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5.13 PUBLIC SERVICES 

This section addresses public services including: fire protection and emergency services, police protection, 
school services, and library services. Park services are addressed in Section 5.14, Recreation. Public and 
private utilities and service systems, including water, wastewater, and solid waste services and systems, are 
addressed in Section 5.16, Utilities and Service Systems.  

The analysis in this section is based in part on the following technical report: 

• Technical Background Report to the Safety Element for the City of Torrance, California, Earth 
Consultants, 2005 

A complete copy of this study is included in the Technical Appendices to this Draft EIR (Volume II, Appendix 
G). 

5.13.1 Fire Protection and Emergency Services 

5.13.1.1 Environmental Setting 

Torrance Fire Department 

Fire services for the City of Torrance are provided by the Torrance Fire Department (TFD) from six fire stations 
and a Fire Prevention and Hazardous Materials Administration office. TFD provides safety, environmental 
protection, and property conservation through the provision of the following response programs: emergency 
medical services, direction and control, fire suppression, hazardous materials emergency services, 
hazardous materials administration, public education, specialized emergency response services, technical 
rescue services, and fire prevention. Table 5.13-1 shows the locations, equipment, and personnel of the six 
fire stations in Torrance. Between all stations and administrative offices there are 156 safety personnel. Of 
these, there are 49 personnel assigned to emergency response duty each day on one of three rotating shifts, 
9 personnel assigned to management and administrative support positions, and 15.5 civilians assigned as 
administrative personnel. Figure 5.13-1, Fire and Police Department Locations, shows the locations of these 
stations in Torrance. 
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Table 5.13-1   
Fire Department Stations Serving Torrance 

Station Location Equipment 24-hr Staffing 
Torrance Fire Department Stations 
Fire Station 1 
(Headquarters and 
Administration Offices) 

1701 Crenshaw Boulevard 2 engine companies 
1 ladder truck company 
1 paramedic rescue unit 
1 command team 
1 hazardous materials 

response unit 

Fire Operations: 16, 
including one shift 
commander (Battalion 
Chief) 
 
Administrative Staff & 
Management: 11.5  

Fire Station 2 25135 Robinson Way 1 engine company Fire Operations: 4 
Fire Station 3 3535 West 182nd Street 1 engine company 

1 paramedic rescue unit 
Fire Operations: 6 

Fire Station 4 5205 Calle Mayor 1 engine company 
1 paramedic rescue unit 

Fire Operations: 6 

Fire Station 5 3940 Del Amo Boulevard 1 engine company 
1 paramedic rescue unit 

Fire Operations: 6 

Fire Station 6 21401 Del Amo Circle 1 engine company 
1 ladder truck company 
1 air and lighting unit 
1 paramedic rescue unit 

Fire Operations: 11 
 
Engine company 
personnel cross-trained 
to respond as part of the 
Hazardous Materials 
Response Team  
 
Truck Company 
personnel cross-staffed 
to respond as part of the 
Technical Rescue 
Response Team 

City Hall 3330 Torrance Boulevard Fire Prevention and Hazardous 
Materials Administration 
Offices 

Administrative Staff:13 

Sources: Torrance Fire Department, 2009 

 

TFD also participates in a mutual aid agreement as required by the California Emergency Management 
Agency (Cal EMA). Torrance would receive fire suppression support from the following cities and/or county 
departments: Redondo Beach, Hermosa Beach, Manhattan Beach, El Segundo, Los Angeles County Fire, 
Los Angeles City Fire, or any other southern California departments as the incident needs dictate. 

For years 2003 and 2004, TFD responded to about 12,000 annual emergency and fire incident calls. The 
majority of these calls—between 67 and 70 percent for the two years—were medical and rescue 
emergencies. These are handled by the closest station with a paramedic unit, (Stations 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6). In 
2003, 2.54 percent of total incidents were fires and in 2004, 2.64 percent of total incidents were fires. In 2008, 
TFFD responded to about 13,000 emergency calls. The majority of these calls (72%) were medical and 
rescue emergencies. In 2008, 1.98% of the total incidents were fires. 
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Table 5.13-2   
Torrance Fire Department Statistics for 2008 

Type of Incident  Subtype Responses in 2008 
Structural 65 0.50 
Vehicles 47 0.36 

Brush/vegetation 223 0.18 
Rubbish/trash 62 0.48 

Fires 

Other 58 0.48 
Total Fires 455 1.98 

Motor Vehicles 475 3.67 
Medical and Rescue Emergencies 

All Others 8,846 68.27 
Hazardous Condition (No Fire) NA 775 5.98 
Public Assistance/Service Calls NA 933 7.2 

False Alarms/Calls and Good Intent Calls NA 1,637 12.63 
Total Number of Incidents 12,922 100 

Source: Earth Consultants International, 2005 and TFD, 2009. 

