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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

January 111 1983 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular 
Meeting on Tuesday, January 11, 1983, at 7:00 P.M. in the 
Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Geissert, Rossberg, 
Walker, Wilson, Wirth and Mayor Armstrong. 

Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Designate Jackson and 
Staff representatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 
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Los Angeles County Supervisor Deane Dana led in the salute 
to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

The invocation for the meeting was provided by Councilman 
Wilson. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

None available. 

6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate moved that after the City Clerk has 
assigned a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance 
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on tonight's agenda~ the further reading thereof be waived, 
reserving and guaranteeing to each Couricilmember the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in 
regular order. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Citizen Development: 
January 19th at 4:00 P.M. 

Considered by the Council at this time, out of order: 

8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

Se. PRESENTATION OF FUNDS FOR-STREET MAINTENANCE FROM THE 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES. 

The Honorable Deane Dana, Superyisor Fourth District, 
County of Los Angeles presented a check in the amount of 
$160,000 from the County for street maintenance in the City 
of Torrance. It was stated by Supervisor Dana that this 
check represents the spirit of cooperation which exists 
between the County and local governments. There was grateful 
acceptance by Mayor Armstrong, on behalf of the Council and 
the citizens of Torrance. 

* * * * * * * * 

It was announced by Mayor Armstrong, with deep regre~ the 
tragic passing of two young Torrance girls -- Janet Cocke (South 
High) and Jennifer Barnes (West High) -- and the passing of 
Mrs. Marilyn Lee, wife of former Park and Recreation Commissioner, 
Guy Lee. It was the direction of the Mayor that this meeting be 
adjourned in their memory. 

* * * * * * * * 

The Council now returned to: 

8a. RECOGNITION OF 1982 EL CAMINO COLLEGE WOMEN'S SOCCER TEAMS 
FOR CAPTURING THE STATE SOCCER TITLE. 

Letters of commendation in recognition of the accomplishments 
of the El Camino College Women's Soccer Teams were presented members 
and coaches by Mayor Armstrong and Councilwoman Geissert. 
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RECOGNITION . OF 1982 EL CAMINO . COLLEGE MEN 1 S SOCCER TEAMS 
FOR CAPTURING THE STATE SOCCER TITLE. 

Appropriate recognition was provided team members and coaches 
by Mayor Armstrong and Councilman Applegate. 

Sc. PRESENTATION OF BEAUTIFICATION SCENE AWARDS - Winter, 1983. 

Mr. Joseph Sullivan, Chairman, Environmental Quality and 
Energy Conservation Commission, made the following awards: 

8d. 

Residential Land Use: 
Segundo and Eulalia Zamora 
1319 Arlington Avenue 

Commercial Land Use:. 
Bloomfield Service, Inc. 
1925 Sepulveda Boulevard 

Special Category -
Downtown Redevelopment: 
A.A.A. Upholstery 
1276 Sartori Avenue 

Industrial Land Use: 
Platt Music Corporation 
625 Alaska Avenue . . 

RESOLUTION commending Mrs. Dorothy Jamieson. 

RESOLUTION NO. 83-4 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE COMMENDING MRS. DOROTHY JAMIESON 
FOR THE MANY CONTRIBUTIONS SHE HAD MADE TO 

THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Councilwoman Geissert mOved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 83-4. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 
Be. Funds for Street Maintenance - See Page 2. 

8f. RESOLUTION commending Edward J. Ferraro. 

See Page 7. 
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Bg. COMMISSION INTERVIEWS. 

See Page 6. 

Considered by the Council at this time, out of order: 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. Ordinance to allow members of Boards and Commissions to 
continue to hold office after terms expire until 
successors are appointed. 

ORDINANCE NO. 3051 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE PROVIDING THAT MEMBERS 
OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS SHALL CONTINUE 
TO HOLD OFFICE UNTIL THEIR SUCCESSOR HAS 
BEEN APPOINTED, PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 3, 
DIVISION 1, OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 
CODE, AND DECLARING THE PRESENCE OF AN 

EMERGENCY 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Emergency Ordinance 
No. 3051 at its first and only reading. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Applegate. 

Prior to roll call vote on the motion, there was Council 
discussion. Considered were the precedent-setting aspects; 
possible problems in determining appropriate time periods; 
ordinance limitations; future controversial situations; 
the language of the subject ordinance, etc. City Attorney 
Remelmeyer provided desired clarification. 

