
Mayor 'rolson r8lllarked that, as a matter of fact, this is a / 
ma t.ter in whioh the Uni ted states Government is conoerned and that, 
if it is so desired, the Governma~t . will put in the trackage ra­
gardless of whether the City grants a franchise or permit at a11. 
He /Said that, so far as changing the main line track at this time, 
he thought that would be out of the quest10n and added that he 
personally knOllS ofnoth1ng the Council can do if the Navy de­
c1des to go ahead and put in the ,; trackage. 

Councilman POllell stated that . he 1s in s~pathy w1th the 
people who desire re-routing , of the Madrid street traCk. However, 
he said he felt that no steps should be taken 1n that direotion 
during war time, but that, when the proper time arrives, if he 
remains on the Council, he fuUyexpects to start some movement 
and take action tonrdaccomplishing this desired re-routing of 
the tracks. He said he is not in favor of granting a franchise 
to the railroad oompany • . 

Mr. James J. O'Toole also addressed the Council bl'iefly 
relatIve to the MadrId street railroad track, giving reasona for 
his objectIon to the tracks peing located on that street. After 
milking several ramarks which appeared to cast , reflection on the 
integrity of the Counci1, and his general attitude appearing to 
be antagonistio, !layor Tolson orclered him to confine his remarks 
to facts. Upon h1a refusal, .ayor 'folson ordered him to be 
seated, which he also ref us ed to do. 

Mayor Tolson advised that . the matter will be reported on 
by the City EngIneer and City Attorney at the next meeting. 

Mr. Earl Pisher of Lomita introduced Mr. Harold Ho~ ••• 
Commander of the Air Patrol of the LOmita Plight strip, Mr. 
Holmes requesting that transportation faeili ties be provided to 
transport Torrance students of the C1vil Air Patrol, conducted 
at the Str1p and being n1ght classes, to and f~ the Lomita 
Flight Str1p. He stated that Mr. Ward, Manager of the B~s Lines, 
had advised h1m that the desired result could be aocomplished by 
mak1ng a slight reVision 1n the schedule, and requested that 
the Counc1l autaorizeJ4r. Ward to make thiS ohange. 

Mayor Tolson advised that the matter will be referred to 
Couno1lmanCUoc1, Chairman of the Transportation committee, and 

. J4r~ liard, Manager of the Bus Lines, for recommendation. 

At 8:30 PJM., upon motion of Counoilman Hitohcook, seoonded 
by Counc1lman Gilbert ,the meeting adjourned. 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OP 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

CI~~CiT;~ 

Torrano., California 
May 22, 19"5 

The C1ty COunoil of the C1ty of Torranoe convened 1n a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, C1ty Hall, Torranoe, California, 
on Tuesday , May 22, 1945 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor 'folson called the meeting-to order. 

1.S1-

epose
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Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: CUcci, Gllbert, Hitchcook, Powell and Tolson. Absent: 
Councilmen: Ione. 

All those present In the Counoil Chamber saluted the llag. 

Councilman Hitchcock movri that the Minutes ot a Regular Meet­
ing held May 8, 1945 and· of an JAJourned Regular Meeting held May 
15, 1945 be approved as written. Councilman Gilbert seconded the 
motion, which was oarried unanimousl;y. 

WRI'rTD COMMUNICATIONS 

A ~unication was read trom William Looney, requesting 
refund ot Business License No. 5~9,' stating that said 11oens. 
will not be used due to the tact that JIr. LOoney is leaving town. 

Counoilman Cuoci moved that the request be granted and' the 
refund made. Councilman Hitohcook seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the tollon ng roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: , Oucci, 
Gilbert, Hitchoock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: NOne. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication was read trom the Civil Air Patrol, request­
ing a slight rev1sion in the Municipal Bus Lines schedules for the 
benefit ot a large number of Cadet Students trom the Torrance area 
in attending evening classes at ,the LOmita Flight Strip. 

