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           July 14, 2015 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at 5:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 14, 2015 in the Council Chamber at Torrance City Hall. 
 
 ROLL CALL 

Present: Councilmembers Ashcraft, Barnett, Goodrich, Griffiths, Weideman and 
Mayor Furey. 

Absent: Councilmember Rizzo. 

Present:  City Manager Jackson, Assistant City Manager Giordano, 
City Attorney Fellows, City Clerk Poirier and other staff representatives. 
 

Agenda Item 18 was considered out of order at this time. 
  
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 The City Council immediately recessed to closed session to confer with the City Manager 
and City Attorney on agenda matters listed under 18A) Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing 
Litigation, and 18B) Real Property - Conference with Real Property Negotiator,  pursuant to 
California Government Code §54956.9(d)(1) and 54956.8. 
 
 The City Council reconvened at 7:00 p.m. with all members present except 
Councilmember Rizzo.  No formal action was taken on any matter considered in closed session. 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE/ INVOCATION 
 
 The flag salute was led by Councilmember Weideman. 
 
 The non-sectarian invocation was given by Father Tran, Nativity Catholic Church. 
             
3. REPORT OF CITY CLERK ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA/ MOTION TO 

WAIVE FURTHER READING 

 City Clerk Poirier reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 3031 
Torrance Boulevard on Thursday, July 9, 2015. 

MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved that after the City Clerk has read aloud the 
number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the further reading thereof 
shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to demand the 
reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Griffiths and passed by unanimous vote (absent Councilmember Rizzo). 
 
4. WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS 
 
 No items were withdrawn or deferred; supplemental material was available for Items 8D, 
12A and 12D. 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Councilmember Griffiths announced that the Community Planning and Design Committee 

will meet on Thursday, July 30, from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chamber to discuss 
the possibilities for historic preservation programs in Torrance. 
  

Councilmember Ashcraft thanked Bishop Montgomery high school teacher Judy Kline and 
her students for raising funds to purchase a bullet proof vest for police dog Nemo and Maureen 
O’Donnell for contributing $900 to provide one for police dog Nico.  
 

Mayor Furey commended Torrance residents for their water conversation efforts.  He 
reported that many Torrance residents have taken active measures to reduce their water 
consumption since statewide mandates went into effect on April 1, 2015 and they have quickly 
become role models for residents in other cities.  He noted that the California Water Resources 
Control Board sets potable water usage targets for water agencies in the state; that Torrance's 
target was set at a 20% reduction compared to the 2013 baseline year; and that in May municipal 
water customers reduced their use by 26% and in June by 28%.  

 
Mayor Furey noted that the Veterans Memorial Wall, located at the corner of Torrance 

Boulevard and Maple Avenue, has eight flagpoles for the display of the American flag, the 
California state flag, the Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Flag, the City flag and the five military 
branch flags.  He reported that currently, the flags are displayed only on special occasions such 
as Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, Veteran's Day, but there have been several requests that 
they be displayed all year.  With the concurrence of Council, he directed staff to display all of the 
flags throughout the year in accordance with flag protocol to ensure they are properly displayed 
and replaced as needed. 
 
6. COMMUNITY MATTERS – None. 
  
7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 
 
7A. Paul Cohen, Commission on Aging, relayed the Commission’s recommendation that some 
sort of railing be installed to make it easier and safer to navigate the steep walkways at the 
Armstrong Theatre. 
 
7B. Leilani Kimmel-Dagastino, Commission on Aging, requested information about recently 
approved ADA upgrades, which was provided by City Manager Jackson. 
 
7C. Bob Chiota, Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 53, announced a fundraiser at the 
Comedy and Magic Club on Wednesday, September 2, with additional information available at 
www.VVA53.org.   
 
7D. Mark Stephenson, Torrance, contended that the City misappropriated Redevelopment 
Agency property tax revenues meant for the payment of RDA debt for other purposes and failed 
to comply with reporting requirements for the RDA and its successor agency. 
 
7E. Janet Payne, Torrance Historical Society, announced that “Rock Around the Block,” a ‘50s 
themed block party, will be held on Thursday, July 16, from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. in front of the 
historical museum at located at 1345 Post Avenue. 
 
 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 

http://www.vva53.org/


 

  City Council 
 3 July 14, 2015 

 
8A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council approve the City Council minutes of 
June 16, 2015. 

