
 

March 25, 2003 
 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR  
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at 5:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, March 25, 2003, in City Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Councilmembers Lieu, McIntyre, Mauno, Nowatka, Scotto,  

Witkowsky, and Mayor Walker. 
 
Absent: None. 
 
Also Present: City Manager Jackson, City Attorney Fellows, 

   City Clerk Herbers, and other staff representatives. 
* 

 
2. FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION

Councilmember McIntyre led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
City Clerk Herbers gave the invocation. 

 
3. AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING/WAIVE FURTHER READING 

MOTION:  Councilmember Lieu moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk 
on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Nowatka, and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
MOTION:  Councilmember Lieu moved that after the City Clerk has read aloud the 

number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the further reading 
thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Nowatka and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
4. WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS 
 None. 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MOTION:  Mayor Walker asked that the meeting be adjourned in memory of 
Marine Lance Corporal Jose Gutierrez, who was one of the first two casualties of the War 
in Iraq.  “Corporal Gutierrez was killed while attempting to secure the City of Umm Qasr. 
His death brings the war home to Torrance where Corporal Gutierrez was just 22 years 
old and graduated from North High School in 2000.  Jose had joined the Marines to pay 
back a little of what he had gotten from this Country.  He is remembered at North High as 
a great kid who enjoyed soccer and chess.  We owe our gratitude to him and the many 
soldiers who have put their lives on the line so that the world would be a safer place for us 
all.” 
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MOTION:  Mayor Walker asked for the concurrence of City Council that the City fly 
the service flags for the Armed Forces at the memorial until the current conflict is 
resolved.  There was no objection.  

 
Councilman Scotto asked the City Manager to instruct the staff to prepare the 

placement of Lance Corporal Jose Gutierrez's name on the memorial. 
 
  Mayor Walker announced that the budget workshop would be held until 
approximately 7:00 p.m. when there would be a break for portions of the regular meeting 
for presentations and commissioner recognition.  
 
 
6.  COMMUNITY MATTERS    

 
6a. BUDGET WORKSHOP 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council receive the presentation of 
the City Manager’s preliminary proposal to balance a projected $12 million shortfall 
in the second year of the upcoming Fiscal Years 2003-04 and 2004-05 two-year 
budget cycle, ask questions of staff, receive input from the public, and then give 
guidance to the City Manager in the preparation of the City Budget. 
 

 City Manager Jackson noted that this was a continuation of the March 18, 2003 
Budget Workshop at which the preliminary proposal for addressing the projected $12 
million shortfall in the second year of the 2003-05 budget was discussed.  He recapped 
the three strategies for addressing the shortfall – through reallocation of internal 
resources, departmental reductions, and organizational efficiencies and revenues.  He 
advised that continued losses in the Public Employees Retirement System (PERS) could 
increase the deficit in FY 2005-06 by an additional $9 million, which is not addressed in 
the proposals presented.  He reported that, in accordance with direction from the City 
Council at the last workshop, staff had reviewed the Police, Fire and Library budgets and 
proposed modifications.  He emphasized that the budget was in preliminary stages; that 
hearings must be held on proposed fee increases; that additional restructuring will be 
necessary should these increases not be approved; and that Budget Workshops will 
continue in May and Budget Hearings will be held in June.  
 
 Assistant City Manager Giordano noted that the Fire Department 
recommendations made at the Budget Workshop the previous week were not included in 
the agenda item. 
 

Assistant Giordano outlined the Police Department’s revised proposal per 
Attachment 1 of the agenda item, which would restore 19 sworn officer positions in the 
Police Department, noting that the revenue policy would be revised to provide that 
revenues generated by the Police Department will be used solely for police functions.  
She reviewed the Library Department’s alternative proposal to achieve the 5% budget 
reduction without closing the Walteria branch library per Attachment 2. 
 
 City Manager Jackson advised that, as discussed at the last workshop, the 
proposed new and increased fees related to the Fire Department would be used to restore 
positions in that department. 
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Councilmember Scotto asked about the impact the 5% reduction in the subsidy 
from the General Fund for recreation programs, which was proposed to offset reductions 
in the Police Department’s budget, would have on youth and senior programs.  Parks and 
Recreation Director Barnett advised that staff would have to study what programs will be 
affected and arrive at a list of priorities.  City Manager Jackson suggested that it might be 
possible to enhance the scholarship program with one-time monies. 

   
Responding to Councilmember Scotto’s inquiry, Finance Director Tsao provided 

clarification regarding the proposal to redeem $6 million in outstanding bonds using one-
time monies or reserves.  City Manager Jackson noted that reserves are to be used to 
address emergencies/economic downturns and that staff chose to use them 
conservatively. 

 
Councilmember Scotto suggested that the $100,000 savings projected for 

consolidating Police and Fire communications seems optimistic.  City Manager Jackson 
noted that the savings are estimated to be realized in Year 3 of the consolidation. 

 
Responding to Mayor Walker’s inquiry, City Manager Jackson provided 

clarification regarding the Police Department’s proposal, explaining that the proposal calls 
for certain positions to be eliminated or civilianized, but there would be no loss of patrol 
officers. 