 

In 2008, four stations had more than 2,500 incidents responses. Only stations 2 and 5 were below 2,500 
incidents responses. The number of incidences for each station in 2008 are as follows: 

• Station 1: 5,592 
• Station 2: 961 
• Station 3: 3,520 
• Station 4: 2,646 
• Station 5: 1,609 
• Station 6: 4,332  

Between the existing six stations, TFD responds to an average of 3,110 calls per station every year. It should 
be noted that several units may respond from different stations for the same incident and this incident is 
counted for every station from which the apparatus responded. 

California Fire Plan 

The 1996 California Fire Plan is a cooperative effort between the State Board of Forestry and the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) (CAL FIRE 2006). This system ranks the fire hazard of 
the wildland areas of the state using four main criteria: fuels, weather, assets at risk, and level of service 
(which is a measure of the fire department’s success in initial-attack fire suppression). The California Fire 
Plan uses GIS-based data layers to conduct the initial evaluations, and local CAL FIRE ranger units are then 
tasked with field validation of the initial assessment. 

California Fire Plan maps assess the fire risk of individual 450-acre cells as moderate, high, or very high. The 
majority of the City is not considered to be at risk for fire because of the lack of vegetation and the flat 
topography. However, the southern portion of the City, near the cities of Rolling Hills Estates and Palos 
Verdes Estates, is in an area of very high fire risk. The denser vegetation, hilly topography, and the frequency 
of past fires give this area a greater fire risk. Figure 5.13-2, Fire Hazard Severity Zones, shows the area of the 
very high fire hazard near and partially covering southern Torrance. Figure 5.13-3, Historic Fires, shows 
historic fires since 1930 for this area. At least one fire has been recorded in each 20-year interval indicated on 
the map.  
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California Fire Alliance 

In response to the wildfires in western United States in 2000, a presidential executive order created the 
National Fire Plan as a cooperative, long-term effort of the USDA Forest Service, Department of the Interior, 
and the National Association of State Foresters, to protect communities and restore ecological health on 
federal lands. Through the National Fire Plan, funding was provided for the management and support of 
documents and programs that reduce the risk of fire hazards in identified communities. The California Fire 
Alliance is responsible for compiling a list of communities at risk. Torrance is not included on this list of 
communities at risk (California Fire Alliance 2009). 

5.13.1.2 Thresholds of Significance 

According to Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, a project would normally have a significant effect on the 
environment if the project would: 

FP-1 Result in a substantial adverse physical impact associated with the provisions of new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental 
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order 
to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for 
fire protection services. 

5.13.1.3 Environmental Impacts 

The following impact analysis addresses thresholds of significance for which the initial study disclosed 
potentially significant impacts. The applicable thresholds are identified in brackets after the impact statement.  

IMPACT 5.13-1: THE PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN UPDATE WOULD INTRODUCE NEW 
STRUCTURES AND RESIDENTS/WORKERS INTO THE TORRANCE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT SERVICE BOUNDARIES, THEREBY INCREASING THE 
REQUIREMENT FOR FIRE PROTECTION FACILITIES AND PERSONNEL. 
[THRESHOLD FP-1] 

Impact Analysis: The buildout of the proposed General Plan would have a projected buildout population of 
147,082 people, 57,536 housing units, and 62,163,561 square feet of nonresidential development. This 
increase of 4,388 dwelling units, 2,336,487 square feet, and 11,218 people over the existing land uses in the 
City would require additional fire suppression and emergency services.  

