11732, located at the northwest 
corner of Crenshaw Boulevard and 170th Street, con­
taining 18 lots. 

Councilman Jackson moved that the Council concur -in the action 
of the Planning Commission in approving Tentative Tract Map 110. 
15139 and Final Tract Map No. 11732. Councilman Haggard seconded 
the motion vhich vas carried unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for final reading and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 438 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CI~ OF TORRANCE RELATING TO DISASTERS. 

Councilman Povell moved that further reading of Ordinance 
1I0. ~38 be dispensed with. Councilman Jackson seconded the motioa 
vhich vas carried by the folloving roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL­
MEl: Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCIL­
IID': Ione. ABSEIl'!': COUNCILKEN: None. 

Councilman Jackson moved that Ordinance No. 438 be adopted 
for final reading. Councilman Drale seconded the motion vhich vas 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUBCILJlEN: Drale, 
Haggard, Jackson, Povell and Sherfey. NOES: COUBCILMEI: lIone. 
ABSD'f: COUKCILMElI: .None. ., 

Clerk Bartlett presented for final reading and read title to: 

ORDINANCE 110. 439 

AN ORDDANCE OF THE CITY COUl'lCIL OF THE CI'l'Y OF 
TORRAICE DEFINING AND ADOPTIBG FIELD RtlLES AID 
REGULA~IOBS COVERING OPERATIOB OF THE TORRANCE 
I10IICIPAL AIRPORT IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE; PRO­
VIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIOBS OF SAID RULES 
AND REGULA~IONS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES DEFINED 
ABD SET FORTH IN THIS ORDINANCE OTHER THAN DE­
SIGBA'fEI) IN THE TITLE HEREOF. 

Councilman Drale moved that further reading of Ordinance Bo. 
'39 be dispensed with. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL­
JIEIf: Drale, Haggard and Jackson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Powell and 
Sherfey. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Drale moved that Ordinance No. 439 be adopted for 
tiDal reading. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, 
Haggard and Jackson. BOES: COUNCILMEN: Powell and Sherfey. 
ABSEIrf: COUJlCILMEl'h Bone. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for final reading and read title to: 

ORDINANCE BO. 440 

AB ORDI!fABCE OF THE CITY OF TORRABCE GOVERNIWO 
AJfD REGULATDG THE DRILLma OF 'WELLS FOR, Alm 
THE PRODUCING OF, OIL, GAS AND OT.EER HYDROCAR­
BOBS WITHIB SAID C 1ft, AID 'l'BE ERECT lOB , OPERA­
TIOB, JIAII'l'ENANCE, ABANDONMENT AND REMOVAL OF 
DERRICKS, PRODUCTION EQUIPMENT Atm OTHER STRUO­
TURES AND FACILITIES APPURTENAllT TO SUCH WELLS, 
AID REQUIRDfa THAT CER'1'AIB PERMITS BE OBIfAD'ED 
'fHEREFORj GOVERNIBG AND REGULA'1'IBG THE S'l'ORIlfG, 
!IAlmLDG AND DISCHARGE OF 0 IL AID OTHER FLAJOIABLE 
LIQUIDS, AND THE IWSTALLATIOB, VSE,! JIA:mTElfABOE, 
ABAlIDOBMENT AIm REMOVAL OF SUMPS, HE SERVO IRS , 
PIPING, TANKS AND OTHER STRUOTURES AND FAOILI'IES 
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IN CONNECTION THEREWITH, AND REQUIRING THAT CER­
TAIN PERMITS BE OBTAINED THEREFOR; DECLARING CER­
TAIN CONDITIONS TO BE NUISANCES AND PROVIDING FOR 
THE ABATEMENT THEREOF AND FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF 
THE COSTS OF SUCH ABATEMENT AS CHARGES AGAINST 
CERTAIN PERSONS AND AS LIENS AGAINST CERTAIN PRO­
PERTY; IMPOSING CERTAIN PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLA­
TION OF THIS ORDINANCE; AND REPEALING ALL OTHER 
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH. 