 
Mayor Walker noted that staff would be receptive to suggestions from Torrance 

Police Officers Association (TPOA) as to how to generate the funds needed to offset 
proposed reductions in staffing.  

 
In response to Commissioner McIntyre’s inquiry, Police Lieutenant Rizzo provided 

information about the survey that was conducted in conjunction with the proposal to 
implement an annual renewal fee for burglar alarm permits, noting that Newport Beach 
and Beverly Hills are among the cities that impose this fee. 

 
At Councilmember Lieu’s request, Police Chief Herren discussed rising crime rates 

and the City’s proximity to terrorist targets.   
 
Noting that the Police Department is still facing more than $560,000 in budget cuts 

even with the proposed modifications, Councilmember Lieu requested that staff explore 
the possibility of a budget proposal with no cuts in the Police Department’s budget. 

 
City Manager Jackson advised that significant additional cuts would be necessary 

in other departments in order to spare the Police Department any cuts.  He commented on 
the possibility that Police funding could be restored in the future should greater than 
projected efficiencies be achieved through reorganizations and/or if the State’s impact on 
the budget turns out to be less severe than anticipated. 

 
Councilmember Witkowsky expressed her preference to fine people for repeated 

false alarms rather than imposing an annual burglar alarm re-permitting fee on residents, 
which could discourage them from installing/registering home alarms, and requested that 
staff explore this possibility. 

 
Councilmember Mauno requested that staff provide information regarding the 

number of false alarms and how successful the City has been in collecting fines. 
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Mayor Walker invited public input. 
 
Mr. Tom Winchester, President of Torrance Police Officers Association, thanked 

City staff for working with TPOA to restore 19 of the 25 sworn officer positions that were 
proposed to be eliminated at the March 18 Budget Workshop.  He noted his organization’s 
objection to the implementation of a City-run animal control program at this time. 

 
Mr. Jack Noble, 4520 Merrill Street, representing Southwood Homeowners 

Association, voiced objections to any decrease in funding for the Fire and Police 
departments due to the ongoing threat to our nation’s security.  He thanked the City for 
supporting the CERT program, noting that it will be a valuable resource in the event of an 
emergency. 

 
Mr. Tom Hansen, a member of the Water Commission, offered two alternatives to 

the Public Works reorganization.  He suggested: 1) shifting $265,450 of engineering work 
currently done on street projects to water and sewer projects for mid to long-term and as 
that work transitions, General Fund expenditures could be reduced accordingly; or 
2) increasing water rates by 1.3%, which would generate revenue of approximately 
$265,450 while increasing the average household bill by only $.40 per month.  He noted 
that water rates have not been increased since 1995. 

 
Mr. Alan Lee, representing AFSCME, Torrance Municipal Employees, Local 1117, 

relayed suggestions from TME’s membership for generating additional revenue, including 
corporate sponsorship of parks, street medians, and City events and allowing 
advertisements on the City’s cable channels.  He recommended the elimination of recently 
created managerial positions in the General Services and Water departments and the 
elimination of another Assistant to the City Manager in addition to the one proposed.  He 
reported that his organization supports the majority of the City Manager’s budget 
proposal, but objects to the 5% across-the-board departmental reductions because it is 
fundamentally unfair to cut the same amount from departments currently operating at full 
capacity and those that have several vacant positions.  He expressed support for 
extending the amortization basis for the Public Employees Retirement System (PERS) 
program, stating that it would allow the City to save money and enhance benefits.  He 
contended that it was not the appropriate time to implement a City-run animal control 
program and recommended further investigation of a regional program.  He pledged that 
his organization would be an active participant in every budget workshop, striving to offer 
constructive suggestions. 

 
 Ms. Debora Nilsson, 21922 Grant Avenue, voiced support for moving forward with 

the City-run animal control program.  Submitting a copy of the budget for the City of 
Manhattan Beach’s animal control program to illustrate, she contended that the program 
would not be as expensive as projected, noting that the proposal fails to take into account 
revenue from adoption fees and citations.  She reported that there are many volunteers 
interested in assisting with animal adoptions and canvassing for licenses. 

 
Ms. Hannah Saville, 19825 Sturgess Drive, commented on the need for more 

parking at Walteria Park/Library. 
 
Mr. Abraham Levine, 401 Avenida de Jose, stated that it was time to move forward 

with the City-run animal control program that was unanimously approved by the Council 
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last year in the face of anticipated budget shortfalls.  He maintained that residents would 
never trust L.A. County to provide police and fire services and that animal control is an 
equally vital service.  Suggesting possible funding sources, he stated that he did not 
understand why the Senior Ride Program was exempted from budget cuts; that closing 
the Walteria Library would not be catastrophic because access to information on the 
Internet has reduced the need for “brick and mortar” libraries; and that the Armed Forces 
Day Parade could be privately funded.  Referring to the Consent Calendar, he pointed out 
what he believed to be funding for frivolous items.   

