
During the discussion which ensued, Clerk Bartlett advised. 
that the Budget does not have to be adopted: until about the 
middle of August; and that it can be adopted, it it is in order, 
at the l'lext Regular Meeting, August 11, 1942. 

Mayor McGuire terminated the discussion DY stating that all 
organizations od interested parties would De notified of the 
Budget meeting, to which w111 be invited representatives of local 
unions and Torrance businessmen, a week ahead of time; and that 
said meeting will be held within the first~n days of August. 
Mr. Jeffery asked if' this was a de:f"inite statement; Mayor McGuire 
replied in the affirmative. 

Mrs. Renee Bartlett, 2325 Sonoma, asked if the Oity Engineer 
had received a reply from the Santa Pe Railway-, regarding the 1la-

. provement of Madrid. Mr. Perkins, answering for City Engineer 
Jain who was on his vacatiqn, informed Mrs. Bartlett that a 
reply had been received; whereupon Mr. Perkins was instructe<\ 
by the Council to send Mrs. Bartlett a copy of the letter. 

'Councilman Hitchcock moved that all b11ls properly audited 
be paid. Councilman Babcock seoonded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCItMJSN! 
Babcock, Oucci, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGu1re. NOES: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 8:32 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Hltch~ek, seconded 
by Councilman Bab co ok , the meeting adjourned'. 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF . 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, Oa11fornia 
August 11, 1942 

The City Council of the City of Torranoe oonvened in a 
Regular Meeting in the Counc1l Chamber~ City Hall, Torrance, 
california, on TUesday, August 11, 1942, at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire . called the meeting to. order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present 
being Counoilmen: Baboock, CUCCi, Hitchcock, Powell, and 
McGuire. Absent: Councilmen: Bone. 

All who were present in the Council Chamber Saluted the 
Flagl 

COuncilman Hitchcock moved that the minutes of a RegUlar 
Meet1ng held July 28, 1942, be approved as written. Council­
man Babcock seoonded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A oommunication addressed to tne City Clerk from the 
Metrolpoli tan Water District of Southern California was r .ead 

epose



advising that under the provisions of Section ad of the 
Metropolitan water District Act (Stats. 1927, p. 594, as 

aaendect), the City of Torrance, o.n or before August 25, 1942, 
may elect to payout -of its municipal funds all or any portion 
of the amount o.f the Metropolitan water District tax, which 
would otherwise be levied upon property within said City for 
the fiscal year 1942-43. 

Counc11man Hitchcock moved that the Metropolitan water 
Distpict of Southern California be notified that the City 
COunoil of the City of Torrance is not in favor of paying out 
o.f municipal funds all or any portion of the amount of the Metro­
politan water District tax to be levied upon property within the 
City of Torranoe for the fiscal year 1942-43. Councilman Babooe:k 
seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUcci, Hi1;ohoock, Powell, 
and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSEN'l": COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

A oommunication addressed to the City Council from E. M. 
O'Mara was read setting forth the writer's distasteful experience 
wi th the Torrance Municipal Bus Lines due to the present inadequate 
schedules. 

A communication addressed to the City Council from the 
Columbia Steel Company, signed by S. G. Sargis, Supervisor of 
IndustrialR&la~ionsJ was read requesting that the -bus schedule 
of the To.rrance Munioipal Bus Lines be changed to accommodate 
employees who ~ experiencing ~ifficulty in getting to and from 
work at the beginning and end of their working schedules. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the communication from the 
Columbia Steel Company be turned over to the Manager of the 
Torrance Municipal Bus Lines for studyaJld report. C0uncilman 
Babcock seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

A . communication addressed to the City Counoil from Lt. 
Lottie Marriem of the Women f s Ambulance and Defense Corps was 
read thanking the Torrance City Council for the use of auditorium. 