Council action is reflected below: 

Councilman Wilson's motion for the adoption of Ordinance 
No. 3051 carried at this time, with roll call vote as 
follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Geissert, Rossberg, Wilson, 
Wirth; Mayor Armstrong. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Walker. 
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MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved for the bifurcation 
of the Civil Service Conunission; that the present Conunissioner 
would remain on the Commission for the current hearing in a 
Police Officer matter; that the new Conunissioner would take 
his position on any other matters before the Commission, with 
the term of the retiring Conunissioner to expire on completion 
of the Civil Service hearing. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer advised that the above motion 
was out of order. 

Mayor Armstrong stated at this time that it is the 
sense of the Council that they do not like the idea of 
staggered, loose, informal Conunission expirations and 
installations; they want it close and clipped. However, 
per the Mayor, the problems are recognized, particularly 
with the Civil Service Conunission, but it is clearly the 
intent of the Council that Ordinance 3051 will not be a 
practicing rule. 

MOTION: Councilwoman Geissert moved for reconsidera
tion. The motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg. There 
were no objections 1 and it was so ordered. 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved that Staff bring back 
an ordinance to repeal Ordinance 3051 on February 1, 1983. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson. This motion was 
withdrawn. 

A MOTION was then offered by Councilwoman Geissert: 
That Ordi-nance 305t be REPf:ALED. This motion was 
seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and carried, with roll call 
vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Geissert, Rossberg, 
Walker. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Wilson, Wirth; Mayor Armstrong. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved that this item be 
TABLED. The motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate. 
There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

* * * * * * * 
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The Council now returned to: 

8g. COMMISSION INTERVIEWS: 

Commission applicants were interviewed, and the following 
appointments were made: 

Airport Commission: 
John LeResche 
Matthew Pastel! 

Civil Service Commission: 
Anthony Thele 
Elinor Massey 

Environmental Qualtiy and Energy 
Conservation Commission: 

Joseph Sullivan 
Robert Carr 

Fine Arts Commission: 
Elizabeth Settle 

Human Resources Commission: 
William Henderson 
Hope Witkowsky 

Library Commission~ 
Luella Yde 
Timothy Mock 

Parks and Recreation Commission: 
Georgean Griswold 

Planning Commission: 
David Mars 
William Uerkwitz 

Traffic Commission: 
Arthur Miller 
Jani::e Untereiner 

Water Commission: 
Robert Katherman, Jr. 
Robert Billett 

Re: Senior Citizens Counci~per Staff report, of record): 
MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to confirm the 

Senior Citizens Council appointments. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Walker. There were no objections, and it was 
so ordered. 

6 . City Council 
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MOTION: Councilman .Applegate moved that there be 
appropriate recognition for retiring Commissioners. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg. There were no 
objections, and it was so ordered. 

* * * * * * * * 
The hour being 9:20 P.M., Mayor Armstrong ordered a 

10-minute recess. 

* * * * * * * 
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On resumption of the meeting, it was the request that 
the Commission interviewing process be reviewed by Staff and 
the appropriate Council Committee to the end that this process 
be updated and expedited. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved that the matter of 
handling Commission vacancies be sent to the Employee 
Relations and Department Organizations Committee. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg; there were no 
objections, and it was so ordered. 

* * * * * * * 

The Council now returned to: 

8 • . 

8f. 

COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

RESOLUTION of the City Council of the City of Torrance 
commending Edward J. Ferraro on his contributions to 
the City of Torrance during his tenure as City Manager. 

RESOLUTION NO. 83-5 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING EDWARD J. 
FERRARO ON HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CITY 

IN HIS TENURE AS CITY MANAGER 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
83-5. His motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate. 

Prior to roll call vote on the motion, City Manager 
Designate Jackson warmly commended the retiring Mr. Ferraro, 
followed by the eloquent 11 farewell speech" of City Manager 
Ferraro. (A verbatim transcript of these remarks is of 
official record.} 

Roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * * * 
7. City Council 

January 11, 1983 



270 

9. LIBRARY/PARKS AND RECREATION MATTERS: 

9a. RESOLUTION re: Renewal of Southern California Edison 
Company License Agreement. 

