MINUTES OF DISASTER COUNCIL MEETING
August 27, 2008
Call to Order:
Commissioner Glass called the Disaster Council Meeting of August 27, 2008, to order at 3:03 PM.
Flag Salute:

Meredith Eick led the Flag Salute.

Roll Call / Motions for 

Excused Absence:
Melvin Glass, Kathi Galbasin, Ghislaine Davis.  Davis / Galbasin 3 ayes re excused absence for Commissioner Matsuda.     

Department Representatives:
Enny Chung

Transit







Ernest Gallo

CIT







Joe Huld

City Clerk’s Office

Jon Megeff

Police Department







Gesuina Paras
City Cable







Jay Scharfman
City Manager’s Office







Paul Vuoso

Fire Department







Ted Semaan

Community Development







Linda Cessna
Community Development


Local Organizations and


Community Members:

Meredith Eick 
TARA / CERT / ADT







Caroline Elam
CERT / TARA / ADT







Robin Fisher

TUSD







Chuck Galbasin
TARA







Sumie Imada

New Horizons







Mike Martinet
Area G DMAC







Pat Preston

Hillside Homeowners’ Assoc







Judy Retter

Torrance Memorial







Chris Riccardi
Little Company of Mary







Bud Schmidt

New Horizons








K.K. Fitch

ADT / CERT







John Elam

TARA / CERT







MaryAnne Vega
ADT
Comments from the Public:
None
Report on Posting of Agenda:
Davis / Galbasin 3 ayes.

Minutes for Approval:
The July 23, 2008 Minutes were approved as submitted.  Davis / Galbasin 3 ayes.
New Business:

A. 2007-2008 Annual Report
The Commissioners received an advanced / revised copy of the 2007-2008 Annual Report.  The Annual Report was approved.  Davis / Galbasin 3 ayes.    

B. Update re City’s EOP

Lieutenant Megeff provided an update re ongoing revisions to the City’s EOP (Emergency Operations Plan).  A meeting is scheduled for the following week when the City’s E-Prep (Emergency Preparedness) team will begin the process of reviewing and further revising the Plan.  The final draft will come before Disaster Council for approval. 
Old Business:

A. Discussion re CPR training for Torrance residents

The Commissioners and Judy Retter were provided copies of a draft flyer as advertisement for the event.  After review and some discussion, it was agreed the flyer would require further revisions re color and content.   It was also decided that sign-ups could begin immediately and that a waiting list would be established once the classes were full.   
B. Update re Golden Guardian exercise

Lieutenant Megeff provided an update re the Great Southern California ShakeOut / Golden Guardian exercise, scheduled for November 13 beginning at 10:00 a.m.  A proposal to the Police Chief and City Manager is being drafted, recommending a level 3 EOC activation and shift change, as well as Critical Facilities checks and a test of the satellite communications link with the County’s EOC.  Additionally, Neighborhood Watch and all Disaster Service Volunteers have been encouraged to participate through the MYN (Map Your Neighborhood) program.  
In preparation for this exercise, two tabletop exercises have been scheduled and all City EOC Primary and Secondary staff have been encouraged to attend.

C. Discussion re Earthquake Preparedness month
Commissioner Galbasin related that Earthquake Preparedness month will be April 2009, and she again requested ideas for community outreach.  One idea was to further advertise the Map Your Neighborhood program through City Cable.  

Orals:

A. Comments from Commissioners

Commissioner Galbasin thanked Mike Martinet and Judy Retter re their involvement in recent and upcoming NIMS training.  There are two more upcoming sessions scheduled for October 4.
B. Department updates

Mike Martinet related there is a concerted effort to get all Disaster Service Volunteers trained.  
There was some discussion re the existence of a list of volunteers who still needed training.  Lieutenant Megeff related a list has been compiled and the volunteers who still need training, know who they are.
C. Announcements / updates

Sumie Imada from New Horizons related they are looking to purchase six Med Sleds following a recent evacuation exercise.  Sumie also thanked Commissioner Davis for helping New Horizons to get organized.  New Horizons has 1200 residents, and with the help of Caroline Elam and Commissioner Galbasin, Area Directors and Building Coordinators have received training re Map Your Neighborhood.  Approximately 39 residents still need the training.  

Judy Retter delivered a message from Commissioner Matsuda.  Commissioner Matsuda wanted everyone to know how well Torrance Memorial weathered the earthquake.  
Caroline Elam related City Cable would be airing an interview Thursday afternoon on This Week in Torrance re CERT, TARA, and Neighborhood Watch.

Robin Fisher from TUSD related they received Leadership training from USC, and that school administrators would be updating the schools’ site plans.  Additionally, Robin related that TUSD would be using the ShakeOut exercise to duck, cover and hold, as well as test their radios.

Mike Martinet related there has been some preliminary conversation with the Council of Government re a one-day CERT conference, possibly in April.  Mike will keep us posted.
Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned at 3:44 PM to a meeting on Wednesday, September 24, 2008, in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room, 3031 Torrance Boulevard, Torrance CA.            
These August 27, 2008 Minutes were approved as submitted on September 24, 2008.
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