
Chief Stroh advised that a number of buildings in the City. 
of Torrance have been examined with the view of using them for 
air raid shelters. He said it had been determined, however, that 
thereis greater risk in placing persons in air raid shelters 
which are lo~ated in basements of buildings with wood floors than 
there is for persons to remain in their own homes. He mentioned 
that practically no structure would resist a direct hit of a high 
explosive bomb, and that shelters in buildings with wood floors 
would be no protection against incendiary bombs going through to 
the basement of the building. 

Chief Stroh reported that he and Mr. Graham of the Health 
Department had investigated the oondition in Walteria arising out 
of the keeping of horses, goats and cows. He said that it had 
been determined that none of these animals are kept oloser than 
twenty feet from any bedr.oom window, which, aocording to state 
law, and by whioh law the crity of Torrance is governed in this 
matter, is the required distanoe away from dwellings to keep 
animals. He said he had investigated one loeation, however,_ 
where approximately thirty-two hogs are kept •. Counoilman 
Powell asked whether or not a hog ranch permit had been obtained 
by the party, Chief Stroh's answe'r being in the negative. Chief 
Stroh said the party had informed him that the state Stock 
Inspeotor had advised him to raise hogs for defense purposes. 

Mayor McGuire pointed out that a permit from the City council 
is necessary for operation of a hog ranch within the City of 
Torrance, and that certain zoning restrictions must be taken 
into consideration. He instructed Chief Stroh to check into this 
matter thoroughly and report to the Council. 

Councilman Babcock moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Hitchoock seconded the motion, whioh was oarried by 
the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboook, 
Hi tohco ok, Kai 1, . Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Nom. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 9:17 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Babcook, seconded by 
Counoilman Hitchcock, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

gJ~fa1~?to~ 
MINUTES OJ' .l REGULAR MUTING 
OF THE CITY COUNCI~ OF THE 
CITY OF TORlWiCE. 

Ibrranee, Oalitornia 
Jitarch 24, 1942 

!he C1~y Councll of the C1~y.of Torrance oonV8Ded in a 
Regular Jleeting in the Council ChaJ:lt.ber, 01'1 Bal.l, Torrance, 
california, on !Uesday, March a~, 19.? a~ 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGu1re called the meet1ng to order. 

epose



Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answer1ng present 
be1ng Councilmen: Babcock, Hitchcock, Kail, Powell and McGuire. 
Absent: Counc1lmen; Hone. 

Everyone present in the Council Chamber saluted the Flagl 

.Councilman Hi tohcook moved that the minutes ot a Regular 
Meeting held March 10, 1942 be approved as written. Councilman 
Babcock seconded the mot1on, which was carr1ed unanimously. 

IBITftN COlDlOllICATIOHS . 

A communioation was read trom the DiVision ot Highways, 
state ot calitornia, advising that there are no state tunds 
available tor installation or a trattic signal at the inter­
section ot Hawthorne Av~ue and Highway 101 in the City ot 
Torrance. 

Kngineer Jain reported cost ot installation ot the sllgnal 
11'111 'be approximately 12,000.06 . 

Councilman Babcock moved that the communioation be ret erred 
to the City Engineer, 1I'1th instructions to continue his ettorts 
to obtain installation by the Division ot Highways ot a trattic 
signal at the intersection ot Hawthorne Avenue and 101 Highway 
in the City ot Torrance. COuncilman Hitchcock seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A c~ioation was read trom F. J. Carpenter, representing 
~he National Supply Company, general ~.troleum Corporation ot 
Cali tornia , Hyclril COmpany, COlumbia Steel COmpany, Pacitic 
l1ectrioRailway company, CAaBslor-C&ntield Mid_ay Oil COmpany, 
D &. 111[ Machine Works, and Pacitic Pertorating Company, Ltd., all 
being industrial companies 108&t84 in the City ot 'lorrance. 'fliLe 
matter ot a possible reduction in taxes was disoussed, the sug­
gestion being ottered that local taxes be reduced by cutting out 
non-essential serviees and expenses and operations which show 
losses. !he City Counc11 was requested '0 make a thorough study 
ot this matter, the otter being made to render aTery assi.tanoe 
possible in the study ot this situation. An expression ot the 
Council t s attitude in this regard was requested. 

