
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

'torrance, california 
August 14, 1945 

The City Council of the City of 'torrance oonvened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, california, on 
Tuesday, August . 14, 1945, at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson ea11ed the meeting to order. 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger called the roll, those answering 
present being Counoilmen: Powell and Tolson. A.bsent: Councilmen: 
Cucci, Gilbert, and Hitchcock. 

There being no quorum, the meeting adjourned to Friday, August 
17, 1945, at 7:45 P.M. 

ATTES't: 

#'::({~ 
MAYOR OF THE · TY'F'fORRANCE 

MINU'rES OJ!' AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

c:r~?-< ~ 
CITY CLERKo'THEcITY OF TORRiNC 

Torrance, California 
August 17, 1945 

'the City Council of t .he Ci ty of 'torrance convened in an Ad­
journed Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, .Torrance, 
Califo~ia, on Friday, August 17, 1945, at 7:55 P.M. 

Mayor. Tolson called the meeting to order. 

Deputy Clerk Hallanger called the roll, those answering present 
being Councilmen: CuCCi, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. 
Absant: Councilmen: None. 

All those presentin the Council Chamber Saluted the Flag. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved ,that the minutes of a Regular Meet­
ing held July 24, 1945 be approved as written. Councilman Gilbert 
seconded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A report was read from Mr. Dale Riley, Superintendent of 
Recreation" on the request of Mr. Jerry Wilson, Direotor of Todd 
Ship Band, for permission to oonduot weekly danoes in the Civio 
Auditorium, which request had been referred to the Reoreation Com­
mission for oonsideration at a meeting held July 24, 1945. 

. Mr. Riley'S report stated that suoh danoes would not be bene­
ficial to the young people's organization known as TARTAR TOIN, 
whose aotivitiesshould be left entirely to themselves with proper 
oooperation from an adult adVisory board; that the great attend­
anoe from neighboring cities often oreates dissension during the 
dances; and for ~hese reasons reoanmended that the request of 
Mr. Jerry Wilson be denied, which reoommendation was approved by 
the Reoreation COmmission. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the request of Mr. Jerry Wilson, 
for permission to oonduot weekly dapoe~ in the Civio Auditorium 
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be denied. Councilman Cucci seconded the motion, which was oarried 
unanimously. 

The request of Mr. George Mort to opera.te a taxi service 1n 
the Oi ty of Torranoe read at a meeting beld July 24th, was disoussed 
at this time. 

Councilman Gilbert stated that the orr ice or Derense Trans­
portation was granting veterans Certificates of War Necessity to 
operate, providing the Cities would issue them a business lioense. 

Cbief Stroh reported that he had checked on Mr. Mort's record 
and found that he was a veteran or two wars l and that the taxi he 
would be operating was owned by a Downe.y concern. 

A general discussion ensued on permitting outside conaerns to 
operate taxi service in Torrance, Counc1lman Gilbert expressing 
the opinion that perhaps some Torrance 'Veterans might wish to 
establish a taxi service, and therefore was not in favor of grant­
ing a license to a Downey concern. Tbe license fee was also dis­
cussed, it being the opinion that the license fee might be increased 
in view of the rates being charged by the taxi oompanies. 

At tbis time Deputy Clerk Hallanger informed the Counall that 
he bad a aommunication from Miss Marie Bruoe requesting permission 
to operate a taxi in this City and p,roeeeded to read the communi­
cation. Miss Bruoe stated 1n her letter that she would anploy re­
turned veterans as drivers out of re~eet to . her brotber who had 
enlisted from Torrance and. had been killed in action. 

Atter further discussion Counoilman Cucci moved that both 
communications be referred to the Council for consideration and 
action at the next regular meeting. Counoilman Gilbert seconded 
the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

A communication _s read from Mr. Frank B. Bates requesting 
a renewal of h1s permit to live in a house tent on the premises 
located at 24241 Ward Street, Walteria, for the reason that he 
had not been able to secure a clear title to the property. In 
view of this fact Mr. Bates has purchased Lot 10, Blook 2, Meadow 
Park Traot, to whiah there is a clear title. He petitioned the 
Council for permission to have the building permits transferred 
to the above-mentioned property a·nd that he be granted time in which 
to build • . 