Councilman Cuoci moved that Mr. C. Z. Ward, Manager, Munici-
. pal Bus.Lines, be authorized to operate a special bus tor this 
purpose. Oouncilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried 
unaniDUilualy. 

A communication, signed by sev •• reSidents, was read, request. 
ing installation ot a boulevard stop on Eldorado street and Crenshaw 
Boulevard, and requesting that a caution sign be placed on crenshaw 
Boulevard. 

Counoilman Hitohcock moved that the request be reterred to the 
Chiet of Police tor recommendation.at the next meeting. Councilman 
Cucci seconded ihe motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read trom the War Manpower CommiSSion, a,\,­
vising that ·the 'Midnight Curtew, established errective 7ebruary.26, 
1945, has been abolished effective Kay 9, 1945. Matter of record. 

Counoilman Cucci·moved that the City Attorney be authDrized 
to check and determine whether or not the courts had handed down 
decisions that it is illegal tor cities to enact and enforce Juvenile 
Curfew Ordinances, and that, if this is found to b. so, eteps be 
taken to repeal the City of 'rorranoe Juvenlle Curtew Ol'dinanee. 
Councilman Hi tchcook seconded the motion, which was carried unani­
mously. 

A oommunication was read from Torranoe Post No. :3251, Ve~erans 
of 70reign Wars, expressing appreoiation for approval by the Oouncil 
of a reoent request made by the Post conoerning the dedication of a 
plot in El Prado Park for memorial purposes, and req~estlng the 
council to partiCipate in the memorial, services scheduled for 
Sunday, May 27, 1945. 

Councilman Cucci moved that the City Clerk be authorized to 
direct a eommunication to the Post, stating that those Councilmen 
who are available on the day abova-menti oned will ~articipate in 
the servioes. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which 
was carrie d unanimous ly • 

At 8:00 P~., Mayor Tolson announced opening of bids for a 
tractor-loader. Clerk Bartlett opened the one bid received, being 
as follows: 



Smith Booth Usher Company, 2001 Santa lI'e A.venue, .Los Angeles, 
Cal it orn 180. 

1 New International Model TD-9 Diesel Tractor, 38.88 drawbar 
horsepower, 60· olc tread, 15- flat track shoes, S roller track 

: frame, oversized front idler, eleotric ,starter, blow t~ fan, and 
standard' equipment, total weight, 17,0601. Prioe •• 16249.00. 

ALTERNATE: 1 New Interns t.io.nal Model '1'»-9 Diesel Tractor, 38.88 
drewbar horsepower, 60- C/C tread, 15- flat track shoes, 5 roll.r 
extended rigid traok frame, oversize front idler, blower type tan, 
electric starter and. standard eqU1vment, inolud1ng -

1 New Hough cable Controled Front End Shoftl, 3/4 au. Yd.. capaoity, 
with all standard equipment., mounted on above tractor, total .. eight, 
15-,5001. Pr10e. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 158O~.OO. 

Couno1lman H1 tchcock moved that a :rive m1nute reoess be d.­
claredtor the purpose 01' allowing the Engineer and Counoil·. to con­
sider the; b1d as subm1tted. 

Upon being informed that an Adjourned Meeting is soheduled 
tor June, S, 1945,Counoilman Hitchcock . 111 thdrew the above motion 
and moved. that the bid be referred to the C1ty Engineer and Council 
as a whole tor report and sotion at the Adjourned Meeting. COun­
oilman Gilbert seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A oommunie&tion was. read from Mrs. Helen Miller and her 
commi ttee, on behalt 01' the Torranoe Chapter Order 01' the Eaetern 
star, expressing appreo1ation for cooperation- and assistance rendered 
by Mr. James Brodie and 1oU'. 7rank Davies in making the reoeption 
held April 26, 1945 tor Mrs. A. E. Kerber, Grand Rll.th. of the Grand 
Chapter, state of California, a success. 