COunc1lman Babcook moved that the oommunication be reterred 
to the City Council as a whale tor turther study. Counoilman 
R1tohcaok seconded the motion, which was carried UIlan1mously. 

A commun1~ation was read trom 1. Isen, expressing apprec1a­
tion tor valuable assistance given by the City Bu1lding Inspector, 
Mr. Ke1er, in the reconstruct10n ot the Gr~eroy Apartment build-
1ng. 

A CQDQII.unioation was read trom 1. E. lIoJlaster, Chiet ot the 
Fire Department, reoommendiDg that sale ot tireworks in the City 
or ~orranoe be discontinued tor the duration ot war. 

CGano11man Powell moved that Chier J. E. Mcmaster's re­
oommendat1on that sale ot tirewor~s in the City _ot !Orrance be 
discont1nued tor the duration ot the war be comp11edw1th. 
CoWloilun Katl seconded the motion, whi ch _s oarried unanimously. 

A oommunioation was reed trom William F. Barta, AttorneY-At­
Law, Inglewood, calitornia, representing the Coast ijrick COmpany 
in the C1ty at 'fOrrance, seeking reliet tor said company trom 
the provisions ot Ordinance Bo. 316 ot the C1ty ot Torrance. It 
was stated that the matter ot var1ance has heretotore been betore 
the City Planning Commission pursuant to the provisions ot Bection 
~4 ot the Ordinance, and, upon hearing, the petition tor variance 
was denied. Are-hearing betore the Planning Commission or an 
,appeal beto,re the City Oouncil was requested, it being stated that 
the COast Briok Company teels that the case was not sutticiently 
presented to the Pla.nning ~mmias1t'!! at the time. at hearimg. 
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Councilman Powell maTed that the matter b,e referred to the 
C1.ty Attorney for whatever action he deems necessary. 

COWloilman Hitchcock suggested tha.t the matter 'be re:terl'ed 
to the Plannillg Commission to de'termine whether or not a re-hear­
ing -should 'bepan,ed the COast :Brick Company. 

Councilman Po.ell withdrew his motion to refer the matter 
to the City Attorney ad moved that the request of tilliam 'I. Barta, 
Attorney-J:s-Law, that the coast Brick COmpany be granted a re­
hearing be:tore the Q1 ty Planning (lOmmission or an Joppaal before 
the City Council in the matter of variance be referred to theClty 
Planning C'omm1ssion. Councilman IIi tchcock seconded the motion, 
wh1ch _a carried unanimously. 

A oemmunication was read tram the county ot Los Angeles, De­
partment of Health, recommending that all members ot the 61.y 
CounCil, Fire and Police llepartments ad City employees be re­
vaccinated and re-1mmunized against typhOid, and suggesting that 
the immunization can be done in any convenient room in the City 
Hall • 

.A. peti tiem waa l' .... , bearing 182 signaturea, petitioning the 
O1ty Counoil to use 1ta1nflue.ce in hav1ng the Paoit1c Bleetric 
Railway Company resume passenger aerviee 'hrough ,the City of 
'rorranc:e to the harbor district to accommodau the defense workers 
in this area, who would otherwiae be unable to get to their work 
due to tireration1ng. 

aollllloil.mam Babceck movec1. that the petition be ton.Med to 
the proper otfici,als of the PacifiC Blectric Railway COmpany with 
a communicat1on stressing the 1mportance ot transportation for 
defense workers in this area. COuncilman Powell seconded the 
motion, .which _s carried unanimol1sly. 

Mayor JleQu1re repor'ed that tha Pacif1c nectr1c Bailway 
COmpany had uTisad that no oars or bU8sas are available t'or use 
in th1s area unless some ot the present routes are discontinued. 
Council.m8m Powell said he telt "lile matter to 'be important anough 
to warrant action 'by the rederal t';ovarmaant 1n requeat1ng \he 
service. 