 
8B. FEE AGREEMENT RE LEGAL SERVICES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation that of the City Attorney that City Council approve a fee agreement with 
Liebert Cassidy Whitmore to provide legal services pertaining to the Civil Service Appeal 
of personnel matter #A14-012436, in an amount not to exceed $75,000. 

 
8C. PURCHASE ORDER FOR READY MIX CONCRETE AND SLURRY SEAL 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council authorize a purchase 
order with Catalina Pacific Concrete of Torrance, CA in an amount not to exceed $140,975 
annually for a total not to exceed amount of $422,925, for Ready Mix Concrete Class "A", 
Class "C", Class "E" and Slurry Mix (B2015-15), on an as needed basis for a three (3) 
year period from August 13, 2015 to August 12, 2018. 

 
8D. PURCHASE ORDER FOR COMPUTER EQUIPMENT AND SOFTWARE 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Communications & Information Technology Director that City 
Council authorize an annual purchase order with Dell Marketing L.P. of Round Rock, TX 
for computer equipment and software on an as-requested basis for an amount not to 
exceed $260,000 for the period of July 15, 2015 to June 30, 2016. 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Weideman moved to approve Consent Calendar Items 8A 
through 8D.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Ashcraft and passed by unanimous 
vote (absent Councilmember Rizzo). 
 
12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
12A. RESOLUTION SETTING REFERENCE POINTS FOR EXECUTIVE AND 

MANAGEMENT EMPLOYEES  
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council adopt the Resolution for Executive 
and Management Employees, adjusting the reference points, by the May to May 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) pursuant to provisions of the Merit Plan. 

 
 Assistant to the City Manager Chaparyan noted supplemental material clarifying that 
personal leave was changed from 27 hours to three days and correcting a scrivener’s error. 
 
 Mark Stephenson, Torrance, voiced objections to Section 3.12(B) in the resolution, which 
states that the car allowance for Category 2 employees is included in their base pay, maintaining 
that per California Government Code (CGC) Section 20636(B)(1) car allowances may not be part 
of an employee’s base pay or pay rate.  He contended that the City does not meet the legal 
requirements for awarding merit pay because CCR (California Code of Regulations) Section 
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571(a)(1) specifies that merit pay is compensation awarded for superior performance and Section 
1.2(B) of the resolution indicates that City employees can receive merit pay for simply meeting 
expectations.  He further contended that the City has failed to comply with CGC Section 
20636(B)(4)(d), which requires pay rates and special compensation schedules to be part of the 
public record and available for public scrutiny, since it has failed to  disclose the amount of merit 
pay awarded every year despite numerous CPR (California Public Record) requests. 
 
 Assistant to the City Manager Chaparyan reported that this employee group’s pay is 
reported to the State Controller and the adjusted pay for individual positions was included in the 
recently adopted line-item PERS resolution.          
 
 Finance Director Tsao advised that the car allowance is treated as a benefit for executive 
employees; that it is basically a reimbursement for expenses; and that it is not PERS-reportable 
compensation or part of their base pay.   
 

MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Griffiths and passed by unanimous vote (absent 
Councilmember Rizzo). 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-58 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE  
SETTING FORTH CHANGES REGARDING EXECUTIVE AND MANAGEMENT 
EMPLOYEES EFFECTIVE JULY 14, 2015 AND REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 
2014-63 

 
MOTION:  Councilmember Goodrich moved to adopt Resolution No. 2015-58.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilmember Weideman and passed by unanimous vote (absent 
Councilmember Rizzo). 
 
12B. JOINT USE AGREEMENT WITH TORRANCE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Council Citizen Development and Enrichment Committee 
that City Council: 
1)  Approve the 2015 amendment to the Joint Use Agreement for facilities and services 

with the Torrance Unified School District (TUSD), and 
2) Approve additional expenditure of $7,000. 

 
 Assistant to the City Manager Chaparyan provided background information about the Joint 
Use Agreement with Torrance Unified School District, which was developed in 2013 to maximize 
the usage of space and achieve joint operational efficiencies.  He reported that the additional 
$7,000 is necessary to allow for increased usage of Cultural Arts Center facilities by TUSD and 
increased usage of middle school gyms for Cultural Services programs.  
 
