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          August 4, 2015 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at 6:29 p.m. on 
Tuesday, August 4, 2015 in the Council Chamber at Torrance City Hall. 
 
 ROLL CALL 

Present: Councilmembers Ashcraft, Barnett, Goodrich, Griffiths, Rizzo, Weideman 
and Mayor Furey. 

Absent: None. 

Present:  City Manager Jackson, Assistant City Manager Giordano, 
City Attorney Fellows, City Clerk Poirier and  
other staff representatives. 
 

Agenda Item 18 was considered out of order at this time. 
  
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 The City Council immediately recessed to closed session to confer with the City Manager 
and City Attorney on agenda matters listed under 18A) Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing 
Litigation, pursuant to California Government Code §54956.9(d)(1). 
 
 The City Council reconvened at 7:00 p.m. with all members present.  No formal action was 
taken on any matter considered in closed session. 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE/ INVOCATION 
 
 The flag salute was led by Councilmember Goodrich. 
 
 The non-sectarian invocation was given by Keis Yoshida, youth leader at the South Bay 
Buddhist Center. 
             
3. REPORT OF CITY CLERK ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA/ MOTION TO 

WAIVE FURTHER READING 

 City Clerk Poirier reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 3031 
Torrance Boulevard on Thursday, July 30, 2015. 

MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved that after the City Clerk has read aloud the 
number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the further reading thereof 
shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to demand the 
reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Griffiths and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
4. WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS 
 No items were withdrawn or deferred; supplemental material was available for Items 12A 
and 12B. 
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5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Councilmember Griffiths announced that the City Council Ad Hoc Web Redesign 
Committee will meet on Tuesday, August 11, at 3:30 p.m. in the Third Floor Assembly Room at 
City Hall to review the Request for Proposal (RFP) for the redesign of City’s website. 

 
Councilmember Griffiths reported on the workshop held by the Community Planning and 

Design Committee on Thursday, July 30, to review options for historic preservation programs.  He 
explained that approximately 80 people attended the workshop; that the committee voted 
unanimously to recommend that the Council adopt the updated Historic Resources Survey 
prepared by the Torrance Historical Society; and that staff was directed to bring back more 
information along with associated costs for establishing a Historic Preservation Overlay Zone 
(HPOZ) and implementing the Mills Act Property Tax Abatement Program.   

 
Fire Chief Racowschi reported that Torrance has sent two fire engines and crews to assist 

with fires in northern California as part of a mutual aid agreement and they have a 7 to 14 day 
commitment depending on local conditions and work schedules. 

 
Fire Chief Racowschi announced that ExxonMobil will be conducting their monthly testing 

of the Community Alert Siren on Wednesday, August 5, at approximately 11:30 a.m.  He advised 
that should the siren sound at a time other than the monthly testing, the message is to shelter in 
place and details about the procedure are available on the City’s website or by contacting 
ExxonMobil’s public affairs office at 310-212-4756. 
 
6. COMMUNITY MATTERS 
6A. PROCLAMATION RE “NATIONAL NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME” 
 
 Mayor Furey presented a proclamation declaring Tuesday, August 4, as “National Night 
Out Against Crime” in the City of Torrance to Deputy Police Chief Bernard Anderson, who noted 
that over 75 police officers are visiting 24 Neighborhood Watch gatherings throughout the city this 
evening.   
 
 Mayor Furey suggested that the Council may wish to consider scheduling a dark night 
next year so they can participate in this event.  
  
6B. RECOGNITION OF CITY OF TORRANCE 2015 SUMMER INTERNS 
 
 Mayor Furey recognized the following college students who volunteered as summer 
interns for the City of Torrance and presented them with certificates:  Christian Duarte, Cal State 
Dominguez Hills; Galt Dunn, UCLA; Victoria Johnson, Rice University in Texas; and 
Monica Van Luven, UC Berkeley. 
 
6C. RECOGNITION OF PRINCIPAL AND STUDENTS FROM QINGDAO CITY, CHINA 
 
 Mayor Furey welcomed Principal Zhang and 21 students from Qingdao City, China, 
visiting Torrance as part of a cultural exchange program and presented Ms. Zhang with a 
certificate. 
 
 Ms. Zhang shared background information about her school and Qingdao City and 
presented a decorative plate to Mayor Furey on behalf of Qingdao City. 
  