TFD has two approved projects to expand and enhance its current facilities in order to accommodate the 
growth of the City. The first project would upgrade Fire Station 4 to provide sanitary and washing facilities for 
female workers as required by California Code of Regulations, Title 8, Sections 3364 and 3366. A total of 
1,088 square feet would be remodeled into bedrooms, a laundry room, and women’s bathrooms to 
accommodate additional personnel. The second approved project is the construction of a new Fire Station 7 
at the northeast corner of Del Amo Boulevard and Van Ness Avenue. Current plans call for fitting this 
proposed new fire station mostly with equipment currently residing at other stations, with the exception of 
rescue equipment, which would be purchased for the new station.  



Source: Earth Consultants International 2005
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The third project is awaiting approval. If approved, it would be a new headquarters and Fire Station 1 
(headquarters) building, to be located at the 300 block of Crenshaw Boulevard at the former Pittsburg Paint 
and Glass building site. This alternative would still allow for the construction of a new Fire Station 7, but the 
location of Fire Station 7 would depend on the location of the new headquarters. The construction of new 
headquarters would improve office, training, and storage space, which is lacking at the existing headquarters 
building. Continuing to upgrade the existing headquarters would be more costly in the long term and the 
option to construct a new headquarters would be more efficient. However, until the project has been 
approved, it cannot be considered in this analysis. 

TFD would be able to meet fire protection needs of the City with the planned expansions (Fire Station 7). The 
funding for this has been approved as part of the City’s budget for FY2011–2012 and it is expected to be 
completed by 2014. The construction of Fire Station 7 would allow the TFD to better serve the City during fire 
and medical emergencies. Impacts on fire services would be less than significant.  

5.13.1.4 Relevant General Plan Update Policies 

The following general plan objectives and policies are designed to address and reduce potential impacts to 
fire services resulting from implementation of the general plan update. 

• Monitor the development of technology, and prioritize the acquisition and use of the latest 
technology to enhance emergency services (Policy S.6.1). 

• Maintain an adequate number of fire stations, facilities, and services sufficient to meet high fire 
protection standards (Policy S.6.2). 

• Adopt reasonable safety standards for areas in the City susceptible to hillside wildfires covering such 
elements as adequacy of nearby water supplies, land use patterns, routes or throughways for fire 
equipment, clarity of addresses and street signs, and maintenance of vegetation fuel (Policy S.6.3).  

• Provide for a maximum six-minute Fire Department response time to low- and medium-density 
residential areas and a maximum one and one-half minute response time to high-density residential, 
commercial, and industrial areas (Policy S.6.4).  

5.13.1.5 Existing Regulations and Standard Conditions 

Torrance Municipal Code, Division 8, Building and Safety, Chapter 1, Articles 1 and 2, the Torrance Building 
Code and Amendments to the Torrance Building Code 

Torrance Municipal Code, Division 8, Building and Safety, Chapter 5, Articles 1 and 2, the Torrance Fire 
Code and Amendments to the Torrance Fire Code 

5.13.1.6 Level of Significance Before Mitigation 

Upon implementation of regulatory requirements and standard conditions of approval, the following impacts 
would be less than significant: 5.13-1. 

5.13.1.7 Level of Significance After Mitigation 

Impacts on fire services are less than significant and do not require mitigation measures. No significant 
unavoidable adverse impacts would exist related to fire protection remain. 
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5.13.2 Police Protection 

5.13.2.1 Environmental Setting 

Law enforcement services in the City of Torrance are provided by the Torrance Police Department (TPD). TPD 
is at 3300 Civic Center Drive, behind City Hall. The department is composed of four components: the 
Administrative, Services, Patrol, and Special Operations Bureaus. The largest bureau is the Patrol Bureau, 
which includes Crime Scene Investigation, Gang Detail, Shopping Center Detail, Special Weapons and 
Tactics (S.W.A.T.), and Canine Detail unit. The department’s Community Affairs Division comprises the 
Community Affairs Section and the Community Lead Officer Detail, which acts as a liaison with the 
community. The Community Affairs Section coordinates programs such as Neighborhood Watch, Map Your 
Neighborhood, Business Watch, Partners in Policies, and Teens and Police. They also perform and 
coordinate functions such as home security inspections, vacation security checks, speaker requests, and 
tours of the police department. To further the effectiveness of its public safety efforts, the TPD has 
established focus-based policing, with the aim of empowering area and division commanders to manage 
unexpected challenges and provide solutions, and to delegate power to line level officers. 

