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Fire Services Questionnaire 
 

City of Torrance General Plan Update, Environmental Impact Report  
 
 

 
1. Please list the name(s) and location(s) of the fire stations within the City of 

Torrance and provide a description of the personnel and equipment 
(trucks/engines/paramedics) housed at each station. 

 
Fire Sta. 1 
1701 Crenshaw Bl. 
Torrance, Ca. 90501 
Administrative Offices & Support Staff: 14 

(Business hr staffing) 
Fire Operations: (24-hr staffing) 
2-Engine Co.  4 + 4 
1-Truck Co.  4 
1-Paramedic   2 
1-Command Team 2 
1-HazMat Unit  (staffed by E91 as needed) 
Sub-Total   16 
 
Total-Sta.1   30 
  
Fire Sta. 2(24-hr staffing) 
25135 Robinson Way 
Torrance, CA 90505 
1-Engine Co.   4  
 
Fire Sta. 3(24-hr staffing) 
3535 W 182nd St.   
Torrance, CA 90504 
1-Engine Co.  4 
1-Paramedic Unit        2 
 Total  6 
 
Fire Sta. 4(24-hr staffing) 
5205 Calle Mayor   
Torrance, Ca 90505 
1-Engine Co.  4 
1-Paramedic Unit        2 
 Total  6 
 
Fire Sta. 5(24-hr staffing) 
3940 Del Amo Blvd.   
Torrance, Ca 90503 
1-Engine Co.   4 
1-Paramedic Unit   2 
 Total   6 
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Fire Sta. 6(24-hr staffing) 
21401 Del Amo Circle Dr.   
Torrance, Ca 90503 
1-Engine Co.  4 
1-Truck Co  4 
1-Air & Lighting 1  
1-Paramedic Unit     2 
Total   11 
 
Fire Prevention  
3330 Torrance Blvd. 
Torrance, Ca 90503  
Administrative Offices & Support Staff: 13 

(Business hr staffing) 
 
 
2. What other fire stations would respond in the event of a large scale 

emergency in the City of Torrance? 
 
Under California OES Mass Mutual Aid agreements, nearby local area agency fire 
departments would respond. These could include any or all of the following cities: 

Redondo Beach 
Hermosa Beach 
Manhattan Beach 
El Segundo 
Los Angeles County Fire 
Los Angeles City Fire 
Other Southern California departments as the incident needs dictate. 

 
3. Are there plans for the expansion of existing fire service facilities?  (Please 

include location and completion dates of any projected expansion activities 
that would service the City of Torrance). 

 
Overview 
There are currently 3 major projects on the books for the Torrance Fire 
Department. Of the three, the first and second ones have been approved and are in 
various stages of the funding process. The third project has yet to be approved and 
its’ status remains as a proposed project only. 
 
Project 1: 
Fire Station 4 Remodel and Upgrade: Approved 
Fire Station 4 
5205 Calle Mayor 
Torrance, Ca. 
 
Remodel of existing station bathrooms and dormitories. 
The current 960 sq. ft. bedroom area will be remodeled into five bedrooms. One 
women’s bath and one laundry room will be added on the 128 sq. ft. area where 
currently there are locker rooms. 
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Justification:  
To provide sanitary and washing facilities for female firefighters required by 
California Code of Regulations, Title 8, Sections 3364 and 3366. 
 
This station has not been remodeled since its construction 47 years ago (1955). 
Estimated Completion Date: FY-2013 
 
Project 2: 
New Construction of Fire Station 7: Approved 
Del Amo and Van Ness, N/E Corner 
 
Justification:   
Reduce response times and increase the distribution of apparatus.  
 
This property was purchased in 1962 for this purpose. 
 
