MINUTES OF DISASTER COUNCIL MEETING
April 23, 2008

Call to Order:
Commissioner Glass called the Disaster Council Meeting of April 23, 2008, to order at 3:02 PM.
Flag Salute:

Commissioner Galbasin led the Flag Salute.

Roll Call / Motions for 

Excused Absence:

M / S Galbasin / Davis 3 ayes.

Council Members:
Melvin Glass, Kathi Galbasin, Ghislaine Davis.  

Department Representatives:
Paul Vuoso

Fire Department







Mike Browne 
Police Department







Jon Megeff 

Police Department







Dusty Garver

Police Department






Steve D’Anjou
Police Department







Luz Aceves

Police Department


Local Organizations and


Community Members:

Meredith Eick 
TARA / CERT / ADT







Caroline Elam
CERT / TARA / ADT







Robin Fisher 

TUSD







Dorothy Hart

Hillside Homeowners Assoc






Chuck Lobb

CERT / TARA /CVAN






Mike Martinet
Area G







Lowell Joynt

TARA







Chuck Galbasin
TARA







Sumie Imada

New Horizons







Dee Schuyler 
TARA / CERT







Sean Roberts
Red Cross







Judy Retter

Torrance Memorial







Karen Fitch

CERT / ADT







Chris Riccardi
LCM

Comments from the Public:
None
Report on Posting of Agenda:
M / S Galbasin / Davis 3 ayes.

Minutes for Approval:
The March 26, 2008 Minutes were approved as submitted.  M / S Galbasin / Davis 3 ayes.
New Business:

A. Community Affairs presentation re disaster preparedness through Neighborhood Watch

Community Affairs Division Commander, Lieutenant Steve D’Anjou, introduced himself and his team (Officer Garver and Services Officer Aceves) to the Disaster Council.  They presented their intentions / plans for reinvigorating Neighborhood Watch and delivering disaster preparedness through Neighborhood Watch via the Map Your Neighborhood (MYN) program.  The MYN program will be taught by Neighborhood Watch Block Captains, and these Block Captains are currently receiving the MYN training.  Four upcoming Block Captains training sessions are on the schedule.  Community Affairs is currently looking to recruit additional Block Captains and have advertised to the current Neighborhood Watch members and during Home Owners’ Associations meetings.  Future advertising to include the Daily Breeze and Time-Warner Cable.   
Old Business:

A. Update re workers compensation / self-activations

Lieutenant Megeff provided an update on workers compensation during self-activations.  According to the City Attorney’s Office, registered Disaster Service Volunteers are covered by workers compensation, even during self-activations.  Lieutenant Megeff has the written response from the City Attorney’s office and can produce copies upon request. 
B.  Update re recommendation to City Council of City / TMMC co-sponsored CPR     

      training for Torrance residents
Lieutenant Megeff provided an update re the recommendation by the Disaster Council that the City and Torrance Memorial Medical Center co-sponsor CPR training for Torrance residents.  The letter of recommendation was delivered to the City Manager’s office and subsequently delivered to the City Council.  We are waiting on a response from City Council.
Orals:
Commissioner Galbasin announced the Police Department would be hosting a        

      fundraiser for the Special Olympics (Tip-A-Cop) at Claim Jumpers on the 24th.
Commissioner Galbasin announced there were still openings for the CERT    Academy beginning on May 8.

Commissioner Davis inquired about current NIMS / SEMS training requirements and certification.  Area G DMAC (Disaster Management Area Coordinator) Mike Martinet related he is a certified instructor for ICS 100 / IS 700; and that he has and will continue to provide this training to the Disaster Service Volunteers.  

Commissioner Davis inquired whether or not the ICS 100 course she took with Andrew was certified and sufficient for current requirements.  Staff to follow up.

Commissioner Glass commented on the lack of Disaster Council meeting attendance by large corporate / City Department personnel; and whether or not  these representatives were receiving the emails / Meeting Agendas.  Staff related the Meeting Agendas are sent to each of the City’s 14 Departments, as 
well as several of the large businesses in Torrance i.e. Exxon Mobil and the hospitals.  Commissioner Glass asked that staff follow up and ensure the larger corporations i.e. Exxon Mobil, the hospitals, and American Honda, receive advance notice re future meetings.    
Lieutenant Megeff announced Commissioner and CERT Volunteer Coordinator Kathi Galbasin was a nominee for Volunteer of the Year at the upcoming Celebrate LA volunteer recognition event at the Pasadena Rose Bowl.  Additionally, all three Disaster Service Volunteer programs (CERT, TARA, ADT) would be hosting booths at the event and that 34 of the City’s Disaster Service Volunteers would receive President’s Volunteer Service Awards for their past volunteer service. 

Lieutenant Megeff announced that next week was Volunteer Week, and that on behalf of the Police Department, he wanted to express his sincere appreciation to the more than 300 City of Torrance Disaster Service Volunteers.
Lieutenant Megeff announced the upcoming ADC (Area Disaster Center) training for the branch librarians and human resources staff.  Volunteers to serve as role players are still needed and should inquire with CERT Volunteer Coordinator Kathi Galbasin.

Judy Retter announced that Torrance Memorial would be conducting their Spring disaster drill on June 5.

Robin Fisher announced he had attended an earthquake conference in Long Beach, and that the state would be conducting a state-wide drill on November 13.  He further related the military will be involved, as well as City government, chambers of commerce, and school districts; possibly even Mexico and Canada.

Deputy Chief Mike Browne related Mike Martinet provided a briefing to City Department managers re the above (Golden Guardian), and that the Police Department would be actively involved.

Self introduction by Sean Roberts from American Red Cross.  Sean is a disaster  coordinator and works out of the Torrance office at 1995 W. 190th Street.  

Adjournment:


The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM to a meeting on Wednesday, May 28, 2008, in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room, 3031 Torrance Boulevard, Torrance CA.  

These Minutes were approved as submitted on May 28th , 2008.
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