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June 28, 2011 
 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR  
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at 5:32 p.m. 
on Tuesday, June 28, 2011 in City Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Councilmembers Barnett, Brewer, Furey, Numark, Rhilinger, 

Sutherland, and Mayor Scotto. 
 

Absent: None. 
 

Also Present: City Manager Jackson, City Attorney Fellows, 
City Clerk Herbers, and other staff representatives. 

* 
Agenda Item 18 was considered out of order at this time. 

 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The City Council immediately recessed to closed session to confer with the City 
Manager and City Attorney on agenda matters listed under 18A) Conference with Legal 
Counsel – Existing Litigation, and 18B) Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated 
Litigation, pursuant to California Government Code §54956.9(a) and 54956.9(c).   
 

The City Council reconvened at 7:02 p.m.  No action was taken on any matter 
considered in closed session.  
 
2. FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION 

The flag salute was led by Boy Scout Troop #658, Anthony Stezzo. 
 

The non-sectarian invocation was given by Councilmember Rhilinger. 
 
3.  REPORT OF CITY CLERK ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA / MOTION TO 

WAIVE FURTHER READING  
City Clerk Herbers reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice 

Board at 3031 Torrance Boulevard on Thursday, June 23, 2011. 
 

MOTION:  Councilmember Sutherland moved that after the City Clerk has read 
aloud the number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the 
further reading thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each 
Councilmember the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in 
regular order.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
4. WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS – None. 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mayor Scotto announced that due to the downturn in the economy and prudent 
fiscal planning, the City of Torrance has decided to discontinue hosting the 4th of July 
Celebration at Charles H. Wilson Park.  He wished everyone a safe and enjoyable 
Independence Day celebration. 
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 Police Chief Neu noted that there will be a special deployment of police officers at 
Wilson Park, Columbia Park, and Torrance Beach on the 4th of July and Fire Chief 
Racowschi reported that fire trucks will be patrolling the city to enforce the “no fireworks” 
ordinance.  Community Services Director Jones advised that notices have been sent out 
to the community and posted at Wilson Park to inform the public that the 4th of July 
Celebration will not be held this year. 

 
 Fire Chief Racowschi announced that ExxonMobil will be conducting the monthly 
Community Alert Siren testing on July 6, 2011 at approximately 11:30 a.m. 

 
City Clerk Herbers announced that July 5 is the deadline to request vote by mail 

ballots for the July 12 special election for the 36th Congressional District seat.  She 
reminded residents who regularly vote at schools that they may be assigned a different 
polling place because schools are closed, with additional information available at   
www.LAvote.net or www.SmartVoter.org. 

 
City Clerk Herbers invited staff and the public to view the acrylics of Torrance Artist 

Guild Member Karen Yee, which will be on display in the City Clerk’s office for the month 
of July. 

 
 Cable and Community Relations Manager Smith provided information regarding how 
residents can sign up at www.TorranceCentennial.org to participate in the “Lights, 
Camera, Action” kick-off event for Torrance’s Centennial Celebration. 
 
6. COMMUNITY MATTERS 
 
6A. PROCLAMATION RE “PARKS AND RECREATION MONTH” 
 Mayor Scotto presented a proclamation declaring the month of July as Parks and 
Recreation Month in the City of Torrance to Parks and Recreation Commission 
Chairperson Keri Gilbert and Commissioners Robert Baxter, Karen Greenberg, Todd 
Hays, Dean Mayeda, and Hazel Taniguchi. 
 
6B. ACCEPTANCE/APPROPRIATION OF FRIENDS OF TORRANCE LIBRARY 

DONATION 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council accept and 
appropriate a $17,500 donation to help fund the Library Live Homework Help 
program and a donation of $19,920 to fund adult programming at the six Torrance 
libraries in fiscal year 2011-2012 from the Friends of the Torrance Library. 

Friends of the Torrance Library President Helen Ball and Secretary Teresa Covey 
presented the donation to Mayor Scotto, who expressed appreciation for the generous 
donation. 

 
 Ms. Ball announced that the Friends of Torrance Library will be holding a book 
sale on Saturday, July 16, at the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library. 

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Sutherland moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous vote. 
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6C. ACCEPTANCE/APPROPRIATION OF PROVIDENCE LITTLE COMPANY 
OF MARY MEDICAL CENTER DONATION 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council accept and 
appropriate a $17,500 donation from Providence Little Company of Mary Medical 
Center Torrance to help fund the Library Live Homework Help program for fiscal 
year 2011-2012. 
 

