
Torrance 
Police 
Department 

Toy Drive Info 1 

Tip-A-Cop 2 

Telephone Scams 3 

Seniors Don’t be 
Scammed 

4 

Halloween Safety 4 

Weekly Crime Log 4 

  

Inside this issue: 

2014 Torrance Police & Fire Holiday 
Toy Drive 

Neighborhood Watch 

Newsletter 

October to December 2014 Volume 62 

The holiday season is quickly approaching and with it so is our annual toy 
collection. We will begin collecting toys Monday, November 24th. If you 
would like to donate a new unwrapped toy (please NO USED toys or 
stuffed animals), or a gift certificate, you may do so at the following loca-
tions: 

Torrance Police Department:  

3300 Civic Center Dr. 

Torrance Fire Stations: 

#1 1701 Crenshaw Blvd. 

#2 25135 Robinson Way 

#3 3535 W. 182nd St. 

#4 5205 Calle Mayor 

#5 3940 Del Amo Blvd. 

#6 21401 Del Amo Circle 

In addition to toys for younger children, we will also need items for children 
ages 11-16 such as sports equipment (balls, Frisbees, etc), art supplies and 
age appropriate board games. 

If you know of a family that 
is in need of assistance, 
please contact Christina 

Szczypkowski at (310) 618-
6392. They must be City of 
Torrance residents (with 
proof of residency) or at-

tend TUSD schools. 



Come out and join us for Tip-A-Cop!!!!! 
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Don’t Be A Victim of Telephone Scams 

Volume 62 Page 3 

We need your help!!!!! The Torrance Police Department continues to receive reports of suspects calling 
our citizens. With your assistance, we have been successful in reducing the amount of financial loss by 
either knowing of the scam or using good common sense. To recap, the suspects will identify themselves 
as IRS agents, Southern California Edison workers, Law Enforcement personnel, or other governmental 
agencies, in an attempt to get the victim's attention. The suspects will then proceed with the scam and 
tell the victim they owe money for unpaid taxes, electrical bills, warrants or bail for a family member. 
If the suspects are successful, they will instruct the victim to put money on a Green Dot card or any 
Pre-Paid Visa/MasterCard that can be found at any supermarket or drug store. Once the victim gives 
the suspects the numbers on the back of the card, the scam is complete and the victim will be out the 
money that was loaded. 

If you receive a call of this nature, ask the caller for their name and agency, then hang up. Do not call 
them back at the number they provide, but rather, obtain the agency's official number via the internet 
or by calling information. When you call this legitimate number, you will likely discover that the call was 
a scam. If you continue to receive telephone scams, tell the caller to stop calling and that you will be 
filing a report with your police department. 

At no time will ANY of the above agencies ask for unpaid bills/balances to be paid by a Pre-Paid card. 

We want your help in spreading the word. Talk to your family members, your friends, neighbors 
and co-workers. We need YOU to be our voice within your own circle of influence to stop this 
crime from occurring.  

If you have any questions or believe you have been a victim of a scam or fraud, please call the Torrance 
Police Department, Economic Crimes Section, at 310-618-6363. 
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Halloween Safety Tips 
• Make sure children are accompa-

nied by an adult or responsible 
teenager when they go door to 
door. Go with them yourself if you 
can. 

• Instruct children never to eat any-
thing until they’ve returned home 
and the treats have been examined. 

• Check wrappers of commercial 
treats for tampering. 

• Make sure costumes fit and young-
sters can see well. 

• Use reflective tape on costumes so 
people driving cars can see chil-
dren. 

• Try using makeup instead of a 
mask. 

Check out our weekly Crime Log at 
www.Police.TorranceCA.Gov.  These 
weekly crime logs are provided to 
the community in an effort to edu-
cate citizens on the actual crimes 
occurring, the date/time and the 
general location. Please feel free to 
share this information with your 
neighbors and friends. 