A oommunication waa read trom Frank R. Bates, requesting 
permission to live in a house tent on. his lot at 24241 Ward street, 
Walteria, until· such time as he oan complete a house on the lot. 
H. stated that he has appl1ed tor andereoeived a building permit, 
and is now awaiting neoessary priorities before proceedi~ with 
oonstruotion 01' the house. 

A discussion ensue4· ... a. to whether or not a speoific date should 
be agreed upon. It H8 pOinted out that, in other instances, ~o-
day permlts had been granted. Attorney Mocall advised that, if 
a 9o-day penL1 t is granted this indivldual and he ta11s to bul1d 
dur1ng the time, he can becQmpelled to move out of the tent upo.n 
expiration of the permlt. 

Councilman CUcciJl10ved that Mr. l'rank R. Bates be granted a 
temporary permi t 01' 90-4ays beginning June 1, 1945. to 11 ve ln a 
house tent on hls lot at 24241 Ward Street, Ialteria. COunoilman 
Gilbert seconded the motion, which was oarried unan1mously. 

A. communlcatiQn HS read from W. -B. Iing and W. I. Barnard, 
describing the method of operation 01' a proposed l1ght manufactur­
ing business· to· be located on 213th street east 01' the Construc­
tion Material OODIPay tor the manufacture 01' plastio items. 

It was stated that there will be no odors, dlrt or dust, and 
very l1ttle nOise. 

, Engineer .tain reported that he had talked wi tht~e gentlemen 
interested. in this enterprise, and could se. no objection to grant­
ing them a 11cense if they 11'111 agree to enolose.any machine or 
machines which prove to be a nuisance later on. 

COuncilman Hitchcock moved that a license be granted to W. R. 
Wing and W. I. Barnard tor 11ght manufacturing of plastio items on 
213th Street east 01' the Construction Material CompanY', subjeot t9 
all the terms and conditions contained in their letter, and sUbJeot 
to the oonditlon mentioned by Engineer Jaln relative to agreeing to 
enolose machines Which may prove to be a nuisanoe at a later date. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motlon, which was carried unanimouslY'. 

J.. commun1cation was read from Boy Scouts of Amerloa, requestlng 
use of the facilities, of the Torrance MuniCipal Bus Lines to trans­
port Boy Soouts to Travis Field tor a week-end camping tr1p the 
week-end of May 19 and 20. 1945. 



154 

COuncilman CUooi stated that a detinite operation oost haa 
been arrived at for trips ot this nature, and moved that the re­
quest be granted. Counoilman Hitchcook seconded the motion, whioh 
was oarried unanimously-. 

A communication .. s read trom Mrs. Alioe Benner, proprietress, 
Ali4&'a Beauty Salon, 1215 Il Prado, requesting that steps be taken 
to correot the highly unsani ury am unsightly oondi tion ot the 
alle~ adjacent to her place ot business. She stated that garbage 
is dumped over the ground trom the restaurant and nearby apartments, 
causing disagreeable Mors and many flies. . 

Councilman Gilbert stated that he had investigated this con­
dition and found it to be highly oftensive and dingreeable and 
moved that it be referred to the City Engineer tor investigation 
and recommendation at the next meeting.. . 

, Engineer. Jain reported. that le.ttBrs hali be.en written :to the 
owners of the apartments, and personal approaches made, but that 
no satisfaction bed been gained. He said the apartments are leased 
and that ' there is--oo way to oontrol the tenants. He said the oon­
dition had existed tor sevenl months and has reached. the po1nt 
where C1ty truoks cannot possibly handle it. He said he felt it 
to be a police matter, as the ordinance is being Violated. 