 
Mayor Walker clarified that the City-run animal control program was approved by a 

vote of 4-3 and voiced his opinion that residents would be better served by maintaining 
funding for the Senior Ride Program, the Walteria Library and the Armed Forces Day 
Parade and delaying the implementation of the animal control program for a couple of 
years until the City could better afford it. 

 
Ms. Rosemarie Bailey, 401 Avenida de Jose, expressed support for implementing 

the City-run animal control program, contending that there are several items in the Parks 
and Recreation Department budget, such as puppet shows and yoga classes, that could 
be eliminated and that the Cultural Arts Center should be making money instead of losing 
it.    

 
  Mr. Kenneth Evans, 3720 Emerald Street, #2, Water Service Technician, stated 

that the five vacant positions in the Water Department are placing a strain on field 
employees, who are faced with increased workloads and more complex and demanding 
duties, making it impossible to complete programs, such as the Meter Replacement 
Program, due to the lack of personnel.  Commenting on the proposed reorganization, he 
reported that there was a difficult transition period when the Water Department was 
consolidated into the Engineering Department approximately 10 years ago and that the 
two departments are now able to function as a single unit on most projects.  He 
maintained that being joined with other departments in the proposed Public Works 
Department would bring no advantages because it is virtually impossible to share 
equipment or personnel due to Health Department regulations, but it could potentially 
cause a lot of problems.     

 
Mayor Walker recessed the meeting at 7:00 p.m. and reconvened at 7:18 p.m.   
 
Mayor asked that two items from the City Council Agenda be heard before 

returning to the Budget Workshop.   
 

6 b. PROCLAMATION - National Library Week
 
Mayor Walker declared the week of April 6, 2003 to April 12, 2003 as National 

Library Week in the City of Torrance, encouraging all residents to take advantage of the 
wonderful library resources available, and to thank their librarians for making information 
available to all who walk through the library’s doors. 

 
MOTION:  Mayor Walker presented a proclamation read by Councilwoman 

McIntyre to Library Commission Chair Tara Unverzagt, Friends of Torrance Library 
President Helen Ball, and Torrance Library Foundation President Jack Hachmeister. 
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6 c. RECOGNITION OF RETIRED COMMISSIONERS
Recommendation of the City Clerk that the Mayor and City Council give 
appropriate recogniztion to retired commissioners. 

 
 Mayor Walker recognized Linda Dozier and Frank Rizzardi of the Airport 
Commission; John LaBouff of the Civil Service Commission; Ray Uchima and Charles 
Leone (accepted by grandfather) of the Environmental Quality & Energy Conservation 
Commission, Gerry Rische of the Planning Commission; Henry Carlson and Kay White of 
the Traffic Commission; and Lee Robinson of the Water Commission. 
 
 Commissioners unable to attend included Iva Cahill - Cable TV Advisory Board, 
Mark Wirth – Community Services Commission, John Schugt of the Disaster Council, 
Henry Carlson – Traffic Commission and Marvin Miller and Don Pyles of the Water 
Commission. 
 
 City Council returned to continue Budget Workshop item at 7:34 p.m. 
 

Mayor Walker acknowledged the large group of people in the audience wishing to 
discuss airport issues and invited public comment. 
 

Ms. Nancy Clinton, 2785 Pacific Coast Highway, voiced her opposition to the 
proposed increase in monthly hangar fees at Torrance Airport.  Submitting a comparison 
chart of fees at other general aviation airports in Southern California to illustrate, she 
contended that current rates are consistent with fees for hangars of comparable age/ 
construction at surrounding airports and that the proposed increase in rents was not 
warranted. 

 
 Mr. Barry Jay, 2514 Brian Avenue, President of Torrance Airport Association, 

noted that, including aeronautical and non-aeronautical uses, Torrance Airport generates 
approximately $4.9 million annually and maintained that the proposed 38% increase in 
hangar fees, which amounts to $900,000 over the next two years, places an unfair burden 
on tenants.  He stated that the rationale for the increase, that the proposed fees were 
consistent with rents charged at other facilities on the airport, was flawed because 
hangars at Great American and Flite Park are taller, making them much larger by volume; 
they are newer; and they have additional amenities, including running water, bathrooms 
and electric doors.  He suggested that the City consider applying for federal grants 
available to general aviation airports to offset the budget shortfall. 

 
Mr. Jim Gates, 142 Via Pasqual, offered alternatives for increasing revenues at the 

airport.  He proposed that auto dealers be charged for parking vehicles on airport 
property, estimating that, at $5 per vehicle per day, this could generate $300,000 to 
$500,000 per year in new revenues; and that the Noise Abatement Program be scaled 
down from its current $365,000 per year by taking advantage of the automated system in 
place, noting that Fullerton Airport’s program costs a fraction of Torrance Airport’s. 

 
Mr. Arthur Brock, 2831 Colt Road, Rancho Palos Verdes, contended that hangar 

tenants were bearing the brunt of the budget deficit while no one else was being harmed, 
noting that no other leaseholders at the airport were facing an increase in rents and that 
the reduction in City staff would be accomplished through attrition and a reduction in 
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overtime.  He stated that there was no justification for charging first-class fees for the 
City’s second-rate hangars, which are nearly 50 years old. 

