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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

l . CALL TO ORDER: 

October 11 1 1983 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular 
Meeting on Tuesday, October 11, 1983 1 at 7:00 P.M. in the 
Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL : 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Geissert, Rossberg, 
Wilson and Wirth. 

Absent: Councilman Walker (vacation); Mayor Armstrong 
(professional commitment). 

Also present: City Manager Jackson anq. __ Staff repre
sentatives. 

* * * * * * * 

In the absence of Mayor Armstrong, Mayor Pro Tern 
Geissert conducted the meeting. 

* * * * * * 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Capital Projects Administrator McKinnon led in the 
salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend Gordon Dalbey, Seaside Community Church, 
provided the invocation. 
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STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Applegate moved to approve the minutes of 
September 6, September 13 and September 20, 1983, as recorded. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilman Walker, 
Mayor Armstrong). 

6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Wilson moved that after the City Clerk 
has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof 
be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember 
the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Applegate, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Absent: Councilman Walker, Mayor Armstrong). 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Citizens' Development: 
October 13th at 4:00·P.M. 

8 . COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

Ba. RECOGNITION OF CITY EMPLOYEE SERVICE. 

Watches and Certificates of Appreciation were presented 
City employees Ruben Garnica and Jo~e Quinones by Mayor Pro Tern 
Geissert -- this was in recognition of 25 years of service to 
the City. Congratulations were extended by all present. 

8b. PROCLAMATION - "National Fire Prevention Week 11 
-

October 9-15, 1983. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Pro Tern Geissert. 

Be. PRESENTATION OF PLAQUE TO "MISS TORRANCE" 1983: 

A plaque of appreciation for the outstanding com
munity contributions by Miss Cheryl Gros as 11 Miss Torrance" 
1983 was presented by Mayor Pro Tern Geissert, with grateful 
acceptance by Cheryl. 

Ms. Karen Jo Goodwin - "Miss Torrance" for 1984 -
was introduced by Mayor Pro Tern Geissert, with congratulations 
and good wishes, on behalf of the Council. 
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8d. PROCLAMATION - "Parent ':j:'eacher Association Enrollment 
Month" - October, 1983. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Pro Tern Geissert. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

At this point in the meeting, Councilman Applegate 
~xtended congratulations and best wishes to Mr. Lawrence 
Gitschier on the occasion of his 80th birthday. There was 
unanimous concurrence by all present. 

* * * * * * * * * 

Mr. John Weber, Holiday Inn, was introduced by Mayor Pro 
Tern Geissert at this time. Mr. Weber announced that Holiday 
Inn has successfully acquired the Air New Zealand business, this 
due in large part to the fine reputation of the City of Torrance 
and its Police Department. 

* * * * * * * * * 

9. LIBRARY / PARKS AND RECREATION MATTERS: 

9a. PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT - 1982-83. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to receive and file 
the subject Report. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Applegate. There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

9p. APPOINTMENT OF 1983-84 YOUTH COUNCIL MEMBERS. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to confirm the following 
appointments to the 1983-84 Torrance Youth Council: 

Annette Brown - Bishop Montgomery High School 
Craig Carlson - Member at Large 
Mona Castillo - El Camino Junior College 
Sherry Chappell - Torrance High School 
Catheline Chong - North High School 
David Chung - South High School 
Linda Chung - West High School 
Paul Hendriks - El Camino Junior College 
Joo (Laurie) Kim - North High School 
Sanda Mora - Member at Large 
Hyon Ju Paik - West High School 
Madelon Ries - Bishop Montgomery High School 
Jillian Townsend - Torrance High School 
Lisa Van Kreuningen - South High School. 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate. There 
were no objections, and it was so ordered. 
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The above new members of the Torrance Youth Council 
were duly administered the Oath of Office by Deputy City 
Clerk Croft. The best wishes of the Council were conveyed 
by Mayor Pro Tern Geissert. 

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

10a. 

• 

RESOLUTION for Performance of Services Under the 
Southern California Association of Governments 
Overall Work Program. 

