MINUTES OF DISASTER COUNCIL MEETING

November 28, 2007
Call to Order:
Commissioner Glass called the Disaster Council Meeting of November 28, 2007 to order at 3:02 p.m.
Flag Salute:

Commissioner Lawrence led the flag salute.
Roll Call / Motions for 

Excused Absence:


M/S Lawrence / Glass.  3 ayes. 
Council Members:


Melvin Glass, Kathi Galbasin, Mark Lawrence, 
                                  

Kristin Matsuda (arrived about 3:20 p.m.) 
Department Representatives:
Kevin Kreager
Police Department
Jon Megeff

Police Department





James Duarte
Fire Department






Dana Cortez

City Treasurer’s Office






Enny Chung

Transit






Martin Serna

Fire Department






Donald Griffin
Fire Department

Local Organizations and 

Community Members:

Rene Mortensen
American Red Cross





Meredith Eick
CERT / TARA / ADT






Caroline Elam
CERT / TARA / ADT






Robin Fisher

Torrance Unified School District






Dorothy Hart

Hillside Homeowners’ Association






Pat Preston

Hillside Homeowners’ Association






Chuck Galbasin
TARA






Dee Schuyler
TARA






John Wagner

CERT






Kenneth Lew








June Armstrong
Cultural Arts Commissioner






Ghislaine Davis
CVAN / CERT / TARA






Gary Forister

TARA






Treva Forister
TARA






Judy Retter

Torrance Memorial
Comments From The Public:
None
Report on Posting of Agenda:
M/S Lawrence / Galbasin.  3 ayes.
Approval of Minutes:

(1)  August 1, 2007 – M/S Lawrence / Galbasin.  3 ayes. 

(2)  Sept 26, 2007 – M/S Lawrence / Galbasin.  3 ayes.
New Business:
A.  Report on National 

Disaster Prep Conf:
Commissioner Galbasin reported on her attendance at the 2nd Annual National Disaster Preparedness Conference in Sacramento.  The three-day conference included classes in psychology, disaster preparedness through Neighborhood Watch via “neighborhood mapping,” static displays, and other training.  CERT teen training was also included.  Sacramento is prepared and ready to go with two ambulances and 12 CERT trained rig drivers.  Thanks to TPD for enabling us to go. 
B.  Report on Public 

Health POD Exercise:
Lieutenant Megeff reported on the POD exercise with Los Angeles County Department of Health, where nearly 1000 vaccines were administered in less than four hours.  This was a collaborative effort with Police, Fire, Community Services, Public Works, Transit, and Disaster Service Volunteers.  Commissioner Galbasin added that the test went well and they learned a lot. 
C.  Report on NIMS Training 
for City DSVs:
Lieutenant Megeff reported that several Disaster Service Volunteers received four hours of NIMS training from Mike Martinet at Torrance Memorial Hospital.  They all received nice certificates.  
D.  Discussion re 
December Meeting:
M / S Lawrence / Galbasin to cancel December meeting.  4 ayes.

E.  Update re 2006-2007 
Annual Report Filing:
Commissioner Glass reported that Lieutenant Megeff was able to get the Annual Report on the Council’s Agenda.  It was voted on and accepted.
OLD BUSINESS:
A. Discussion re 
City-taught 
    
     CPR/First Aid 
      training for 
     Torrance Residents:
FF James Duarte reported that he and the Fire Chief discussed the proposed courses.  If implemented, they will need funding and personnel for the program.  The Council will need to consider liability and if they want Certification at the end of the course.  If yes, there is a cost involved.   Red Cross charges per card and each attendee receives a book.  The Fire Department is currently teaching in the high schools but it’s not for certification.  Commissioners Galbasin and Matsuda to form a committee to investigate this possibility.  FF Duarte will let them know what is needed.  Robin Fisher added that Torrance High School had a scheduled date for the class and that the Departments sent over their personnel.  Robin Fisher will discuss the training with the TUSD Director.   Commissioner Glass confirmed that Commissioners Galbasin and Matsuda will give a report during the January meeting.  Commissioner Matsuda requested that the Fire Department let her committee know what costs and fees might be needed.  
B. Update re Disaster 
Preparedness 
      in Private Schools:
Lieutenant Megeff reported that TUSD has an existing Emergency Operations Plan and emergency communications through ham radios, as well as conduct monthly drills.  Robin Fisher added that TUSD has good support from the City regarding the National Hazard Minimization Program Report.  Lieutenant Megeff also reported that TPD’s School Resource Officers respond to both public and private schools.  Additionally, there are 18 Private Schools with 3200 students in Torrance.  Lieutenant Megeff sent a letter to all Principals / Directors of the private schools asking them to participate in a survey of what they have in the way of Disaster Preparedness.  He received a low response.  The surveys he did receive indicate that disaster preparedness in the private schools are similar to TUSD, with the exception of ham radios.    
C.  Update re Home 
      Preparedness 
      Program:
Commissioner Galbasin reported there have been two or three programs offered and they were well received.  She would like to get more publicity out to let more people know this program is available.  There was some discussion on how best to advertise for the program.  
ORALS:
A.  Comments from 
Commissioners:
All the commissioners thanked Commissioner Lawrence for his dedicated service since 1998.  
Commissioner Lawrence related he’s been through three Mayors and three Chiefs of Police.  He commented on our great volunteer force, and some major changes that have taken place including the evolution from ideas to reality.   

B.  COT Department

Updates:
FF Duarte reported on the partnership between Police and Fire re the Toy Drive.  These toys are distributed during times of disaster i.e. the recent wildfires.  Last year, more than 3000 toys were donated to the Orange County Fire Department.  Toys go to City residents and outside agencies as needed.  You can donate at any fire station in Torrance or L. A. and at police stations and CVS stores.  

C.  Announcements/

      Updates:
Commissioner Galbasin reported there is a tree lighting ceremony at the Marriott Hotel.  Possibly on Thursday night.  
FF Duarte confirmed the date and added that Police and Fire would be there collecting toys for the toy drive. 

Judy Retter reported that Torrance Memorial Hospital took part in a State-Wide Plaque Drill.  It was an excellent drill that utilized ham radio contact with the County and Little Company of Mary. 
Captain Kreager, on behalf on the Chief of Police, thanked Commissioner Lawrence for all his hard work.    
ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting was adjourned at 3:49 PM to a meeting on Wednesday, January 23, 2008 in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room, 3031Torrance Boulevard, Torrance, California.
These Minutes were approved as amended on January 23rd, 2008.
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