 
Mr. Charles Spurrell, 2330 Airport Drive, voiced his objections to the proposed 

hangar fees, stating that the increase was excessive when compared to the increase in 
the cost of living and places an unfair burden on hangar tenants. 

 
Mr. John Simmons, 2769-F Airport Drive, proposed that the City consider selling 

hangars to tenants in condominium fashion, thereby generating revenue and relieving the 
City of the burden of maintaining them. 

 
Mr. Ted Stinis, 28069 Ella Road, Rancho Palos Verdes, noted that tenants are 

allowed to conduct commercial enterprises from hangars at Torrance Flite Park, which is 
not allowed in City hangars, providing them with a tax write-off.  He requested clarification 
of the $250,000 budgeted for the Noise Abatement Program in FY 2003-04, relating his 
understanding that the monitoring equipment is paid for and fully automated. 

 
Mr. Pete Scala, 4804 Macafee Road, expressed his opposition to the proposed 

hangar fee increase, stating that a reasonable increase would be between 3 and 5% and 
suggested that residents and City employees receive a discount.  He contended that 
mismanagement at the airport cost the City $30,000 in rents when a tenant had to be 
evicted; that auto dealers should not be allowed to park their vehicles on airport property 
for free; that unrelated City departments should not be housed at the airport as they 
increase expenses; and that the Noise Abatement Program is overstaffed. 
 

Ms. Tara Unverzagt, 5016 Cathann Street, requested that the Council reconsider 
the proposal to reduce the Library Department’s book budget by $31,000, citing the long-
lasting impact on the library’s collection, and reiterated her objection to putting the Parks 
and Recreation Department and the Library Department together under one department. 

 
Mr. Jerry Say, 3400 Torrance Boulevard, #100, representing the Torrance Area 

Chamber of Commerce, urged the Council to keep in mind the impact on local businesses 
when moving forward with the budget, noting that approximately $1 million in new fees 
have already been proposed and that businesses are also facing major increases in 
Workmen’s Compensation rates and State fees/taxes. 

 
Mr. Richard Demerjian, 1812 Paseo del Mar, Palos Verdes Estates, submitted 

photographs of hangars at Torrance Airport taken during a recent rainstorm to illustrate 
roof leaks/drainage problems.  He suggested that Councilmembers take a field trip to the 
airport before they consider raising rents. 

 
Mayor Walker reported that he and the majority of Councilmembers have visited 

the airport and are aware of conditions. 
 
Ms. William Latto, 2425 Faircross Street, recommended that high priority be given 

to safety personnel in the Fire and Police departments. 
 
Mr. Darin McClelland, Parks and Recreation Department employee, clarified that 

the yoga class, which Ms. Bailey referred to as an unnecessary expense, actually 
generates revenue for the City.  He stated that Parks and Recreation staff begrudgingly 
accept the 5% departmental budget cut originally proposed, however, the newly proposed 
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5% reduction in the subsidy from the General Fund for recreation programs amounts to 
“double-dipping” and it would have a dramatic impact on youths and seniors whose 
programs are currently subsidized. 

 
Mr. Marty Fealey, 22641 Casshill, questioned why such an obvious source of 

revenue – charging auto dealers for parking their vehicles on airport property – was being 
overlooked. 

 
Mayor Walker reported that staff was in the process of working on a plan to 

provide additional parking for auto dealers, which will be of great benefit to the City in the 
future.  City Manager Jackson advised that it would not be advantageous for the City to 
lease airport land scheduled for redevelopment and noted that auto dealerships’ ability to 
store additional vehicles enhances their profitability which benefits the City in the form of 
increased rents and sales tax.   

 
City Manager Jackson indicated that staff would provide the information requested 

and responses to questions at the first workshop in May. 
  
Councilmembers requested the following additional information: 1) Consumer 

Price Index for the years airport hangar rents have remained static; 2) Detail of Noise 
Abatement budget excluding staff time; and 3) Report on the cost of repairs/maintenance 
for hangars at the airport. 

 
In response to Councilmember Lieu’s inquiry, Assistant to the City Manager 

Sunshine reported on the parking situation at the airport and confirmed that entering into a 
short-term lease with auto dealers could hinder the City’s ability to negotiate a long-term 
solution. 

 
City Manager Jackson requested direction from the Council on the animal control 

issue. 
 
Councilmember Nowatka stated that he has never wavered in his support of a 

City-run animal control program and that he was frustrated that it has not been 
implemented.  He pointed out the rising cost of having L.A. County provide this service 
while at the same time the City is getting fewer hours of service, noting that the County is 
facing a tremendous budget deficit so this trend is likely to continue.  He expressed 
support for a scaled-down program as outlined in a Police Department memo dated March 
17, which projects recurring costs of $6,804 per year.  He maintained that it would be an 
improvement over the existing program and expressed concerns that the program will 
never be implemented if it is delayed any further. 