RESOLUTION NO. 83-6 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND 
DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO 
EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT CERTAIN AGREE
MENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY FOR THE USE 
OF THE POST SUBSTATION SITE FOR RECREA
TION PURPOSES (235TH AND ELM STREETS) 

JANUARY 1 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1983 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 83-6. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

9b. RESOLUTION re: Agreements extending Leases for Youth 
Baseball Organizations using Southern California Edison 
Post Substation, 235th and Elm Streets. 

RESOLUTION NO. 83-7 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE CERTAIN AGREE
MENTS BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND 
TORRANCE NATIONAL LITTLE LEAGUE, PACIFIC 
COAST LITTLE LEAGUE, TORRANCE AMERICAN 
BOYS' BASEBALL, AND TORRANCE CENTRAL 
LITTLE LEAGUE FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXTEND
ING LEASES TO CERTAIN PROPERTY HELD BY 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE, PURSUANT TO A 
LICENSE GRANTED BY THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
EDISON COMPANY, FOR USE AS BALL FIELDS 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 83-7. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Wilson, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
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10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

10a. RESOLUTION re: Retention of James M. Montgomery, 
Consulting Engineers - Rehabilitation of Ocean/ 
Yukon Water Storage Tanks. 

RESOLUTION NO. 83-8 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND JAMES M. 
MONTGOMERY, CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC., 
FOR ENGINEERING, INSPECTION AND RELATED 
SERVICES PERTAINING TO THE REHABILITATION 
OF THE OCEAN AVENUE AND THE YUKON AVENUE 

TANKS 
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Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 83-8. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Wilson, was unani
mously approved by roll call vote. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to approve an appropria
tion of $25,400 from the Water Revenue Fund for the subject 
engineering services. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Applegate, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a. RESOLUTIONS re: Agreements for Special Counsel Services 
with Marilyn M. Cochran and Joan Stein Jenkins. 

RESOLUTION NO. 83-9 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING AN AGREEMENT 
FOR SPECIAL COUNSEL SERVICES BETWEEN THE 
CITY AND MARILYN M. COCHRAN FOR THE PERIOD 
JANUARY 1, 1983 TO JUNE 30, 1983 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
83-9. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

RESOLUTION NO. 83-10 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING AN AGREEMENT 
FOR SPECIAL COUNSEL SERVICES BETWEEN THE 
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CITY AND JOAN STEIN JENKINS FOR 
THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 1983 TO 

JUNE 30, 1983 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 83-10. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

14b. RESOLUTION re: Revised Fiscal Year 1983 Federal 
Employment and Training Allocations and Additional 
Contract Servicesa 

Councilman Applegate announced that he would ABSTAIN 
on this item because of his affiliation with the YMCA. 

RESOLUTION NO. 83-11 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT
ING THE MAYOR AND THE CITY CLERK TO 
EXECUTE AND ATTEST A CONTRACT BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND THE TORRANCE 
FAMILY YMCA FOR A COOPERATIVE VENTURE 
TO ESTABLISH A CORPORATE CHILD CARE 

CENTER 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
83-11. His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable, with Councilman Applegate 
abstaining. 

* * * * * * * * 
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15. HEARINGS: 

15a. CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY CLERK: 
That the City Council approve the revisions to 
the Conflict of Interest Code as set forth by 
amendment to the Government Code and those 
revisions resulting from certain changes within 
City departments, boards and commissions. 
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Noted by City Clerk Babb in reference to Staff material, 
of record, on this item: The general classification of 
Police Lieutenant should be removed, excluding the Lieutenant 
in Charge of Vice and Narcotics. Further, Page 2, Item 3. 
should be revised to state: "The Private Industry Council 
has been dissolved and, therefore, should be removed from 
the designated list in the Code;" (deleting reference to 
Manpower Planning Council). 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing, and inquired if anyone 
wished to be heard. There was no response. 

Councilman Applegate moved that the hearing be closed. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 
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MOTION: councilman Applegate moved to concur with 
the city Clerk's recommendation, as modified. The . motion 
was seconded by councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

17a. Ordinance re: Commission terms - See Page 4. 

17b. EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

See Page 15. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
At 9:55 P.M. the council convened in Joint Session with 

the Redevelopment Agency to consider: 

- (Council item 17c and Redevelopment Agency item 3b were 
considered jointly by the two bodies.) 

17c. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUDGET 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 1982-83. 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
Adoption of amendments, of record, to the Redevelopment 
Agency Budget for Fiscal Year 1982-83. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved for adoption of 
amendments to the Redevelopment Agency Budget for Fiscal 
Year 1982-83, as recommended by Staff. His motion was 
seco~ded by Councilman Applegate, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

The Agency meeting was regularly adjourned at 
10:05 P.M., and the City Council returned to its regular 
agenda order. 