Clerk Bartle~t presented and re~ title to: 

USOLUTION NO. 1~21 

BKSOLUTION OF TH& OITY COUNCIL or 
'1'B CITY OJ -TORR&liCE APPROVING UN ... 
'rA.TIVE SUBDIVISION IU.P OJ' 'rRAC-T NO. 
131.' WITH THE ADDITIONS AND COBRBC­
T!OliS CONTAINED BRIm. 

Councilman Hitchcock mov-ed that Resolution No. 1521 be adopted. 
COuncilman Babcock seconded the laO ti on , which was c~,arr1ed by the 
follo.iag roll call vote~ "YES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hi tchoock • . 
Kail, Po_ell anci McGuire. NORS: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
OOUNOILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

lmSOLUTION NO. 1$22 

RBSOLU'l'ION OF '!.'l1E CI'fi' COUNCIL OF 
'I'D CITY OF TOBR.ANCE REGARDmG DE­
J'ENSE EQUIPMENT FOR BAY CITIES ABll4. 

Counc1lman Babcock mO"led that Resolution No. 1522 be adopted. 
Councilman H1tchcock seconded the motion, which was car-ried 11>'1 the 
following roll call "Io\e: A.YRS: COUNCILMEN: Baboook, Hitchoook, 
Kail, Powell and McGuire. BOIS: COUNCILMEN: None. .lBSlWT: 
CO'CNOILMlm:. None .. 



COuno1ll1l8.n Po ... ll moved that O. D. Buttertield, City Eleotri­
cian, be allo ... ed to attend the South Bay neotrical Inspectors' 
COnvention at santa Monica March 25, 1942, expenses paid. 00Ul1011-
man Hitchcock seoonded the motion, which was carried by the follo ... -
ing roll 8&11 vote: AllIS: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, Hitchcock, Kail, 
Po well and McGui re • NOES: o OUNOILMEN : NOne. ABSD'T. crOUNCIL­
MEN: NOBe. 

COGcilman Kail inquired whether or not a suitable place is 
a'Yailable ~or target practice to accommo<iate'those persons who 
may desire to iaprove their shooting ability. 

'!'he City of Torrance Bitle Range and the Harbor Rifle Range 
.... re mentioned, Chief Stroh advising that the City Rifle Range 
is open dail'y, except fIonday, :trom. 8:30 A.II. to 5:00 P.II. He 
advised. that the Harbor Ritle Range is available Saturdays 8llCi 
SUndays upon payment of tl range :tee of 25¢. 

Mayor McGuire suggested that COunci1manKail obtain further 
details as to what is desired and size of firearms persons who 
have indicated an interest in this matter wish to practice with. 

Oouncilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriatioD ot not to 
.xcee4 -t'lS.10 be made for side curtains and ... indshi.11 for D1esel 
Patrol Grader for the street Department. Oouncilman Babcock 
seoonded the motion, which was carried.by the tollowing roll call 
vote: A.YES: OOUNOIIJ4EN: Babcock, Bitchcock, Kail, Po ... ell and 
McGuire. NOBS: OOUNCII.JmN: None. A.BSE'N'l': COumCILDN: None. 

COuncilman Babcock moved that an a~propriation.of -not to 
exceed $11.70 be made for advertising in the ~orrance Herald ot 
Torrance Municipal Bus Lines schedules in conjunction with an 
advertisement to be inserted by.the Beacon ~8 Company. Council­
man Kail seconded 'the motion, ... hioh -'8 <tarried by the tollo ... 1ng 
roll call vote: AYES: OOUNOILllEN: Babcook, Hitohcock, Kail~ . 
Powell od McGuire. HOES: OOUNOILM.EN: None. ABSJINIlI: 
COUNOILMEN: Hone. 

COuncilman Babcock moved ihat an.appropriat10n of not to 
exceed tl05.00 be made for oonstruotion by the Southern Ca11fornia 
Edison COmpany of an auailiary. po ... er line to COntrol C'lenter, 
Auditori. (Bed. Oross Shelter) and Post Of:ti.e (A.1r Raid Shelter), 
in accora .. ce with a request of the Civ11ian »etense Council. 
COuncilman Kail seconded the motion, which ... as oarried by the 
follo ... ing roll oall vote: AYleS: COUNOILMEN: Babcock, Hltchooolt, 
Ka11, Powell an"- McGuire. HOES: OOUNOILMEN: None. ABBmrr: 
OOUHOILMD: None. 