Councilman Hi tohoook moved that the owners of the apartments 
be reque.sted to me.t with the City Council at 7;00 P.M. June 5, 
1945, preceding the Adjourned Meeting, for discussion . of this matter 
with the Oounoil and Ohief of Polioe with the view of arriving at 
some satisfaotory solution to the pro.blem. Councilman Powell 
seoo·nded the moti on, which was carried unanImously. 

Mr. J. A. E.vans, Owner of Evans Gift & Stationary Shop, sub­
stantiated Mrs. Benner's statements. regarding this unsanitary oon­
tU tion. 

A. oommunioation ft.B re8d from the 'forrance Recre.tion Com­
mission signed by Winifred P •• at~on, Secretary, adviSing that, at 
a meeting of the Recreation Commission held May 11, 1945, it was 
decided to recommend to the City Council that the C1ty purchase 
from the Los Angeles School Board the parcel of land known as the 
'ern Avenue Annex, to be used permanently aa a park and neighbor­
hood playground. It was advised that the ~roperty is 300 x 500 
and cali be purchased for a total pri ce of $6,00Q.00., and that the 
reoommendation as submitted is in contor.mity with the recommen­
dation given by Major George Braden as a result of the ReoreaUonal 
Survey reoently made by h111l. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that this oommanication be reterreel 
to the c,ounoil as a whole for .study. Co·unoilman Hitchoock aeoonded 
the motion, which was oarried unanimoualJ':-

C1ark Bartlett advised that, in compliance with instruotions 
given him at the last meeting to obtain prices tor plaoing an ad­
vertisement. in the Labor Harald special edition to be published 
approximately June 15, 1945 ,he had been informed as tollows: i 
page, $l.00.00; 1/8 page, $50.0(1 and 1/16 page, $25.00. 

CounoilmanCucoi moved that the Oi ty Cler~ be authorized to 
purohase 8. 1/16 page space in the Labor Herald special edi t10n. 
COunoilman Hitohcook seoonded the motion, whioh .as oarried by the 
following roll oall vote: AYES: OOUNCIlMEN: Cucci, Gilbert; 
Hitohoook, Powell and Tolson. NOES: . COUNCIIMl!N: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCIWEN: None. 

. Clerk Bartlett presented a oommunication trom. the Oounty 01' 
Los Angeles Health Department, together with four oopies 01' the 
contract for public health servioes in the Oi ty of 'rorranoe for 
the fisoal ye~r 1945-46 

Counoilnian CUcd moved the. t the Mayor be authorized to exe­
cute the agreement with the County of Los Angeles Health Department 
for public health servioes in the City of Torrance for the fiscal 
year 1945-46. Oounoilman Hi tohoook s-econded the motion, which 
was carried by the following roll call Tote: AYES: OOUNOILMEN: 
Cuoci, Gilbert, Hitohcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: :OOUNClIMEN: Nona. 



Clerk Bartlett presented and read t1tle to: 

RBSOLUTIONNO. 1728 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ACCEPTING AND PROVID­
ING FOR THE RECORDING OF BILL OF SALE. 

, Couno1lman Gilbert moved that Re80~ut1on No. 1728 be adopted. 
Counc1lmanHltchoook seconded the mot1on, which was carrled. by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cuoci; Gilbert, 
Hitohcock, P<>well and Tolson. DES: COUNClIMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCIlMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read t1tle to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1729 

BESOLUT10N OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ACCEP.'l'l NG EASEMENT 
FROM CHANSLOR-CANFIELD MIDWAY OIL COM­
PANY, A CORPORATION, TO CERTAIN REAL PROP­
ERTY .AND AUTHORIZING RECORDING 011' .SAIm. 

Counoilman Gilbert moved that Resolution No. 1729 be adopted. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which "8 carried by the 
following roll oall , vote: .!.YES: COUNCILMEN: . Cuooi , Gil'bert , 
Hi tohoock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSRN'l': 
COUNCILMEN': None. 