Councilman·Gilbert moved that the communication trom Mr. Bates 
'be referred to the City Engineer for recommendation. Councilman 
Powell seconded the motion, whioh was oarried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Dow Chemioal COmpany re­
questing permission to hold adanoe in the Civic Auditorium on 
October 27, 1945, said date being a satuDday. They stated that 
in the past dances had been held on a Friday night whioh had not 
proved. successful beoause of the fact that many employes had to 
report for work early the next day, and oonsequently the attendanoe 
had been small and the revenue poor. 

Councilman Gilber.t said that he had taken up this request 
wi th the TARTAR 'roO Organiz.ation who hold dances every saturday 
night in the Civio Auditorium, and they were agreeable to make a 
ohange if it met wi th the approval of the COunoil. 

Councilman Powell moved that Councilman Gilbert take up this 
matter with the TARTAR TOiN Organizat.ion, and if they we-re agree­
able to the change to so advise the Dow Chemioal COmpany. Counoil­
man Hitchoook seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A oommunication was read from the General Petroleum Corpora­
tion making application for a proposed service oonneotion and meter 
installation to the 16" Metropolitan water Distriot water me1.n on 
the east side of Crensrtaw Boulevard adjacent their Torranoe Re­
finery. Prints were attached showing the proposed oonneotion and 
installation. All expenses in oonnection with this installation 
would be borne by the General Petroleum Corporation. They also 
requested that the water rates suggested in their application be . 
established by the Council sinoe the property of the General Petro­
leum. Corporation is not inoluded wi thin the boundaries of the Muni­
cipal Improvement District No.1. 



Engineer .rain explained that he and water Manager stanger had 
met in conferenoe with representatiyes of ·the General Petroleum 
Corporation but that he had no,t had an opportunity to look over 
the proposed installation. 

Counoilman Cuoci was in favor of allowing the General Petro­
lemn Corporation to have water, provided that when the North Torrance 
Water District is estab11slled, that company should agree to join 
in that ~ater distriot. 

Mr. Plomert, representative of the General Petroleum Corpor­
ation, who was in the aUdienoe, explained that they would not re­
qu1re any laterals nor would there, be any expense to the 01ty 
and that the rates mentioned in their letter were in line with 
the rates charged by the M.I.D. No.1. . 

Arter same d 1scuss1on, Counoilman Hitchcock m<lved that th1s 
communication be held over unt1l the next meet1ng in order that 
the matter could be discussed w1th, the C1ty Eng1neer and Manager 
of the Water Department. Counoilman Powell seoonded the mot10n, 
whioh was oarried un811imously. ' 

A oOIIllltun1cation was read from the Metropolitan water D1strict 
advising that the City of Torrance, on or before the 25th day of 
August, 1945, may elect to payout 01' its munic1pal tunds all or 
any port10n of the amount of the Metropo11tan Water District tax, 
which would othe.rwise be levied upcm property w1thin the city for 
the fiscal year 194~-4o. 

Mayor Tolson moved that. the Metropolitan 'later District be 
notif1ed that the City of Torrance does not wish to payout of 
1ts munic1pal funds all or any port1on of the amount of the· Metro­
politan water District tax for the fiscal- year 1945~46. Counc11-
man Hitohoook seoonded the motion, which was .carried unan1mously • 

.&. cOIIllltunication was read from Mrs. Gonner stating that the 
pump on the oi ty water well (formerly the (]rown Water (]ompany) 
had stopp.dand they had been wi ~hout wat.er for one day. She 
had been a<lvised by the man taking care of the pump that it 
needed repaoking. She also stated that the tank needed cleaning. 
She requested that an extended telephone service be installed in 
her home if she is to continue looking after the oolleotions and 
maintenanoe of the water plant and explained that she is ;in the 
Redondo Distr1ct. 

Mayor Tolson adv1sed that City Eleotrioian Butterf1eld had 
ohecked the pump and it appeared to be working all right. He 
asked for comments and suggestions from the Council as to the 
best way of remedying the cond 1 tio.n of the pump. 

Engineer .rain explained that undoubtedly several hundred dollars 
would have to be expended in the near future for general pump and 
motor overhaul as only partial overhauls had been made sinoe the 
oity took over the plant and undnubtedly there were many worn parts 
to replace. He further explained that the city was not deriving 
enough revenue from the $1.50 flat rate to pay more than the power 
b111, and that if the oity is to maintain this eqUipment, the rate 
should be raised to an amount sufficient to cover complete operation. 

A discussion on estimated water rates followed, and Oouncl1-
man Powell was of the opinion that a sufficient flat rate should be 
'set up to help pay for · its upkeep, or that it should be metered. 