 

  City Council 
 3 August 4, 2015 

7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 
 
7A. Debra Corwin, co-founder of Purrfect Partners, a cat rescue organization, urged the 
Council to consider requiring the mandatory spaying and neutering of cats and dogs. 
 
7B. Virginia Hilker, Torrance, thanked the City for continuing to support the Torrance Certified 
Farmers Market, which she greatly enjoys. 
 
7C. Janet Payne, Torrance Historical Society, announced that the museum will be extending 
its hours on Thursdays until 8:00 p.m. for the month of August and there will be special 
presentations/exhibits each week, including rare memorabilia from Louis Zamperini on display on 
August 13. 
 
7D. Harry Stuver, Towers Street, expressed concerns about the Redondo Beach firing range 
adjacent to his neighborhood due to health and safety issues and requested the City’s assistance 
in dealing with this problem.   
 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
8A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council approve the City Council minutes of 
July 7 and July 14, 2015.  

 
8B. COMMUNITY ARTS GRANT PROGRAM FOR FY 2015-2016 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Cultural Arts Commission and the Community Services Director 
that City Council approve $5,000 in funds for Community Arts Grant Program Fiscal Year 
2015-2016. 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Weideman moved to approve Consent Calendar Items 8A and 
8B.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Ashcraft and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
 Item 12 B was considered out of order at this time. 
 
12B. AMENDED/RESTATED LEASE FOR 2755 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY (TORRANCE 

TOWNE CENTER) 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approve the following 
amendments with Torrance Towne Center Associates LLC for lease of City-owned 
property located at 2755 Pacific Coast Highway (corner of PCH and Crenshaw Boulevard): 
1)  Adjust the rent to reflect a Fair Market Adjustment effective March 1, 2015 with the 

following terms: Base rent (MBR) set at $850,000 annually; Percentage rent set at 
13% of gross rents over MBR, with an increase to 15% in 2018, and to 17% in 2024;  
Fair Market Adjustment on January 1, 2038; and Annual CPI with 2% floor and 5% 
cap; 
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2) Certain lease clean-up language; and 
3) Consent to sub-leases with two non-retail businesses. 
 

 Assistant City Manager Giordano briefly reviewed the proposed amendments to the lease 
for City-owned property at 2755 Pacific Coast Highway, known as the Torrance Towne Center.  
She noted that Keyser Marston Associates, a firm that specializes in advising on public/private 
real estate development reviewed the restructured rental formula and determined that it was 
reasonable.  She reported that the lessee was also seeking approval of two sub-tenants that are 
non-retail businesses, an existing mortgage broker/real estate business operated by International 
Equity Group dba RC Brown, and a proposed dental practice operated by Stephen Tassone DDS, 
Inc.  She advised that staff was recommending approval of both tenants and their specific 
businesses, but not as a general classification of businesses acceptable at the center, because 
the focus remains on retail operations. 
 
 Councilmember Rizzo disclosed that he knows Dr. Tassone through his church, but this 
will not affect his decision on this item. 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Griffiths and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
12A. LUS13-00002: KEEPING OF CHICKENS AND/OR BEES 

 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Development Director that City Council consider the 
Land Use Study regarding the keeping of chickens and/or bees for single family 
residences within the City, and provide direction to staff. 
 

 Deputy Community Development Director Cessna requested input from the Council as to 
whether they wished to move forward with allowing chickens and/or bees to be kept on single-
family residential properties in Torrance.  She stated that urban farming is growing in popularity 
and research indicates that this activity is a reasonable and appropriate land use in urban settings 
provided the people doing it are responsible.  She provided an overview of draft ordinances that 
would allow the keeping of chickens (hens only) and bees via the Small Animal Permit (SAP) 
process.  She reported that the keeping of bees presents some challenges with regard to 
enforcement because staff would be reluctant to enter a yard with a beehive due to a lack of 
expertise in this area.  She suggested that enforcement concerning chickens was not likely to be 
a problem since several residents have admitted that they are already keeping them and she was 
aware of only one complaint, which was resolved when the chickens were removed. 
 

Mayor Furey asked if there have been any complaints about beekeeping, and Deputy 
Director Cessna advised that staff receives periodic calls about swarms that need to be removed, 
but they are not related to beekeeping. 