Several. petitions were presented, pr.otesting tho grant1ng ot 
a license or franchise to the Atohison, Topeka and santa Fe Ral1_,. 
Company .which will permit the construction, malntenance and oper­
ation of spur tracks connected with the present maln line of said 
company which now runs through the Clty of TOrrance, and glvlng 
specit'ic reasons for entering the protes~. 

The petltions were aCC<>mpanied by a communioation requestlng 
return of s~d petltions in the event of unfavorable aotlon or de-
lay by the Council.. ' 

Councilman Hltchcook pointed out that, regardiess of what 
action th~ Council may take, the petitions should be retained by 
the Counoil, whereupon Mr .• Hughes, seated ~n the audienoe, advised 
that the Council may retain a copy. 

Clerk Bartlett read one of the petitions in full, stating that 
th~ others are carbon oopies. . 

It was deoided to defer discussion on this matter until oral 
oommunications are heard. 
, 

CouncilJllan Cucci. moved that $60.07, plus tax, be approprlated 
for shlfting gear assembly for Busses 1101 and il02, Municipal BUS 
~1n.s. Counoilman Powell seconded th~motion, whioh .. s carried 
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by the followiDg rollcall vote: AlES: COUNC;I:UAEN: CUCCi, Gllbert, 
Hi tchcook, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCln.mN: None. .lBSEIW: 
COUNC ILME!l: None. 

Councilman Cucci moved that ap. appropriation of .269.50, plus 
tax, be made for one air driven power wrench and sookets, Municipal 
Bus Lines. Councilman Gilbert seoonded the motion, whioh was 
oarried by the followlng roll oall vote: AlES: COUNCILMEN: 
CUcoi, Gilbert, Hitohoook, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counollman Cuccl moved that an appropriation of not to exoeed 
t22!:).OO be made ror painting and lettering Bus No. 103, Munioipal. 
Bus Lines. Counoilm.an Hi tohoock se conded the moti on, whi ch .. 8 
oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Cucci, Gilbert, HitchcoCk, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. A:B~T: COUNCI!.MEN: .None • 

Councilman Powell asked Counoilman Cuoci ir he would obtain 
estimates from various painters ~r paint ooncerns and determine 
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whether or not this figure is high. which Counoilman Cucci agreed . 
to do before authorizing painting of the two remaining unpainted 
busse •• 

Counoilman Cucci moved that the employment otI1ll1am M. Brand 
be authorized as a bus operator, on a temporary b •• ts, at a salary 
of 1185.00 pe~ month, eftective May 12, 1945. Councilman Powell 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
.vote: AYES: COUNCIUr.lDi: cucci, Gllbert, Hitchoock, Powell and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: NOne. 

CouncilJJlan Cucci read a recommendation from C. Z. ~rdt 
Manager, MuniCipal Bus Lines, that Clayton R. smith be employed as 
a Bus Mechanic, Grade "A.". He said, however, that he would like 
to tirst determine whether or not ur; Col~ expects to reSign 
his position as Bus Mechanic betore acting on this recommendation. 

Councilman Cucci moved that Robert L. Garner be employed, on 
a temporary basis, as a Bus Operator, at a salary 01"1815.00 per 
month, eftective May 12, 1945. Councilman Gilbert seconded the 
motion, which os oarr1ed by the tollowing roll call vote: A.YES: 
COUNCILMEN~ Cucci. Gilbert, Hi tchcook, Powell .and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: Bone. JBSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Council.m.an Cucci moved that CIJde P. G()od ... in and Russell A. 
Kle1nhus be em~lol'ed as Bus Operators, on a temporary basiS, 
at , salary ot 1185.00 per month, ettect~v. dates being May 18, 
1945 and May sa, 1945 respectively. ~ouncilman Powell .eoonded 
the mot10n,which was carried by the following r.oll call vote: 
AYES: .COUNCIU4EN: Cucc1, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. 
NOES: COUNCIUlEN: None. ~: COUNCl lIiIEN: None. 