 
Councilmember Scotto indicated that he was also disappointed by the lack of 

progress in implementing a City-run animal control program, noting that when the Council 
approved it, the goal was to have it in place by July 1, 2003.  He commented on the 
possibility that the scaled-down program could cost less than projected because adoption 
fees and fines were not factored into the proposal. 

 
Councilmember McIntyre noted her agreement with her colleagues’ remarks.  She 

stated that while neighboring cities have expressed an interest in addressing this issue on 
a regional basis, it was impossible to implement a regional program at the present time 
and she believed it was time to move forward with the City-run program. 
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Mayor Walker voiced his opinion that the animal control program will cost much 

more than $6,800; that it will be closer to the budget originally projected of $600,000; and 
that costs will escalate each year as the program expands.  Noting the extremely tight 
budget, he indicated that he did not favor spending money on a program that basically 
replicates what the County is already doing at a time when consideration is being given to 
cutting a host of services/programs, including after school programs for children.  He 
expressed support for developing a regional program. 

 
Councilmember Mauno indicated that he also favored a regional approach, noting 

that animals have no concept of borders.  He reported on discussions he had with 
councilmembers from adjoining cities regarding the possibility of entering into a joint 
powers agreement for this purpose.  He related his preference to wait until it can be done 
right instead of preceding with a scaled-down program. 

 
Councilmember Lieu stated that he supported the scaled-down program because 

he believes it will provide better service at an almost break-even cost. 
 
Commenting on the current state of world affairs, Councilmember Witkowsky 

stated that funding for first responders was her main priority.  She indicated that she could 
not support starting a new animal control program at this time and that she favored a 
regional approach to animal control.  She noted that had the new program been 
implemented, the Council would now be trying to find ways to reduce its budget by 5%.  
She expressed concerns that the cost of the program could be much greater than 
projected should the revenue collected for licensing fall short of estimates. 

 
MOTION:  Councilmember Scotto moved to proceed with the proposal to field one 

Animal Control Officer as outlined in the Police Department memo of March 17, 2003, with 
start-up costs not to exceed $200,000 and with no offsets to come from public safety.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember McIntyre and passed as reflected in the 
following roll call vote: 
 

AYES: Councilmembers Lieu, McIntyre, Nowatka and Scotto. 
NOES: Councilmembers Mauno, Witkowsky and Mayor Walker. 

 
 Councilmember McIntyre, echoed by Councilmember Scotto, suggested a 
reduction in Councilmembers’ travel budget for the next two years. 
 
 Referring to the Library Department’s proposal, Councilmember Scotto requested 
that staff explore the possibility of retaining funding for books. 
 
 City Manager Jackson thanked City staff for their efforts in drafting the revised 
proposals. 

 
 
7.  CONSENT CALENDAR

 
 All items on the Consent Calendar were considered routine and were enacted by 
one motion and one vote.  There was no separate discussion of these items. 
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7 a. MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT – FEBRUARY 2003
Recommendation of the City Treasurer that City Council accept and file the 
monthly investment report for the month of February 2003. 
 

7 b. FINAL TRACT MAP NO. 53433 - 2605 SEPULVEDA BOULEVARD
Recommendation of the Engineering Director that City Council approve Final Tract 
Map No. 53433, creating 91 senior condominium units on one lot, located at 2605 
Sepulveda Boulevard, which substantially conforms to and meets all conditions of 
approval of the Tentative Map. 
 

7 c. PURCHASE ORDER - MINOLTA BUSINESS SYSTEMS
Recommendation of the Human Resources Director that City Council authorize a 
purchase order to Minolta Business Systems of Torrance, CA, with assignment to 
Citi Capital, (a leasing agent for Minolta Business Systems), for a 48-month 
lease/purchase of two (2) Minolta Di650 digital copiers for the Workforce 
Investment Network (WiN). 
 

7 d. PURCHASE ORDER - DIALIGHT CORPORATION
Recommendation of the Street Services Director that City Council: 

1) Appropriate $15,785 received from the Edison Express Efficiency LED 
Rebate Program for the purchase of additional LED's; and 

2) Authorize a purchase order to be issued to Dialight Corporation of 
Manaquan, NJ, in the amount of $18,191.19 ($15,785 rebate plus 
$2,406.19 remaining in the LED FEAP 240 account) for the purchase of 
LED traffic signal modules for various signalized intersections within the 
City. 

 
7 e. CONTRACT - DORENE COLES YOGA STUDIO

Recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Director that City Council approve a 
contract with the Dorene Coles Yoga Studio to provide Yoga classes at the 
Torrance Cultural Arts Center, for an amount not-to-exceed $38,640. 
 

7 f. PURCHASE ORDER – WORKRITE FOR NOMEX UNIFORMS 
Recommendation of the Fire Chief that City Council authorize a purchasing 

agreement be issued to Workrite, Oxnard, CA, in the amount not-to-exceed $42,927.75 
for the purchase of Nomex uniform shirts and pants as a cooperative purchase with the 
County of San Bernardino. 