 Councilmember Weideman, chair of the Citizen Development and Enrichment Committee, 
reported that the Committee has been closely monitoring the Joint Use Agreement and voted 
unanimously to approve the proposed amendment and additional expenditure. 
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MOTION:  Councilmember Weideman moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by unanimous vote (absent 
Councilmember Rizzo). 
 
12C. DESIGNATION OF VOTING DELEGATE FOR 2015 LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA 

CITIES ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approve the designation of 
Councilmember Heidi Ann Ashcraft as the voting delegate to represent the City of 
Torrance at the 2015 League of California Cities Annual conference from September 30 - 
October 2, 2015, in San Jose, California. 
 

 Management Associate Jones noted that the State Legislative Advocacy Committee will 
meet in early September to review the resolutions to be considered at the conference and the 
Committee’s recommendations will be presented to the full Council for approval prior to the 
conference. 
 

MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Weideman and passed by unanimous vote (absent 
Councilmember Rizzo). 
 
12D. RECONSIDERATION OF AWARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AGREEMENT FOR 

NORTH TORRANCE WELL FIELD PROJECT PHASE II 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council: 
1)  Reconsider the award of a Public Works Agreement for the North Torrance Well Field 

Project Phase II, I-108, B2015-13; and 
2) Reject all bids received and opened on May 20, 2015 for the North Torrance Well Field 

Project, Phase II, I-108, B2015-13. 
 
 Deputy Public Works Director Bilezerian reported that per the Council’s direction at the 
June 23, 2015 City Council meeting, staff investigated claims contained in documents submitted 
on May 27, 2015 by the Center for Contract Compliance (CCC) regarding GRFCO, the company 
that was awarded the Public Works Agreement for the North Torrance Well Field Project, Phase 
II, at the June 9, 2015 City Council meeting.  He explained that the investigation revealed that the 
Department of Industrial Relations (DIR) in San Diego issued three determinations of civil 
penalties to GRFCO on December 29, 2014; that the president of GRFCO is the subject of an 
ongoing investigation by the Orange County District Attorney’s Office regarding in part, violations 
of State labor laws; and that GRFCO failed to disclose this information on bid documents as 
required.  He advised that the Council has two options: 1) consider making a finding that GRFCO 
is “not responsible,” which involves a public hearing, or 2) reject all bids, and staff was 
recommending the latter.  He noted that if the Council rejects all bids, staff will re-advertise the 
project in December 2015 to allow for construction to be completed while school is out during the 
summer of 2016. 
 
 Councilmember Ashcraft asked if staff typically tries to find out if a bidder has had penalties 
assessed by the DIR when reviewing bids. 
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 Deputy Public Works Director Bilezerian advised that staff relies on the information 
submitted by the bidder unless they are provided with information to the contrary and they know 
which office of the DIR is involved because there are several throughout the state.  He noted that 
the DIR’s website is not up to date as violations are posted only through 2012 so information 
about more recent violations is very difficult to find. 
 
 Councilmember Ashcraft expressed dismay that there’s no easy way to check the 
information provided by bidders because in her opinion, a bid should be thrown out immediately 
if it includes falsified information. 
 
 Deputy Public Works Director Bilezerian noted that even though the website is not up to 
date, it still provides useful information because bidders are asked to list violations in the previous 
five years.  He reported that the City’s bid documents are modeled on federal bid documents and 
they were devised at a time when there was no centralized website listing violations.  
 
  City Attorney Fellows advised that competing firms and agencies such as the Center for 
Contract Compliance act as watchdogs when it comes to disclosing this type of information.  
 
 Pierre Weakly, senior investigator for the Center for Contract Compliance, reported that it 
was the information he provided that enabled staff to discover GRFCO’s violations and this type 
of information is virtually impossible to find unless someone knows exactly where to look.  He 
noted that staff’s investigation was hampered due to the volume of information he submitted, 
much of which was outdated and not pertinent to this bid. 
 
 Mayor Furey thanked Mr. Weakly and the Center for Contract Compliance for bringing this 
information to the City’s attention. 
 
 City Attorney Fellows clarified that the documents submitted by the Center for Contract 
Compliance do not constitute a bid protest, but rather a letter of complaint and the information 
was treated by the City as such. 
 