Councilman Cucc1 moved that an appropr1ation of 1172.60 be 
made for payment to ~oseph Sharer, being tor expenses in oonneotion 
with check. ma4e on the Torrance Municipal Bus Llnes April 28 and 
29 and May 5 and 6, 1945.. Councilman Gilbert seconded the mot10n, 
wh10h was carri.d by the tollowing roll oall Tot.: AYES: COUN­
CIll4EN: Cucci, Gl1bert, Hitohcock, Po .... ll and Tolson • . NOES: 
COUNCIU4EN: None. iBSEN'f: COUNCILMEN: None •. 

Councilman Cuoci moved that an appropriation of .64.70 be 
made for. new book stacks tor the library.. Councilman POwell 
seconded tbe motion, which us .carried by the following roll oall . 
vote: AYES:. OOUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, H1tohcodc, Powell and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCIU4EN: None. ABSENT: OOUNCILM:m; None. 

In reply to an inquiry trom a gentleman ln the audience as to 
whether or not the Bus Operators employed represent replacements, 
COunoilman Cucci answered 1n .the attirma ti ve. He added that a re­
por~ will be rendered at a later date regarding the latest develop­
ments 1n the Bus Department. 

Oouncllman Hit ohco ck moved t hat an appropria tion ot. t406 .18, 
plus tax, be made for pre-mix paving material for repairing the 
alley approaches in the downtown area. Councilman Gilbert seoonded 
the motion; whioh was carriad by the rOllow1ng roll call v'ote: 
A~S: COUNCILMEN: CUcoi, Gl1bert, Hitohcook, Powell and Tolson. 
NOES: COUNCII.M,EN: None. ABSENT: C.OUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Hitol.l.oock moved that an additional amount of , $59.'11 
be made for Vickers Pump and VaLve Assembly for the Hough Loader, 
Street Department. Councilman Gilbert seoonded the motion, which 
.... s carried by the folloWing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIIllBN: 
Cucc1, Gllb.ert, Hitchoock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNe lLMEN : None. 

Councilman Hitch.oock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed 1200.00 be made tor second-hand structural steel for a. build­
ing at the C1ty Yard, Street Department. Councilman Gilbert, seconded 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: 



AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, H1tchcock, Powell and 'rolson. 
, NOES: . COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIu.mN: None. 

, Councilman Gilbert moved that Tom !lann be employed as a War 
Emergency Employee, Park Department, at a salary of .170.00 per, 
month., -effect1ve May 9, 1945, replacing Gerald Bliss. Councilman 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, wh1ch was carrded by th.e following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Cucc1, G1lbert, Hitchcock, 
Po .. ell and 'folson. NOES: COUNCIIMllE': None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: None • 

. Kayor 'folson moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$67.45, plus tax, be made for 200 wAdvance-, monthly Chamber of 
Commerce bulletins. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call "VOte: AYES: COUN­
ClIMEN: cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCIW&N: None. ABSENT: COUNCIUdEN: None .• 

Mayor Tolson moved that an appropriat10n of not to exceed 
t3l85.75 be made for payment to Oppert and Forsberg for general 
oontract work on the warehouse, MuniCipal water District /11, being 
Payment No.2. Councilman Gilbert seconded the mot1on, whlch was 
carrled by the t'ollowing roll call vot.: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
CUCCi, Gl1bert, H1tchcock, Pow.ll and Tolson. NOES: CQUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCII.MEN: ~Non •• 

Mayor 'folson moved that an appropriation of $1040.91 be made 
for payment to Harold A. Barnett, Oivil Engineer, for eng1neering 
work on the 203rd street Sewer Projeot. councilman Gilbert seconded 
the motion, 1Idlich was oarrl.&d by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: OOUNCILMEN: Oucc1, G11bert, Hltchoock, Powell and '!olson. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT~ OOUNCILMEN: None. 