Councilman Haggard moved that further reading of Ordinance 
No. 440 be dispensed with. 

There being no second, Councilman Haggard read a portion 
of the minutes of the meeting held November 9, 1948, when the 
entire Council formally adopted Ordinance No. 440 for fit-st 
reading. He then remarked that, "something has happened in 
this Council when an ordinance is passed by a unanimous vote at 
one meeting for its first reading, and then when it comes up 
for second and final reading, there is no second. I don't know 

, what is wrong." He said that at the meeting last night the other 
Councilmen made a promise to the oil men that they would be 
allowed to draw this ordinance. He continued, saying, "I am 
not one to tell the people vhat to do, but if I vote on an ordi.- . 
nance for its first reading, I am going to knov enough about it 
to follolT it through, and I don't think any Councilman should vote 
on an ord1na.nce at its first reading and then allow themselves to 
be influenced by an organization opposed to it, and permit that 
organization to propose the kind of an ordinance to be drawn. 
It" we are going to have an ordinance it should be drawn by our 
City Attorney. It you fellows are not going to vote on it you 
should explain yourselves, and if you say you have not had 'an 
opportunity to read the ordinance, it is not true." 

Councilman Drale: ~e made no promlse to the oil men". 
Councilman Haggard: "That is not true". 
Councilman Drale: ~e extended a lim1ted time to the oil 

men - they are not going to draw up an ordinance wi thou t the sanc­
tion ot 1Ir. Stevens and Mr. Smith. We made no prom1ses. I, tor 
one, am not going to say I didn't know about the meet1ngs. We are 
going to have an oil ordinance, one that will be satisfactory to 
the people and not detrimental to the oil operators. I d1d not 
make any promises and I am not going to recognize an ordinance 
they are going to draw, but I think they should be shown some 
cons !dera tion. " 

Councilman Powell: "I want to make it clear that three Coun­
cilmen knew I requested that Attorney Sm1th be instructed to draw 
an 011 ordinance. I arranged several meetings w1 th Mr. Smith a.nd 
1Ir. Stevens because I wanted an oil ordinanoe drawn that would be 
air-tight. Mr. Smith prepared an ordinanoe which he said was 
satisfactory. Then I asked 1t the oil operators in Torrance had . 
been notified and I was told they had. It an ordinanoe was pre­
sented vhich they were interested in, we would hear about it soon 
enough, and that 1s the reason the meeting was held last night. 
I knew noth1ng about the meeting unt1l 5:30 last night, at which 
time I was informed that about half the independent oil operators 
in the City ot Torrance knew nothing a.bout the 011 ordinance. 
For that reason, last night, I agreed among the other Counc1lmen, 
w1th one exception, to give them enough time to study the ,011 ordi­
nance. I am not going to see this ordinanoe let down by a pressure 
grou.p, but I am also going to give them a chanoe to study it. 
Therefore, it is for that reason I vi1l not seoond any motion to 
suspend turther reading until I feel that everyone v1tally inter­
ested in the ordinance has had a chanoe to read it". 

Counc1lman Jackson: "It is my opinion, from last n1ght'. 
meeting, that there are many on operators who did not know 
vh8,t vas in the ordinance in time to make protests. I believe 
the extension ot sixtt days to study it is a just one". 

Mayor Sherfey: The reason tor my attitude and aotion is 
ths,t a d.elep'8.t1on ot 011 mAn oame to see me pleatiinp iAAoranoe 

5 



of e,n ordinance ve ",Tere going to rea,d for a second time. ;r under­
stood. t..l:lat when the meetines "ere held there 'Was &. represeptatj,ve 
group, but e,PF 1rently H. 1T8.S not a representa.tive group, so it 
seems to me thf. t their re'1ues t for further delay is !'ea,8on~ble. 
I apologize for not hnv l ng rea,d t h e ordinance. I got a poPy yester-
day to read it thr '.")l) ~~'h " • : " 

