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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torranoe, California 
November 28, 1939 

The. City Counoil of the City of Torranoe convened in a Regular 
Keetingln the Counoil Chamb.er, Ci ty Hall., Torranoe, California, on 
Tuesday evenIng,N ov ember 28, 1939d , 7: 45 P.K. 

Marbr Tolson oalled the meeting . to or.der. 

Clerk Bartlett oalledthe roll,tho~e '~~swenng present being 
Counoilmen: Hitohoook, MoQUire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. Absent: 
Counoilmen: Bone. 

Counoilman McQuire moved that the minutes of a Regular Meeting 
held November 14, 1939 be approTed as written. Councilman MUrray 
seoonded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A oommunioation was read from the Paoifio Coast Showman's 
Assooiation, requesting permission to operate a oarnival during 
the week of Deoember 18, 1939 and offering a fee of $100.00 to 
oonduot same. 

Counoilman Powell expressed the opinion that residents will 
need their extra funds for holiday purohases, and inasmuoh as the 
oarnival would take oonsiderable funds out of the City, he moved 
that the request oe reJ_oted. Counoilman l!I1rray seoonded the 
motion, whioh was oarried unanimously. 

A oommunioatio'n was reaa. from B. B:radl1egh, 327 South Ramona, 
Hawthorne, regarding murals and paintings for the oivl0 buildings 
and requestlng an appointment to enter into further disoussion. 

Counoilman Powell moved that the request be referred to th,e 
Building Committee. Counoilman Murray seoonded the motion, whioh 
was oarried unanimously. 

A oommunioation was read from the Torranoe Chamber of Oommeroe, 
oonveying the reoommendation of the direotorate of the Chamber that 
the C1tf Counoil authorize an appropriation for partioipation of the 
TorranOe Kuni01pal Band in the Torranoe Ohristmas Program beginning 
~eoember 1, 1939, and asking favorable oonsideration of the request. 

Counoilman KoGuire mOTed that the request be granted. Counoil­
man Hitohoook .eoonded the motion, whioh was oarried by the follow­
ing roll oall vote: AYES: OOUNOILl4EN: Hitohoook, MoGuire, MUrray. 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCI~: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL!mN: 
None. 

A oommun10ation was read from the Torranoe Ohamber of Commeroe, 
adVising that an offioial oOllllllltment had been seoured from the Los 
Angeles offioe, of the ~iv1s10n of Motor Vehioles' for e stabltshment 
of a temporary bureau in Torranoe for 1asual'loe ' of 1940 automobile 
license plates. It was pointed out that one of the requirements 
of the ~ivision of Motozi Vehioles in this respeot is adequate polioe 
pnoteotion during the period of 110ense plate issuanoe. 

Counoilman MoGuire moved that the request for polioe proteotion 
be granted. Counoilman Hitchoock seoonded tllit motion, whiOh was 
oarried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCI~( Hitohoock, 
MoGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

A oommunioation was read from the Torranoe Chamber of COlllllleroe, 
requesting the reoommendation of the City Counoil regarding the en­
dorsement by the Torranoe Chamber of commeroe ' of the program oon­
oerning A & I Distr10t Number 28 (Alondra Park) of the Gardena 
Chamber of Commeroe. 

Kayor Tolson moved that the Torranoe ,Cham~er of Commeroe be 
notified that the City CounCil reoommends said refunding and that 
the Chamber be author1zed to take aotion ' regarding endorsement of 
the program. Oounoilman MoGuire seoonded the motion, whioh was 
oarried unanimously. ' 

A oommunioation was read from the 1t'alteria Civio Organization 
requesting that gutters on Ward and Park Streets from Newton to 
2421'1d street be oleaned onoe weekly. Referred to the street Depart­
ment. 
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A oommunication was read from the Walteria Civic Organization, 
requesting an appropriation for the regular Walteria Christmas 
program to be held Deoember 22, 1939. 

A gentleman from Walteria explained that the $50.00 appropria­
tion last year was sufficient, but that an additional $10.00 is 
desired this year, adding that only funds absolutely neoessary will 
be expended. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $60.00 be made for the Walteria Christmas Program. Council­
man Powell seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, 
Powell and Tolson • . NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

A oommunication was read from J. H. Stroh, Chief of Police, 
recommending that a license be granted to Angel Molinar to operate 
a pool hall in Pueblo. . 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request be granted. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from R. F. Burdett, requesting per­
miSsion to operate a pool hall at 1214 El Prado Street. 