A communication addr~8ed to the City Council from Glenn M. 
Jain, City Engineer, was read recommending that the Council comply 
with the prOvisions of a petition signed by fifteen City employees 
requesting that the present bus schedule be arranged to aocommodate 
them on their .onning and evening trips so that the employees can 
avoid using their own cars. , 

In the discussion which followed, Mr. Ward informed the 
Council that he had written the letter which constituted the 
pet1tion and had done so in view of the :fact that the proposed 
arrangement would not in any way harm the present schedule or 
operation of the bus lines. He described at length the route that 
could be takan to pick up these 15 men who live in scattered lo­
cations in and-around Walteria and ' recommended that the above­
mentioned arrangements be approved, provided a change in the 
present schedule is made. No aotion was taken. 

A. communication addressed to the City Council from the County 
of Los Angeles, Office of the County SUrveyor and County Engineer 
was read advising that the County Surveyor's Office cannot proceed 
with the checking ot map of Tract No. 13122 inasmuch as they have 
not received the mutual agreement between the City Engineer of the 
City of Torrance and the County SUrveyor of the County of Los Angeles 
provided for in the Amendment to the State Subdivision Map Aot, 
which agreement had been submitted tor approval on October 6, 1941. 
Duplioate copies of the above-mentioned agreement were enolosed. 

- City Engineer Jain stated that he had been advised by the 
SUbdivison Engineer and others to withhold the execution of the 
agreement whioh provides for the checking of subdivision maps 
within the City limits of Torrance pending the passage of a sub­
division ordinance. He reported that such an ordinance has been 



passed recently whereby. the City must pay the County for check­
ing services; and that the City receives $10.00 for its portion 
of the work which consists of 40 per eent of the checking. The 
CitY.Engineer recommended that he be authorized to enter into the 
eon tract. 

_ Councilman Hitchcock moved that the City Engineer and the 
City Clerk be authorized to sign the contract with the County of 
Los Angeles for the checking of subdivision maps Within the City 
limits of Torrance. Councilman Cucci seconded the motion, which 
was carried by the folloWing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcook, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 8:00 P.M. Mayor McGuire opened bids for the sale of 
certain tax deeded property commencing with Torrance Tract, Lot 
1, Block 88. 

A bid on. the above-mentioned property was submitted by 
letter by Mr. Ellis O.an for the minimum price of $575.00 and 
..... read by Clerk Bartlett. A check tor $:37.56 was enclosed. 

Councilman Babcoek moved that Resolution No. 1544 author­
izing the Sale of Lot 1, Block 88 to Ellis Omen be adopted. 
6ouncll,man Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried 
the following roll ,call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
SENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

by 
CUcci, 
AB-

The following property was offered for sale, but no·bids 
were received. 

TRACT !&! BLOCK 

Torrance 15 88 .. 16 88 
" 16 89 
tt 19 89 
tt 10 57 .. 2 71 
tt 5 71 
" 4 71 
tt 5 71 .. 7 71 
tt 8 71 ,. 14 18 
It 5 59 
It 1 88 

9901 All of Lots 1, 2, 3, 4,.5, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 

_30. :31, 52, :35, 34, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 51, 62, 63, 64, 66, 67, 
68. 69, '10, 71, '12, '15, 'le, '15, 78, '19, 80, 81, 82, 86, and 8'1. 

A eommunication addressed to the City Council from the 
Felker Manufactur1ng Company was read adVising that inasmuch as 
said company has been recently made a prime contractor for the 
U. S. Signal COrps and is engaged in the manufacture of an im­
portant product requiring speed in production and increased 
volume that it has become necessary to enlarge the existing plant 
at 1128 Border Avenue and therefore request that the Council 
grant them permission to build the bUilding to their property line 
and to pave a portion of the alley connecting thereto. 

Following a brief discussion relating to the importance ot 
immediate action in view of the fact that the plans for the above­
mentioned build1ng have been approved by.Wash1ngton with orders 
to prooeed at once, Counc1lman H1tchooe:k moved that the request 
trom the Felker Manufacturing Company for the expansion of their 
building adjacent to the alley be granted and that Mr. Felker be 
not1f1ed as early as possible. Councilman Cueciseconded the 
motion Which was carried unanl~ously. 



A communication :trom the Office or ;r. M. Lowery, County 
Auditor, was read setting forth instructions for the fixing of 
tax rates and enclosing a st~ent of the assessed valuation or 
this munioipality as shown on the tax roll for the year 1942. 

