MINUTES OF DISASTER COUNCIL MEETING
           
February 27, 2008
Call to Order:
Commissioner Glass called the Disaster Council Meeting of February 27, 2008 to order at 3:03 PM.
Flag Salute:



Commissioner Davis led the Flag Salute.
Roll Call / Motions for

Excused Absence: 
Council Members:
Melvin Glass, Kathi Galbasin, Kristin Matsuda, Ghislaine Davis


Staff Representatives:
Jon Megeff

Police Department






James Duarte 
Fire Department


Local Organizations and 


Community Members:
Rene Mortensen 
American Red Cross





Meredith Eick 
TARA / CERT / ADT






Caroline Elam
CERT / TARA / ADT






Robin Fisher 
`
TUSD






Dorothy Hart 

Hillside Homeowners’ Association






Chuck Lobb






Pat Preston 

Hillside Homeowners’ Association






Chuck Galbasin 
TARA






Sumi Imada 

New Horizons






Lynn Bedrosian 
TUSD






Tara Brown






Judy Retter 

Torrance Memorial






Jan Wierzbicki 
Library






Edith Stieglitz 
CERT

Comments from the Public:
None

Report on Posting of Agenda:
M / S Matsuda / Galbasin.  4 ayes
Minutes for Approval:
The January 23, 2008 Minutes were approved as submitted.  M / S Matsuda / Glass.  4 ayes
New Business: 
A.  Presentation / Discussion re Draft Safety Element to the General Plan:
Rebecca from Community Development presented the first draft of Chapter 3 of the Safety Element to the General Plan, and requested to record comments / suggestions from the Disaster Council.  Commissioner Glass related the Commissioners had received the draft in advance, that they did in fact have comments / suggestions to make, and he approved her request to record the meeting.  All further comments / suggestions were recorded.  

B. Discussion re City Warming Zones and Back-Up Emergency Power Requirements for Multi-Story Assisted Living Facilities:

Lieutenant Megeff related he received a telephone call from a member of the Commission on Aging (Irene Griffith),who inquired about City warming zones and any regulations requiring back-up emergency power for multi-story assisted living facilities.  Research showed no such warming zones or requirements.  Commissioner Glass recommended that the Commission on Aging pursue the matter if in fact they wished to make recommendations to the City Council.
Old Business:

A. Discussion re City-Taught CPR / First Aid Training for Torrance Residents:
F/F Duarte related he researched the issue and found that some cities offer “Super Saturday” CPR courses, for a fee.  Issues related to this type of training are money, resources, and time.  The mannequins would have to be purchased or rented, the planning stage would take approximately eight months, and for the training to be certified, it would have to be done through the American Red Cross or the American Hearth Association.  Duarte further related this training is already being provided by Torrance Memorial and Little Company of Mary, and that every high school student receives this training through the Fire Department.  Current level of interest was also discussed.     
B. Discussion re Publicizing Home Preparedness Program:
Commissioner Galbasin related she has been in contact with Gesuina Paras from CitiCable.  They may be able to assist in the future with advertising for this program, in addition to The Seasons.  
C. Update re USGS Multi-Hazard Study:
Lieutenant Megeff requested this piece of business be carried over to the next meeting, as he has not heard back from the USGS.  
Orals: 

A.  Comments from Commissioners:

All the Commissioners thanked F/F Duarte for his two years of service to the Disaster Council.  His rotation is over and he’s being replaced.  

Commissioner Galbasin reminded everyone of two upcoming fundraisers; the Fire Department’s Spaghetti Dinner and the Police Department’s Tip-A-Cop.   
Commissioner Matsuda thanked the Police Department for their enhancements to Community Affairs and Emergency Services.

B. City of Torrance Department Updates:

Lieutenant Megeff updated the Disaster Council on the City’s recent involvement in “Operation Higher Ground,” a County-wide Tsunami exercise.  PD and Fire stood up an Area Command at Wilson Park and staffed same with several Command Staff personnel from across the County.  Torrance PD also sent mutual aid resources to Redondo Beach for their evacuation drill.

Lieutenant Megeff also updated the Disaster Council on the current search and testing process re the Emergency Services Coordinator vacancy.

C. Announcements / Updates:

Chuck Lobb handed out and discussed a recent article in the Los Angeles Times re the Governor’s creation of a position on his cabinet to oversee volunteer programs.    
Robin Fisher from TUSD also thanked F/F Duarte for his work with the schools.

Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned at 4:26 PM to a meeting on Wednesday, March 26, 2008, in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room, 3031 Torrance Boulevard, Torrance CA.
 

These Minutes were approved as submitted on March 26th, 2008.
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