C ounc ilman Hitchcock moved that the re quest be referred to the 
Police Committee for recommendation. Councilman Murray seconded 
the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Los Angeles County League 
of Munioipalities, advising that no meeting of the Los Angeles 
Divisipn, League of California Cities will be held during the 
month of December, 1939. 

A oommunioation was read from the county of LOS Angeles Board 
of Supe~visors, denying the request of the city of Torrance of 
November 21, 1939 for an appraisal of a Mack Type 95, 1000 gallon 
Triple Combination Fire Engine. It was stated that, under the 
Constitution, the County is prohibited from spending any money 
for the benefit of a purely local city matter. 

A petition bearing ninety-seven signatures was read, request­
ing the City to conSider the purchase of the necessar y grounds of 
outdoor camp . site to accomodate boys and girls of the city who wish 
to enjoy the out-Of-doors and camping activities. 

Councilman Hitchcock remarked that he was under the impreSSion 
part of the Municipal Park had been reserved for the purpose above 
mentioned. He said the part of the park north of the Santa Fe 
Railroad track and facing on cabrillo Avenue had been considered a 
suitable location for a camp site and recreation facilities. The 
matter was referred to the Recreation Committee for report. 

A communication was read from the Division of Highways, state 
of California, consenting to conduct a traffic ·count at the inter­
section of Hawthorne Boulevard and Highway 101 as requested November 
15,1939. The opinion was expressed, however, that former investiga­
tions had disclosed that four-way stop signs do not offer the proper 
solution to this traffic problem. It was suggested that some other 
type of traffic control device which would interfere less with the 
free movement of the traffic be considered. An offer was made to 
study the situation thoroughly and advise the engineer of findings. 

A communication and regulations from the Department of Public 
Works Division of Highways was read relative to distinctive road 
marking and asking an expression of t he City Council's attitude 
regarding such a plan. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that the City Council go ·on record 
as being in favor of uniform road marking and that the City Engineer 
be authorized to notify the Division of Highways to this effect. 
Councilman Powell seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 
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Engineer Young brought up the matter of the right of way on 
Hawthorne Avenue from Torrance Boulevard north to Redondo Beach 
Boulevard, advising that the present right of way is between fifty 
and sixty feet and that the state Highway Department is anxious that 
the CitY,make some effort to secure additional right of way and 
widen the highway to one hundred feet in order that it may be 
properly improved in the future as part of the state Highway system. 
He said they will not expend any large amount of funds on state 
Highways ~less they have at lea~ one hundred feet of width. By 
putting the right man in the field, he said, much of the right of 
way .could be secured without any cost by promising improvement of 
the highway. He said that approximately $1,000.00 lfrom funds 
allocated for expenditure on state Highways) would be sufficient 
to cover all the labor in connection with securing the right of way_ 

. Councilman Hitchcock moved that the city Engineer be instruct­
ed to contact a right of way man and obtain all the details as to 
cost, etc., before any definite action is taken. Councilman MCGuire 
seconde.d the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Engineer Young reported he had investigated the request for 
elimination of flood water menace at 23lst street and Narbonne 
A venue thoro.ughly. He said two men had advised him that, due to 
the sandy condition of the ground and the inclination to cave, it 
would be practically impossible to drill dry wells more than forty 
feet. They told him, he said, that to go below fortr feet would 
be to risk losing their equipment. Mr. Young stated further that 
the dry wells had been cleaned thoroughly and recommended that no 
further action be taken until a storm of sufficient volume occurs 
to determine whether the dry wells will handle the situation. 

Engineer Young said he had not received much information 
about the Legion Building which he was requested to investigate 
with the view of using the building for recreation purposes. He 
said the owners were more interested in selling the building than 
in renting it. . 