RESOLUTION NO. 83-238 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING 
THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE RESOLUTION FOR PERFORMANCE 
OF SERVICES FOR FY 1983-84 WITH THE SOUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
83-238. His motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilman 
Walker, Mayor Armstrong). 

10b. LARGE ITEM PICKUP SERVICE. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is the recommendation of the Street Department that 
the 1983 Large Item Pickup Service be offered to all 
single and double family residences and that the cost 
of $61,999 be paid for by billing each residence a 
one-time fee of-$2.25. 

FINANCE NOTE: 
The Finance Department concurs in the one-time $2.25 
charge for 1983-84 as the most viable and equitable 
funding alternative, especially in view of the fact 
that the service will be "available" to all single and 
two-family residences. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the above 
stated Staff recommendation for a one-time fee of $2.25. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable (Councilman Walker, Mayor Armstrong 
absent) . 

Appropriate positive advance publicity was requested 
by Councilman Rossberg. 

4. City Council 
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10c. SOUTH BAY RAIL TR.l..NSIT ALIGNMENTS. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
The Department- of Transportation recommends that 
your Honorable Body approve the subject resolution 
supporting rail alignment #C-2, per map of record. 

Formal presentation 7 and desired clarification, were 
provided by Mr. Richard Stanger, Transit Development Manager, 
Los Angeles County Transportation Commission. 

Council discussion ensued. Councilman Rossberg noted 
that, to him, this item represents approval of a concept, 
rather than a specific rail line. Councilman Applegate 
stressed his strong desire that the rail line terminus not 
be in the City of Torrance, and also expressed his concern 
about the lack of information presently available. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to conceptually 
approve C-2, as recommended by Staff, modifying Page 1 of 
Staff report to reflect that the termination of the route 
will be in the vicinity of the landfill. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson. 

It was the comment of Councilman Wirth that he is 
not in agreement with Councilman Rossberg's motion -- what 
is proposed by him is a concep·t, noting that the current 
SCAG study on transportation needs indicates the imperative 
necessity for a form of mass transportation. Just as 
increased densities in buildings have been accepted in this 
city, per Mr. Wirth, it may be necessary to accept some 
mass transit designs that do not really look great. To talk 
about end-of-the-line arrangements will result in problems 
with other South Bay cities, according to Councilman Wirth -
"we need io stop talking about mass transit and start doing 
something about it." 

Councilman Applegate recommended that the subject 
resolution be modified, as follows: Paragraph 7 - "NOW, 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City 
of Torrance supports the conceptual South Bay rail corridor 
shown on the attached map known as the Marina/AT & SF/Hawthorne 
Light Rail Transit route with a terminus at the Los Angeles 
County Landfill on Hawthorne Boulevard ...... .1• 

Councilman Rossberg thereupon AMENDED HIS MOTION to 
incorporate the above recommended revisions by Councilman 
Applegate. Councilman Wilson, who seconded the motion, 
concurred with the amendment. 
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Councilman Rossberg's amended motion carried~ 
with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: 

NOES: 
ABSENT: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 
COUNCILMEMBERS: 

.. 

Applegate, Geissert, 
Rossberg, Wilson. 
Wirth. 
Walker; Mayor Armstrong. 

RESOLUTION NO. 83-239 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE SUPPORTING A 
FUTURE SOUTH BAY CORRIDOR RAIL ROUTE 

Councilman Rossberg moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 83-239, as amended by Councilman Applegate. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson, and carried, with roll call vote 
as follows: 

AYES: 

NOES: 
ABSENT: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 
COUNCILMEMBERS: 

Applegate, Geissert, 
Rossberg, Wilson. 
Wirth. 
Walker; Mayor Armstrong. 

* * * * * 
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15. HEARINGS: 

15a. CUP 83-25, Waldsut~Bauholding N.V. (Lester Kuzmick): 
Ci ty Counci l cons i d e ra t ion o f an appeal of a Pl anning 
Commission denial 'of a Conditional Use Permit to allow 
a retail use (sale of wine for off-premise consumption) 
on a portion of the property in the M-1 (PP) zone at 
2565 West 237th Street. THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDS 
DENIAL OF THE APPEALED CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT. THE 
PLANN:;:NG DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THE SUBJECT 
APPEAL WITH CONDITIONS. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the 
request of the proponent to continue the subject hearing to 
November 1, 1983. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Wirth, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: 
Councilman Walker, Mayor Armstrong). 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

See Page 12 · 

17b. ORDINANCE re: Exemptions from Payment of Transient 
Occupancy Tax. 

