MINUTES OF DISASTER COUNCIL MEETING
March 26, 2008

Call to Order:
Commissioner Glass called the Disaster Council Meeting of March 26, 2008, to order at 3:02 PM.
Flag Salute:
Commissioner Matsuda led the Flag Salute.

Roll Call / Motions for 

Excused Absence:



Council Members:
Melvin Glass, Kathi Galbasin, Kristin Matsuda, Ghislaine Davis


Department Representatives:
Mike Browne 
Police Department







Jon Megeff 

Police Department







Joe Huld 

City Clerk’s Office







Paul Vuoso 

Fire Department







Donna Rizzo

Human Resources


Local Organizations and


Community Members:

Rene Mortensen 
America Red Cross






Meredith Eick 
TARA / CERT / ADT







Robin Fisher 

TUSD







Caroline Elam 
CERT / TARA / ADT







Dorothy Hart 

Hillside Homeowners Assoc







Dee Schuyler 
TARA / CERT







Edith Stieglitz 
CERT







Judy Retter 

Torrance Memorial







Chris Riccardi 
Little Co of Mary Hospital







Stuart Gorsky 
CERT / TARA







Mike Martinet
Area G DMAC

Comments from the Public:
None
Report on Posting of Agenda:
M / S Matsuda / Galbasin – 4 ayes.

Minutes for Approval:
The February 27, 2008 Minutes were approved as submitted.  M / S Galbasin / Matsuda – 4 ayes.
New Business:

A. Discussion re City / private / other sponsored disaster preparedness training:
Commissioner Matsuda inquired re who is providing disaster preparedness training to the community, what are their qualifications, and who do they represent.
Lieutenant Megeff related most disaster preparedness speaker requests that come through the Police Department are ultimately forwarded to the appropriate Disaster Service Volunteer (DSV) coordinator.  The coordinator(s) then provide the training, the material of which has been reviewed and approved by the City’s Office of Emergency Services, as a representative of the Torrance Police Department.

Lieutenant Megeff also acknowledged that other groups and organizations provide similar type of training, but that only the DSV members may do so as representatives of the City of Torrance and the Torrance Police Department.  

Judy Retter from Torrance Memorial related most of their training is delivered by certified trainers; having attended State approved certification courses.  

Rene Mortensen from the American Red Cross related they provide CPR training and other disaster-related “information.”  

Commissioner Davis related CVAN has been working with the State on an instruction book and that they provide in-home disaster preparedness training; but they do not identify themselves as representatives of the City or Torrance Police Department.  
There was also some discussion re water heater inspections.  Police and fire staff both related this is not their function and that they are not qualified to inspect water heaters.  

B. Review comments re Safety Element:

The Disaster Council Commissioners had previously been emailed a draft of their comments made during the February 27, 2008 Disaster Council Meeting re the draft Safety Element.  No additional comments were offered.  Commissioners Matsuda and Davis related they did not receive the email.  

Old Business:

A. Update re USGS Multi-Hazard Study:

Lieutenant Megeff related he has heard back from the USGS and that the City of Torrance is still in their plans.  The earthquake scenario is still being finalized and that we would be contacted when they arrive at the economic impact portion of the study. 
Mike Martinet, Area G DMAC, added he has been attending the emergency planners meetings, and that the USGS is not releasing any information until the Multi-Hazard Study is complete.  The projected completion date is May 5th. 
B. Update re CPR training for Torrance residents:

Commissioner Galbasin related there was a mix-up and that LCM would not be able to assist with the proposed CPR training.  Torrance Memorial, however, can assist.  The Disaster Council then reviewed a letter, drafted by Commissioner Matsuda, recommending that the City Council consider and approve a proposal that the City of Torrance co-sponsor with the Torrance Memorial Medical Center a free, two-hour CPR course for Torrance residents.  M / S Matsuda / Glass – 4 ayes.

Orals:


A. Comments from the Commissioners:


Commissioner Galbasin related Fire Paramedic James Duarte has been reassigned, and that Paul Vuoso is now the new Public Education Officer.  Commissioner Galbasin also related the next CERT refresher would be on Saturday.  





B. City of Torrance Department Updates:

Lieutenant Megeff related the Police Department and DSV personnel would be providing ADC (Area Disaster Center) training on April 30 to Human Resources and Branch Library staff.  This two-hour training session will include a disaster scenario and role players. 
At the request of Commissioner Glass, Donna Rizzo from Human Resources discussed workers compensation insurance and the claims process for volunteers.  Donna related that to be covered, the individual must be a registered DSV and put into service by someone of authority.  There was also questions and discussion re coverage following self activations.  Police Department staff was asked to follow up with the City attorney’s office re this issue.
C. Announcements / Updates:

Robin Fisher from TUSD related he would be attending a school seismic seminar on April 10 in Long Beach.  Robin also related a disaster drill was scheduled for November 13, and that TUSD would be working with the Disaster Council, Police and Fire.

Mike Martinet related he will be providing NIMS ICS 100, IS 700, and ICS 200 training on April 19 for TARA hams and others.  
 
Adjournment:


The meeting was adjourned at 4:04 PM to a meeting on Wednesday, April 23, 2008, in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room, 3031 Torrance Boulevard, Torrance CA.
These Minutes were approved as submitted on April 23rd, 2008.
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