March 11, 2009
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CABLE TELEVISION ADVISORY BOARD.

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER:


The Torrance Cable Television Advisory Board convened in a regular meeting on Wednesday, 
March 11, 2009, at 7:07 p.m. in the Torrance Community Television Multipurpose Room located in the Stanley E. Remelmeyer Telecommunications Center. 

2. ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners:  Barnard, Carlson, Haussmann, Korman, Perkins, and Chairman Sunshine
Also Present:
Cindy Hibbard, Secretary

Don Fefie, TCtv Coordinator


Michael D. Smith, Cable & Community Relations Manager

Excused:
Commissioner:  Nishinaga 
Absent:
None
3. FLAG SALUTE:


Commissioner Sunshine led the salute to the flag.

4. MOTION TO ACCEPT AND FILE REPORT ON POSTING OF AGENDA:

MOTION:
Commissioner Carlson moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on posting of the agenda for this meeting.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Korman, carried with an aye vote.

5. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS - NONE

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A) February 11, 2009
MOTION:
Commissioner Carlson moved to approve the minutes of February 11, 2009.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Barnard, motion carried with an aye vote.

7. SCHEDULED BUSINESS:
A) Community Matters – NONE
B) Committee Reports – NONE
6
C) Report of the Community Television Center 

1) February, 2009 – Coordinator Fefie highlighted 17 new programs were completed with 17 programs bicycled.  He also noted studio usage was up over the previous year to 84% compared to 76%; field camera check-outs were also low 18% compared with 55% in 2008.  Post-production usage was down to 43% compared to 51% in 2008.  There were 03 multi-camera field productions, compared to none in the previous year.  07 "It’s Your TV Brochures" were mailed, with 2 graduates.  04 Users enrolled and graduated from Pre-Production Planning and Field and Post-Production Workshops.  Staff provided a tour of 27 Cub Scouts 851 Den 6 and adult leaders. 
Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Perkins moved to accept the Torrance Community Television Center Report for February 2009.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Carlson, motion carried with aye vote.

D) Report of Legislative and Cable Related Activities

Manager Smith reported that cable companies are in talks with networks to release programs on the Web for paying subscribers.  One model being discussed is for Philadelphia-based Comcast to expand its lineup of cable shows on Fancast.com, its website that aggregates TV shows and movies for free viewing, much like Hulu.com. But only subscribers could access the shows. It's not yet clear how subscribers would be authenticated; it would be easier if the customer also buys high-speed Internet service from the cable company.

AT&T now offers 100 HD channels to U-verse TV subscribers nationwide, a triple-digit mark that the telco claims tops the HD channel lineups offered by the local cable providers in every U-verse TV market.

Verizon Wireless said that it planned to offer a new high-speed network in all U.S. regions by 2015 and picked Alcatel-Lucent and Ericsson to build the system.

Customers of Verizon Communications' FiOS TV are happier with their service than subscribers of six other major U.S. cable, satellite and telco TV providers, according to a survey by analyst firm Strategy Analytics.

Cable customers surveyed had the lowest satisfaction levels, with Time Warner Cable subscribers the most likely to switch providers if they were offered a compelling price discount, said Strategy Analytics analyst Ben Piper.

President Obama made the digital TV delay official Wednesday, signing legislation to put off the switch until June 12, the White House said.  The FCC said Wednesday that it had received 6,750 calls between midnight Tuesday night and 11 a.m., which were the first few hours after the deadline for 421 stations pulling the plug on analog. That was "well within the capacity of the call center," said the commission.

Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Carlson moved to accept the Report of Legislative and Cable Related Activities for February 2009.  This motion seconded by Commissioner, Korman motion carried with aye vote.
E) Old Business - NONE

F) New Business - NONE

8. ADDENDUM MATTERS - NONE

9. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:

A) Secretary Hibbard wished everyone a happy St. Patrick’s Day and First Day of Spring.

B) Coordinator Fefie mentioned that TCtv was very busy.

C) Manager Smith mentioned the City Council approved the capital replacement of the camera and control system in the Council Chambers.  This system was first installed in 1987.  The working equipment will be donated to the Torrance Unified School District for use in their Board meeting room.
D) Manager Smith extended an invitation to the Commission to attend SCAN NATOA Inc. Thirteenth Annual Spring Conference May 21, 2009 in Santa Monica.
E) Commissioner Barnard extended an invitation to the Commission to attend the Save Historic Old Torrance annual Extravaganza Dinner, March 14, 2009 at the Marriott Hotel Terrace Ballroom.

F) Commissioner Haussmann hopes everyone survives the Ides of March.  The Ides of March was a festive day dedicated to the god Mars and a military parade was usually held. In modern times, the term is best known as the date that Julius Caesar was assassinated in 44 BC.
G) Commissioner Korman requested an excused absence for the April meeting.
H) Commissioner Korman reminded staff of their request of coverage of the upcoming Torrance Symphony Concert on March 21, 2009.
I) Commissioner Perkins mentioned her granddaughter has a soloist dance with the Drill Team at West High School.  She also mentioned she is the Captain of the Torrance Torrettes.

J) Chairman Sunshine expressed congratulations to staff for their excellent work in presenting the 17th Annual TCtv Video Programming Awards. 
9. ADJOURNMENT:

Chairman Sunshine adjourned the meeting of March 11, 2009, 7:32 p.m. to reconvene on Wednesday, April 8, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Michael D. Smith


Cable & Community Relations Manager
Roll Call:
Barnard 
Carlson 
Haussmann 
Korman 
Nishinaga 
Perkins
Sunshine 