Discussion: 
Although Station 7 construction was already approved for FY2011-12 at Del Amo 
and Van Ness, building a new Station 1 first (see next item), makes better sense 
operationally and fiscally, and provides a more efficient distribution of resources 
in the Central and South East Sections of the City.  The City would be best served 
if Station 7 is built later at a location dependent on where Station 1 is built. For 
example, if Station 1 is built at the PPG site, Station 7 would be located in South 
East Torrance. 
Estimated Completion Date: FY 2014-15 
 
Project 3: 
New Construction (relocation) of Fire Station 1: Proposed 
300 blk of Crenshaw Blvd. (New Location) 
 
Build a new Fire Station 1 at the former Pittsburg Paint & Glass (PPG) site on 
Crenshaw Bl. Constructing a new Headquarters facility at the PPG site will 
require building another station (Station 7) in South East Torrance for better 
protection and distribution of Fire resources in Torrance. This is a more cost 
effective alternative as it will save relocation cost for temporary housing of 
personnel and apparatus during the construction. 
 
Justification:   
Reduce response times and increase the distribution of apparatus.  
 
Discussion: 
The existing building, constructed in 1955 with subsequent additions and 
renovations, meets basic needs but has a lack of adequate office and training 
spaces, non ADA compliant public/office spaces, poor layout, and a lack of 
adequate equipment and storage spaces. Some Fire vehicles are currently stored in 
canopies and equipment is stored in outside containers. Continued updates to the 
existing old building would provide inferior satisfaction of the Department needs 
and require significant funds, which will be better utilized for new construction. 
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Building a new Station 1 first makes better sense operationally, fiscally, and 
provides a more efficient distribution of resources in the Central and South East 
Sections of the City. 
 
Estimated Completion Date: TBD 

 
 
4. The attached statistical analysis shows projected land use information under 

the proposed General Plan in comparison to the existing adopted plan.  What 
additional measures, if any, do you recommend to ensure that adequate 
service would be available to the City under the updated General Plan?  If 
there are particular concerns, what do you recommend to alleviate those 
concerns?  (Please attach additional pages as needed). 

 
At this time it would be prudent to reserve comment on any recommendations 
relating to projected service levels provided by the Torrance Fire Department. At 
the end of 2008, a comprehensive survey was conducted by the ISO addressing 
this specific topic. The results of that survey are still pending and until received 
and reviewed, any comment would be premature and potentially based on less 
than optimal foundational data. 
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Response Prepared By: 
 
 
Name         Title 
 
 
Agency        Date 
 



 

Police Services Questionnaire 
 

City of Torrance General Plan Update, Environmental Impact Report  
 
 

 
1. What types of police services do you provide within the City of Torrance (e.g. 

patrol, investigations)?  
 
Patrol; Traffic enforcement; criminal and traffic investigations; SWAT; Gang 
Enforcement; school policing; Jail; community outreach (juvenile diversion, 
crime victims assistance, neighborhood watch, disaster preparedness, safety 
training, etc.) 

 
 
2. Please explain your designated patrol areas. 
 

Four major patrol areas as follows: 
• 5L1 – North of 190th St. to Redondo Beach Blvd with a West limit along 

Hawthorne Blvd and a East limit along Western Ave.  Patrol area is up to the 
city borders of Lawndale to the North, Redondo Beach to the West, Gardena 
to the Northeast and LA City to the East. 

• 5L2 – North border of 190th St; South border of Sepulveda Ave.;West 
Border of Madrona/Prairie Ave. and East border of Western Ave. 

• 5L4 - North border of 190th St; South border of Sepulveda Ave., East border 
of Madrona/Prairie Ave. and a Western border to the city limits of Redondo 
Beach. 

• 5L3 – North border of Sepulveda Ave; South border along Pacific Coast Hwy 
to the city limits of Redondo Beach and Palos Verdes; East border of Western 
Ave.; Southeast border along Crenshaw Blvd. to the city limits of Lomita; 
West border along Palos Verdes Blvd. to the city limits of Redondo Beach.  

 
3. What are the number and types of personnel ranging from administrative to 

officer ranks in your Department that are available to provide police protection 
services within the City of Torrance?   

 
241 Sworn employees: 1 Chief; 1 Deputy Chief; 4 Captains; 15 Lieutenants; 33 
Sergeants; 187 Officers 
 
116 Civilian employees 
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Continued on Next Page 
 
 

 
4. Please list the name(s) and location(s) of the station(s) within the City of 

Torrance.  If a map of the facilities is available, please include with questionnaire. 
 