Clerk Bartlett, reading'from the enclosures, reportetl 'that 
the total assessed valuation of Torrance City Tax District No.1 
is ~,9"6,'180.00; and that the total assessed valuation of 'l'orrance 
City Tax District No.2 is $10, 498,6'10.00, thi-s being $631.0,0 
higher than last year. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read in full: 

ORDINANCE NO .337 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE OITY OF TORRANCE FIX­
ING THE TAX RATES AND LEVYING TAXES FOR 
THE FISOAL YEAR BEGINNING J'ULY 1, 1942 • 

. Councilman Babcock moved that Ordinance No. 337 be adopted 
as an emergenoy ordinance. Counoilman Powell seoonded tAe motion, 
whioh was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL­
MEN: Babcook,. Cucci, Hi tchoo ck, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNOILMEN: None. ABSENT: OOUNOILMEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire at this time invited inquiries concerning 
Ordinanoe No. 33'1. 

Mrs. Loughridge asked why the rate for District No. 1 was 
the same as the rate for District No.2. Olerk Bartlett answered 
stating that there now are suffioient funds in the treasury to 
take care of certain bond issues which were previously included 
in the assessment for District No. 1 and not inoluded in the 
assessment for District Ho. 2; thus the assessment on District 
No. 1 has been low.red sufficiently to equal the assessment for 
District No.2. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1545 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNOIL OF THE 
OITY OF TORRANCE AGREEING TO A RENEWAL 
OF THE CONTRACT PREVIOUSLY EXISTING BE­
TWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND THE ASSOCI­
ATED ASSESSMENT ENGINEERS, OF LOS ANGELES, 
CALIFORNIA, RELATING TO RESTORATION OF 
TAX DEEDXD LANDS. 

Councilman Babcock moved that Resolution No. 1545 be adopted. 
Councilman Powell aeoonded the motion, which waa carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, CUCCi, 
Hitchcook, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COONCIIJIEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett read the annual audit report of Auditor 
Logan Cotton for the fiscal year ending ;run~ 30, 1942. 

Councilman Powell read a communication from the Chief at 
Police requesting authorization to purohase a SpeCial DeLuxe 
Plymouth Four-Boor Sedan from Allen H. paull, pri oe of said 
automobile being as follows: 

$l230.~2 
36.92 Sales Tax 

1267.24 
800.00 allowance on Pontiac -8-
461.24 'Balance 



Councilman Powell moved that $467.24 be appropriated for 
the purchase of a 1942 Special DeLuxe Plymouth Four-Door Sedan 
from Allen H. Paull for the Police Department. Oouncilman 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the follow­
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, Hitchccek, 
Powell, and McGuire. NOES: OOUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
OOUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Powell read a communication frOOl J. E. McMaster, 
Fire Chief, recommending that $145.00 per month be paid to 
J. G. Bergeron for his services at the Walteria Fire Station 
and that $65.00 be allowed Engineer Bergeron for the vacation 
period which he is forfeiting. 

Oouncilman Powell moved that Fire Chief J. E. McMaster be 
. permitted to enter into a contract with J. G. Bergeron for the 
latterts servioes as Engineer at the Walteria Fire Station for 
the_ensuing year at-a salary of $145.00 per-month; and that 
Bergeron be given an allowance of t65.00 for the vacation period 
which he is forfeiting. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
whi ch was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: OOUNOIL­
MEN: Babcock, CUcci, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: 
OOUNOILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNOILMEN: None. 