The total TPD staff includes a chief of police, a deputy chief, 4 captains (each in charge of 1 of the 4 
bureaus), 14 lieutenants, 34 sergeants, and 182 sworn officers. It also has 118 civilian employees. There are 
five areas of responsibility in the City of Torrance, each managed by a designated patrol area commander. 
Area 1 covers the area north of 190th Street, south of Redondo Beach Boulevard, east of Hawthorne 
Boulevard, and west of Western Avenue. Area 2 covers the area north of Torrance Boulevard, south of 190th 
Street, east of Hawthorne Boulevard, and west of Western Avenue. Area 3 covers the area north of 
Sepulveda Boulevard, south of Carson Street, east of Hawthorne Boulevard, and west of Western Avenue. 
Area 4 covers the area north of Pacific Coast Highway, south of Sepulveda Boulevard, east of Hawthorne 
Boulevard, and west of Western Avenue, Crenshaw Boulevard, and the City of Lomita. Area 5 covers the area 
north of the City of Palos Verde, south of 190th Street, east of Hawthorne Boulevard, and west of the City of 
Redondo Beach. 

5.13.2.2 Thresholds of Significance 

According to Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, a project would normally have a significant effect on the 
environment if the project would: 

PP-1 Result in a substantial adverse physical impact associated with the provisions of new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental 
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order 
to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for 
police protection services. 

5.13.2.3 Environmental Impacts 

IMPACT 5.13-2: THE PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN UPDATE WOULD INTRODUCE NEW 
STRUCTURES AND RESIDENTS/WORKERS INTO THE TORRANCE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT SERVICE BOUNDARIES, THEREBY INCREASING THE 
REQUIREMENT FOR POLICE PROTECTION FACILITIES AND PERSONNEL. 
[THRESHOLD PP-1] 

Impact Analysis: Growth in the City of Torrance in accordance with the general plan would increase the 
population of the City to 147,082 by the year 2030. This is an increase of 11,218 persons over the existing 
land use conditions. The proposed Torrance General Plan would also increase total nonresidential building 
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square footage by 2,336,487 square feet over the existing conditions. This would increase the number of 
residents, employees, and structures in the TPD service area, creating a demand for more police service.  

Although buildout of the City of Torrance General Plan update could increase the need for police services, it 
would not result in a significant increase in demand for police services or facilities. TPD’s ability to deliver 
police services in a timely manner would not be significantly impacted. Currently, there are no plans for 
expansion of police facilities and TPD has indicated that the proposed development would not have a 
significant impact on police services. They would continue to strive to increase their current police force to 
meet the needs of future populations based on the proposed general plan. Impacts on police services are 
less than significant. 

5.13.2.4 Existing Regulations and Standard Conditions 

There are no existing regulations pertaining to police services.  

5.13.2.5 Relevant General Plan Update Policies 

The following general plan objectives and policies are designed to address and reduce potential impacts to 
police services resulting from implementation of the general plan update: 

• Monitor the development of technology, and prioritize the acquisition and use of the latest 
technology to enhance emergency services. (Policy S.6.1) 

• Maintain sufficient and adequate police stations and substations, facilities, services, and staffing to 
meet high public safety standards. (Policy S.6.5) 

• Support community participation in crime prevention through Police Department public outreach 
programs. (Policy S.6.6) 

5.13.2.6 Level of Significance Before Mitigation 

Upon implementation of regulatory requirements and standard conditions of approval, the following impacts 
would be less than significant: 5.13-2. 

5.13.2.7 Level of Significance After Mitigation 

Impacts on police services are less than significant and do not require mitigation measures. No significant 
unavoidable adverse impacts would exist related to police protection. 