Torrance Police Station 
3300 Civic Center Dr. 
Torrance CA 90503 

 
5. The attached statistical analysis shows projected land use information under the 

 proposed General Plan in comparison to the existing adopted plan.  What 
 additional measures, if any, do you recommend to ensure that adequate service 
 would be available to the City under the updated General Plan?  Are there any 
 current plans for the expansion of the existing facilities and services?  If yes, 
 please describe the planned expansion. 

 
None. 

 
 
 
 
Response Prepared By: 
 
Kent Sentinella      Administrative Analyst  
Name         Title 
 
City of Torrance, Police Department     4/2/09 
Agency        Date 
 



 

Educational Facilities Services Questionnaire 
 

City of Torrance General Plan Update, Environmental Impact Report 
 
 

 
1 Are the schools, addresses, and grades listed correct?  Is this a complete list of all 

of the schools within the City of Torrance?   
 

TORRANCE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Schools within the City of Torrance 

School Name and Location 
Grades 
Served 

District 
Current 

Enrollment 

Adams Elementary  

2121 238th St., Torrance, CA  90501 
K-5 TUSD 400 

Anza Elementary 

21400 Ellinwood Dr., Torrance, CA 90503 
K-5 TUSD 594  

Arlington Elementary 

17800 Van Ness Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 
K-5 TUSD  547 

Arnold Elementary 

4100 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 
K-5 TUSD  589 

Calle Mayor Middle 

4800 Calle Mayor, Torrance, CA 9050 
6-8 TUSD  839 

Carr Elementary 

3404 W. 168th St., Torrance, CA 90504 
K-5 TUSD  456 

Casimir Middle 

17220 Casimir Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 
6-8 TUSD  707 

Children's Center 

4120 W. 185th St., Torrance, CA 90504 
PK-5 TUSD  Closed 

Edison Elementary 

3800 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA  90504 
K-5 TUSD  607 

Fern Elementary 

1314 Fern Ave., Torrance, CA 90503 
K-5 TUSD  535 

Hamilton Adult 

2606 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 
 TUSD   

Hickory Elementary 

2800 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90501 
K-5 TUSD  841 

J. H. Hull at Levy Middle 

3420 West 229th Place, Torrance, CA 90505 
6-8 TUSD  650 

Jefferson Middle 

21717 Talisman St., Torrance, CA 90503 
6-8 TUSD  672 

Levy Adult School at Hull 

2080 West 231st St., Torrance, CA 90501 
 TUSD   
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TORRANCE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Schools within the City of Torrance 

