April 20, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Cultural Arts Commission convened in a regular session at 
7:00 p.m. on Monday, April 20, 2009 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
FLAG SALUTE

Commissioner Endo-Roberts led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Bunting, Candioty, Endo-Roberts, Miranda, Rische, Smisek, and Chairperson Strehler.

Absent:
None.

Also Present:

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport,

Cultural Services Senior Supervisor Bell, and

Torrance Art Museum Curator Presneill.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Endo-Roberts moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda.  Commissioner Rische seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

5A.
COMMISSION MEETING OF MARCH 16, 2009
MOTION:  Commissioner Rische moved for the approval of the March 16, 2009 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Bunting seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval. 

6.
INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS


Cultural Services Manager Rappoport introduced Max Presneill who has been the new Torrance Art Museum (TAM) Curator for one month.


Mr. Presneill provided his background as a curator for 25 years and his plans for TAM in the future that include increased marketing, expanding the annual juried show, introducing a new film series, guest speakers, having an annual international show, and organizing shows to send to other countries.


Cultural Services Manager Rappoport noted that traveling exhibitions offer earned revenue opportunities.


Responding to Commissioner Bunting’s inquiry, Mr. Presneill stated that the first film will be shown in the Main Gallery and after that most likely in the sculpture garden.  He added that the film series will provide an opportunity for social networking and a nexus point for activities.


Commissioner Bunting commented that it is very expensive for artists to pay for their own shipping and insurance and, in response to her inquiry; Mr. Presneill stated that Tokyo Gallery is interested in having Torrance Art Museum curate a show of Southern California artists for them.

7.
NEW BUSINESS

7A.
REVIEW PROPOSED BUDGET REDUCTION SCENARIO

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport presented 2% and 4% budget reduction scenarios for the proposed 2009-2011 budget based on 2008-2009 salaries, net of salary reimbursements.  She emphasized that the reductions in the material of record are proposals only and may or may not be implemented.  She stated that the proposed 2% salary reduction for Cultural and Recreation Marketing is a .1 position that has never been filled and that the reduction for the Learning Center is money that is not used every year, adding that the Learning Center is being phased out.  Referring to the reduction for Events, she noted that this is the cost for one Wild Wednesday concert.  She stated that Divisions are trying not to cut positions or services and encouraged Commissioners to attend the upcoming Budget Hearings.
7B.
POTENTIAL ART DONATIONS


Cultural Services Manager Rappoport presented two offers by local artists to donate works of art to the City.  She requested that Commissioners consider recommending to City Council to accept or deny the offers as well as consider the precedent that may be set.  She recommended that the Commission establish a policy that addresses how to evaluate donations of this kind.


Commissioner Smisek commented that storage can become a problem.


Commissioner Bunting agreed that there should be a collection policy in place and suggested establishing a committee that accepts works into the collection. 


Commissioner Endo-Roberts suggested that, if these donations are accepted, the City could find a building in which to hang them.


MOTION:  Commissioner Miranda moved to establish guidelines to evaluate offers of donations of artwork to the City and, in the meantime, to tell artists that donations cannot be accepted at the present time.  Commissioner Candioty seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport offered to draft a collection policy for the Commission’s review.

8.
ON-GOING BUSINESS

8A.
2009 EXCELLENCE IN ARTS AWARDS NOMINATIONS

Chairperson Strehler reviewed the selection process for the 2009 Excellence in Arts awards.


Committee chairpersons presented nominations and committee recommendations for each of their categories.  After review of supporting materials and discussion of applications submitted, the Commission recommended that Excellence in Arts Awards be awarded as follows:


Music



Hector Salazar


Dance



Jack Rennie


Visual Arts


Stephen West


Drama



Michael Aldapa


Katy Geissert Award

Torrance Symphony Association


Cultural Services Manager Rappoport reminded Commissioners that the Excellence in Arts Awards Ceremony is May 31, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. in the Toyota Meeting Hall.  She stated that she would like to discuss the possibility of adding a sub-category under Visual Arts for design as well as to bring back ideas for streamlining the nomination process.  She offered to contact award winners as well as to generate a letter to send to those nominees that were not awarded.

8B.
RECONSIDERATION OF 2009-2010 GRANT FUNDING REQUEST


Cultural Services Manager Rappoport stated that a year ago the Commission moved to recommend that the amount of grant funding be increased to $10,000 annually.  She requested that Commissioners consider whether or not to proceed with the request to City Council.


Following a brief discussion, there was a consensus of Commissioners to postpone the request for the grant funding increase in light of the current state of the economy.  Staff advised that if the economy turns around there may be an opportunity to make changes going into the second year of the budget cycle. 


MOTION:  Commissioner Candioty moved to postpone recommending to City Council that the amount available in grant funding be increased to $10,000.  Commissioner Endo-Roberts seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

9.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
9A.
EXCELLENCE IN ARTS COMMITTEE

No report.

9B.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE
No report.

9C.
GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEE

No report.

10.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Cultural Services Manager Rappoport noted that the Cultural Services Division Report for March 2009 was included in the agenda material.  She reported that the exhibition at TAM will close on April 25, 2009 and has received good publicity.  
She noted that TAM received an Honorable Mention award for the Eric Johnson catalog that was submitted for an American Association of Museum’s 2009 Museum Publications Design competition.  She was pleased to announce that Performing Arts Specialist Gia Inferrera also received a grant that will allow an American Sign Language interpreter for the summer musical.  She stated that the Division has once again received two grants from the Getty Foundation and Los Angeles County Arts Commission to pay for summer interns.

11.
ORALS
11A.
Commissioner Endo-Roberts expressed appreciation to staff for assistance with her Excellence in Arts award nominations.

11B.
Commissioner Bunting stated that she visited several commercial galleries and that she won a Worldwide Book’s award for Electronic Resources for Museum of Contemporary Art exhibitions. 

11C.
Commissioner Rische discussed her week vacation in the State of Washington and stated that she was sorry to have missed the Metropolitan Water District inspection tour.

11D.
Commissioner Smisek stated that she has been busy with the Bunka Sai Japanese Cultural Festival and Women of the Year for Switzer Center.

11E.
Commissioner Candioty stated that he enjoyed the Bunka Sai Festival and the Pancake Breakfast at the Attic.

11F.
Commissioner Miranda stated that he enjoyed participating on the Beat the Odds Scholarship selection committee.  He also shared information about several upcoming Philipino-American cultural events that include a SIPA luncheon at the Wilshire Country Club in Hancock Park on April 25, 2009 and the Governor’s Ball at the Weston in Costa Mesa on May 2, 2009.

11G.
Chairperson Strehler shared information about an art reception/poetry reading that she attended in Bisbee, Arizona. 

12.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:28 p.m., Commissioner Candioty moved to adjourn the meeting to Monday, May 18, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  Commissioner Miranda seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Strehler so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

May 18, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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