 Mark Stephenson, Torrance, noted that documents from GRFCO state that the company 
has never “paid a fine or citation” so the company may have misunderstood the question on the 
bidding form which asks if there has ever been an “assessment of penalties.”  He related his 
understanding that the violation for which GRFCO was cited was fairly minor and questioned 
whether the City considers the severity of the violation so that a company is not precluded from 
being awarded a contract for five years due to a minor violation. 
 
  Mayor Furey related his understanding that disclosures about past violations would be 
considered as part of the bid evaluation process. 
 
 City Attorney Fellows noted that the bid document clearly asks if the firm or its officers 
have ever been “assessed” any penalties not whether they have “paid” any penalties. 
 
 Councilmember Goodrich questioned whether the City was incurring any monetary 
damages due to the delay in this project, especially with regard to the lease with Southern 
California Edison recently approved by the City Council, and if so, if there was any way for the 
City to recover these damages. 
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Deputy Public Works Director Bilezerian reported the City has other uses for the land that 
was leased from SCE, including as a storage area for the Slurry Seal Project, and it is a five-year 
lease so it will be in effect for the duration of the well field project.  He indicated that the only 
added expense was the considerable amount of staff time spent to investigate this matter. 
 
 City Attorney Fellows advised that the City could not recover monetary damages from 
GRFCO. 
 
 Noting that it has become apparent that there is a lack of information that makes it difficult 
to identify a company that has misrepresented itself on bid documents, Councilmember Goodrich 
asked if there are things that can be done to bridge this gap in information and suggested relaying 
information discovered this evening to other cities so that they do not encounter the same 
problems in the future.  
 
 Deputy Public Works Director Bilezerian responded that staff could contact the DIR to see 
if there is a way to search for violations by contractor name and state license number even if the 
information has not been posted on their website and the Center for Contract Compliance’s 
database might also be a resource.  He also suggested that staff could look into requiring bidders 
to provide additional information to assist with staff’s analysis. 
 
 Councilmember Griffiths commented that he thought honesty in a bid was critical and he 
would find it hard to support a bidder who has been less than honest.  For purposes of clarification, 
he asked if GRFCO would be allowed to bid on the project again, if the Council decides to reject 
all bids. 
 
 City Attorney Fellows advised that GRFCO would be able to submit a bid and staff would 
have to make a determination as to whether the bidder was responsible based on the information 
provided. 
 

MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved to reject all bids.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Weideman and passed by unanimous vote (absent Councilmember Rizzo). 
 
12E. AMENDED/RESTATED LEASE FOR 2909 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approve the following rent 
amendments for DCH CALIFORNIA INVESTMENTS LLC (DCH Toyota): 
1)  Implement payment of gross profit percentage rent one (1) year early to 2014 
2)  Provide for payment of percentage rent semi-annually, rather than annually; and 
3)  Eliminate January 1, 2015 fair market adjustment. 

 
 Assistant City Manager Giordano briefly reviewed the proposed amendments to the lease 
with DCH California Investments, LLC (DCH Toyota) for City-owned property at 2909 Pacific 
Coast Highway.  She noted that Keyser Marsten Associates, a firm that specializes in advising on 
public/private real estate development, reviewed the rent restructuring and determined that it was 
very competitive with the current marketplace.  
 

MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Griffiths and passed by unanimous vote (absent 
Councilmember Rizzo). 
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12F. CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR PLAN REVIEW SERVICES 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Development Director that City Council approve a 
consulting services agreement with California Code Check of Westlake Village, CA for 
plan review services, on an as-needed basis, in an amount not to exceed $750,000. 

 
 Community Development Director Gibson reported that this consulting services 
agreement allows the City of offer an expedited plan check process, the cost of which is paid for 
by the applicant.     
 

MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Griffiths and passed by unanimous vote (absent 
Councilmember Rizzo). 
 
17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2 
 
17A. Councilmember Griffiths extended congratulations to Brian Sunshine and his new wife 
Theresa on their recent marriage. 
 
17B. Councilmember Weideman was pleased to report that his daughter, her husband and their 
two children were in the process of moving back to Torrance from Indiana. 
 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Considered earlier in the meeting, see page 1. 
 

19. ADJOURNMENT 
  
 At 8:10 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, July 21, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. for an 
executive session, with regular business to commence at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber. 
 
 
 
  
 /s/ Patrick J. Furey 
Attest: Mayor of the City of Torrance 
  
/s/ R. Poirier  
Rebecca Poirier Approved on August 4, 2015 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance  
 
 
 