5.13.3 School Services 

5.13.3.1 Environmental Setting 

The study area is in the Torrance Unified School District (TUSD). The district encompasses all of the City of 
Torrance, and operates 17 elementary schools, 8 middle schools, 5 high schools (one of which is a 
continuation school), 3 adult education centers, and a child development center. In addition to these public 
schools, approximately 41 public and private preschools and 13 private K–12 schools serve the City 
(PrivateBug.org 2009; GreatSchools.com 2009).  
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Torrance Unified School District 

The TUSD provides public K–12 education in Torrance. For academic year 2007 to 2008, there were 24,873 
students enrolled in public K–12 schools in Torrance. These enrollment numbers are shown by school in 
Table 5.13-3. 

 
Table 5.13-3   

Torrance Unified School District Enrollment 

School Name 
Enrollment for  

2007–2008 
Number of Portable 

Classroom Units 
Elementary Schools 
Adams Elementary 378 1 
Anza Elementary 587 1 
Arlington Elementary 565 8 
Arnold Elementary 647 14 
Carr Elementary 469 11 
Edison Elementary 594 10 
Fern Elementary 555 9 
Hickory Elementary 831 11 
Lincoln Elementary 466 4 
Riviera Elementary  681 8 
Seaside Elementary  696 6 
Torrance Elementary 518 8 
Towers Elementary 552 16 
Victor Elementary 1,047 17 
Walteria Elementary 635 14 
Wood Elementary 404 3 
Yukon Elementary 370 5 
Middle Schools 
Calle Mayor Middle 834 4 
Casimir Middle 698 7 
Hull Middle 615 7 
Jefferson Middle 678 8 
Lynn Middle 754 3 
Madrona Middle 755 8 
Magruder Middle 814 16 
Richardson Middle 661 10 
High Schools 
North High 2,245 2 
Shery High (Continuation) 191 NA 
South High 2,245 6 
Torrance High 2,250 2 
West High 2,138 2 

Total 24,873 221 
Source: Education Data Partnership 2009; Donald Stabler, TUSD, 2009. 

 

Additional Educational Resources 

In addition to the K–12 education provided by the TUSD, Torrance Adult School is available to all adult 
residents and residents in surrounding communities. Classes include computer and vocational training, 
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English as a second language (ESL), exercise and fitness, cultural programs, and languages. Adult school 
classes are offered at three locations: 

• Hamilton Adult Center, 2606 W. 182nd Street 
• Levy Adult School, 3420 W. 229th Street 
• Griffith Adult Educational Center, 2291 Washington Avenue 

Several Torrance elementary and middle schools offer the After School Club Program, which is a City-
sponsored supervised program for students to learn and socialize after school, and presents activities 
including sports, music, games, and guest speakers.  

Senate Bill 50 

Senate Bill 50 (SB 50) was enacted in 1998 to address how schools are financed and how development 
projects may be assessed for associated school impacts. It has been incorporated into California law as 
Government Code Section 65995. It provides three ways to determine funding levels for school districts. 
TUSD falls under the default level (Level 1) fee structure, which allows it to levy development fees to support 
school construction necessitated by development and receive a 50 percent match from state bond money. 
Based on the current fee structure, any commercial or industrial construction can be assessed a maximum 
fee of $0.42 per square foot of chargeable covered and enclosed space.1 The determination of the 
chargeable covered and enclosed space within the perimeter of a commercial or industrial structure would 
be made by the City of Torrance, in accordance with the building standards of the City. Based on the current 
fee structure for residential developments, construction can be assessed a maximum fee of $2.93 per square 
foot. 

5.13.3.2 Thresholds of Significance 

According to Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, a project would normally have a significant effect on the 
environment if the project would: 

SS-1 Result in a substantial adverse physical impact associated with the provisions of new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental 
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order 
to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for 
school services. 

5.13.3.3 Environmental Impacts 

IMPACT 5.13-3: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GENERAL PLAN UPDATE WOULD GENERATE NEW 
STUDENTS WHO WOULD IMPACT THE SCHOOL DISTRICT ENROLLMENT 
CAPACITIES OF AREA SCHOOLS. [THRESHOLD SS-1]  

Impact Analysis: The City of Torrance is served by the TUSD schools and several private schools. The 
general plan update assumes a buildout of approximately 84,043 single-family units and 63,038 multifamily 
units in the City, including units in mixed-use areas. The adjusted student-generation factors from the TUSD 
are listed in Table 5.13-4. 