ORDINANCE NO. 3076 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 222.2.2 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO PROVIDE 
FOR CERTAIN EXEMPTIONS FROM THE TRANSIENT 

OCCUPANCY TAX 

Councilman Applegate moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 
3076 at its first reading. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Absent: Councilman Walker, Mayor Armstrong). 

17c. WAIVING OF FEES FOR SAINT CATHERINE LABOURE CARNVIAL. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
The City Manager recommends that your Honorable Body 
waive the carnival license fee for Saint Catherine 
Laboure Church contingent upon payment of the 
safety inspection fee. 

7. City Council 
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MOTION~ Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the City Manager. His motion 
was seconded by Councilman Applegate7 and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilman Walker, Mayor 
Armstrong). 

18. SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

18a. ORDINANCE NO. 3072. 

ORDINANCE N0.3072 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING 
DIVISION 9 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 
CODE TO RECLASSIFY THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY 
WHICH IS LOCATED ON THE NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF EMERALD STREET AND VICTOR STREET FROM 

R-3 TO R-1 
ZC 83-2 (EA 83-4): TORRANCE PLANNING 
COMMISSION AND B.F.M. ENTERPRISES, INC. 

Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Ordinance Nb. 
3072 at its second and final reading. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilman Walker, Mayor Armstrong absent). 

18b. ORDINANCE NO. 3073. 

ORDINANCE NO. 3073 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ADDING SECTION 95.3.39 
TO THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE REQUIRING 
A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR SUPPLEMENTAL 
RESIDENCE UNITS FOR THE ELDERLY 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
3073 at its second and final reading. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilman Walker, - Mayor Armstrong absent). 

18c. ORDINANCE NO. 3074. 

ORDINANCE NO. 3074 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING DIVISION 9 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO 
RECLASSIFY THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY WHICH 

8 . City Council 
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IS LOCATED NORTH OF SEPULVEDA BOULEVARD, 
WEST OF CRENSHAW BOULEVARD 7 SOUTH OF 
TOLEDO AND MONTEREY STREETS, AND EAST 
OF MADRONA AVENUE IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
FROM M-2 AND P-1 TO P-D (PLANNED DEVELOP
MENT) - ZC 82-4 TORRANCE INVESTMENT 

COMPANY 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
3074 at its second and final reading. His motion, seconded by 
Councilman Applegate, was unanimously approved by roll call 
vote (Councilman Walker, Mayor Armstrong absent). 

18d. ORDINANCE NO. 3075. 

ORDINANCE NO. 3075 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING A DEVELOPMENT 
AGREEMENT FOR A PERIOD NOT TO EXCEED TEN 
YEARS BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND 
THE TORRANCE DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, A 
PARTNERSHIP, CONCERNING THOSE CERTAIN 
LANDS LYING NORTH OF SEPULVEDA BOULEVARD, 
WEST OF CRENSHAW BOULEVARD, SOUTH OF 
TOLEDO STREET AND MONTEREY STREET, AND 
EASTERLY OF MADRONA AVENUE IN THE CITY 

OF TORRANCE 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Ordinance 
No. 3075 at its second and final reading. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wirth, and carried, with roll call vote 
as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Geissert, Wilson, 
Wirth. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Rossberg (for previously 
stated reason). 

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Walker; Mayor Armstrong. 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. NOTICE OF COMPLETION - Landscaping and Irrigation System 
for Median Islands in Sepulveda Boulevard from Eriel 
Street to Cypress Avenue; in Crenshaw Boulevard from 
Sepulveda Boulevard to 700 feet north; and at the 
intersection of Via Valmonte and Paseo de las Tortugas 
(B82-49). 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
That the work be accepted and final payment be made 
to the contractor. 
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20b. Sale of Police Confiscated Firearms. 