.... " Councl1mA,n E'l.ggard.: I "rQuld 1. J}::e to have the JlB.mel'l pf the 
011 companies I or independent opera tors, ,.210 did not leno'tor ebou t 
this matter previouD to its first reading", 

l,w,yor Sherfey,: "I don't t..l:link it is a fair que~ tiOl1. nO,,1 .. 
ever, there "A!>(~ Kenne~' DI1Y J Frapk Kelley, and four gent!emen~ 
no~,! in this audience, I don't kno ... r the ~-r names, " lto said t~ey : vera 
1ndependentoperators. The only thing I l¢ow is tha~ Kepnf3Y Df'I,y 
just received. a copy of his ordinapce on Saturday," 

Councilman Dra,le: "I think these are irreleyant quest1onfl. 
,It is not a question of vho 'Was coptacted, 'Who vall notiried and 
vho 'Iom·s sent a cor.mrunication, It is vheth~r the ~hing i" just 
or not. They are not corporations, they are men who are o~er~t~ 
ing a fe.,,7 l,rells. I knov the large corporations w,re notified, 
but I know men vith one '\-rell '·rho were not notified. I tl11nk a,n 
extension Of~10 months "rill not hurt the finances of the City 
of Torrance. We made no promises. The pe9ple interested sho~ld 
write communi cations stating the ir opinions so ve vr111 I'lot go 
into this haphazardly. n 

Councilman Jackson moved that the second read.ing of Ordi~ 
nance No. 440 be delayed for a l eriod of s1:xty dars, Councilman 
Drale seconded the motion "'hieh vas carried by th~ follo~171p.g roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNClLMEN: Drale, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Haggard. ABSENT: COWClLMENr No:p.e. 

Clerk Bartlett presented fo,r final reading a~d read title to: 

ORD~NApCE NO. 441 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUCNlL Of THE QITY 
OF TORRA,NOE AMENDING SECTION 20 OF ORDnlANCE 
~O. 249, REPEALING SECTION 21 OF SAW ORDI­
~ANCE NO. 249 AND SUBSTITUTING SECTION 3 OF 
THIS ORDINANCE IN ~ PLACE AND STEAD OF SEC­
'rION 21 AS AFORESAID EEREIN REPEALED. 

Councllnian Jackson moved that further reading of Ordinance 
No. 441 be dispensed ,.rith. Councilma.n Drale secollded tile mot:l,.on 
vhich 4as carried by the fol1owing roll call vote, AYE~: CO'(ffl­
CILMEN: Drale, Haggard, JaOkson, Povell and Sherfey. ~OES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNC;ILMEN: None. 

Councilman Jackson moved that Ordinance No. 441 be adopted 
for final reading. Councilman Drale seconded the motioll 'l>Thian 
va.s carried by the fol1o\Ting 1'011 cal1 vote: AYE13; CO'QNCILMEW: 
Dra.le, Ha.ggard,Jackson, Po"rel1 and Sherfey. NOE~: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCn.MEN: None. ' 

Clerk Bartlett presented for final reading and read title to: 

ORIJINANCE NO. 442 

AN ORDINAnCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF TEE CI'tY OF ·. 
TORRANCE Llt:GALIZnm, RATIFYING, CONFIRNING A1.'"ID 
DECLARING VPLID AND LEGAL ALL ACTS AlID PROOEED~ 
INGS OF THE PLANNIHG COI-1MISSION SUBSf,QUENT ' TO 
THE REPEAL BY THE LEO ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA OF lITHE PLANNING ACT OF 1929" , 

Ccmncllman Jackson moved that further reading of Ordinance 
No. 442 be dJsnensed ",ri tho Councl1man Powell seconded the motion 
.. hlch •. Fl:lscarrled by the rolIo"ring roll call vote; AYES: eOUN­
e lLMEN : Dra.1 e, Haggard, J Eteks on, Pove 11 and Sherf ey • NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNClLMEN: None. 



.... ~ 
' ..... 
. ,-
.... ,~ ... 