Engineer Young said the plans for installation of a culvert at 
236th street and Hawthorne Avenue are being prepared and will be 
ready in due time. Also, he said the re'quest for improvement of 
Elm street and for a street light at the corner of Eldorado and 
Elm streets is being studied and will be reported soon. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed t200.00 be made for material for street repair. Councilman 

MCGuire seconded the motion, Which was carried by the following roll 
call vote: A"YES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, ' Fowell 
and Tolt?on. NOES: COUNC:n:LMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

C,owicilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exoeed $120.00 be made for sprinkling system f1ttings for the lawn 
around the City Hall. Councilman McGuire seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL­
MEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: .COUNCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $150.00 be made fqr sprinkling system fittings for the lawn 
around the Civic Auditorium. Councilman McGuire seconded the 
motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMIllN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an approRriation of not to 
exceed $65.00 be made for sprinkling system fittings tor the lawn 
around the Library Building. Councilman McGuire seconded the 
motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Fowell and Tolson. NOES: 



o O'{JNO ILMEN: None. ABSENT: 0 OUNC ILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the city Engineer be instruct­
ed to have a sodium vapor light installed on Cedar Avenue at the 
entrance to the General Petroleum Corporation Refinery. council­
man McGuire seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll c all vote: AYES: C OUNCIIMEN: Hi tchcock, MCGuire, Murray, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Councilman McGuire moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$180.00 be made for a check protector for the office of the Oity 
Olerk. Oouncilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: HltChcoclc, 
McGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOlla: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
C OUNC ILMEN: None. 

Councilman McGuire moved that the City clerk be authorized to 
take an option on three (3) lots in Walteria with the intent of 
erecting a library building thereon as recommended by the Library 
Board in an amount of not to exceed $600.00. Councilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Powell and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Oouncilman McGuire moved that J. O. Bishop be ore-appointed 
as Chairman of the Civil Service Board for a term of six years upon 
the expiration of his term of office Deoember 31, 1939. Councilman 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Oouncilman McGuire moved that J. W. crowther be re-appointed 
for a term of one year as a member of the Planning Commission upon 
expiration of his term December 13, 1939. Councilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman McGuire moved that John S61m be re-appointed as a 
member of the Planning Oommission for a term of one year upon 
expiration of his term December 13, 1939. Councilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, -which was carried unanimously. 

Clerk Bart~ett reported receipt of $1,302.21, dividend check 
from the state Uompensation Insurance Fund. . 

Councilman MoGuire reported receipt of the audit report from 
the Allen R. Smart Company. He said a meeting with Mr. Davis, 
their representative, is scheduled in the near future. He added 
that no one had examined the report thoroughly enough to give a 

-detailed report, but that the finances of the City of Torrance had 
been reported to be in excellent condition. He added that the 
original report is filed in the 'Oity Clerk's office and is avail­
able to anyone who wishes to examine it. 

Mayor Tolson moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$30.10, plus tax, be made for 1 (1) 1940 Model Harley Davidson 
motorcycle complete, less radio, with a trade-in allowance of 
$4?0.OO for the two motorcycles now on hand. Councilman Hitchcock 
~econded the motion; which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Powell -and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson moved that the resignation of John H. Stroh as 
Director of Public Safety be accepted and that the office -of 
Director of Public Safety be abolished. councilman Hitchcook 
seconded the motion, Which was carried unanimously. 

Mayor Tolson moved that Acting Fire Chief, John E. McMaster 
be and he -is hereby appointed as Fire chief of the Fire Department, 



effective December 1, 1939. Councilman McGuire 'seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

Mayor ~olson presented: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1367 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY C OUNC IL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE FIXING THE SALARY OF THE CHIEF OF 
POLICE AT $230.00 PER MONTH, EFF:OOTIVE D:OOEMBER 
1, 1939. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution No. 1367 be 'adopted. 
There ,was no second DO the mot~on at this time. 

At this time, Councilman Murr~y inquired why the office of 
Director of Public Safety should be abolished. Mayor Tolson answered 
that, at the time the office was created, there had been no fire 
chief and that John H. Stroh had been appointed to the position as 
head of both the Fire ,anq Police Departments; that since there is 
now a Chief of Police and a Chief of the Fire Department, there is 
no longer any need for the office of Director of public Safety. 
Coun~ilman Murray contended that .the Police Department is left 
without a Chief as a result of the action in accepting the resig­
nation of J. H. Stroh as pirector of public Safety. Mayor Tolson 
pointed out that Mr. Stroh had been appointed to both the position 
of Directo~ of Public Safety and Chief of Police and the resignation 
is o~ the Director of Public 3afetYPosition only. 

Councilman Murray moved that the motion accepting the resigna­
tion of John ~. Stroh as Director of public Safety and abolishment 
of the office of Directo~ of Public Safety be set aside until the 
intent of the motion is clarified. councilman Powell seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. . 

Mayor Tolson mOVed that the resignation of John H. Stroh as 
Director of Public Safety be accepted. councilman Hitchcock second­
ed the motion, ,which was oarried unanimously. 

