MINUTES OF DISASTER COUNCIL MEETING
June 25, 2008
Call to Order:
Commissioner Glass called the Disaster Council Meeting of June 25, 2008, to order at 3:02 PM.
Flag Salute:

Commissioner Galbasin led the Flag Salute.

Roll Call / Motions for 

Excused Absence:
Galbasin / Davis 4 ayes.

Council Members:
Melvin Glass, Kathi Galbasin, Kristin Matsuda, Ghislaine Davis.     

Department Representatives:
Enny Chung

Transit







Jon Megeff

Police Department







Renard Ricks
City Cable







Paul Vuoso

Fire Department






Local Organizations and


Community Members:

Meredith Eick 
TARA / CERT / ADT







Caroline Elam
CERT / TARA / ADT







Robin Fisher

TUSD







Chuck Galbasin
TARA







Dorothy Hart

Hillside Homeowners’ Assoc







Sumie Imada

New Horizons







Chuck Lobb

TARA / CERT / CVAN







Mike Martinet
Area G DMAC







Judy Retter

Torrance Memorial







Chris Riccardi
Little Company of Mary







Bud Schmidt

New Horizons








Dee Schuyler
TARA / CERT







Kyle Edwards






Leona Edwards







KK Fitch







Jeff Potthoff

Exxon Mobil







MaryAnne Vega
ADT
Comments from the Public:
None
Report on Posting of Agenda:
Galbasin / Davis 4 ayes.

Minutes for Approval:
The May 28, 2008 Minutes were approved as submitted.  Matsuda / Davis 4 ayes.
New Business:

A. Elections of Chair and Vice Chair
There were no new nominees for Chair and Vice Chair.  Commissioner Galbasin made a motion that the Chair and Vice Chair remain status quo.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Matsuda.  4 ayes.  
B. Update re USGS Multi-Hazard Study
Lieutenant Megeff provided an update re the USGS using the City of Torrance as a case study following a major earthquake along the San Andreas Fault.  Representatives from the USGS, the City of Torrance, and the Torrance business community, will meet on July 24.
C. Discussion re Earthquake Preparedness Month

There was some discussion re when Earthquake Preparedness Month would be for 2009.  Commissioner Galbasin related she would like to involve all Disaster Service Volunteers and Neighborhood Watch to promote the event, and asked all in attendance to bring ideas to the table for the next Disaster Council meeting.  

Jeffrey Potthoff, Exxon Mobil Safety Group Leader, provided a brief presentation re Exxon Mobil’s disaster preparedness efforts.  These efforts include plans, education, training, and exercising.  Mr. Potthoff related Exxon Mobil drills approximately 100 times per year.  In response to questions, Mr. Potthoff also related Exxon Mobil has their own 100-person Fire Brigade, their own water reservoir, and the ability if needed to electronically or manually bring units down.      
Old Business:


A.  Update re CPR training for Torrance residents

Lieutenant Megeff provided an update re the Disaster Council’s recommendation to the City Council that the City of Torrance co-sponsor with Torrance Memorial, a free three-hour CPR course for Torrance residents.  The Disaster Council’s letter of recommendation to the City Council was re-formatted in the form of an Agenda item, and has been placed on the Council’s July 15 Agenda.  


D. Update re Golden Guardian
Lieutenant Megeff provided an update re the upcoming Golden Guardian exercise in November.  There are a total of four days for participation; however, the City of Torrance will likely drill on November 13, as that is the date of participation for the area hospitals and schools.  Lieutenant Megeff also provided copies of a USGS flyer on the event, which identifies ways in which businesses, schools, individuals, places of worship, and the community can participate.     
Orals:


A.  Comments from Commissioners

Commissioner Matsuda inquired re the soil gas concentrations / air testing on Del Amo.  Commissioner Glass related he believes the indoor / outdoor air sampling has been negative, and that Exxon Mobil has offered to purchase as many as nine or 10 homes in the area; as well as offer a price protection plan for some of the other homeowners.  Commissioner Glass also related there have been public meetings on the subject and that he would attempt to find out when the next meeting would be.    

B.
Department updates

Lieutenant Megeff wished to thank all the Disaster Service Volunteers, particularly those on the ADT (Animal Disaster Team) for their recent efforts in assisting Los Angeles City Animal Control with their relocation and grand opening of a new animal shelter in San Pedro.  Additionally, Lieutenant Megeff thanked ADT volunteer MaryAnne Vega for her self-activation to an observed animal attack / dog bite in Hermosa Beach.
C. Announcements / updates

Chuck Lobb announced the upcoming AM Radio Field Day.  Three local clubs would be in attendance, one of which would be operating from the parking structure of Torrance memorial.  The exercise will be from 11:00 AM on Saturday to 11:00 AM on Sunday. 
Judy Retter from Torrance Memorial announced that Torrance Memorial had their Annual Spring Disaster Drill.  The earthquake drill went very well and a lot of information was gained.  Judy thanked all those who assisted.

Area G DMAC Mike Martinet commented he attended Torrance Memorial’s drill and was impressed with the “sled” that was used to evacuate patients via the stairs from the upper floors.  The sled seemed to work much better than wheelchairs, chairs or stretchers.  

Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned at 4:14 PM to a meeting on Wednesday, July 23, 2008, in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room, 3031 Torrance Boulevard, Torrance CA.  

These Minutes were approved as submitted on July 23rd, 2008.
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