Councilman CUcci reported that he met with the Executive 
Board of the City Employees t Union last Monday and appealed for 
more time in which to complete arrangements for the proposed 
meeting between the City Council and the City Employees for the 
purpose of discussing the budget tor the fiscal year and its 
relation to a possible wage increase for City workers. He stated 
that his appeal for time was granted and therefore reoommended 
that the Counoil set a definite date for. said meeting. It was 
unanimously agreed that the City Council would meet with the City 
Emp~oyees for the above stated purposes on Wednesday, August 19, 
1942, at 4:45 P.M. in the Oouncil Ohamber. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that not to exceed $130.00, plus 
tax, be appropriated for two 75 x 24 tread tires-and tubes and 
one section repair on the same size tire and tube to be used·. on 
the Diesel Motor Grader. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUoci, Hitchcock, Powell, and MoGuire. 
NOES:: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the Council authorize'.the 
return of $297.70 to the Oounty Road Department as the unexpend­
ed balance on the Lomita Boulevard improvement. Councilman 
Babcock seconded the moti. on, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, 
Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

City Engineer Jain informed the Cauncil that money returned 
in the foregOing manner will be placed in the gasoline fund for 
future use. 

Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriation of $990.00, plus 
tax, be made for the construction of a bunkhouse for the Cali­
fornia State Guards stationed at the City Municipal Park. Council­
man Hi tchcoek seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, 
Hi tchcock, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. AB­
SENT: COUNCD..MEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriation of not 'to exceed 
$975.00, plus tax, be made tor the construction of a kitchen and 
dining room for the California State GuardLs at the City Park. 
Oouncilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by 
the follOwing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, 
Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. iAS­
SENT: OoUl'lcil:men: None. 



Mayor McGuire moved that the following be reapPointed to the 
Oity Planning Commission for the terms specified: W. A. Felker 
for a two-year term.. Oharles A.. CUrtiss for a two-year term; 
John Balm for a three-year term; and Glenn Il. Ja1n to replace 
Leonard Young, said appointments to take effect 111D11ediately. 
Councilman Hitchcoclt seconded. the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Although R. J. Deininger refused a reappointment at the 
present time. because of other pressing duties, Mayor McGuire stated 
that he believed he oould inducs Mr. Deininger to accept an ap­
pointment in the near future and would report to the Council at 
that time. 

ORAL COMMUNIaATIONS 

Mrs. Renee Bartlett, 2325 SOnoma, represent1ngthe Women's 
Auxiliary of the C.I-.O., proposed the establ1shment or a u.s.a. 
for the sold-iars stat1on-ed 1n and around Torrance. A. d1saussion 
relating to the relatively small number of soldiers here and the 
past experience with recreation faoilities ensued and was termin­
ated by the s~atement that there are no buildings available for 
a recreation oenter. 

A gentleman rrom Walteria appealed for bus servioe to Hawthorne 
Boulevard on behalf of Walteria residents. He reported that there 
is no garaage or rubbish collection service for 'lalteria residents 
living on and near Hawthorne Boulevard; and that the U.S. Ma11 
:man from Lomi ta refused to deli v.r mail in certain sections be­
cause of the .deplorable condition of Ocean Avenue to Sepulveda. 
Mayor McGuire suggested to Councilman Hitchcock that he study the 
condition of .Ocean Avenue. 

City Engineer Jain reported that he had received a favorable 
reaction from the Santa :f. Railway regarding the improvement of 
Madrid in that said company is willing to remove the fenee and 
cultivate l,ce plants along Madrid provided laborers oan be obtain­
ed to do the work. 

A. discussionlntgarding the suitability of various plants for 
the Madrid right-of-way ensued, Mrs. Leonard Young and Engineer 
Jain partioipating. 

Clerk B~rtlett at this time announce4 that he had overlooked 
a cf!DlIIIrWlication from the Ohief of Police requesting the City to 
author1ze the building of a bioycle raok to place in front of the 
Torranc.e Theatre in view of the tic.ket b.ox as the Police Department 
1s exper1encing d.1t~iculty 1n keeping bicycles off of the street 
on sartori Avenue. 

Oouncilman Hitchcock moved that the communication from the 
Ohief of Police be ~eferred to the Council as a whole for further 
study. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Councilman Hitchcook moved that all b11ls properly .audited 
be paid. Oouncilman Babcock seConded the motion, which was carried 
by the folloWing rOll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Quoci, HItchcock, Powell, and McGuire •• NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 9:00 P.M., upon motion of COunoilman CUcci seconded by 
Councllma.n HItohcock, the meeting adjourned. 

C1ty cierotecity OTOrrance 

dmv;J;J1t~ 
Mayor of the 01ty of Torrance 