 
7 g. AGREEMENT - SOCAL COMPUTER RECYCLERS

Recommendation of the Street Services Director that City Council award a 
contract services agreement for an amount not-to-exceed $13,000 to SoCal Computer 
Recyclers of Hawthorne, CA to operate an electronics recycling drop-off event for Earth 
Day on Saturday, April 19, 2003 (B2003-02). 
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7 h. CONTRACT - LOS ANGELES CONSERVATION CORPS
Recommendation of the Street Services Director that City Council approve a 

contract with the Los Angeles Conservation Corps to provide operation and maintenance of 
the City's park and special event recycling program for an amount not-to-exceed $20,000. 

 
7 i. AMENDMENT  -  PEOPLESOFT FINANCIALS MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

Recommendation of the Acting Information Technology Director that City Council 
approve an amendment to the PeopleSoft Financials contract to renew the annual 
maintenance agreement for $104,168. 

 
7 j. APPROPRIATION FROM AIRPORT ENTERPRISE FUND FOR RELOCATION  
 ASSISTANCE

Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council appropriate $40,000 from 
the Airport Enterprise Fund to assist in relocating businesses at Torrance Municipal 
Airport/Zamperini Field from City leased facilities to other facilities at the Airport.  
Assistance would be equal to 3 months rent in an amount not-to-exceed $10,000 per 
assistance package. 

Clerical error: 
Item k did not appear and Motion I worded incorrectly. 
MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the approval of Consent Calendar 

Items 7a through 7h.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Scotto and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 
k. Recommendation of the Acting Information Technology Director, Finance 

Director, and Human Resources Director that City Council approve and 
execute the following contracts and purchases: 
1) A licensing and maintenance agreement with Now Solutions, LLC to 

upgrade software licensing and maintenance from the VAX computer to a 
personal Windows-based computer system in the amount of $280,659.34 
(including $21,389.74 in sales tax).  Note: An addendum to this contract will 
terminate the existing contract C90-039; 

2) A service contract in the amount of $130,850 with Now Solutions, LLC to 
implement the personal computer-based Human Resource and Payroll 
software (emPath); and 

3) Purchases with various vendors for technical training and software 
licensing in the amount of $17,679. 

**ACTION: Concurred with staff recommendation. (Nowatka/Scotto) 
 

 
11. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
11a. STATE OF LOCAL EMERGENCY - CAROLWOOD LANE AND  
 SINGINGWOOD DRIVE

Recommendation of the City Manager and the City Attorney that City Council 
continue the state of local emergency, proclaimed March 2, 2001 for properties 
located on Carolwood Lane and Singingwood Drive. 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Scotto moved to concur with staff recommendation.  
Councilmember Nowatka seconded the motion and a roll call vote was unanimous. 
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11b. SETTING DATES FOR BUDGET MEETINGS ON FY 2003-2005 BUDGET

Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approve dates for 
community meetings, workshops and hearings on the City's Fiscal Year 2003-2005 
Operating Budget. 

 
MOTION:  Councilmember Scotto moved for approval of the following budget 

meeting dates.  Councilmember Nowatka seconded the motion and a roll vote was 
unanimous. 
 Community Budget Meeting conducted by City Staff  
 – Thursday, April 10th at 6:30 p.m. at the Toyota Meeting Hall, Cultural Arts Center; 
 City Council Budget Workshops 
 – Tuesday, May 13th at 5:30 p.m. – Council Chambers 
 – Tuesday, May 20th at 5:30 p.m. – Council Chambers (if necessary) 

Budget Hearings 
– Tuesday, June 10th at 7:00 p.m. – Council Chambers 

 – Tuesday, June 17th at 7:00 p.m. – Council Chambers 
 

11c. DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION BEVERAGE CONTAINER  
 GRANT PROGRAM

Recommendation of the Street Services Director that City Council: 
1) Approve a revised RESOLUTION changing the signature authority to that 

of the Assistant Street Services Director; and 
2) Approve the application for and appropriation of $40,052, received from the 

Department of Conservation Beverage Container Grant Program, for the 
purpose of implementing beverage container recycling programs. 
The appropriation will include any interest earned from these funds as well. 
 

City Manager Jackson stated that the grant program was for the purpose of 
beverage container recycling and could not be used for any other purposes.   
 
 MOTION: Councilmember Scotto moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  Councilmember Witkowsky seconded the motion with a roll call vote in 
favor.  

 City Clerk Herbers read the number and title to  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-23 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE SUBMITTAL OF FUNDING 
REQUESTS TO RECEIVE FUNDS FOR BEVERAGE 
CONTAINER RECYCLING 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Witkowsky moved to adopt Resolution 2003-23; 
Councilmember Nowatka seconded the motion and a roll call vote was favorable.   
 
 
12. HEARINGS 
 
a. APPEAL OF LICENSE REVIEW BOARD DECISION ALLOW BELL CAB  
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 COMPANY’S APPLICATION TO OPERATE IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE
Recommendation of the Finance Department Staff that City Council concur with 
the decision of the License Review Board (LRB) in approving Bell Cab Company’s 
application to operate a taxicab company in the City of Torrance.  