Councilman Jackson moved that Ordinance No .442 be adopted 
for. final reading. Councilman Powell seconded the motion which 
was carrledby the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Dra1e, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for first reading and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 443 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF IVIASTER AND OFFICIAL PLANS FOR '!'HE CITY OF 
TORRANCE; PRESCRIBING THE MANIER OF ADOPTION 
OF PLANS AND PORTIONS THEREOF AND AMENDMENTS 
THERETO AND THE COMPOSITION AND EFFECTS THERE­
OF; PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISE}mNT AND APPOINT­
MENT OF A PLANNING COMMISSION FOR THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE; DEFINING THE POWERS AND DUTIJi:S OF SUCH 
COMMISSION AND MAKING CERTAIN EXPENDITURES LEGAL 
CHARGES AGAINST THE FUNDS ALLOCATED BY THE CITY 
COUNCn.; AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 309 OF TIlE 
CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Mayor Sherfey a.sked if any members of the Council had read 
the ordinance • 

Councilmen Dra1e and Powell replied in the affirmative. 
Councilman Jackson moved that action on Ordinance No. 443 

be postponed to the next meeting so that members of the Council 
may have an opportunity to read it. Councilman Drale seconded 
the motion which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Powell urged the people to show their a.ppreciation 
of the fine work accomplished by the Torrance Police Department 
during the last year by attending the Annual Police Show which 
is put on for the benefit of youth activities in this city. 

Councilman Haggard moved that the City Attorney be instructed 
to mail to each Councilman a rough draft of any proposed ordinance, 
and after approval thereof, a final draft of the ordinance be 
mailed to each Councilman. Ma.yor Sherfey seconded the motion 
which vas carried unanimously. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mayor Sherfey announced that at 9:00 p.m. the meeting vil1 
recess for a short period to permit members of the Council to 
attend the opening of the remodeled Torrance Theatre. 

Several people in the audience expressed their interest in 
Oil Ordinance No. 440 and urged immediate action on it. 

. Mr. Elder requested that a copy of the proposed ordinance 
regulating the operation of trains vithin the City of Torrance, 
nov in preparation, be mailed to his Comm:1·ttee for approval. 

Councilman Haggard replied that this viII be arranged. 
Attorney Smith explained that some of the points covered 

in the new ordinance will be the use of a flagman and 11mi ting 
the speed of trains down Madrid Avenue, el1m1na. ting the sound 
of bells and whistles, and prohibiting the use of diesel engines 
emitting a gas which is injurious to health. 

At 9:00 p.m. the meeting recessed. 

At 9:30 p.m. the meeting reconvened. 

,/ 
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Clerk -Ba.rtlett read a letter 'Wh1ch h€ had mailed to Bernard G. 
Feldmanrequ8st1ng h1in to be present at this t1ine to discUss with 
the Council his application for a business l1cense for a junk 
collector. . . --. 

Mr. Feldman explained to the Council that his method of oper­
ation 'Will be to advertise and solicit from business houses and 
manufacturers only; that one truck will be used for collecting 
the junk or scrap metal; and that it ,·,111 not be stored in Torrance 
but "'ill be disposed of immed1ately either in Torrance or Los 
Angeles. 

Councilman Haggard moved that Mr. Feldman be granted a license 
for the bus1ness of junk colleotor. Counoilman Powell seconded t.lJ.e 
motion which was carried by the follo'Wingroll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Po'Well and Sherfey. NOES: 
COUNCn.MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

The appeal of Arthur C. King, Case No. 143, from the decision 
of the Planning Commission whioh denied hIs petItion for a Variance 
for the construction of a trailer camp, and on 1Thich action "as 
'-rithheld at the meeting of November 9, 1948, to allov) the Council 
and Plann1ngCommlss1on to inspect the proposed s1te,'Was presented. 

Mr. King declared that the people 1n the area of the proposed 
trailer camp are a1(are of h1s 1ntentions and they have the right to 
protest. 

Mayor Sherfey then read a portion of the m1nutes of November 
9, 1948 dealIng 'With this matter. 

Councilman Drale moved that Mr. King be granted a Variance to 
permit the construction and operation of a tra1ler camp on Lot 12, 
Tract 845. 

Mr. Haig protested this aotion for the reason that the people 
did not want the establishment of trailer oamps in the City of 
Torrance. 