Counoilman Powell moved. that City Engineer .rain be authorized 
to reoanmend an adequate water rate to be oharged consumers 01' that 
Water District and obtain the cost of cleaning out the tank; and 
to invest1gate the possibi11ty of securing an extended telephone 
serv1ce. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

A. communicat10n was· read f'rom the Chamber or Commerce point­
ing out that the Municipal Bus Lines were purohased over a period 
of years by the use of general tunds of the City of Torrance and 
that these funds were not repaid, and suggesting that all monies 
derived from the sale of the Bus Line, amounting to $65,000.00, 
be earmarked for such needed civic 1mprovements, partioularly the 
need 01' a Fire and Police Departments. 
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Counoilman Powell moved that the communioation be plaoed on 
file for future reference. Counoilman Hitohcock seconded the 
motion, which was carried unan~usly. 

A communication was read from the Paoific Coast Building 
Officials Conference calling attention to their 23rd annual busi­
ness meeting, scheduled to be held at Hotel Fresno, Fresno, Cali­
fornia, September 26, 27 and 28, and request1p.g Mr. Glenn M. Jatn, 
who is a member of the Code Changes Committee, be granted pe~ission 
to atten€i. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that Engineer Jain be authorize€i 
to attend the 23rd annual business oonference of the Paoific Coast 
Building Offioials Conferenoe" to be held. september 26, 27 and 28, 
1945, in Fresno, California, with expenses paid. Councilman Gilbert 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: CuCCi, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIlMEN: None. 

A communioation was read from Muxphey and Davis, attorneys 
for Dr. L. M. Ellinwood of 3anFrancisco, protesting the inolusion 
of the Ellinwood Ranoh within the proposed Municipal water Dis­
trict, and requesting a thirty day postponement of the date of 
hearing in order to afford them sufficient time to investigate 
further the question of whether the Ellinwood Ranch will be suf-' 
ficiently benefited if included within the district. 

In conneotion with this request from M~hey and DaVis, a 
communication was read from Mr. Art TaylOJr of Taylor and Taylor, 
Consulting Engineers, who advised that he had a long talk with 
Dr. L. M. Ellinwood, and recommended that the request for an ex­
tension, of ti~e be granted. 

, Councilman Hitchcock moved that Murphey and Davis be noti­
fied that their request for a thirty day postponement of the 
date of hearing be granted. ,Councilman Gilbert seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Walteria Civic Organization 
reqJlesting that t2,lOO.OO, which was set aside in tl1e budget for 
improvement of Neece Avenue, be used for paving said street, and 
explaining that the condition of the street is growing steadily 
worse. 

CoUlic1lman Hitchcock moved ttiat the communicat;l.on be re­
ferred to Engineer Jain for investigation and report. Counoilman 
Gilbert secpnded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication, was read from Mr. A. S. Thompson of Gardena, 
complaining of the lax manner in which Mr. Brand, Bus Operator, 
was driving the bus, and that when Mr. Th~pson remonstrated with 
him the driver was very disoourteous in his remarks. 

Counoilman Gilbert moved that the communioation be referred 
to Councilman Cuoci, Chairman of the Transl'ortation Committee and 
Mr. C. Z. Ward, Manager of the Torrance Municipal Bus Line, for 
investigation. Councilman Hitchoock seconded the motion, which 

,was carried unanimously. 

A communication was reoeived from the Civil Service Board 
enolosing copy of a letter addressed to Mr. H. C. callihlm, Bus 
Operator, from Counoilman Cuooi, Chairman of the Transportation 
Committee of the City of Torrance, advising him thet his services 
yere no longer required by the Bus Department and set forth four 
speoific oharges to substantiate this action. The letter from 
the Civil Service Board read that after hearing the testimony of 
all parties, the members of the Civil Service Board, at an ad­
journed meeting held August 3rd, unanimously 'VQ,ted to sustain 
Councilman Cucci'sdism1ssal aotion, and Mr. Callihan was so ad­
vised under date of August 4th, and the Board recommended that 
the City Counoil uphold Councilman Cucci in dismissing Mr. 
Callihan. 

Co~oil.man Cucci stated that Mr. Callihan had notified the 
Civil Service Board ~hat he would appeal the case, and in vie. of 
this fact, moved that the oomm¥Oication from the Civil Service 



Boa:td be filed for future use. Councilman Powell second:ed the 
motion, which was aarried unanimously. 