                                                      
1 “Chargeable covered and enclosed space,” is defined as the covered and enclosed space determined to be in the 
perimeter of a commercial or industrial structure, not including any storage areas incidental to the principal use of 
the construction, garage, parking structure, unenclosed walkway, or utility or disposal area. 
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Table 5.13-4   
Student Generation Factors  

School Level 
SGFs for Single-Family 

Detached Units  
SGFs for Multifamily 

Attached Units 
Elementary  0.1950 0.1246 
Middle School 0.1181 0.0666 
High School 0.1773 0.1057 
Source: Residential Development School Fee Justification Study, Feb 2008. 

 

According to TUSD, there would be a total of 23,383 students by the buildout year. This is an increase of 
1,602 students from existing conditions. The existing conditions established by TUSD vary from the 24,873 
existing students noted above because of different information sources.  For either source, the future student 
population would not increase substantially because the majority of the City is built out and there would not 
be a large increase in residential land uses. 

Individual development in the City of Torrance would be required to pay school impact fees under 
Government Code Section 65995 (SB 50). Table 5.13-5 lists the impact fees charged by TUSD. 

 
Table 5.13-5   

Developer Impact Fees Charged by TUSD 
Land Use Price/Square Foot  

Residential $2.63/sf 
Commercial/Industrial $0.42/sf 
Hotels/Motels $0.359/sf 
Source: Torrance General Plan, 2009. 

 

Buildout development would include a total of 4,388 additional residential units and 2,336,487 additional 
square feet (75 acres) of nonresidential land uses over the existing General Plan designations. Payment of 
developer fees associated with these developments would offset impacts from increased demand for school 
services associated with buildout of the City of Torrance General Plan by providing an adequate financial 
base to construct and equip new and existing schools. 

5.13.3.4 Relevant General Plan Update Policies 

The following general plan objectives and policies are designed to address and reduce potential impacts to 
school services resulting from implementation of the general plan update: 

Community Resources Element 

• Enhance educational opportunities through cooperation with the Torrance Unified School District 
(Policy CR.11.2). 

• Partner with the Torrance Unified School District to optimize the joint use of school facilities for 
community educational use (Policy CR.11.3). 
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5.13.3.5 Existing Regulations  

• Senate Bill 50 (Government Code Section 65995) 

5.13.3.6 Level of Significance Before Mitigation 

Upon implementation of regulatory requirements and standard conditions of approval, the following impacts 
would be less than significant: 5.13-3. 

5.13.3.7 Mitigation Measures 

Impacts on school services are less than significant and do not require mitigation measures. 

5.13.3.8 Level of Significance After Mitigation 

There would be no mitigation measures related to school services. Impacts are less than significant. 

5.13.4 Library Services 

5.13.4.1 Environmental Setting 

The City of Torrance is home to Torrance Public Library (TPL), which has six branches (the main library and 5 
branches). According to Hennen’s American Public Library Rating System (HAPLR) for 2008, the Torrance 
Public Library falls in the top 30 percent of California’s public libraries (HAPLR 2008). The HAPLR system 
uses federally collected data on a variety of categories related to expenditure per capita, materials and staff 
per capita, and collection, circulation, and visitation statistics to rank United States libraries.  

Originally established as a City department in 1967, TPL consolidated with the Parks and Recreation 
Department in 2005 to form the Community Services Department. Current library resources include over 
400,000 volumes, approximately 35,000 audio visual materials (music, CD’s, books on CD and cassette), 
approximately 27,700 video materials (DVD’s and video cassettes), and over 900 periodical subscriptions. 
TPL also offers a variety of electronic print services and databases that may be accessed at branch libraries 
or from home.  

Figure 5.13-4 shows the locations of the six facilities that comprise TPL, which are listed below. 

• Katy Geissert Civic Center Library, 3301 Torrance Boulevard 
• El Retiro Branch Library 126 Vista del Parque (Redondo Beach mailing address)  
• Henderson Branch Library, 4805 Emerald Street 
• North Torrance Branch Library, 3604 West Artesia Boulevard  
• Southeast Branch Library, 23115 South Arlington Avenue 
• Walteria Branch Library, 3815 West 242nd Street 

Residents may also obtain materials through interlibrary loan and they have access to the University of 
California Library System, the County of Los Angeles Library System, and the California State Library System 
Catalogs and several neighboring cities library systems on the TPL web site.  