Councilman Babcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed 1150.00 lHt made for canvas and frames for partitions in 
ihe Civic Juditorium tor Bed Oross, blackOut door. f-or ambulance 
ent~ance, and l1ghi look for tront entrance of Auditorium. 
Cou.eilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the 
fo110 ... ing roll call Tote: .tY.IS: OO'6HOI:t.:MD1: Babcock, Hi tchcook, 
Eail, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN': Bone. ABSD'!': 
COUNOI IJiIEN: Rone. 

Councilman Babcock inquired as to the progress being made on 
the Plaza del ADIO job. He said several residents ot the street 
ue anxious that the Job be complete .. at the earliest possible 
date. EDgineer Jain advised that the rains had made it necessary 
to stop the job temporarily, but that it will resume ... Ithin a 
few da1s. 

Oouncilman Powell asked whether or not polling place cards 
have been ma11ed to registered voters. Clerk Bartlett advised 
that ihe c~s are be1ng addressed and will be ready for mailing 
... ithin one or twCll days. Councilman po ... ell asked it this would 
be done without a mot1on, the answer being in the aff1rmative. 



Mayor McGu1re moved ~hat , 1nstallat10n of a~· water meter at 
a cost ot 4135.00' in colUlection with the State Deparblent ot 
Social .elrare Garden Project be author1zed. 0ounc11man Kail sec­
onded the mot10n, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: aOUHCII.MEN:: Babcock, Hitchoock, Ka1l, Powell and 
MoGu1re. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILJ.mN: None. 

Lttorney McC8.l.l reported that the Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors had refused his request, made upon recommendation 
at the Associated .&.ssessment Eng1:neers, to be allowed to sell .ax 
delinquent land by insert1ng a notice of sale after the County 
publioation of tax delinquent lud1nstead of tollowing the tormer 
method. at publishing 'the Ilotice of sale three times in a local 
newspaper ot general oirculation, the tormer method being in 
compliance with Ordinanoe Ro. 327 ot the e1ty of ~orrance. 

Attorney Mccall asked whether or not the telephone at the 
Red Cross S'iat1on in the Hollywood Riviera Sect1en connects direct­
ly with the City of 'forranee. Chlef Stroh adT1eed that it doe. 
not, .1nce the Assoc1ated '.felephone Oe~any serves that particular 
district, while the Bell Telephone Company serTes the Torrance 
area. '!he cost for installing a direct line to connect wlth the 
Torrance exchange would be prohlbltlve, amountlng to approxlmately 
$6a.oo per month, he added. 

OEUL COMMUNICATIONS 

l\4r. J. 4. Evans of the Torrance Gitt Shop suggestH that a 
Fair lients Board be apPOinted by the City Cou.ncil. lIe .said many 
persons are leaving the City and others refuse to move into the 
City becauscof high rental costs. Mr. RYans requested that the 
CO\Ulc11 appoint sueh a board and furnish Leon ElendersGa, washington 
D.C., with names of :persons ao appointed, Mr. Hendersoll to turnish 
information regard1mg tlmetions of the Yair Rents Board. Attorney 
McCall was instructed to obtain information all. \he procedure to .. 
followed in appointing a Fair Rents Board and report his findings 
at the next regular meetiag. 

Ch1etstroh 'adviaed that the Civilian Detense Counell has in­
formation pertainlag to thls matter • 

. Councilman Hitchcock moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Babcock aecouded the motion, wh1ch was carried by the 
tollC)1fing roll oall vote: .AYES: COUNOIIJmN: Babcock, H1'chcoclt, 
Kail, Powell and MOGuire. NOBS: CGUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None • 

• t 6:25 P.M., upon motion ot COuncilman Babcock, •• conded by 
Councilman Hi '\-ahoook, the meeting adjourned to Frida,..,- Karch 2'1, 
1942 at a:OO P.K. 

APPROVED: 

~i?iTo~/ 