A oommunication was read from Mr. H. C. Callihan with refer­
enoe to his dismissal by Councilman Cucci, stating it 1:;1 his con­
tention that no ona oouncilman has the authority to dismiss any 
oity employee. and that there is no city ordinance which provides 
that the Civil Service Board has any legal authorltyto sustain 
action taken by a councilman, and requesting the Council to 
renCier a decision on the legality of this aotion • 

. Councilman Cucci advised that. he hadrece1ved opinions on this 
CiUElstion .from two outside attorneys and now requested City Attorney 
MoCall for his opinion at this time. Attorney McCall inquired if 
he wished a .written or verbal opinion. Oouncilman Powell obje.oted 
to a verbal opinion. .. ' ... . 

Councilman Gilbert moved that Attorney Mccall render a written 
opinion on the legality of the ao:tion referred to in Mr. Callihan'S 
latter, and to submit this opinion at. the next Council meeting to 
be held August 21st. 

Councilman Cucci said he requested a verbal opinion becausa 
the hearing has been set for August .29th. 

Councilman Gilbert asked if the Civil Service Board could not 
postpone the hearing for a day or two. 
. Councilman CUcci oontinued on the subjeo:tof a verbal. opinion, 
saying that since A.ttorney McCall had drawn up the C:ivil Service 
Ordinapce, he believed he was well ~ualified to render an opinion 
at this time. on whether an appointive officer has the right to dis-

. miss an employee. 
In reply to Councilman Gilbert's question on whether the hear­

ing eould be extended, a gentleman in the audience replied that it 
could be ext.ended twenty days, whereupon Councilman Gilbert request­
ed Attd>rney MoCall to submit a written opinion, if it was agreeable 
to the Council. 

Councilman Cucci was persistent in his wish for a verbal opin­
ion. Attorney McCall opined that a councilman does not have the 
authority to discharge a Civil Service anployee and said · that he 
will submit a written opinion on this question. 

Councilman Cucci contended that a councilman can give a dis­
missal notioe and the Civil Service Board can act on .it. 

Councilman Hitchcock seconded Councilman Gilbert's motion that 
aity Attorney McCall submit a written opinion at the next Council 
meeting to be held August 21st., whioh was carried unanimously. 

A communioation was read from C. Z. Ward, Manager, Torrance 
MuniCipal Bus Lines, advising that he had received a copy of 
Councilman Cuooi's oommunioation to Ur. H. C. Callihan stating 
his servioes are no longer required and setting forth four specifio 
charges to substantiate his aotion. In his communication Mr. Ward 
explained that the matter had been discussed at a meeting of the 
Civil Service Board. Upon being asked by the Board to express his 
views on the charges against Mr. Callihan he informed the Board that 
the charges were completely without foundation. The oase was 
thoroughly discussed and he believed the matter had been settled. 
He was later advised by the Board that Councilman Cucoi's dismissal 
of Mr. Callihan had been sustained. Mr. Ward maintained that this 
action is in complete disregard of the oity ordinance pertaining 
to Civil Service Rules and Regulations, and requested the City 
Council to render a decision on this subject. 

Mayor Tolson advised that the opinion to be submitted by 
Attorney McCall will clarify this question. 

Councilman Cucci maintained that not only a councilman can 
prefer charges but a citizen can do likewise, and explained that 
he did not dismiss anyone, but filed charges against him (Mr. 
Callihan). . 

Councilman Powell said that the Civil Service Commission had 
been established by the City Council; that the Board was governed 
by the Civil Service Rules and Regulations, and had the right to 
enforce th~; and that if the party involved in this oase was not 
satisfied with the decis,ion of the Civil Service . Board, "his re­
course is with the courts and not with the Council-. 
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Mr. Babbitt, who was in the audience, explained that Mr. A. 
K. Hill, a former Bus Operato!:, had been ousted from his position 
on charges brought against him by Mr. callihan, and if Mr. Callihan 
had not brought these oharges .8gainst him, Mr. Hill would still be 
driving; and Mr. Babbitt contended if Mr. Callihan could take this 
action, then Counoilman CUcoi had the same right. 

A oommunioation addressed to Mayor 'raIson was read from Captain 
Charles R. Holmes, Civil Air Patrol Commanding, extending an in­
vitation to the Of.fioials of the City 01' 'rorranoe, with their 
families and 1'riends, to participate in a Viotory Military Ball, 
at the Hollywood R1 viera Club, Redondo Beach, on August 25, 1945. 

