MINUTES OF DISASTER COUNCIL MEETING
July 23, 2008
Call to Order:
Commissioner Glass called the Disaster Council Meeting of July 23, 2008, to order at 3:02 PM.
Flag Salute:

Chuck Galbasin led the Flag Salute.

Roll Call / Motions for 

Excused Absence:
Melvin Glass, Kathi Galbasin, Ghislaine Davis.  Galbasin / Davis 3 ayes re excused absence.     

Department Representatives:
Jon Megeff

Police Department







Gesuina Paras
City Cable







Paul Vuoso

Fire Department






Local Organizations and


Community Members:

Meredith Eick 
TARA / CERT / ADT







Caroline Elam
CERT / TARA / ADT







Robin Fisher

TUSD







Chuck Galbasin
TARA







Dorothy Hart

Hillside Homeowners’ Assoc







Sumie Imada

New Horizons







Pat Preston

Hillside Homeowners’ Assoc







Judy Retter

Torrance Memorial







Sean Roberts
American Red Cross

Bud Schmidt

New Horizons








Dee Schuyler
TARA / CERT







KK Fitch

ADT / CERT






Jan Wierzbicki
Community Services - Library







MaryAnne Vega
ADT
Comments from the Public:
None
Report on Posting of Agenda:
Davis / Galbasin 3 ayes.

Minutes for Approval:
The June 25, 2008 Minutes were approved as submitted.  Davis / Galbasin 3 ayes.
New Business:

A. Discussion re business / community / Neighborhood Watch involvement in ShakeOut Drill
There was discussion on how best to involve the community in the The Great Southern California ShakeOut exercise in November.  Commissioner Davis recommended Neighborhood Watch be included and use the opportunity to utilize their Map Your Neighborhood training.  Lieutenant Megeff will follow up with Community Affairs.  Lieutenant Megeff also encouraged all interested participants to visit the ShakeOut website and register for the event.   

Old Business:


A.  Discussion re CPR training for Torrance residents
The City Council approved the proposal for City and TMMC co-sponsored CPR training for Torrance residents, on July 15, 2008.  The CPR training will take place on October 11, 2008.  There will be two sessions: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., and 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.; with a maximum capacity of 50 students per session.  TMMC will handle the sign-ups and the City and Disaster Council will handle the advertising.  There was discussion on how best to advertise for the event.  Some suggestions were an article / letter to the Editor in the Daily Breeze, CitiCable, Info Bits, email to all DSVs, Neighborhood Watch and City employees, and a flyer posted at the Cultural Arts Center and libraries.  CitiCable volunteered to work on the flyer.
B. Update re Golden Guardian
Lieutenant Megeff provided an update on the Golden Guardian exercise.  Members of the City’s E-Prep team attended the third and final Cities Workshop.  Torrance will participate on November 13, 2008, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  E-Prep will discuss at their next meeting the City’s level of participation and make a proposal to the Chief of Police.

C. Discussion re Earthquake Preparedness Month

Commissioner Galbasin provided an update re National Earthquake Preparedness Month (April 2009), and asked that everyone begin to think of ideas on how best to promote the event.   
Orals:

A. Comments from Commissioners

There was discussion re a lack of Disaster Council meeting attendance by Department representatives.  Commissioner Glass inquired re who receives the meeting Agendas.  Lieutenant Megeff related a meeting Agenda is sent to a representative in every City Department.  Further discussion centered on ideas for improving meeting attendance by Department representatives.


B.
Department updates

Jan Wierzbicki from Community Services – Library, provided an update re major remodeling at the libraries.  All five branch libraries will remain open during the remodeling and the project should be completed by the end of the year.

Paul Vuoso from Fire provided an update re a house fire over the weekend.  The family lost everything and a fundraiser was in the works.  Those interested in obtaining further details were instructed to contact the Neighborhood Watch Block Captain.  

Lieutenant Megeff provided an update re ongoing meetings and revisions to the City’s Department Disaster Plans.  Among other things, these plans address on-duty personnel response, off-duty personnel response, shelter in place, evacuations, and EOC assignments.  Once the plans are complete, each Department will be asked to exercise their plans.

Lieutenant Megeff also gave a reminder re National Night Out on August 5th, and mentioned an upcoming Focus Study with the USGS, City Department, and business representatives.  This Focus Study is to discuss the long term socio and economic impacts to a city not directly impacted by disaster.

C. Announcements / updates

Chuck Galbasin from TARA thanked the City and the Hillside Homeowners’ Association for their ongoing efforts to erect a repeater at Alta Loma Park.

Sumie Imada from New Horizons provided an update re a recent town hall meeting.  80 plus were in attendance.  They discussed Neighborhood Watch and safety.  Another meeting was scheduled with the building coordinators re Map Your Neighborhood training.
Sean Roberts from the American Red Cross related the American Red Cross would be participants in the ShakeOut drill on November 13, and would likely be opening mock shelters.

Judy Retter from Torrance Memorial related TMMC would be part of the upcoming Focus Study with the USGS.

Pat Preston from Hillside Homeowners’ Association related they would be conducting a tabletop exercise on November 14 at 5:00 p.m.  This exercise would include volunteers, including TARA hams.

Robin Fisher from TUSD discussed the impact a large earthquake would have on vendors and their inability to make deliveries to the schools.  Robin also related school administrators would be receiving a presentation in the near future and that he would have approximately DVDs of the presentation.

Caroline Elam related Time Warner recently video taped a Map Your Neighborhood presentation, and that the piece would air in a couple of weeks.  

Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 PM to a meeting on Wednesday, August 27, 2008, in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room, 3031 Torrance Boulevard, Torrance CA.            
These July 23, 2008 Minutes were approved as submitted on August 27, 2008.
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