* * * * * * * * 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Purhcase of Budgeted Motorola 
Radios - Re: "Cooperative Purchase" on #GS00C90109 
Federal GSA Contract. Expenditure: $60,733.76. 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR/PURCHASING AGENT: 
That Council authorize the purchase of the required 
radios from the Motorola Communications and Electronics 
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Inc.,company utilizing pricing from the existing 
Federal GSA contract for Motorola radios #GSOOC90109 
for the total amount of $60,733.76 including tax on 
all required radios. 

20b. AWARD OF CONTRACTS - Re: Purchase of New 1983 Budgeted 
Vehicles. Ref. Bid #B82-82. Expenditure: $335,100.53 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the following award of contracts be made: 

1. Recommend an award for bid items, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 9 be made 
to Galpin Motors (of Sepulveda, CA) in the total amount of 
$139,014.77 including tax. 

2. Recommend an award for bid items 6, 10 and 16 be made to 
G.M.C. Truck and Coach Division (of Los Angeles) in the 
total amount of $55,973.21 including tax. 

3. Recommend an award for bid item 8 be made to Claude Short 
Dodge (of Santa Monica) in the total amount of $9,878.42 
including tax. 

4. Recommend an award for bid items 11 and 12 be made to 
Thorson GMC & Buick (of Pasadena) in the total amount of 
$43,969.11 including tax. 

5. Recommend an award for bid item 13 be made to International 
Harvester (of Los Angeles) in the·total amount of $68,905.50 
including tax. ·. 

6. Recommend an award for bid item 15 be made to Don Kott Ford 
(of Carson, CA) in the total amount of $17,359.52 including tax 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to 
recommendations on agenda items 20a and 20b. 
seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call 
mously favorable. 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

concur with Staff 
His motion was 

vote was unani-

22a. Mayor Armstrong referred to recent communication from 
Management Assistant McClain re: the initiation of pay parking 
at the Torrance Court House, and urged Council concurrence 
with Mr. McClain's recommendation that there be a minute 
motion to recommend to the County Staff an opposition to any 
pay parking at Torrance Court House. 

Noted by Councilman Armstrong were the problems which 
would be created for the City of Torrance because of its 
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immediately adjacent parking which is currently used by a 
number of Court House patrons. Councilman Rossberg pointed 
out further problems which would be presented to the 
residences and church near the Court House. 

It was the comment of Councilwoman Geissert that it 
might be well to remind the Board of Supervisors that at 
the time of the formation of the Joint Powers Authority, 
the County had grandiose plans for an underground parking 
structure. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved that the Council 
convey their opposition to any pay parking at Torrance 
Court House to the County Staff. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

22b. City Attorney Remelmeyer lauded the outstanding 
cGn,-t~il>'utions -to the City of Torrance made by retiring City 
Manager Ferraro. Mr. Remelmeyer's verbatim remarks are 
of official record. 

22c. Councilman Applegate requested appropriate recognition 
for the lengthy dedicated service of Mr. Lawrence Gitschier -
"he is just a fine, outstanding gentleman." 

22d. Councilwoman Geissert requested Staff investigation 
re: graffiti vandalism at the A.A.A. Upholstery shop on 
Sartori Avenue. Also requested was overall review by Staff 
of the graffiti situation, as well as Staff assistance in 
helping owners to treat the walls. 

22e. Appropriate recognition for Mr. James Pierson who has 
represented the City of Torrance on the Metropolitan Co
operative Library System Lay Advisory Board was requested 
by Councilwoman Geissert. 

22f. Councilman Wirth reported on his attendance at a recent 
League of California Cities dinner, with note of the dismal 
financial situation for local governments pictured by the 
key speaker. 

22g. Mayor Armstrong asked that appropriate Staff members 
monitor the Governor's budget, with a report back on possible 
impacts to the City. 

22h. Mayor Armstrong directed that there be appropriate 
recognition for retiring CACAN members. 
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* * * * * * 

17b. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 10:15 P.M. the Council recessed for an Executive 
Session, returning at 10:30 P.M. No action was taken. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 10:30 P.M. 
adjournment was dedicated to the memory of Janet Cocke, 
Jennifer Barnes and Marilyn Lee. 

* * * * * 
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