 Deborah Fehn, representing Providence Little Company of Mary, presented the 
donation to Mayor Scotto, who expressed appreciation for the generous donation. 

 
 MOTION: Councilmember Sutherland moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous vote. 
 
7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

7A. Leyta Fuentes and Rebecca Poirier, representing Leadership Torrance 2011, 
encouraged staff and the public to participate in a food drive by donating money at 
www.LAfoodbank.org/virtual-food-drive/donor-pledge or by dropping off canned goods at 
the Torrance Chamber of Commerce, the Torrance Marriott or Ralphs Supermarket at 
Madrona and Sepulveda between now and July 12. 
 
7B. Michael Wermers, TUSD, thanked the Friends of Torrance Library and Providence 
Little Company of Mary for funding the Library Live Homework Help program. 

 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
8A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council approve the City Council 
minutes of May 10, May 17, and May 24, 2011. 

 
8B. APPROPRIATION FOR 2011 “BEAT THE ODDS” SCHOLARSHIPS 

Considered separately, see page 5. 
 
8C. PURCHASE ORDER FOR RECREATION/CULTURAL PROGRAM SUPPLIES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council authorize 
an annual purchase order to Smart and Final, Iris Company, of Torrance CA in an 
amount not to exceed $41,400 to furnish various food and paper goods on an as 
needed basis, effective July 1, 2011, through June 30, 2012. 

 
8D. PURCHASE OF PROPERTY INSURANCE 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Acting Human Resources Director that City Council 
approve the renewal purchase of property insurance from Alliant Insurance 
Services, for the period of July 1, 2011 to July 1, 2012, at a premium not to exceed 
$147,718. 
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8E. PURCHASE OF EXCESS LIABILITY SERVICE 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Acting Human Resources Director that City Council 
approve the renewal purchase of two layers of excess liability insurance from 
Alliant Insurance Services, for the period of July 1, 2011 to July 1, 2012, at a total 
premium not to exceed $195,102. 

 
8F. CONTRACT RE LIABILITY CLAIMS ADMINISTRATION SERVICES 
 Considered separately, see page 5. 
 
8G. PURCHASE OF EXCESS WORKERS’ COMPENSATION INSURANCE 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Acting Human Resources Director that City Council: 
1) Approve the renewal purchase of excess workers’ compensation insurance, 

from CSAC Excess Insurance Authority through Alliant Insurance Services, at 
a premium of $139,002 for July 1, 2011 to July 1, 2012 policy period; and 

2) Designate the Risk Manager, or the Workers’ Compensation Manager should 
the Risk Manager not be available, to act on behalf of or enter into agreements 
with CSAC-EIA, in regards to insurance provided by CSAC-EIA, except as to 
those actions requiring the approval of the City Council or the City Manager. 

 
8H. AGREEMENT RE CHILD DEVELOPMENT CLASSES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council approve 
an agreement with Family Fun Time Parent Child Programs to provide child 
development classes at Greenwood Park, for an amount not to exceed $47,922. 
Expenditure will be fully reimbursed by class fees. 

 
8I. CONTRACT FOR MEDICAL SERVICES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Acting Human Resources Director that City Council 
approve an amendment to the contract for medical services with Providence 
Medical Institute (Little Company of Mary) for the period of July 1, 2011 through 
June 30, 2012, in an amount not to exceed $95,000. 

 
8J. AGREEMENT AMENDMENT RE ADULT EXERCISE, YOUTH DANCE 

CLASSES AND KID’S SHOWCASE PERFORMANCES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council approve 
an amendment to the contract with Regina Klenjoski Dance Company (C2010-
134) in the amount of $4,946.20 for a new not to exceed total amount of 
$114,080.30 to provide adult exercise, youth dance classes and Kid's Showcase 
performances. 

 
8K. AGREEMENT RE WORKERS’ COMPENSATION SOFTWARE SERVICES 
 Considered separately, see page 5. 
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8L. AGREEMENT RE SECURITY SERVICES FOR TORRANCE TRANSIT 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Transit Director that City Council approve an amendment 
to the agreement with G4S Secure Solutions, Inc. (C2010-136) to provide security 
services for Torrance Transit System, extending the agreement term for two 
months (July and August 2011) at a cost not to exceed $13,745.33 per month for a 
total not to exceed $27,490.66. 