 
 Mayor Walker opened the Public Hearing at 8:50 p.m. with  City Clerk Herbers 
affirming that the public hearing had been properly advertised 

 
* 

 City Council recessed at 8:51 p.m. and resumed with the public hearing at  
9:13 p.m. 

* 
 
 Assistant Finance Director Ken Flewellyn made a brief presentation to the City 
Council from the material of record indicating that  

• Bell Cab Company applied for a taxicab operation permit on October 31, 2002,  
• Staff had conducted background research and fingerprint searches,  
• A public hearing was heard on November 26 in front of the License Review 

Board with testimony from the applicant and existing taxi operators,  
• Although there were nine cabs there were currently only six drivers, and  
• At the close of that hearing the License Review Board voted three to zero to 

approve the application for a taxicab operation permit for nine taxicab, with a 
restriction not to exceed nine cabs. 

 
 Mr. Flewellyn stated that appeals had been filed by both South Bay Yellow and 
United Checker as they wished to be heard further on the issue.   
 
 Lisa Tamayo, Chatsworth, representing Bell Cab Company, stated that Bell Cab 
Company currently operates in the City of Los Angeles, LAX, Santa Monica, El Segundo, 
Lawndale and other cities in the South Bay area including Redondo and Manhattan 
Beach, and has an excellent safety record and has clean, well-maintained vehicles.  She 
also noted that the Torrance Police Department did a thorough investigation and their 
favorable report obviously spoke for itself.  She indicated that they respond to hundreds of 
calls on a weekly basis, would like to do business in the City of Torrance and are a 
member of the Chamber of Commerce.  She asked that City Council to deny the appeal 
and allow Bell to operate and service the City of Torrance. 
 
 Michael Calin, Bell Cab Company, stated that approximately a week earlier, Bell 
Cab had won one of the competitive bids for a Franchise Agreement in Hermosa Beach 
and that they had not operated in that City before.  He felt it proved that they were a good 
company and that convenience and necessity was proven. 
 
 He noted that when he had applied that they had been getting approximately 20 
calls per day that they could not service as they were not licensed in the City and referred 
callers to another cab company.  He stated that his company had superior technology, 
that their drivers were diversified, that they had operated for over three months with no 
complaints and that their business is growing. 
 
 Responding to Councilmember Mauno, Mr. Calin indicated that they had not 
promoted their company with refrigerator magnets until after they had been approved. 
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 Mayor Walker questioned Mr. Calin if he felt, in his opinion, that there was a 
necessity for their services in the community that was not being fulfilled by the other cab 
companies. 
 
 Michael Calin restated that even when unsolicited and unadvertised that they 
received approximately 20 requests for service daily from different areas of Torrance.  He 
noted that Bell Cab drops off in Torrance from the airport and other communities and that 
they do have a high visibility in the South Bay.  He noted that they had agreed to the 
restriction on the number of cabs operating in Torrance. 
 
 Mayor Walker questioned why Bell Cab, although incorporated in 1985, had not 
participated in the City’s initial stages of licensing process and setting up the process for 
the number of cabs that needed.   
 
 Mr. Calin stated that he was not with the company from 1985 to 1989 and that Bell 
Cab had really started operating in 1989 and was much smaller than it is now.  It was 
based in Los Angeles and had some serious trouble.  He stated that in 1995, they entered 
into a Management Agreement with a separate entity, which he currently runs.  From 
1995 to 1998, they cleaned up the company and concentrated in developing the business 
in the City of Los Angeles.  In 2000, they purchased and moved the entire operation to 
Hawthorne and developed a plan to expand throughout South Bay as they felt there was a 
demand and business there.   
 
 Chuck Jelloian, 9550 Topanga, representing Bell Cab, stated that he felt it was 
important to consider that they are only asking for nine permits, that they have been in 
business for three months, that the calls are there, that competition is good in the taxicab 
business as it provides better service to the residents, that they have provided service above 
reproach.  He complimented staff for their thoroughness and the excellent job they did. 
 
 Dil Muhammad, 3640 Redondo Beach Boulevard, Torrance stated that he had 
been driving a taxicab since 1996 and that the taxicab business is very slow at this moment 
and that there were more than 200 cabs operating in Torrance and they do not need more.  
He noted that gas prices are very high, that his company services all of their customers 
within 5-10 minutes from a call and that there have been no complaints on our services in 
Torrance.  He asked that a new company not be allowed, as it would hurt his business.   
 
 Ray McGreevy, 782 W. Oliver Street, San Pedro, stated that he drove for United 
Checker Cab since 1990 and that he was proud of the excellent service provided by the 
co-op, basically owner/operators in the City of Torrance and the City of Los Angeles.  He 
stated that they were ranked the number one company in the City of Los Angeles had 
maintained that in the last ten years.  He noted that even if only nine taxis it would still 
take away from the companies already here.  
 
 Anthony Palmieri, 2129 W. Rosecrans Avenue, General Manager for South Bay 
Yellow Cabs acknowledged that Bell Cab Company was an excellent cab company and 
Mr. Calin, whom he has known for several years was a very fine manager.  Speaking on 
behalf of his drivers he stated that two years ago, his cab company was doing 12,000 calls 
in the City of Torrance and that now was doing 9,700 calls over a one-month period.  He 
stated that their concerns had nothing to do with service but more to the economy since 9-
11 as all have had to tighten their belts.  He cited the rising costs of insurance and gas.   
 