 
Mayor Furey suggested that an inordinate amount of time has been spent on drafting 

ordinances for an activity that has generated only one complaint and expressed concerns that 
issuing permits and enforcing regulations could further burden staff. 
 
 Councilmember Ashcraft asked if an expert in beekeeping would have to be hired to do 
inspections if the Council approves this activity and if Animal Control would be charged with 
enforcing the new regulations. 
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Deputy Director Cessna responded that she did not believe an expert in beekeeping would 
be needed, but staff will need training in this area and that the Community Development 
Department would likely handle the issuing of permits and enforcement. 
 
 Councilmember Barnett stated that he favors maintaining the current Code that prohibits 
chickens and beekeeping on residential properties, which appears to be working given the lack 
of complaints.  He related his experience that such activities can create a nuisance for neighbors 
who live in close proximity and should be confined to more rural areas.  Additionally, he expressed 
concerns that enforcing the new regulations would place a burden on CDD staff.  He noted that a 
new tree ordinance and historic preservation programs are currently under discussion, and if 
either or both are approved, there will be even more demand on staff time. 
  
 Councilmember Goodrich noted that according to the staff report, the draft ordinance for 
hens is based on the existing code section that allows doves and pigeons, which requires a 
neighbor sign-off process only if someone wants to have more than four birds, however, the 
proposed draft ordinance requires a sign-off process for even one hen.  He asked about this 
inconsistency. 
 
  Deputy Director Cessna explained that staff felt neighbors should be notified regardless 
of the number of hens since this activity has not been allowed in the past, and additionally doves 
and pigeons are kept in enclosures, while chickens could be roaming the yard.  
  
 Councilmember Goodrich expressed concerns that as happens with the sign-off process 
in the Hillside Overlay, neighbors may decline to give their approval out of spite even though they 
have no real objections. 
 
 Councilmember Griffiths disclosed that he was on the Environmental Quality Commission 
when this issue first came up and has heard a lot about this topic.  He related his understanding 
that the draft ordinances came about because some residents are interested in keeping hens and 
bees and they would like to do so legally.   He stated that he did not believe enforcement would 
be a big issue, since there is not a huge amount of people interested in doing this and information 
from nearby cities that allow it bears this out.  He noted that residents are not required to notify 
neighbors if they want to get a dog or a cat and he was not sure that bees and hens should be 
treated any differently. 
 
   Councilmember Rizzo related his preference to bifurcate the consideration of beekeeping 
and the raising of hens since each requires a different set of regulations and he felt that something 
might be overlooked by doing them both at the same time.   

 Mayor Furey invited public comment. 

 Marilyn Henschel, Torrance, contended that urban farming is an oxymoron.  She reported 
that her neighbor began keeping chickens 9-10 months ago and their squawking and clucking 
has been very disruptive.  She stated that it is obvious that the existing ordinance has not been 
enforced and she has no confidence that enforcement of the new ordinances would be any better.  
She cited a recent news item about a dog that was stung to death by bees being kept illegally by 
a neighbor, noting that the dog’s owner and emergency responders were also stung. 
 
 Ann Ferrelli, Torrance, stated that she was appalled that the Council would even consider 
allowing the keeping of bees and hens.  She reported that she has had numerous problems with 
raccoons, swarming bees, feral cats and barking dogs and related her belief that allowing the 
keeping of hens and bees will only create more problems.  She noted that she checked with the 
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Center for Disease Control and learned that chickens carry Marek’s Disease, which is highly 
contagious to other chickens and harmful to young children.   
 
 Debra Corwin, Torrance, reported that chickens were abandoned at Columbia Park 
approximately 2-3 years ago and Animal Control had difficulty corralling them due to a lack of 
experience. 
 
 Christian Behr, Torrance, stated that according to research he had done, urban farmers 
purchase chicks at a time when it’s difficult to determine their sex and this has resulted in roosters 
being one of the most abandoned animals.  He reported that he personally experienced the 
problems this creates when a rooster was abandoned at Sur La Brea Park a couple of months 
ago.  He explained that Animal Control was notified, but was unable to help because officers do 
not work in the early morning hours when the rooster was crowing and awakening residents.  He 
urged the Council not to allow the keeping of bees and hens, noting that fresh eggs and local 
honey are readily available at the Farmers Market. 
 