 
MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved for the approval of Consent Calendar 

Items 8A through 8L, with the exception of 8B, 8F and 8K.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Rhilinger and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 Consent Calendar Items 8B, 8F and 8K were considered separately at this time. 
 
8B. APPROPRIATION FOR 2011 “BEAT THE ODDS” SCHOLARSHIPS 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Torrance Youth Council and the Community Services 
Director that City Council approve and appropriate $6,000 from the Youth Council 
Donation Account for warrants to be issued to six 2011 "Beat the Odds" 
scholarship honorees. 

 Councilmember Sutherland, echoed by Councilmember Barnett, commended the 
Youth Council for their efforts. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Sutherland moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Rhilinger and passed by 
unanimous vote. 
8F. CONTRACT RE LIABILITY CLAIMS ADMINISTRATION SERVICES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Acting Human Resources Director that City Council 
approve a two year contract with Carl Warren and Company (formerly NovaPro 
Claims Solutions) to provide liability claims administrative services for July 1, 2011 
to July 1, 2012 at an annual cost of $108,216 and July 1, 2012 to July 1, 2013 at 
an annual cost of $110,380. 
 

 Councilmember Brewer asked about the possibility of using in-house staff to 
provide these services, and Acting Human Resources Director Sellers advised that this was 
considered and it was determined that using an outside contractor was more cost effective.  

 
MOTION: Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  

The motion was seconded by Councilmember Rhilinger and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
8K. AGREEMENT RE WORKERS’ COMPENSATION SOFTWARE SERVICES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Information Technology Director and the Acting Human 
Resources Director that City Council approve an amendment to the contract 
services agreement with P & C Claims, Inc. of Valencia, CA (C2006-045)  
to provide Workers' Compensation software services from July 1, 2011 through 
June 30, 2014 in the amount of $119,238 for the first year and a total not to 
exceed amount of $360,830 for the three year period. 
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 In response to Councilmember Numark’s inquiry, Information Technology Director 
Shigaki provided clarification regarding the terms of the contract. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Numark moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  

The motion was seconded by Councilmember Rhilinger and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
12A. APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT/ SELECTION OF ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT FACTORS 

FOR FY 2011-2012 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Finance Director that City Council adopt a Resolution 
approving the City of Torrance appropriations limit for fiscal year 2011-2012 in the 
amount of $2,103,378,487; and selection of the percentage change in non-
residential assessed valuations as the cost of living factor, together with the 
increase in the County's population, as the annual adjustment factors for the same 
fiscal year. 
 

 Administrative Analyst Eng reported that this action is necessary to comply with 
the Gann Initiative. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Sutherland moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2011-75 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
APPROVING THE 2011-2012 APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT AND 
SELECTION OF ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT FACTORS FOR THE SAME 
FISCAL YEAR 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Numark moved to adopt Resolution No. 2011-75.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
12B. RESOLUTION  RE ENGINEERS AND TORRANCE FISCAL EMPLOYEES 

ASSOCIATION 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council adopt a Resolution 
pursuant to a Memorandum of Understanding setting forth the hours, wages, and 
working conditions for employees represented by the Engineers and Torrance 
Fiscal Employees Association (TFEA) for the period of June 28, 2011 to June 30, 
2012, and repealing Resolution No. 2011-05. 

 
Assistant to the City Manager Sunshine reported that the Resolution extends the 

contract for the Engineers and Torrance Fiscal Employees to June 30, 2012 in 
accordance with the Council’s direction and includes no increases to wages or benefits. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Sutherland moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous vote. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2011-76 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
SETTING FORTH HOURS, WAGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR 
EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY THE ENGINEERS AND TORRANCE 
FISCAL EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION AND REPEALING RESOLUTION 
NO. 2011-05 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Numark moved to adopt Resolution No. 2011-76.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
12C. RESOLUTION RE CERTAIN FULL-TIME SALARIED AND HOURLY EMPLOYEES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council adopt a Resolution setting 
forth the hours, wages, and working conditions for Certain Full-time Salaried and 
Hourly Employees beginning June 28, 2011 and repealing Resolution No. 2010-78. 

Human Resources Manager Lawrence reported that the Resolution extends the 
contract for Certain Full-time Salaried and Hourly Employees to June 30, 2012 in 
accordance with the Council’s direction and includes no increases to wages or benefits. 