Postponed, per request of City Manager Jackson. 

20c. AWARD OF CONTRACT for the purchase of a Budgeted 
Replacement Double Spindle Brake Drum Lathe. 
Expenditure: $25,495.25 

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is Staff's recommendation that Council authorize 
the purchase of a new Star Model #53-DS Transfermatic 
Double Spindle Brake Drum Lathe from the Star Machine 
and Tool Company of Minneapolis, Minnesota, in the 
amount of $23,939.20 plus sales tax, or $25,495.25 
total. 

20d. AUTHORIZATION TO SELL "WRECK-TOTALED" CITY VEHICLE 
UNIT #7087 - Total Sale Amount: $328.89 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR/PURCHASING AGENT: 
That Council authorize the sale of the unit for salvage 
of parts to the high bidder, Schimmich & Dool, for the 
total amount of $328.89. (No sales tax is to be charged 
as this sale is subject to resale.) 

20e. AWARD OF CONTRACT Re: ·Purchase of One (1) Budgeted 
Replacement Police Parking Enforcement Vehicle. 
Expenditure: $7,511.17 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff requests permission from Council to participate 
in this "special offering" from the AM General 
Corporation and place an order for·one of these 
right hand drive units for the total amount of 
$7,511.17 including tax. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the 
above stated Staff recommendations on agenda items 20a, 20c, 
20d and 20e. His motion, seconded by Councilman Wilson, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote (Absent: Councilman 
Walker, Mayor Armstrong). 

* * * * * * * 

The hour being 8:30 P.M. the Council recessed and 
reconvened as the Redevelopment Agency, returning to its 
agenda at 8:31 P.M. 

* * * * * * * 
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22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS~ 

22a. City Manager Jackson announced that Capital Projects 
Administrator McKinnon has received an award as "Outstanding 
Building Official of the Year." Warm congratulations were 
extended by all present. 

22b. Councilman Applegate questioned possible conflict of 
interest involving contract attorney and Union Oil franchise. 
It was agreed to discuss this matter in Executive Session. 
Mayor Pro Tern Geissert advised that she would abstain, based 
on her husband's employment with Union Oil Company. 

22c. Councilman Rossberg requested appropriate recognition 
for Mr. Sam Torrance, championship golfer. 

22d. It was the recommendation of Councilman Rossberg, per 
recent correspondence in this matter, that the Toys'R Us 
building be leveled as soon as possible. 

22e. Councilman Rossberg suggested that the October 18th 
meeting convene at 4:00 P.M., instead of 4:30 P.M., for tne 
scheduled Executive Session -- this should prove more 
convenient for those attending the meeting. There were no 
objections, and it was so ordered. 

22f. ·councilman Rossberg requested that the matter of the· 
Southern California Edison Company's resolution (per 
communication) be returned as a regular agenda item. 

22g. Councilman Rossberg reviewed SCAG input re: need for 
a major airport and his conclusions pertaining thereto. 
Councilman Wirth also ·expressed his views in this regard. 
22h. Councilman Wilson noted letter (of record) from 
Reverend Dybvig, Ghrist the King Lutheran Church, re: 
traffic problems on 182nd Street. This letter was referred 
to Staff for appropriate follow-through. 

22i. Councilman Wirth referred to Item 22f -- the Edison 
Company's resolution -- and asked that Staff contact the 
other two municipalities referred to prior to submission of 
agenda item. 

22j. Mayor Pro Tern Geissert lauded the look of Miramar 
Park -- "it is lovely." 

22k. Mayor Pro Tern Geissert expressed a desire to explore 
Senior Citizen housing at Cravens and El Prado re: 202 
funding. 
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221. Mr. Lawrence Gitschier expressed his deep appreciation 
to the Council and to Staff for their help the past twenty-two 
years. 

* * * * * * * * * 
ITEM 17a. ·- EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 8:50 P.M. the Council recessed for an Executive 
Session, returning at 10~03 P.M. No formal action was 
taken. 

At 10:05 P.M. Councilman Wilson moved to adjourn 
to October 18, 1983 at 4:00 P.M. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Walker, Mayor Armstrong absent). 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

* * * * * * 
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