Deputy Clerk Hallanger p:cesented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1738 

A RESOLUTION OF 'l'HE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, ACCOUNTING .TOTHE ' 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES FOR CERTAIN SALES MADE 
PURSUANT TO AN .EXISTING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
SAID CITY AND THE SAID COUNTY. . 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that Resolution No. 1837 be adopted. 
Counoilman Gilbert seoonded the motio)!)', which was oarried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucoi, Gilbert, 
Hitohcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSEN'l': 
COUNClIMEN: None. 

Counoilman Powell read a report from Fire Chief MoMaster advis­
ing that the fire truck, on its way to a fire, had been held up by 
the ~ta Fe train. No action. 

Councilman Powell read a oommunioation from Chief Stroh with 
reference to emergenoy servioe rendered by the Torranoe HospitaL 
Association. Chief Stroh, who was in the audience, explained 
that when the Police ~ake emergency oases to the hospital, the 
first question asked the patient is if they have enough money to 
pay for hosp~tal service. Chief Stroh said he was under the 
impression that the $50.00 a month paid by the City to the Hospital 
Assooiation, in accordance with contract, was totake oare of such 
emerg~ncy cases, and he asked the Counoil whether the Polioe De­
partment should take such emergency cases to the Torrance Hospital 
or to the Co~ty Hospital. . , 

Chief Stroh also d1.scussed the ambulance service for whioh 
the City pays stone & Wyer~ *~5.00 a. month, in accordance with 
contract. It was his opinion that a patient should be as~ed to 
pay for ,ambulance service, but if ,he oould. not do so, then the 
servioe rendered should apply against the $25.00. Chief Stroh 
asked the Council to clarify these two po1nts. 

After 80me discussion, Councilman H1tchcock moved that the 
City (!lerk be authori~ed to arrange a meetiDg between the Board 
of ~ireotors of the Torrance Hospital Association, the Head Nurse 
and members of the City Council, at a time convenient to all, . 
in order to discuss emergency aid ,rendered by the Hospital Associ­
ation. Counoilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Councilman Powell moved that Stone & Myers be requested to 
render a quarterly report' ,of ambulanoe cases transported to the 
hospital who are unable to pay for suoh servio.. Counoilman Cucci 
seconded the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

CoUncilman Powell read a communication from Mr. Charlas J. 
Long, Radio Service Engineer, advisiDg that on July 15 an addition­
al mobile unit was included in the list of high frequency radio 
communioation equipment which he is serviCing for the Foliee De­
partment, and requesting that the servioing rate be increased, 
retroactive to July 15th, from $10.00 tot12.50 per week. 



· Upon reoommendation of Chief stroh, Councilman Powell moved 
that the re9.uest of Mr. Charles J. Long for an increase in service 
rate, from ,10.00 to $12.50 per week, retroactive to July 15, be 
granted. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, whioh was 
oarried by the following roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCIil~EN: Cuoci, 
Gilbert, Hitohcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIlMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: None. 

Counoilman Powell moved that Paul Oesterle be employed as ae 
War Emergenoy Patrolman, in the Polioe Department, to replaoe A. 
K. Hill, at a salary of $190.00 per month, effeotive A.ugust 9, 194:5. 
Counoilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll. call vote: .. AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, 
Hitohoook, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

, Councilman Powell stated that during Chief Stroh's absenoe on 
vaoation, Captain F. Schumaoher will be in oharge as Aoting Chief 
and is entitled to the Chief's rate of pay for the tim$ serv~d. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropr1ation of $116.81 ba 
made for parts for repairs to the American LaFranoe 750 Gallon 
~per for the Fire Department. Councilman CUcoi seoonded the 
motion, whioh was oarried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: CUoci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCIlMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Powell stated that Engineer Moffitt of the Fire 
Department should receive the Oaptain's rate of pay from August 1 
to 15, inclusive, as he is acting as captain during the vaoation 
of Captain Winters. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriation of $52.68, plus 
tax, be made to cover the cost of laying a oonorete floor in the 
garage at the Walteria Fire Station. Oounoilman Cuooi seconded 
the motion, whioh was oarried by the following roll oall vote: 
A.YES: COUNCILMEN: CUoci, Gilbert, Hitchcook, Powell and Tolson. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Powell moved that Pierce Sohlot.feld, War Emergenoy 
Engineer in the Fire Department, be granted an inorease of $15.00 
per month. Councilman Hitchoock seoonded the motion, whioh was 
oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: CUCCi, 
Gilbert, Hitohoock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Po.well read a communioation from Fire Chief MoMaster 
advising that the lumber yard build1ng located on park Street in 
Walteria, and in later years used as a recreation building, is a 
fire hazard and is unsafe, and reoommending that it b.8 condemned. 