  John Crookston, Torrance, reported that he has been a beekeeper in the Riviera area 
since 1976 and his neighbors have no idea that he is keeping bees on his property.  He stated 
that animal owners have a responsibility not to inconvenience their neighbors, whether they have 
dogs, pigeons or bees, and he believes the keeping of bees and hens can be done in a 
responsible manner without impacting neighbors.  He related his understanding that there have 
been no problems in Redondo Beach where beekeeping is legal and offered to work with staff so 
they would have a greater comfort level in dealing with bees. 
 
 Sue Aaron, Torrance, stated that she shares concerns previously mentioned about 
chickens, including noise and odors, and she was also concerned about bees, noting that today’s 
edition of the L.A. Times has an article about one person being killed and two injured in bee 
attacks. 
 
     Harry Stuver, Torrance, reported that he currently keeps chickens on his property and 
would like to see it made legal, because if someone complains he could be forced to remove his 
pets even if they are not causing any problems.  He voiced objections to the neighbor sign-off 
process, noting that neighbors would be able to lodge a complaint if bees or chickens become a 
nuisance.  Urging adoption of the ordinances, he suggested that it was unlikely that the number 
of residents keeping chickens and bees would greatly increase just because it becomes legal so 
enforcement should not be an issue. 
 
 Laura (last name not given), Torrance, related her experience that Animal Control deals 
almost exclusively with dogs and recommended that officers be given broader training so they 
can be helpful with other types of animal problems.  She also recommended that their hours be 
extended because problems are not confined to weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
 Mayor Furey noted that Animal Control has been very successful in returning pets to their 
owners, which is one of the main reasons the City established its own Animal Control program. 
 

Carl Dingman, Torrance, related his understanding that there have been virtually no 
complaints in nearby cities where the keeping of bees and hens is allowed, and suggested that a 
lot of the resistance is due to fear of the unknown.  He reported that he started beekeeping 8 
years ago after he was told by the police department that it was legal and he continued to have 
hives until 2 years ago when they came to the attention of L.A. County Vector Control and had to 
be removed.  He noted that he formerly removed unwanted beehives in New Horizons free of 
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charge, but is no longer able to do so since he can’t keep them on his property and expressed his 
willingness to educate City staff on beekeeping.  
 
 Jim Montgomery, Torrance, disclosed that he is a member of the Environmental Quality 
Commission and voted in favor of the draft ordinances, but was speaking on his own behalf.  He 
stated that he would like to be able to keep bees, but does not want to break the law and believes 
it’s important to have regulations in place so it can be done in a safe manner.  He suggested that 
having beehives managed by professionals/hobbyists could benefit Torrance in terms of 
controlling feral bee colonies.  He recommended that residents be allowed to keep bees and hens 
by right as long as long as standards and requirements are met, rather than requiring a neighbor 
sign-off process. 
 
 Dawn Covey, Torrance, voiced her opinion that most people will act responsibly if the 
keeping of bees and hens is allowed; that much of the opposition was due to fear of the unknown; 
and that it was unnecessary to over-regulate this activity by implementing a complicated permit 
process.      
 
 Virginia Hilker, Torrance, urged the Council to allow the keeping of hens and bees in 
Torrance and submitted written material for the record. 
 

Alice Zahorik, Torrance, reported that she kept chickens when she lived in a neighboring 
city and it did not create any problems and she would like to do it again because she found it to 
be very educational for her children, but will only do it if it’s legal because she does not want to 
risk having to get rid of the chickens if there is a complaint due to the considerable expense 
involved.  She submitted background information that was distributed to the Council.   
 
   Robert Bojorquez, Torrance, related his experience that people who keep bees and 
chickens on their property tend to very organized and he felt it was unlikely that allowing these 
activities would create any problems or require additional staff for purposes of enforcement.  He 
reported that sellers guarantee the gender of chicks when they are purchased.   
 
 Judi Gerber, Torrance, reported that people she knows who keep chickens and bees tend 
to be very responsible, organized and well informed on the subject and suggested that much of 
the opposition was due to the fear factor.  She urged the Council to take action so people who 
wish to raise chickens and bees can do so legally. 
 