MOTION: Councilmember Sutherland moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2011-77 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
SETTING FORTH THE HOURS WAGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS 
FOR CERTAIN FULL-TIME SALARIED AND HOURLY EMPLOYEES 
BEGINNING JUNE 28, 2011 AND REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 
2010-78 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Numark moved to adopt Resolution No. 2011-77.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
12D. ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSITION 1B PTMISEA GRANT FUNDS 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Transit Director that City Council adopt a Resolution 
authorizing the Transit Department to receive Proposition 1B Public Transportation 
Modernization, Improvement and Service Enhancement Account (PTMISEA) funds. 

 Transit Administration Manager Mills reported that Torrance has been awarded 
$2,886,067 in Proposition 1B PTMISEA grant funds for fiscal years 2011-2013, with 
$2,500,000 to be allocated for the Regional Transit Center Project and the balance to be 
allocated to Transit’s Fleet Modernization Project. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Sutherland moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2011-78 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE CERTIFICATIONS AND 
ASSURANCES FOR THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
MODERNIZATION, IMPROVEMENT, AND SERVICE ENHANCEMENT 
ACCOUNT BOND PROGRAM 
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 MOTION:  Councilmember Numark moved to adopt Resolution No. 2011-78.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
12E. CONTRACT RE CITY SERVICES BUILDING HVAC MODIFICATION 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the General Services Director that City Council: 
1)  Award a contract with Alpha Mechanical Service Inc. for $696,000 with a 10% 

contingency of $69,600 for the City Services Building Energy Efficient HVAC 
Modification (B2011-21) as part of the Energy Efficient Conservation Block 
Grant (EECBG- FEAP #745); and 

2)   Approve a 10% project management fee of $69,600. 

 Facility Operations Manager Landis stated that the two lowest bidders withdrew 
their bids due to clerical errors, therefore staff was recommending that the contract be 
awarded to Alpha Mechanical Service.   

 
Responding to questions from the Council, Facility Operations Manager Landis 

reported that with approval of this project, the City is approximately $200,000 under 
budget for the energy efficiency projects to be funded by this grant and staff is working 
with the federal government to add another project.  He noted that the City is projected to 
save approximately $25,000 per year due to the upgrading of HVAC systems. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Sutherland moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous vote. 
 
12F. RESOLUTION RE TORRANCE PROFESSIONAL AND SUPERVISORY 

ASSOCIATION 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council adopt a Resolution 
pursuant to a Memorandum of Understanding setting forth the hours, wages, and 
working conditions for employees represented by the Torrance Professional and 
Supervisory Association (TPSA) for the period of June 28, 2011 to June 30, 2012, 
and repealing Resolution No. 2010-108. 

Human Resources Manager Lawrence reported that the Resolution extends the 
contract for the Torrance Professional and Supervisory Association (TPSA) to June 30, 
2012 in accordance with the Council’s direction and includes no increases to wages or 
benefits. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Sutherland moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2011-79 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
SETTING FORTH THE HOURS WAGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS 
FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY THE TORRANCE 
PROFESSIONAL AND SUPERVISORY ASSOCIATION AND 
REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 2010-108 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Numark moved to adopt Resolution No. 2011-79.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by unanimous vote. 



 

17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2 

17A. Councilmember Rhilinger encouraged the public to attend the Friends of 
Torrance Library book sale on Saturday, July 16, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Katy 
Geissert Civic Center Library, noting that in addition to books, items for sale will include 
video tapes, phonograph records, CDs, DVDs, puzzles and games. 
 
17B. Councilmember Sutherland requested that staff provide a report on contingency funds. 
 
17C. Councilmember Sutherland encouraged everyone to remember those who fought 
and those who continue to fight for America’s freedom on Independence Day. 
 
17D. Councilmember Barnett wished staff and the public a happy and safe 
Independence Day. 
 
17E. Councilmember Brewer wished everyone a happy 4th of July. 
 
17F. Councilmember Furey offered a reminder that the Rock Around the Block event 
will be held on Thursday, July 21, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. in downtown Torrance. 
 
17G. Councilmember Numark echoed happy 4th of July wishes. 
 
17H. Mayor Scotto urged everyone to drive safely on the 4th of July weekend. 
 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 Considered earlier in the meeting, see page 1. 
 
19. ADJOURNMENT 
 At 8:00 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, July 12, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. 
for an executive session, with regular business commencing at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers.  Tuesday, July 5 will be a Council dark night. 
 
 
 
 
  

 /s/ Frank Scotto 
Attest: Mayor of the City of Torrance 
  
/s/ Sue Herbers  
Sue Herbers, CMC Approved on July 19, 2011 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance  
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