Counc1lman CUoci asked whether or not the money pa1d Mr. 
Barnett in conne~t10n with thesewar projeot, which he understood 
will be under a bond issue, 11111 be returned to the C1 ty au tomati­
cally, Attorney McCall's reply being in the affirmative. 

Mayor Tolson moved tba;tthere be placed on the ballot at the 
next regular election in April, 1946, the question of whether or 
not the City will adopt~he state Ret:irement Plan. OounciJlma.n 
Cucoi seconded the motion, Which was carried by the following roll 
oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gllbert, H1tchcock, Powell 
and 'rolson. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: .None. 

Attorney McCall reported that he has not as yet ~ompleted the 
ordinance he was 1nstructed to draft 1n complianoe- with a request 
of ,111"8. Davlson, Poundmastel", her request having been read at the 
May 8, 1945 m.eting. 

Xngineer Ja1n reported that he does not have the estimate for 
resurfacing Crenshaw Boulevard between Sepulveda and Carson street, 
this request having been presented by the Ohamber of Commerce at 
the May 8, 1945 meeting. He added that he wl11 probably have a 
by the next meeting. 

In connection with the letter read at the May 8, 1945 me.ting 
t'rom the Civil Servioe Board, re·lative to the Police Matron ex­
amination, it was deoided to study the matter f.urther and report 
at the June 5, 1945 Adjourned Meettng. 

At this time, t.he question of the application of the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe RailnYCCmpany for a franchise for trackage 
to serve the Navy storage Base was presented. Attorney MoOall 
reported that he had held oonsultatio.ns wi th the attorneys of the 
Rail way Company, and the t they are qui te willing . to acoept a permit. 
. A discussion began as to the terms of the permit, it being 
the thought that the perm..1t should be similar to the permit on 
.hioh the oompany is operating the main lin., 1 ••• , for the d~­
etion of the pre.sent war and six months t hereatter. 
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· During the eneuing, . lengthy and involved discussion, many 
1nterested citizens participated, among them being Mr. A. L. Elder, 
Mr. W. G. Hughea, Mr. James O'TOole, Mrs. Martha Riggle, Mrs. 
Schooley, Mr. Raymond P. SheSer, Mr. ad Mrs. Alben G. Bartlett, 
Mr. Fay Parks, and !Irs. Cecilia Young; also participating war. 
all members of the Oay Council, the C1 ty AUorney, 01 ty Engineer 
and Mr. Lapman, representative of the Railway Oompany. 

, '!rhe oi tiz.ens, all c;>f them signer's of the pet1 tions nad. 
earlier in the meeting, expr'essed a keen interest in this matter, 
as the main line on Madrid Avenue is adjacent to many of tbeir 
homes and they stated it bad been ~he sincere des1re and hope to 
have the .11ne moved to Madrona Avenue six months af.er the war. 

Theyemphas1zed the fact that, if a permit or license 1s . 
granted as app.l1ed for, the Oouncil nll eatop i tsel! and ita 
successors in office from any action in the future wbich may have 
for its object the removal of sa1d tracks of said railway company 
from 1Iadr1d Avenue .nd other right of way wh1 ch the expired fran­
chise of said railway oompany permitted the oompany to use, be­
cause by granting the compaliy the right to construct and operate 
the spur tracks from its present main line, the Council tacitly 
consents to the operation of the main line, without which the 
spur track would be uselesa. . . 

The Oouncil clearly indioated a willingness to hear all the 
arguments and to endeavor to reach a decision which will be satis­
faotory to the majority of the people, but it was also clearly 
indicated that no aotion will be taken to satisfy the demands of 
the aigners . of the petit10ns at the risk of placing the property 
of other oitiz.ens in jeopardy. . 