 Councilmember Weideman thanked the public for their input, noting that he received 
approximately 55 emails both pro and con on this subject.  He stated that while he understood 
the argument that it’s unnecessary to create regulations for something that is not causing many 
problems, he was moved by residents who currently keep chickens and want it to be legal.  He 
expressed support for the Small Animal Permit process as proposed, except for the requirement 
that neighbors sign-off on the permit and recommended that a provision be included limiting hens 
to the rear yard.  Acknowledging that Animal Control does excellent job, he stated that he was 
not sure enforcement of the ordinances should be under their umbrella, and requested that the 
Council be provided with an information item clarifying the Animal Control Division’s duties.    
 
 Councilmember Goodrich reported that he lives near Mr. Stuver and walks the 
neighborhood on a regular basis and had no idea he was keeping hens in his backyard and he 
felt this was indicative of the level of responsibility shown by most people who choose to do this.  
He related his belief that there’s a larger societal problem regarding the nation’s food supply, 
citing the fact that Iowa is the largest egg producer, which means that eggs are trucked thousands 
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of miles from farm to table.  He noted that egg farmers are allowed to house chickens in spaces 
so small they can’t move around or spread their wings, with an industry standard of only 67 square 
inches per hen, and even California, which recently passed more restrictive regulations, allows 
60 hens in a 4 x 12 foot enclosure.  He indicated that he favors a more sustainable, back-to-nature 
approach to food production and therefore supports joining the 68 out of 88 cities in L.A. County 
that allow the keeping of hens, including neighboring beach communities, which have smaller lots 
and setbacks than Torrance.  With regard to particulars, he stated that he supports the Small 
Animal Permit process with no neighbor sign-off requirement, which he feels is unnecessarily 
bureaucratic since neighbors would still be able to file complaints.  
 
 Councilmember Griffiths voiced support for allowing the keeping of hens and bees in 
Torrance.  He pointed out that it was unlikely that people would to do this on a whim because 
there is considerable expense involved and those who choose to make the investment are more 
likely to be responsible.   
 
 Councilmember Ashcraft noted that according to information provided to the Council from 
Utah State University, it’s almost impossible to determine the gender of baby chicks so the 
abandonment of roosters could be an issue.  She suggested that speakers who admitted that 
they are currently keeping bees and chickens illegally must be doing so in a responsible manner 
due to the absence of complaints from neighbors.  She indicated that she would support allowing 
these activities only if adjacent neighbors sign off on the permit, with an appeals process should 
a neighbor refuse to sign.  She pointed out that any kind of pet can create a nuisance for neighbors 
if their owner is irresponsible, explaining that she was unable to use her backyard for years due 
to a neighbor’s dogs.   
    
 Councilmember Rizzo indicated that he preferred a process whereby neighbors would be 
notified of the application and the permit would be issued after a set number of days if no 
objections are received rather than a sign-off process.  He stated that he understood that residents 
want to be able to do these things legally so it was a matter of finding how best to mitigate the 
impact on neighbors.  He reiterated his position that regulations for bees and chickens should be 
bifurcated and considered separately. 
 
 Mayor Furey agreed that beekeeping and raising chickens should be considered 
independently since the issues are not all the same.  He expressed concerns about opening up 
a “Pandora’s box” because if chickens are allowed, the question will inevitably become why not 
other farm animals, such goats, pot-bellied pigs or ducks.  He also expressed concerns about 
potential liability issues for the City should someone be injured, noting that bees are agitated by 
leaf blowers and stray bees could be a serious hazard for a neighbor who is allergic to bee stings. 
 
 Councilmember Rizzo, echoed by Councilmember Goodrich, suggested that the City look 
into the possibility of creating a community space for beekeeping similar to existing community 
gardens instead of allowing it in residential neighborhoods. 
 
 Councilmember Ashcraft related her understanding that beekeeping in a community 
environment was not feasible because bees need constant supervision, and Deputy Director 
Cessna offered to research the matter. 
  

MOTION:  Councilmember Weideman moved to direct staff to modify the draft ordinances 
for keeping bees and hens based on discussion at this meeting and to bring them back separately 
beginning with bees for City Council consideration.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Griffiths and passed by a 6-1 vote, with Councilmember Barnett voting no. 
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 Commenting on his vote, Councilmember Barnett stated that he has a philosophical 
objection based on his experience, however his vote could change in the future.    
  
 13. HEARINGS 
 
13A. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT SOLID WASTE 

AND SEWER DISCHARGE FEES 
 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Finance Director that Council adopt a Resolution authorizing and 
directing the Los Angeles County Assessor to place delinquent solid waste and sewer 
discharge fees on the Los Angeles County Assessor's roll to be collected at the same time 
in the same manner as county taxes. 
 