School Name and Location 
Grades 
Served 

District 
Current 

Enrollment 

Lincoln Elementary 
2418 W. 166th St. Torrance, CA 90504 

K-5 TUSD 455 

Lynn Middle 
5038 Halison St., Torrance, CA 90503 

6-8 TUSD 761  

Madrona Middle 
21364 Madrona Ave., Torrance, CA 90503 

6-8 TUSD  744 

Magruder Middle 
4100 W. 185th St., Torrance, CA 90504 

6-8 TUSD  777 

North High 
3620 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 

9-12 TUSD 2188 

Richardson Middle 
23751 Nancy Lee Lane, Torrance, CA 90505 

 
6-8 

 
TUSD 

713 

Riviera Elementary 
365 Paseo de Arena, Torrance, CA 90505 

 
K-5 

 
TUSD 

680 
  

Seaside Elementary 
4651 Sharynne Lane, Torrance, CA 90505 

 
K-5 

 
TUSD 

691 
 

Shery High 
2600 Vine St., Torrance, CA 90501 

9-12 TUSD 190 

South High 
4801 Pacific Coast Highway, Torrance, CA 90505 

9-12 TUSD 
2213 
 

Torrance Elementary 

2125 Lincoln Ave., Torrance, CA 90501 
K-5 TUSD  530 

Torrance High 

2200 Carson St., Torrance, CA 90501 
9-12 TUSD  2183 

Towers Elementary 

5600 Towers St., Torrance, CA 90503 
K-5 TUSD  537 

Victor Elementary 

4820 Spencer St., Torrance, CA 90503 
K-5 TUSD 1027 

Walteria Elementary 

24456 Madison St., Torrance, CA 90504 
K-5 TUSD 626 

West High 

20401 Victor,  Torrance, CA 90503 
9-12 TUSD 2070 

Wood Elementary 

2250 W. 235th St. 
K-5 TUSD 393 

Yukon Elementary 

17815 Yukon Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 
K-5 TUSD 361 

Griffith Adult Education Center 

2291 Washington Ave., Torrance, CA 90501 
 TUSD   
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2 What are the existing enrollments and current capacities at each school facility?  

Do you have any projections for attendance levels or capacity for future years?   
 
The district projects a slow decease to its current enrollment of less than 1% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 What are the average student generation rates per dwelling unit for each school? 
We do not have student generation factors for each school 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 Does the District currently use portable or temporary classrooms at any of its 

schools?  If so, please identify the school and number of portable facilities for 
each school.  Yes, see attached 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 Are any new schools or expansions of existing schools planned by the District? 
The district is planning 2 expansions of existing schools: Hull Middle School and Fern 

Elementary 
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6 Are fees assessed against new developments for school related services?  If so, in 
what amount for residential and non-residential (commercial and industrial) 
development?  Yes, $2.97 for residential and $.41 for commercial 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response Prepared By: 
 
Don Stabler                                                                         Deputy Superintendent 
Name         Title 
 
Torrance Unified                                                                April 20,2009 
Agency        Date 



Multiple files are bound together in this PDF Package.

Adobe recommends using Adobe Reader or Adobe Acrobat version 8 or later to work with 
documents contained within a PDF Package. By updating to the latest version, you’ll enjoy 
the following benefits:  

•  Efficient, integrated PDF viewing 

•  Easy printing 

•  Quick searches 

Don’t have the latest version of Adobe Reader?  

Click here to download the latest version of Adobe Reader

If you already have Adobe Reader 8, 
click a file in this PDF Package to view it.

http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
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Parks Services Questionnaire 
 

City of Torrance General Plan Update, Environmental Impact Report  
 
 

 
1. Please list the name, location, acreage, and type of facilities for each of the parks and/or 

recreational facilities within the City of Torrance. 
 

See the attached PDF that describes all of our parks in detail.   
 

In addition to the parks listed in the attachment, Torrance operates the Victor A. Benstead 
Plunge, a 50-meter public pool (3331 Torrance Blvd.), and the 42-acre Madrona Marsh 
Nature Center and Preserve (3201 Plaza Del Amo).  

 
2. How are park needs determined (e.g., X-acres/population)?   
 

The City of Torrance has determined its park needs by attempting to maintain 10 acres of 
usable open space to every 1000 residents.  The City has also created parks and 
recreational opportunities in response to public inquiry and community action.    

 
3. Are existing resources adequate or deficient in terms of meeting the City’s recreational 

needs?   
 

The recreational opportunities available to the public do not meet the current demand.  To 
meet the need for active recreation space, more night-lit sports facilities are needed to 
keep pace with the growth of youth and adult sports.  As local density increases with the 
addition of multifamily homes and condominiums, new and upgraded parks should be 
considered vital elements of the residents’ quality of life.  

 
4. Are there any planned additions or alterations to existing park and/or recreational 

facilities?  If so, please indicate. 
 

The City of Torrance has several projects pending that add to the range of recreational 
opportunities.   

 
The City plans to add one neighborhood park to the system at the junction of Lomita 
Blvd and Anza Ave.  This project plans to turn an unused storm drain area into a 
neighborhood park with a small tot lot, walking paths and landscaping.  Community 
discussions have already begun and a draft park concept has been created.  This project is 
currently on hold due to a state grant-funding freeze. 

