
March 12, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING

OF THE AIRPORT COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Airport Commission convened in a regular session on Thursday, March 12, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Dingman, Fitch, Jacobsoen, and Chairperson Adams.

Absent:
Commissioners Donnellan, Phillips, and Tymczyszyn. 

Also Present:
Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian.

MOTION:  Commissioner Jacobsoen moved to grant excused absences to Donnellan, Phillips, and Tymczyszyn for the March 12, 2009 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Dingman seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
FLAG SALUTE


Chairperson Adams led the Pledge of Allegiance.


Chairperson Adams welcomed new Commissioner Paul Jacobsoen who stated that it is an honor to serve again on the Airport Commission.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF AGENDA POSTING

MOTION:  Vice-Chairperson Fitch, seconded by Commissioner Dingman, moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 8, 2009 


MOTION:  Commissioner Fitch moved for the approval of the January 8, 2009 Airport Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Dingman seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (with Chairperson Adams and Jacobsoen abstaining).   

CITY CLERK NOTE:  Invalid action as a majority of members present did not approve.  Minutes are to be returned for Commission action at a future date.

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Commissioner Fitch announced the Fire Fighters Association’s 37th Annual Spaghetti Dinner to benefit the Alisa Ann Ruch California Burn Foundation on March 14, 2009, a Tip-A-Cop Fundraiser benefiting South Bay Special Olympics on March 19, 2009, and the Experimental Aircraft Association B-17 bomber display at Torrance Airport on April 9-13, 2009.

7.
ACTION ITEMS


None.

8A.
AERONAUTICAL OPERATIONAL INFORMATION UNDER THE PURVIEW OF 
THE GENERAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT


Chairperson Adams noted that the following reports for February and March 2009 were included in the agenda material:  Hangar and Tiedown Rental Status, Ongoing Projects, February and March 2009 Meeting Room Schedule, and Hangar Waiting List. 


Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian reviewed the list of Ongoing Projects in Report 2, noting that construction of the exterior perimeter fence was awarded to Quality Fence Company and will begin in mid-April 2009.  He reported that the Underground Storage Tank Upgrade project to enhance vapor recovery is complete pending final approval for use from AQMD and Torrance Fire Department.  He stated that structural plans for the two hangars damaged by a vehicle in November 2008 have gone through the City plan checks and that minor revisions are being made.  


In response to Commissioner Dingman’s inquiry, he advised that one of the affected aircraft is on a tie-down and the other is in a hangar.

8B.
AERONAUTICAL OPERATIONAL INFORMATION UNDER THE PURVIEW OF 
THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT


Chairperson Adams noted that the following reports were included in supplemental material:  Events Requiring Emergency Response and Airfield Operations Status.
  

Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian discussed the accident on February 26, 2009 that involved an Ultra light aircraft and a possible stuck throttle.  

Responding to Commissioner Jacobsoen’s inquiry, he stated that the aircraft was based at Torrance Airport and was built by the pilot.

Chairperson Adams noted the decrease in operations in February 2009 and Commissioners speculated on reasons for the decline.

8C.
LAND MANAGEMENT REPORT – AERONAUTICAL

No report.

8.D
NOISE ABATEMENT REPORT


Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian reviewed the Noise Abatement Quarterly Report for October 1, 2008 to December 31, 2008 included in agenda packets.  


Commissioner Fitch suggested that a third column be added for non-aeronautical violations and Commissioner Jacobsoen stated that showing cumulative activity throughout the year would be helpful. 


Commissioner Jacobsoen expressed interest in touring the Noise Abatement facility.  When he questioned why the Commission does not receive monthly reports, Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian explained that it was due to staffing considerations.  

8E.
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS

Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian explained the formation of the sub-committees that stemmed from issues identified in the Airport Commission Work Plan 

several years ago.  He recommended repopulating and discussing these subcommittees at the April Commission meeting, adding that revising the Work Plan was also a possibility.

8E.1
STATE AND FED FUNDING

No report.

8E.2
POLICY CHANGE AND GA GROWTH 

No report.

9.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2
9A.
Commissioner Fitch welcomed Commissioner Jacobsoen and expressed appreciation to former Commissioner Gates for his years of service to the City.

9B.
Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian welcomed Commissioner Jacobsoen to the Commission and stated that he would be providing a budget presentation at the April or May 2009 Commission meeting.

9C.
Commissioner Fitch requested that staff find out the number of jet fuel operations and amount of jet fuel consumed per day, week, and month by Robinson Helicopter and if they have conducted an environmental impact report.  She noted that noise from helicopters has increased dramatically in the area of Crenshaw Boulevard and 236th Street and received clarification from staff that helicopter noise violations would appear in Noise Abatement reports.

9D.
Commissioner Fitch shared information about her family reunion in Monterey, California to celebrate her mother’s 95th birthday.

9E.
Commissioner Jacobsoenquestioned if jet fuel usage by Robinson Helicopter might be grandfathered in and Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian offered to bring back information.  

9F.
Chairperson Adams welcomed Commissioner Jacobsoen and offered his gratitude to former Commissioner Gates for his years of service.

10.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:  At 7:43 p.m., Commissioner Fitch, seconded by Commissioner Jacobsoen, moved to adjourn the meeting to Thursday, April 9, 2009 at 7:00 p.m., in the West Annex meeting room. 

Approved as Amended

April 9, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk (lc)
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