Mayor Tolson ~ved that the office of Direotor of Public Safety 
be abolished. Counci~ Hitchcock seconded the motion, Which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, 
McGuire and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Murray and Powell. ABSEN'f: 
COUNCD..MEN:. None. 

Counoilman Powell said he would be willing for Mr. Stroh to 
resume his former status as captain of the Police Department, but 
that, in his opinion, M.r. Stroh was not qualified to the position 
of Chief of the Police Department. 

Resolution No. 1367 fixing the salary of the vhief of Police 
was presented again at this time. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution NO. 1367 be adopted. 
Councilman McGuire seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, 
Murray and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Powell. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. . 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Pruitt brought up the subjeot of the Mack fire trUCk, 
saying that, since the Los Angeles county Board of Supervisors had 
declined to make an appraisal, the city of Torranc·.e should ask the 
Mack Truck Company to abrogate the contract. He pointed out several 
discrepancies whioh he said existed between the contract and the 
letters from the Mack Truck Company, the main one being, he said, 



that the truck had been represented to the city of TOrrance as a 
show truck when he had proof it had been represented to another 
City (Gardena) as a demonstrator. He asked the Council to make a 
motion to abrogate the contract with the Mack Truck Company, 
adding he felt the company would be willing to comply rather than 
allow any unfavorable publicity. 

Mr. Klusman said it had been reported to him. that the Mack 
Truck Company contacted Direotor of Public Safety Stroh regarding 
purchase of the truck and that Mr. Stroh had conferred with the 
engineer of the Fire Department, the matter finally being referred 
to the Fire Commissioner who presented it to the council as a whole. 

Mayor Tolson answered that the Mack representative contacted 
the Council before he ever saw Mr. Stroh, and added that he him­
self (Mayor Tolson) had first. talked to the representative. 

Mr. Powell expressed his willingness to abrogate the contract, 
saying he felt it had been misrepresented, but he felt the action 
should be taken by the committee which took the original action re­
garding the matter. He said further that the report that the valve 
did not function properly on the Mack truck at a recent fire was 
true and that it had actually been the main valve on the supply tank 
and not on garden.hose as reported. 

Mr. leen asked for an explanation of why, when A. D. ·stevenson 
and G. M. Calder were reduced from the rankS of chiete to captains 
01' their respective departments, A. D. Stevens~n had bee~ reduced 
in salary to a Captain's salary and G. M. Calder had received his 
former salary as Chief, if not, he said, in one check, in·an addi­
tional one termed an "expense account." 

~ayor.Tolsonreplied that Mr. Calder had obligated himself for 
an automobile at the time and the City Council had decided to allow 
the old salary rate for a few months. He added that the transaction 
is inclUded in the minutes of the City Council. 

Mr. Raymond suggested that salary increases and decreases, or 
changes of any nature, be publiShed in the newspaper. . 

Mr. Pruitt again asked for a motion to abrogate the contract 
with the Mack Trucllt Company. 

Mr. Klusman asked each Councilman to make a declaration of his 
attitude toward the truck. 

Mayor Tolson stated that he, personally, feels satisfied with 
the truck and would vote negatively on any action to retur~ the 
truck. 

Councilman Hitchcock stated he also felt a good purchase had 
been made. He added he had felt reluctant to purchase a used truck 
at first, but after investigating the Mack truck, had con()luded it 
was well worth the price aSked. He said the city, in his opinion, 
had saved money on the purchase. 

Mr. Ferguson advised the city council to keep the truck if 
they were convinced it was a good buy; not to abrogate the contract 
to please one or two people. 

Mr. McManus added a few remarks about the mechaniCS of a truck 
and said he did not feel the Council had . given the matter their 
earnest consideration. 

Mr. lsen answered Mr. Ferguson by relating that the Council 
Chamber had been filled to capacity at previous meetings by persons 
protesting purchase of the truck. 
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Mr. Powell stated that he had taken the reoommendations of 
the Finance Committee, the Fire Department Committee and the 
Police Department Committee regarding the purchase and felt they 
were sincere in their efforts. However, he said, .he is now of 
the opinion that the facts had been misrepresented and felt 
willing to abrogate the contract. -

Councilman Murray stated that, since his knowledge of fire 
trucks wasvery limited, he would agree to any action desired by 
the majority of the Council. 