Councilman Powell moved that the matter be referred to Engineer 
Jain for whatever action he deems necessary to elim1nate the hazard. 
Counoilman Hitchcook seconded the mot10n, whiah was oarried unanimously. 

Counoilman Cuoci moved that an appropriation of $68.58, plus 
tax, be made to cover the purchase of three sets of Brake Lining 
from Brake Lin1ng Sales Company. Counoilman Gilbert seconded the 
motion, whioh was carried by the fOllowing roll oall vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Cuoci, Gilbert, Hitohooe;k, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
OOUNCILM1!E: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Cucci moved that an appropriation of $67.9~, plus 
tax, be made to cover purchase of steering gear parts, king , p1ns 
and bushing and pressure plaoe ass~mbly for Bus No. 102, from the 
Crown. Body & Coach Corporation. Councilman Gilbert seoonded the 

-motion, whioh was carried by the following roll call ~te: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitohoock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
OOUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNOILMEN: None. 



Councilman Cucci moved that Francis D. starke, be employed as 
a Bus Operator, on a temporary basis, at a salary of $185.00 per 
month, effective August 1, 1945. Councilman Gllbert,seoonded the 
motion, whioh was carried by the following roll oall vote: ,AYES: 

,COUNClIMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitohcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNClIMEN: None. 

Councilman Cucci advised that the C.I.O. Steel Workers Local 
No. 1414 requested the use of the Civic Auditorium for August 23rd 
for. the purpose of holding an educational conferenoe on a new 

.medical plan, which would be open to tn.e publio free of charge, 
and moved that the request. be granted. Councilman Gilbert seconded 
the motion, wh:i.ch was carried unanimously. 

At this time Councilman Cucci brought up the,subject of the 
sale of the Torranoe Munioipal Bus Line and the aotion taken by 
the Counoil in selling the line at a meeting held July 24, 1945. 
He stated he was not objeoting to the sale but was objeoting to 
the manner in which it was sold, saying,"In the first plaoe·it is 
worth more then $65,000000, and in the second place it is a shut­
out bid.'! 

Councilman Cuoci moved that the aotion of the Council taken 
at a meeting held July 24, 1945, to sell the Torranoe MuniCipal Bus 
Line be resainded. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which 
was defeated by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Cuoci and Powell. NOES: COUNCILMEN: G11bert, Hitchcock and 
Tolson. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Oouncilman CUcoi said he had pleaded that the sale of the Bus 
Line be referred to the people for a vote, but apparently his 
remarks were construed as slanderous; however, at this time he 
wished again to make a motion that the sale of the Bus Line be 
referred to the people to determine their wishes. 

Mayor Tolson explained that the Bus Line had been sold, that 
the agreement had been signed and the papers were now in escrow. 

Oouncilman Cucoi maintained he oould make as many motions as 
he .wished, to which Mayor Tolson replied that he has that right. 

Councilman CUoci moved that the matter of the sale of the 
Bus Line be referred to the people to determine if they wished to 
sell the line or not. 

,Oouncilman Hitchcock asked Councilman Cucci to make the motion 
again, whereupon Councilman Cucci moved that the matter of. the sale 
.of the Bus Line be referred to the people to determine if they 
wished to sell the line. or no~. Councilman l>owell seconded the 
motion, which was defeated by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNClIMEN: Oucci, and Powell. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, 
Hi tchcock and Tolson. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

At this time Councilman Ouoci referred to Deering"s G.eneral 
Lawa, Volume 2, Act 5203, sale and Disposal of Public Utilities 
(Stats. 1921, p.829), Seo. 1-2-3-4-5. 
. Counoilman Cucci maintained that the proper way to dispose of 
a public utility is to draw up an ordinance referring it to the 
people; that a 2/3 vote is necessary; that there must be an 
affirmative. vote before it can be sold; that if it is sold it must 
be to the highest bidder; and that if the Council does not be-
lieve the bid high enough it could withdraw the offer and not aceept 
the bid. 

