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PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERNS REQUIRE RODENT MANAGEMENT 
Torrance, Calif., December 12, 2008 – On Thursday, December 18, 2008, the County of Los 

Angeles will begin work to control the population of California Ground Squirrels located in 

Torrance’s Entradero Sump and Recreational Area. The County notified the City of Torrance of 

an over-population of Ground Squirrels, which creates an unhealthy environment. Ground 

Squirrels can harbor diseases harmful to humans, particularly when their populations are 

dense.  Fleas carried by these squirrels may transmit the bubonic plague to humans, which 

presents a major public health concern.  

  

Ground Squirrels are also one of the most troublesome pests to homeowners and gardeners.  

Because of their burrowing, they damage many food-bearing and ornamental plants.  They 

also create safety issues in hillsides and recreational areas through their tube-like paths that 

when filled by rainfall, can cause major erosion.  They are dangerous in recreational areas due 

to the mounds and holes that are created, which can result in unacceptable playing surfaces.  

 

The City of Torrance has contracted with the County of Los Angeles to eliminate the population 

as best can be done.  The process includes broadcasting pellets and fumigation.  This process 

is completely safe for humans and domesticated pets and will not require closure of any city 

properties.  A volunteer from the Madrona Marsh will be on site  to confirm the safety of non-

rodent populations.  Humans and domestic animals will not be harmed due to the management 

of this process over the next three to five days.   For more details on pest management, go to 

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7438.html  
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