Councilman Haggard seconded the 
the following roll call vote: AYES: 
Jaokson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: 
COUNClLM&N: None. 

mot1on ~-rhich lTas carried by 
COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard, 

COUNCILMEN: None. ABSDT: 

There was considerable discussion on the oil ord1nanoe, and 
the reasons were given for the sixty day delay on the final 
action onOrd1nance No. 440. There vere several in the audience 
who objected to this delay and urged its immediate adopti on. 

Comdr. Johnson, PreSident, Seaside Ranchos Homeo~mersAssoci­
ation, spoke on behalf of the property owners in Seaside Ranchos 
who object to the further construction of residences in the tract 
adJacent to their property saying that the values of their homes 
will depreciate and the extensive exoavation has oreated a great 
hazard. 

The question was asked if there was any way the Palisades 
Builders oan be stopped. 

City Attorney Smith repUed that, "there is a remedy for 
evel'Y wrong, if it 1s a 1rrong - -which is for the courts to decide -
but you cannot stop anything that is legal, you oan make no dis­
oria1na tion. " 

Comdr. Johnson asked if there 1fere any legal steps in the form. 
of an injunction that can be taken. 

Attorney Smith replied that, flit there is no ordinance govern­
ing then you have to resort to the general la1,' . Under the Oharter 
we reserve the right to appeal t o t he Sta te law - if it is a 
matter of municipal affairs the Council has absolute po~er over 
the State la" ~' and so the only l1initation is your Cha.rter and your 
Constitution of the State of California. The matter you are talk­
ing about is a. municipal affalr - your Charter in this regard is 
not self -executing. If it is not self-executing it is done by 
ordinance. " 

Comdr. Jobnson a s].::ed if the State la'" provides for some sort ot 
rl:ldress f or ()~m('J rn ,:.rhose propert :Les are or may be damaged by ad­
.1ac(~nt pl'operty. 



'" ~ .. 

Mr. Smith said, "if it injures ' the property the ovner can 
resort to an injunction" - and that, "no man ca.il use his property 
to the injury of his neighbor. The neighbor's recourse is a legal 
recourse ' in a legal court." 

It was explained that the entire Council and Mr. Stevens had 
gene over the development of Tract No. 15397. The possitllity of 
putting in a retaining wall to alleviate the hazard, and whether 
or not it is in the p01.;er of the City Council to demand Palisades 
Builders to construct such a "raIl, "ra.s also discussed, but it was 
decided to go into this matter at the proposed meeting. 

Mr. Rowan of 5305 Carol Drive stated that the homeowners of 
Seaside Ranchos believe the fair thing to do is to request the 
Council's help in elimina.ting this hazard, but if they do not 
get immediate assurance that a retaining wall will be erected, 
they will go to court about it, but they prefer that the matter 
be handled through the Council. 

There was more discussion with regard to the retaining wall 
and how the Palisades Builders can be stopped from building 
such small houses. 

Engineer Stevens explained that the city operates under the 
Uniform Building Code but the size of a house is not covered by 
the building code, except that ,the minimum requirement in the 
State law 1s followed" and aI,s 0' the s,ize of a home 1s not con­
trolled by the Zoning Ordinance. 

After considerable discussion on the entire situation and 
what action can be taken to remedy the condition, Counoilman 
Powell moved that the City Attorney be instructed to attend a 
meet1ng with representatives of Seaside Ranchos, the City 
Council and City Engineer, and that he be directed to proceed 
at once with ,.rhatever action is decided upon at that meeting. 
Councilman Drale seconded the motion 1o/'hich was carried unani­
mously. 

Engineer Stevens advised that he would try to arrange a 
meeting for tomorrow. 

Councilman Haggard moved that all bills properly audited be 
paid. Councilman DralE~ seconded the motion which 1las carried by 
the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Hagga.rd, 
Jaokson, Powell a.nd Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCn.MEN: None. 

At 10:15 p.m., upon motion of Councilman Hagga.rd,seconded 
by Councilman Powell, and unanimously carried, the meeting ad­
journed. 
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