May 14, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING

OF THE AIRPORT COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Airport Commission convened in a regular session on Thursday, May 14, 2009 at 7:01 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Dingman, Donnellan, Fitch, Jacobsen, Phillips, Tymczyszyn, and Chairperson Adams.

Absent:
None. 

Also Present:
Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian and Business Manager Williams.

3.
FLAG SALUTE


Commissioner Dingman led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF AGENDA POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Fitch, seconded by Commissioner Tymczyszyn, moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES OF APRIL 9, 2009 


Commissioner Jacobsen relayed Joe Arciuch’s concern that the minutes did not accurately reflect comments that he made under Orals Item 9A at the April 9, 2009 Commission meeting.

Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian responded that, because Mr. Arciuch was not present at this meeting, it was not appropriate for the Commission or staff to comment on his behalf.

MOTION:  Commissioner Fitch moved for the approval of the April 9, 2009 Airport Commission meeting minutes as submitted; Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  The motion passed as reflected in a 5-1 voice vote (Commissioner Jacobsen voting nay and Commissioner Donnellan abstaining). 

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Commissioner Fitch announced a Red Cross CPR training at Long Beach City College on May 30, 2009. 

The Commission and staff welcomed Commissioner Donnellan who stated that it is an honor to be associated with the Airport Commission again.


Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian introduced Business Manager Cheryl Williams.
7.
ACTION ITEMS

7A.
ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON


Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian stated that the Commission needed to elect officers at this meeting to allow the new Chairperson to attend a mandatory Chairperson training in June 2009.


MOTION:  Commissioner Dingman, seconded by Commissioner Phillips, moved to nominate Commissioner Donnellan. 

MOTION: Commissioner Tymczyszyn, seconded by Chairperson Adams, moved to nominate Commissioner Fitch for Chairperson.

Commissioner Donnellan was elected Chairperson of the Airport Commission for the term beginning July 1, 2009 as reflected in a 4-3 roll call vote.

MOTION:  Chairperson Adams moved to elect Commissioner Fitch as Vice-Chairperson of the Airport Commission; Commissioner Jacobsen seconded the motion. The motion passed as reflected in a unanimous roll call vote (Commissioner Fitch abstaining).

8A.
AERONAUTICAL OPERATIONAL INFORMATION UNDER THE PURVIEW OF 
THE GENERAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT


Chairperson Adams noted that the following reports for May 2009 were included in the agenda material:  Hangar and Tiedown Rental Status, Ongoing Projects, May 2009 Meeting Room Schedule, and Hangar Waiting List. 


Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian noted that there are two hangar vacancies, not three as stated in Report 1 Hangar and Tiedown Information.   


Responding to Commissioner Tymczyszyn’s inquiry regarding Report 4 Hangar Waiting List, Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian explained that when a small or medium hangar is requested an individual is offered whichever hangar becomes available first. 


Commissioner Tymczyszyn related his observation and that there are “large” small hangars and “small” small hangars and that there are very few medium hangars.


Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian concurred that hangars are not uniform within each category and stated that an individual could ask for a medium hangar before the second hangar offer.  He further stated that he recommends that an individual accept a hangar even if it is too small in order to be added to the Hangar Transfer list and that FBO hangars are also available for lease.


Commissioner Dingman noted that newer aircraft often have a wingspan of 40 feet.


Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian reviewed the list of Ongoing Projects in Report 2, noting that installation of the eight-foot perimeter fence is on schedule and within budget.  Referring to Hangar Electrical Phase II, he advised that they are unable to proceed until they receive cost proposals from Southern California Edison.  He reported that interior upgrades for the FAA Tower are ongoing and that repair of three damaged hangars is ready for bid. He added that one of the individuals affected by hangar damage was on the Transfer Waiting list and was able to move into a new hangar. 


Commissioner Jacobsen questioned if the removed chain link fencing could be used by Torrance Unified School District and Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian offered to look into his suggestion.

8B.
AERONAUTICAL OPERATIONAL INFORMATION UNDER THE PURVIEW OF 
THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT


Chairperson Adams noted that the following reports were included in supplemental material:  Events Requiring Emergency Response and Airfield Operations Status.
  

Chairperson Adams noted the decrease in operations in April 2009 compared to last year.

8C.
LAND MANAGEMENT REPORT – AERONAUTICAL

No report.

8.D
NOISE ABATEMENT QUARTERLY REPORT


Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian reviewed the Noise Abatement Quarterly Report for January 1 to March 31, 2009 in the material of record.  He and Commissioner Tymczyszyn explained the difference between MAX db level and SENEL db levels.  


Commissioners Dingman and Tymczyszyn remarked that types of aircraft listed in the Report were inaccurate.


In response to Commissioner Tymczyszyn’s inquiry, Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian advised that he would check if they are keeping track of propeller versus jet violations.


Commissioner Fitch received clarification from staff that private helicopters are not exempt from receiving noise violations.

8E.
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS
8E.1
DISCUSSION OF WORK PLAN AND SUB-COMMITTEE REASSIGNMENTS


Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian reviewed the Commission’s April 9, 2009 discussion regarding the Airport Commission Work Plan, current sub-committees, relevance of topics, goals, and a suggestion to request guidance from City Council and City Manager.  He advised that he has not heard back from the City Manager yet.

Commissioner Fitch, with concurrence from Commissioner Jacobsen, recommended that the Work Plan be put on hold until Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian receives a response from the City Manager.

9.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2
9A.
Dr. Terri Bremner, Ocean Avenue, received clarification from staff that tenants requesting tie downs are not charged transient fees.

9B.
Michael Wermers, Audrey Avenue, stated that he toured Robinson Helicopter and noted that the helicopters are annoying but relatively quiet.

9C.
Chairperson Adams stated that he enjoyed the tour of the B-17 bomber and met a test pilot on the SR71.

9D.
Commissioner Tymczyszyn announced that Bob Gilliland will be speaking at the Western Museum of Flight on May 23, 2009.

9E.
Commissioner Phillips encouraged Commissioners to attend the Armed Forces Day Parade on May 16, 2009.



10.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:  At 8:14 p.m., Commissioner Jacobsen, seconded by Commissioner Fitch, moved to adjourn the meeting to Thursday, June 11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m., in the West Annex meeting room. 

Approved as Submitted

June 11, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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