In reply to an assertion made by the citizens that the best 
action in connection with the permit would be to refuse .to grant 
same, in which event the Navy would prooeed to have the spur track 
constructed witbout a permit, Mr. Lapman ~nd Engineer Jain ex­
pla1ned that, in so dOing, the Navy would take the property by a 
-neel.ration of i'aking-, whioh would require an act of congress 
to ever oompeJ. the Navy to abandon the property. On the other 
band, it the perm1t is granted to the Railway oompany, certain terms 
and oonditions oan be incorporated therein, and ma1nly, a time limit, 
which will give some promise ot, by enforcing the terms of the per­
mit, eventually b.e1ng able to start proceedings toward aooomplish­
ing the desired result. 

Atter muoh more debate and continued disoussion, Oouncilman 
Hitchcook moved tbat the Oity Olerk be authorized to notify tbe 
officials of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Oompany 
.and the City Engineer be authoriz.ed to notify the offioials of the 
Navy, that a meeting is desired with thsn at tbe earliest possible 
date, May 23, 1945, if possible, and that the oi,tizens interested 
in the subjeot at the santa Fe Railway Company trackage question 
apPOint a oommittee of three to be in .attendance at the meeting, 
together with the entire C1ty Council. councilman Ouoci seoonded 
the mot1on, which was carried unanimously. 

More disoussion ensued relative to the attitude of tbe 01ty 
,Council in oonneotion with tbe question of moving the tracks fram 
Madrid Avenue to Madrona Avenue, whereupon Oouncilman Cucoi moved 
that the Oity Attorney ba au'thoriz.ed to ofter assurance to the 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa .Fe Railway Company that the City Council 
of the C1 ty of Torranoe 1s will1ng to cooperate with the Railway 
COmpany in the matter of securing a r1ght of way or franchise in 
the Madrona Avenue district to Serve the Navy Storage Base with 
des1red spur tracks. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the mot1on, 
which was oarried unanimously. 

Couno1lman .Hitchcook moved all b1lls properly audited be paid. 
Oouncilman Gilbert seconded the mot1on, whioh was oarried by the 
tollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNOILMEN: Ouccl, Gilbert, 
H1tchoock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: OOUNCILMEN: None. ABSENr: 
OOUNCILMEN: None. 



At 10:43 P~., upon motion of Councilman CUCCi, seconded by 
Councilman Hitchoock, the meeting adjourned to June 5, 1945 at 
7:45 P.M. 

ATTEST: 

~#~ 
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

TGrrance, California 
May 24, 1945 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a special 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, TOrrance, california, 
on Thursday, May 24, 1945 at 1:00 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powall and Tolson. Absent: 
Councilmen: None. 

Being a Special Meeting, the regular order of business was 
dispensed with. 

Mayor Tolson announced the purpose of the meeting, being 
"'tor the purpose of considering petition and application ot The 
Atohison, TOpeka and Santa :reRailway C.ompany for a temporary 
permit for a spur track across a portion of Arlington Avenue, 
across alley in Tract No. 3757 and aoross alley in Tract No. 
3758.'" 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read in full: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1730 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNOIL OF 
THE OITY OF TORRANOE GRANTING A TEM­
PORARY PERMIT FOR A RAILROAD SPUR 
TRAOK TO CROSS ARLINGTON AVENUE. 

Counoll.man Gilbert moved that Resolution No. 1730 be adopted. 
Councilman Hitchoock seoonded the motion, which was carried by 
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the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIlMEN: Gilbert, Hitchoock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Cuoci. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Counoilman Cucci made the following statement betore cast­
ing his vote: 

~I would like to quality my reason tor giving a negative 
vote and for my attitude. *.1 do think that the policy here in 
Torranoe has always been that anyone, or group, might come in 
without consideration to the people, or any consultation with the 
Governing Body. For that reason, I teel that we should set out 
an example here to keep anyone from coming in here and trampl1ng 
~hod over the people and Governing Body and arbitrarily put 
in their plans berore anyone has a chance to oontest them or get 
together. I say this for the reason that I was never consult'ed, 

epose