Act 5203 was discussed between Ooun.cilman Oucci and City 
Attorney McCall. Attorney McCall asked the Council if they wished 
him to r811der an opinion. Councilman Cucci remarked to Attorney 
McCall that, he should know the law since he approved the sale of 
the line. Attorney McCall replied that the Counoil sold the Bus 
Line and addsd the Council had the right to purchase the line and 
did not first obtain a vote of the people to make the purohase. 

A discussion followed on oeiling prices on the busses and 
equipment whioh Councilman Cucci stated should have been taken into 
oonsideration before the Bus Line was sold. Attorney McCall ex­
plained that the Council would be violating a Federal Law if the 
Line had been sold at more than oeiling price and that the equip­
ment had been sold at ceiling prices. 



Counoilman Cucci declared that the matter of the sale of the 
Bus Line should have been voted on by the people in accordance with 
Act 5203 of Deering's General Laws; that the line ·has been sold· 
illegally according to this act; and that he has obtained legal 
advice on this matter and is prooeeding aocordingly. 

Councilman Cuoci moved that the sale of the Bus Line be re­
ferred to the people according to A.ct 5203 of Deeringts General 
Laws. Councilman Powell seoonded the motion. 

Councilman Gilbert did not think there should be any action 
taken until an opinion has been received from AttorBey McCall. 
Attorney MoCall said he did not think Act 5203 of Deeringts 
General Laws referred to a Bus Line, to which CoUncilman Cucci 
replied that it did mention a public utility. 

Mayor Tolson then oalled for a roll oall vote, 
defeated as follows: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucoi and 
NOES: COUNCIlMEN: Gilbert, Hit.ohcook and Tolson. 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

which was 
Powell. 
ABSENT: 

Councilman Cucci then read ·exoerpts from the agreement to 
purchase the Bus Line and a lengthy discussion followed on the 
various points brought up by Councilman Cucci. 

In conclusion Counoilman Cucci stated that in view of the 
illegal procedure of the sale of the Bus Line and in order to 
protect .the rights of the people, he would be failing in his 
duties in allowing the oonsumation of the sale without court 
action,. and oharged the Counoil with malfeasance. 

Counoilman Hi tchcook moved that steve Curtin be employed, on 
a temporary basiS, as Inspector on the 203rd Street Sewer Project, 
at a salary of $1.50 per hour. Councilman Gilbert seconded the 
motion, Ylhioh was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Cuoc.i, G1lbert, Hitchcook, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Tom V. Ireland be employed, 
on a temporary basis, as a ohainman in the Engineering Department, 
to replace Jess smith, at a salary of $1.25 per hour •. C~uncilman 
Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

COuncilman Hitchcock moved that Wilbert Hrdlicka be employed, 
on a temporary basis, as chainman in the Engineering Department, 
to replace John Stack, at a salary of $1.25 per hour. Councilman 
Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIIMEN: CUCCi, Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. 

Counoilman Gilbert moved that Dave Morris be employed on a 
temporary basis, as a Maintenance Man in the Park Department, to 
replace John Jones, at et. salary of $170.00 per month, effective 
July 30, 1945. Councilman Hitchooek seoonded the motion, whioh was 
carrhd by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIIMEN; Cucci, 
Gilbert, Hitchoook, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that Theodore Smith be employed on 
a temporary basis, as a Maintenanoe Man ,in the Park Department, to 
replace Cecil Ingram, at a salary of $170.00 per month, effective 
August 7, 1945. Counoilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, whioh 
was carried by the following rill call vote: AYES: ,COUNCILMEN: 
CUGci, Gilbert, Hitchcook, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson moved that an appropriation of $194.38 be made 
for payment of The Advance Publication for the Chamber of Commerce. 
Councilman Hitchoock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
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following roll oall vote: AYES:. COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, 
Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Hughes, w~o was in the audience, addressed the following 
remarks to the Council,and in particular to Mayor Tolson: -It . 
turned out tonight as I expected and as others expected. I have a 
group ,behind me • •• are representatives of Torrance and we decided 
to wait until the next Council meeting to see if the Council would 
not resoind their motion. We .. ere willing to give the Councilmen 
a better deal than we had been given, but I see that it did not 
turn out that. way. We .ere not given any ohance to express our­
selves. ,The Council has been given every opportunity and we are 
sick and fed up w~ th how things are being run here. A man is 
hired to advise the Counci1 ••• and we are giving ,the Couno~l 
one more chanoe to rescind their action. Next week a oomplaint 
will be filed in the Superior Court. Now you haTe your' ohance, 
we have spoken and we are going to fight it; and furthermore it 
might go further than .that. 'Ie are asking for an inveatigation 
and when .that investigation gets gOing, there is going to be plenty 
uncovered. We will bring you out in your true light. Ie regard 
you as a four-flush.rand a fraud and guilty of malfeasanoe.~ 

Mayor Tolson, angered at these remarks, rapped ror order and 
demanded that Mr. R,ughes be ejected from the Council Chamber. 