  City Council 
 14 March 25, 2003 



 

 He continued that his company is “doing 95% of the people that call and picking 
them up within 15 minutes and picking up 85% of our call within 10 minutes”.  He stated 
has very tough taxi regulations to operate here including PCN (Public Convenience & 
Necessity).  He stated that they did not need to prove why there is a PCN and that they 
have cut down on the number of drivers to allow those who are here can make a living. 
 
 Oswaldo Guidos, General Manager for South Bay Yellow Taxi, stated that his 
company is opposed to the approval of a new company in the City and that Bell has failed 
to prove is need and necessity.  He contended that 80% of business in Torrance in 
handled by the three top companies, South Bay Yellow Cab, United Checker and All 
Yellow Taxi and the main reason for that is because they have been promoting their 
services and providing services in a professional manner and that the public has been 
served.  He further stated that from a management standpoint, it was very hard for 
existing companies to maintain drivers with the cost of living increases.   
 
 Michael Calin thanked Mr. Palmieri for his kind words.  He then noted that the 
economy affects his company and drivers as well.  He then addressed the issue of 
convenience and necessity stating that they offered the convenience of GPS dispatching 
allowing the closest cab to be directed to a call.  He again stated that he believed they met 
all requirements for a license. 
 
 Responding to Councilmember Witkowsky, Assistant Finance Director Flewellyn 
stated that  

• five companies are currently licensed including Bell Cab; 
• to his knowledge some companies had indicated they had the capability for 

GPS dispatching system but did not have it running at this time; and that 
• he did not have data on the number of increased calls. 

 
 Responding to Councilmember McIntyre’s question about necessity, City Attorney 
Fellows cited a Court of Appeals opinion in an Anaheim case that said the phrase 
necessity does not really have any fixed meaning, but that the case was not published an 
therefore not binding on cases in Los Angeles County but suggests that the necessity 
component is is difficutl to apply.  He stated that the Torrance ordinance as drafted places 
the burden of demonstrating public convenience and necessity in on the new applicant. 
 
 MOTION: Councilmember Scotto moved to close the public hearing.  
Councilmember Witkowsky seconded the motion and a roll call vote was unanimous. 
 
 Mayor Walker indicated that the economy had gone down and that to add 
additional cabs and dilute the market was wrong at this time.  He indicated he would be 
voting to deny the permit. 
 
 Councilmember Scotto stated that he would also join in voting to deny the permit 
due to his concern that drivers cannot make enough money to earn a living. 
 
 MOTION: Councilmember moved to Scotto City Council approve the appeal of the 
decision of the License Review Board and to deny Bell Cab Company’s application to 
operate a taxicab company in the City of Torrance.  Councilmember Witkowsky seconded 
the motion and the roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
 

  City Council 
 15 March 25, 2003 



 

* 
Redevelopment Agency met from 10:00 p.m. to 10:03 p.m. 

* 
 
16. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 Councilmember Lieu stated that his prayers went out to families of those who lost 
loved ones in the war last week noting that approximately forty City of Torrance 
employees have family who serve in the armed forces.  He asked for City Council 
concurrence to have staff bring forward a resolution in support of the troops who are 
connected with the City. 
 
 Councilmembers Mauno, Nowatka, McIntyre, Scotto, Witkowsky and Mayor 
Walker echoed support for the troops and expressed condolences to their families.  
Councilmember Scotto echoed Mr. Lieu’s request stating that as a Vietnam veteran he felt 
that in his experience even those with differences of opinion on the war, need to support 
the troops.  He added that all were touched in some way and that the troops were there to 
defend everyone’s rights including the right to protest. 
 
 Councilmember Nowatka wished Councilmember Lieu a happy birthday on Saturday. 

 
 Councilmember Scotto stated that the South Bay Police and Fire Foundation had 
raised $120,000 at the golf tournament on Monday and thanked donors including the Daily 
Breeze. 

 
 Councilmember Witkowsky stated that she was enrolled in the Community 
Emergency Response Training (CERT) program, complimented the fire department and 
noting that the volunteers were an asset to the community. 
 
 Mayor Walker stated that staff had compiled a list of City of Torrance employees 
who were serving in the armed forces serving overseas. 

 
 
18. ADJOURNMENT 

At 10:10 p.m. the City Council and Redevelopment Agency adjourned to Tuesday, 
April 1, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. for the regular meeting in the Council Chambers.     
 
 
 
 
  

 /s/ Paul M. Nowatka 
Attest: Paul M. Nowatka 
 Mayor Pro Tem of the City of Torrance 
/s/ Sue Herbers  
Sue Herbers, CMC Approved on June 10, 2003 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance  
 

Robin Ford  City Council 
Recording Secretary 16 March 25, 2003 


	 
	MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR  
	MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
	Recommendation 