 
The City is also planning to renovate a small pocket park in a neighborhood on our 
eastern border called Pueblo Park.  There has been high community support for this 
project though funding has not been available.   
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The City of Torrance has a number of stormwater retention basins that are being 
considered for recreational opportunities.  The Bishop Montgomery Sump (11 acres) may 
provide an opportunity for night lit multi-purpose sports fields.  The Ocean Ave Sump 
(10 acres) would provide for passive recreational walking trails in a naturally landscaped 
setting.  Furthermore, the City is considering improvements to the walking trails at the 
Entradero Sump and providing minor amenity modifications to the co-joined park site.   

 
5. What are the current sources of revenue for existing and or future park/recreation 

facilities?  Is new development assessed park fees and, if so, in what amount? 
 

The City utilizes three main sources of funds for new parks and park improvements: 
Grant funds, City General Funds, and Open Space/Facility fees.  Grant funding large 
enough to renovate a park or provide significant improvements often come in the form of 
Proposition funding and occur every several years pending approval by the voters.  
However, accessing grant funds is often difficult to plan for and often requires matching 
funds.  The City’s General Fund is usually carry-over capital funding and is used to make 
up the difference in funding sources on specific projects.   

 
Currently, the City assesses fees for new residential development categorized as Open 
Space and Facilities Fees.  These fees have provided much flexibility in planning for and 
implementing improvements.  These funds are projected to decrease over the next few 
years due to the lack of new building activity in the City.  At this time, the City has not 
considered assessing additional park fees.     

 
 
6. To the best of your knowledge, has park and recreational facilities usage changed in past 

years?  For example, has the level of need increased, decreased or stayed the same?  
Please provide any available figures to document this change. 

 
Parks and Recreation practices have changed dramatically over past years.  The industry 
has seen a shift from free to fee-based programming.  We have seen an increase in 
demand and participation in the fee-based programs.  The figures below show the 
increase in our fee-based classes, programs, and leagues over a five-year period.    

 
Year Number of Participants 
2004 37,149 
2005 38,066 
2006 38,071 
2007 40,289 
2008 41,772 

 
We have also seen an increase in non-profit participation in youth, adult, and senior 
programs such as little league baseball, youth soccer, and adult sports leagues.  This 
increase had driven up the demand for practice space, night lit fields, and scheduling.  
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7. The attached statistical analysis shows projected land use information under the proposed 
General Plan in comparison to the existing adopted plan.  What additional measures, if 
any, do you recommend to ensure that adequate service would be available to the City 
under the updated General Plan?  If there are particular concerns with the update to the 
General Plan, what do you recommend to alleviate those concerns?  (Please attach 
additional pages as needed). 

 
 

To provide the maximum recreational opportunities for future populations, the plan 
should reinforce the commitment to keeping the open space/population ratio as high as 
possible.  This commitment assists the city in maintaining a high standard of living, 
reinforces property values, and lowers crime levels.  Land that becomes available for 
reallocation or purchase should be considered for recreational opportunities.  In addition, 
as residential development is planned that changes density levels, recreational 
opportunities should be considered as well.  

 
Response Prepared By: 
 
Andrew Orpe       Sr. Administrative Analyst 
Name         Title 
Community Services Department     April 14, 2009 
Agency        Date 
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Library Division- Library Services Questionnaire 

 

1.  How are library service needs determined by the County for the City of Torrance 
(e.g. X square feet or volumes/population) 

The County is not involved in setting library division operational goals or 
measures.  Torrance Public Library staff, under the general direction of the City 
Council/City Manager/Community Services Department Director of the City of 
Torrance develops a plan of service and budget goals/objectives based on staff 
and community input, and comparisons with other library agencies of similar size 
and complexity.  The California State Library collects information from all public 
libraries in California and publishes an annual summary of the data which is 
made available to libraries in the state for planning purposes.  As a general 
standard, Los Angeles City Public Library has developed criteria for the size of 
libraries in its system.  Their plan recommends building 10,500 square foot 
facilities (branches) for communities with less than 50,000 population and 12,500 
square foot libraries for communities with more than 50,000 population.  For 
contemporary libraries, the figure of 3.8 square feet /person has been suggested.  
As a comparison, Torrance submitted a grant to build a new North Torrance 
Library and Community Services Center in McMaster Park at a size of 15,509 
square feet (the Library portion of the building was to be 12,628 square feet) for a 
population of approximately 35,000 residents. 