 Mayor Furey announced that this was the time and place for a public hearing on this 
matter.  City Clerk Poirier confirmed that the hearing was properly advertised. 
 
 Sr. Accountant Bittner stated that staff was seeking approval to place delinquent solid 
waste and sewer discharge fees on the LA County Assessor’s 2015-16 tax roll to be collected 
along with property taxes.  She reported that there are currently 76 delinquent accounts totaling 
approximately $35,000 and the cost to place them on the tax roll is $69.00.  She explained that 
this method of collection has proven to be very effective since the Council first approved it in 2011, 
with a collection rate of 94%.  She noted that residents have until Wednesday, August 26, to pay 
the outstanding amount to avoid having it placed on their property tax bill. 

 As no one from the public wished to be heard, the public hearing was closed. 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Weideman moved to close the public hearing.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by unanimous vote. 
 

MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Griffiths and passed by unanimous vote. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-59 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY ASSESSOR TO 
INCLUDE DELINQUENT SOLID WASTE AND SEWER DISCHARGE FEES AS A 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT TO BE COLLECTED AT THE SAME TIME AND IN THE 
SAME MANNER AS COUNTY TAXES 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Rizzo moved to adopt Resolution No. 2015-59.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilmember Goodrich and passed by unanimous vote. 
16. SECOND READING ORDINANCES 
 
16A. SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 3785 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 3785 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
CALIFORNIA, AMENDING DIVISION 9 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE  
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TO RECLASSIFY CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE FROM A-1 
(LIGHT AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT) AND DESIGNATE LAND TO P-U (PUBLIC USE 
DISTRICT) (APN #4087-037-902) 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Rizzo moved to adopt Ordinance No. 3785.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilmember Goodrich and passed by unanimous vote. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS  
 
17A. Councilmember Griffiths commended the Fire Department for the recent rescue of a West 
High student, who has since fully recovered. 
 
17B. Councilmember Ashcraft reported that she and Councilmember Griffiths recently attended 
a presentation on the proposed modernization of Los Angeles International Airport and LAX plans 
to have an above-ground people mover in place by 2023 and to have one centralized location for 
car rental agencies instead of having them scattered around the airport. 
 
17C. Councilmember Barnett announced that the next Commissioner Certification Training 
Class will be held on Tuesday, September 29, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the Nakano Theatre and 
residents may register online at www.TorranceCA.gov/CommissionerCert.htm or by calling 310-
618-5880.  He noted that the class must be completed to apply for a position on any City of 
Torrance commission or board. 
 
17D. Councilmember Goodrich welcomed Kashiwa exchange students, who have just arrived 
in Torrance, noting that he was looking forward to the Sister City Association’s Chili Cook-off and 
Square Dance on Thursday, August 6, at 6:00 p.m. at the Toyota Automobile Museum.   
 
17F. Mayor Furey announced that the Torrance Education Foundation will be holding a 
fundraiser at the Comedy and Magic Club on Wednesday, August 26, in honor of Gene Drevno, 
former City Councilwoman and founding member of the TEF, with proceeds to fund a scholarship 
in her name, and additional information is available at 310-972-6418. 
 
17G. Mayor Furey announced that Behavioral Health Services will be holding its 4th annual Art 
and Community Fair at 15519 Crenshaw Boulevard, Gardena, on Saturday, September 26, from 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., which will include a backpack giveaway, art projects, mobile food trucks, 
live performances and raffles. 
 
17H. City Manager Jackson advised the Council that staff will return with an item to provide 
clarification regarding the duties and responsibilities of Animal Control as discussed under 
Agenda Item 12A. 
 
17I. Milton Herring, Torrance, commented positively on National Night Out and echoed the 
Mayor’s suggestion that the Council schedule a dark night for year’s event.   
 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Considered earlier in the meeting, see page 1. 
  

http://www.torranceca.gov/CommissionerCert.htm
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19. ADJOURNMENT 
  
 At 9:27 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, August 11, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. for an 
executive session, with regular business commencing at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber. 
 
 
 
  
 /s/ Patrick  J. Furey 
Attest: Mayor of the City of Torrance 
  
/s/ R. Poirier  
Rebecca Poirier Approved on September 1, 2015 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


