MINUTES OF DISASTER COUNCIL MEETING


January 23, 2008
Call to Order:
Commissioner Glass called the Disaster Council Meeting of January 23, 2008 to order at 3:05 p.m.
Flag Salute:
Commissioner Glass led the flag salute.
Roll Call / Motions for





Excused Absence:
Council Members:  
Melvin Glass, Kathi Galbasin, Kristin Matsuda and Ghislaine Davis
Staff Representatives:
Jon Megeff


Police Department






Jan Wierzbicki

Library

Local Organizations and

Community Members:
Caroline Elam

CERT






Dorothy Hart


Hillside Homeowners Association






Patricia Preston

Hillside Homeowners Association






Chuck Galbasin

TARA






Edith Stieglitz

CERT










Judy Retter


Torrance Memorial Hospital






Christopher Riccardi
Little Company Mary Hospital






Sumi Amato


New Horizons






Chuck Lobb





Bud Schmidt

Comments from the Public:
None

Report on Posting of Agenda:
M/S Matsuda /  Galbasin.  4 ayes.
Minutes for Approval:
The November 28, 2007 minutes were approved with amendments.  M/S Galbasin / Matsuda.  4 ayes.
New Business:
A.
Report on Disaster

Preparedness and


Response Through


Neighborhood Watch:
Lt Megeff reported that Torrance PD would be co-hosting three days of disaster preparedness training through Neighborhood Watch.   
B.
Report on Upcoming

ADC Training:
Lt. Megeff reported the Police Department, CERT, and TARA were working together to develop and deliver ADC (Area Disaster Center) training to Library staff.  
Old Business:
A.  Discussion re City-taught 


CPR / First Aid Training

For Torrance Residents :
Commissioner Galbasin discussed having City-sponsored CPR / First Aid training for Torrance residents.  Commissioner Matsuda related she has not heard back  from TFD regarding this training and would like to resume discussion during February’s meeting.  There was also some discussion on whether or not the Red Cross could provide this training. 
B. 
Discussion re Publicizing

Home Preparedness


Program:
Commissioner Galbasin asked that discussion on re this issue be carried over to February’s meeting.  
Oral Communication:
Commissioner Matsuda reported on the City’s Strategic Plan Committee and the raw data that has been received. The City and community rank high on disaster and emergency preparedness.  The meetings are open to the public. 

Patricia Preston questioned why there were only five persons on the Committee who make the decisions.  Commissioners Glass and Matsuda reported there are more than five on the Committee, that the meetings are open to the public with much input, and that the City Council has final approval.  

Commissioner Glass mentioned that Meredith Eick of TARA / CERT / ADT has been attending the Planning Commission workshops and that he (Glass) will be attending the next workshop to learn more about the Safety Element.   

Lieutenant Megeff, on behalf of Chief Neu and the Torrance Police Department, welcomed Commissioner Davis to the Disaster Council.


Jan Wierzbicki from the Library reported that all full time Library staff are trained up on SEMS / NIMS.


Lieutenant Megeff reported that all City employees have completed the required SEMS/NIMS training for 2007, and that the required 2008 training would commence mid year.  

Commissioner Davis related that in the event of a major emergency or disaster, the Torrance Libraries, which also serve as ADCs (Area Disaster Centers), would be used to disseminate disaster information, and not be used as shelters.  
Chuck Lobb introduced Sumi Amato from New Horizons.  Sumi worked for 30 years as a school administrator and is currently working on providing disaster-related training to New Horizons residents.

Chuck Lobb welcomed Caroline Elam to TARA and thanked TUSD for use of antennas on campuses with Ham organizations.
Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 PM to a meeting on Wednesday, February 27, 2008 in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room, 3031 Torrance Boulevard, Torrance CA.
These Minutes were approved as submitted on February 27th, 2008.
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