Councilman McGuire stated he had co~sidered the saving of 
$4,500.00 on the fire truck purchase a worthwhile saving, 
especially in view of the fact that the truck had been guaranteed 
to give many years reliable service. He said he felt the truck 
waS well worth the $8,600.00 quoted. He said he v.ould be glad 
to make a motion before the council to have the contract examined 
by any attorney or attorneys who wish .to do so, and if it is found 
to be defective or oamouflaged in any way, he would be glad to send 
the truck back. 

Mr. lsen answered it was not the contract which is defective, 
but the fire truck. Mr. Klusman agreed with Mr. lsen in this respect. 

Mr • . Pruitt said the City of Inglewood had a reduction in fire 
insuranoe rates of 10% per $100.00 as a result of their recent pur­
chase of a fire truck. 

Mr. McGuire said he had been informed no reduction in the fire 
insurance rates in Torrance .could .be expented until a fire station 
alarm system is installed, which would cost $45,000.00. Mr. pruitt 
said that, with the cooperation of the Telephone Company, the in­
stallation could be made for .$3,000.00. 

Mr. Pruitt again asked that a motion be made to abrogate the 
contract with the Mack Truck Company on the purchase of the Mack 
fire truck. No aotion was taken. Mr. Pruitt then made the state­
ment that the fire truck purchase by the city is now under investiga­
tion by the United states District Attorney and the united states 
Post Office Department for willful use of the mails to defraud on 
the part of the Mack Truok Company. 

Mr. Klusman asked why the C hans lor-<; enfield Midway Oil company 
allowed an old wire fenoe to remain on Madrid street. Mr. Hitchcock 
said the matter has already been referred to the proper persons for 
remedy. 

Mr. Leatherman urged that every effort be made to seoure suit­
able property for a camp site for bOys and girls of the City, 
mentioning the property adjacent to the water Tank as a suitable 
location. He was assured the matter would be given every considera­
tion.. 

Mr. Klusman inquired how much. money has been set up in the 1939-40 
budget for the Chamber of Commerce. Mr. McGuire answered that $6500.00 
had been allooated for said purpose. . 

Councilman Hitchcock moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Counoilman McGuire seconded the motion, which was oarried by the 
following roll call" vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitohcock, McGuire, 
Murray, Powell and rolson • NOES: COUNCl:LME:N: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

At g:52 P. M., upon motion of councilman MCGuire, seoonded by 
Councilman Hitchoock, the meeting adjourned. 



city Cle~e city or Torrance 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
Deoember 12, 1939 

The City Counoilof the City of Torrance convened in a 
Regular Meeting in the Counoil Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
California, on_Tuesday evening, Deoember 12, 1939 at 7:45 p.m. 

Mayor Tolson called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. Absent: 
Councilmen: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the minutes of a Regular Meet­
ing held November 28, 1939 be approved as written. councilman 
Murray seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from the united States Senate, written 
by the Secretary of Senator Sheridan Downey, thanking the City Council 
for their recent action in adopting a Resolution pertaining to the 
drainage development of Gardena Valley and advising that the matter 
will receive careful attention by the senator. 

A communication was read from the Alex Shultz Furniture stores, 
730 American Avenue, Long Beach, requesting permission to distribute 
advertising matter in the City of Torrance. A short discussion 
followed, it being the opinion of the council that no exoeptions 
could be made to the business license ordinance requiring a license 
for distribution of advertiSing matter. 

A oommunioation was read from Robert F. Lessing, chairman of the 
Coordinating CounCil, oalling attention to the poor ventilating 
faoilities of the Oivic Auditorium and suggesting that the oondition 
be remedied if possible. Referred to the Building Committee for 
report. 

A oommunioation was read from the Tide Water ASSOCiated Oil 
Company, Associated Division, reporting no receipts or earnings were 
derived from the use, operat~on and possession of ~ounty of LoS 
Angeles Franchise Ordinance No. 1351 lying within the city limits of 
the City of Torrance for the twelve months preceding December 2, 1939. 

A communication was read from Hermine Oetken, requesting a 
refund on a business license issued to Wm. F. oetken, gross business 
receipts not having reached $5,000.00 in any year. 

A communication was read from Emma steffen, Proprietress of the 
Torrance Hotel, requesting refund on a business license, stating that 
gross business receipts had not reaohed $5,000.00 in any year. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that the requests be granted-. Council­
man Powell seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNOILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Powell 
and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: OOUNCILMEN: None. 
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