 

2.  Are existing library facilities adequate to meet the community’s needs? 

The five branch libraries of Torrance Public Library are the “original” buildings, 
have not been improved upon, are quite cramped and small, and could use a 
variety of improvements to meet the community’s needs.  Only the main library, 
the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library, has been completely refurbished since 
the facility was built.  The five branches range in size from 3000 square feet to 
7400 and require new carpet and paint, new electrical infrastructure to handle 
technology needs such as computers and other hardware, and expansion for 
programming, collections, and seating areas.  These same facilities are slated for 
some of this work in the next two years.  Earthquake braced shelving has been 
purchased and will be installed in each location, as well as new carpet, interior 
paint, and in the case of at least one of the buildings, new ceiling.  All buildings 
are also slated for additional electrical wiring/cabling in preparation for installation 



of wireless access.  However, space for programming and much needed services 
such as Homework Centers is not sufficient at all but one of the branches.   

 

3.  Are there any planned additions to existing library resources or facilities?  If so, 
please list them. 

a.  As previously mentioned, the Library Division (approved by the Torrance City 
Council) submitted a grant application to the California State Library to build a 
new North Torrance Library and Community Services Center in McMaster 
Park.  The joint facility would consist of a 12,628 square foot library including 
a large community meeting room, and several rooms dedicated to recreation 
services including a room for recreational therapeutics. The total size of the 
building is planned at 15,509 square feet.  The grant guidelines required the 
City to commit to 1/3 of the cost of the facility with the State Library covering 
2/3 of the project’s costs.  While the State Library ranked the project “very 
good” it has not been funded and the project is still on the drawing board; 
conceptual plans for the facility are available. 

b.  The Library had also hoped to expand the present Henderson Library 
branch by, at minimum, 2,000 square feet to enable inclusion of a small 
Homework Center, programming area, and additional patron seating.  It was 
expected that the additional square footage would be created by expanding 
the building into the area now occupied by the parking lot directly behind the 
facility.  A capital project (FEAP) budget account was created for the 
Henderson project but there is no present budget allocation for this project. 

c. The El Retiro branch needs additional programming and collection space for 
the provision of Youth Services.  Library staff identified parkland area to the 
west of the facility which could be used for expansion.  While such an addition 
has been discussed, no City action has been taken to develop such a plan. 

 

4.  What are current sources of revenue for the library?  Are new developments 
assessed fees?  If so, in what amount for residential, commercial and industrial 
uses? 

Presently the majority of the Library’s budget comes from the City of Torrance 
General Fund.  The Library generates modest revenue through the charging of 
fines and fees for overdue or lost materials (approximately $134,000) and/or 
service fees for placing holds on items or obtaining materials for patrons through 



inter-library loans ($3,000).  Other sources of revenue include grant programs 
funded by the California State Library (Public Library Fund and Transaction 
Based Reimbursement Programs) but these programs have been greatly 
reduced due to budget cutbacks.   

The Library does not presently receive developer’s fees (sometimes called 
impact fees) for new residential or commercial property development in the City.  
There are cities and library jurisdictions that have established such fees to help 
defray the impact of new developments on library operations but Torrance Public 
Library is not receiving such funds at this time.   

 

5.  To the best of your knowledge, for library facilities, has the level of need 
increased, decreased, or stayed the same in recent years?  If there have been 
changes, please provide us with information about those changes, known causes 
of the changes and the time frame in which these changes occurred. 

The level of need for library facilities has increased dramatically in the past five to 
ten years.  There has been an information explosion and not only are students 
heavily dependent on electronic resources, but the general public also looks to 
the Library for their computer and Internet access needs.  Current facilities do not 
have the electronic infrastructure to support large numbers of computers as well 
as the bandwidth to support downloading resources from the Library’s electronic 
information system. 
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