Mr. Michels of the Walteria Civic Organization, who was in 
th~ audienae, said that there were two questions whiohhad been 
brought up barore the Council some fiv .. or six mee.tings ago; that 
opinions had been requested but to date none had been given. 

The r,1rst question rererred to was a request for twenty-rour 
hour police proteotion in Walteria, the second question was about 
the proposed Walteria Reoreation Building. 

In reply to the request for polioe protection, Chief stroh 
stated that the lIIotorolaRadio Company had advised him they could 
not supply the :two-way radio set up between \Ilalteria Fire station 
and the Police Station in Torrance. due to the lack of materials; 
however, he has now been advised that within the next sixty days 
the Kotorola Radio ComplUlY will be operating on the same pre-war 
basis and will be able to supply cities with the neoessary equip­
ment. If satisfactory, a two-way radio system oan be installed 
between the ,alteria Fire Station and Torranoe Police Station • 

. In referanee to the proposed Walteria Recreation BuIlding, 
Counoilman Gilb~rt advised that the bids had been rejected because 
they were too high and the readvertising for bids had been authorized 
by the Council. He assured Mr. Michels that the matter had not been 
overlooked or sidetrack,d and that lalteria would get its recrea­
tion building. 

Deputy Clerk Hallanger read a oommunication from Mr. R. I. 
Plomert, ~r.,Chairman, Torrance Industries t Tax Committee recom­
mending that all funds deriv~d f'rom the sale of the MuniCipal Bus 
Lines be· speoifically set aside for the oonstruotion of a muoh 
needed fire-station and poliee-station in the City of Torranoe. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that all bIlls properly audited 
be paid. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: CUCCi, Gilbert, 
Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 10:00 P.M., on motion of Councilman Gilbert, seconded by 
Councilman Hi tchoock, the meet.ing adjourned to TUesday, August 21, 
1945, at 7:45 P.M. 



-----------_._-_ .. _------

Mayor Tolson apologized to the audience for losing his temper 
and said that when a man makes personal accusations he resented 
such remarks. . 

ATTEST: 

MINUTEs OF AN ADJOURNED RmULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE . 

a:~ -;--~ A>I 
CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, california 
. August 21, 1945 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in an Ad­
journed Regular Meeting in the Counoil Chamber, City Hall, ~orranoe, 
California, on Tuesday, August 21, 1945, at 8:00 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson called the meeting to order. 

Deputy Clerk Hallanger oalled the roll, those an •• ering present 
being Counoilmen: Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. Absent: 
Councilmen: Cucci. 

This being an adjourned meeting, the regular order of business 
was dispensed with. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from 1m. H. Stanger, SUperintendent 
of Torrance Municipal Water District No.1 and Glenn M. Jain, City 
Engineer, with referenoe to the applioation of the General Petroleum 
Corporation for proposed meter installation and service connection 
to the 16" Metropolitan water District water main on the east side 
of Crenshaw Boulevard at their Torrance Refinery which was read at 
a meeting held August 17th. Mr. stanger advised that the installa­
tion will not interfere with the service to the Municipal water 
District No.1, and the water rates requested by the General Petro­
leum are comparable to what other industries are paying to the 
Water District No.1. They recommended that the City Counoilre­
quest the Metropolitan water Distriot to make the oonnection to 
the General Petroleum Corporation property line, and that a oOPY of 
the application of the General Petroleum Corporation, together with 
map, be.forwarded to the Engineering Department of the Metropolitan 
Water District for their approval. They also recommended that the 
water rates requested by the General Petroleum Corporation be es­
tablished by ordinanoe or resolution. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request of the General 
Petroleum Corporation be granted in accordanoe with recommendations 
of W. H. Stanger, Superintendent, Water Department and City Engineer 
Jain. COUIloilman Gilbert seconded the motion, whi ch was carried by 
the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Cucci. 

Councilman Hitchcock explained that any funds obtained from. 
the General Petroleum Corporation for water received will be applied 
to the Metropolitan Water District tax covering the whole city. 

epose