TPL does not receive developer impact fees for funding the expansion and operation of library services, but 
gains revenue through charging residents fines and fees for library services and from grant programs funded 
by the California State Library (Public Library Fund and Transaction Based Reimbursement Programs). This 
latter source has provided less revenue recently as state budgets have been reduced.  
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5.13.4.2 Thresholds of Significance 

According to Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, a project would normally have a significant effect on he 
environment if the project would: 

LS-1 Result in a substantial adverse physical impact associated with the provisions of new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental 
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order 
to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for 
library services. 

5.13.4.3 Environmental Impacts 

IMPACT 5.13-4: THE PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN UPDATE WOULD GENERATE ADDITIONAL 
POPULATION, INCREASING THE SERVICE DEMANDS ON LOCAL LIBRARIES. 
[THRESHOLD LS-1]  

Impact Analysis: Based on the existing land uses of the city, the current population of Torrance is about 
135,864. Buildout of the proposed general plan would result in a total population of 147,082, an increase of 
11,218 over existing land use conditions. The increase in the City’s population would require library services 
to serve the new population.  

TPL does not have a standard for determining the amount of library space (in square feet) that is needed per 
resident. Planning for library services in Torrance is guided by the city manager and the Department of 
Community Services director, and carried out by library staff. When approved, the City incorporates library 
service needs and projects into the City budget. In 2004, the city council approved the submission of a grant 
application to the California State Library to construct a new 15,509-square-foot North Torrance Library and 
Community Services Center (with 12,628 square feet of dedicated library space). Although the California 
State Library has filed this joint TPL-Torrance Unified School District proposal as a “very good” project, it has 
yet to be awarded a grant. One-third of the construction costs would be supplied by the City while two-thirds 
would be funded by the California State Library. This new facility would serve a community population of 
about 35,000. For comparison, Los Angeles City Public Library System recommends new facilities to be 
about 10,500 square feet if they are to serve community populations of 50,000 or less. This proposed North 
Torrance Library and Community Services Center would exceed this recommendation.  

Other service expansion projects include the Henderson branch expansion project (2,000 square feet to 
create a new homework space) and the El Retiro branch expansion (undetermined amount of space for 
youth services and collection of materials). The Henderson branch expansion has a capital project budget 
account but no funding has been awarded to the project by the City. The El Retiro branch expansion has not 
received any City action yet.  

The services of the library are increasingly in demand as population increases, especially for electronic 
media and Internet access for students and the general public. The need for these services represents a 
potentially significant impact on TPL, especially in the event that none of the proposed new developments 
and/or expansions are completed. The continued accrual of service fees and fines from residents and 
potential funding from the California Public Library would bring revenue to TPL. The City has shown 
commitment to continue pursuing the funding for the North Torrance Library and Community Services 
Center, as indicated in the proposed general plan. Upon buildout of the general plan update, library services 
would not experience any significant impacts. 
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4 North Torrance Branch Library - 3604 West Artesia Blvd.

5 Southeast Branch Library - 23115 South Arlington Ave.

6 Walteria Branch Library - 3815 West 242nd St.
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5.13.4.4 Relevant General Plan Update Policies 

• Maintain, enhance, and promote the Library as an important central resource for informational 
materials, lifelong learning, and personal development (Policy CR.10.1). 

• Provide up-to-date business information in the library system, and ensure the system serves as a 
municipal reference service, a depository for items of local historical importance, and an educational 
resource for residents of all ages and backgrounds (Policy CR.10.2). 

• Maintain places in the libraries where the public can meet to further their educational and cultural 
objectives (Policy CR.10.3). 

5.13.4.5 Existing Regulations  

There are no existing regulations for library operations. 

5.13.4.6 Level of Significance Before Mitigation 

Upon implementation of regulatory requirements and standard conditions of approval, the following impacts 
would be less than significant: 5.13-4. 

5.13.4.7 Mitigation Measures 

The Torrance General Plan update would not create any significant impacts related to library services. There 
would not be any mitigation measures.  

5.13.4.8 Level of Significance After Mitigation 

The Torrance General Plan update would not create any significant impacts related to public services. 
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