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	City of Torrance Fire Department- Fire Prevention Division

3031 Torrance Blvd. Torrance, CA 90503

Phone: (310) 618-2973 Fax: (310) 781-7506

National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)

INFORMATION FOR INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES




The Law

The federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1972 (a.k.a. Clean Water Act) prohibits the discharge of pollutants into the “waters of the United States”.  In 1987, the CWA was amended, adding Section 402, which established the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System.  This system requires that municipalities, industries, and construction sites obtain stormwater permits.  The objective of these permits is to reduce pollutants in stormwater and urban runoff so that our regional water bodies, along with residents’ health and safety, are enhanced and protected.

Storm Drains vs. Sewer Drains

These are two different systems.  Sanitary sewer drains transport water from sinks, toilets, and other plumbing fixtures to wastewater treatment plants.  There it is treated before being discharged to an ocean, lake, or river.  Water from parking lots, driveways, alleyways, streets, and gutters flows into storm drains which carry it directly to our oceans, rivers, and lakes without treatment.

The Effects of Stormwater Pollution

Stormwater and other water discharged to storm drains becomes polluted when it picks up contaminants such as cigarette butts, trash, vehicle fluids, soap, paint, fertilizers, pesticides, pet waste, and dust) as it flows over streets, parking lots, driveways, and landscaped areas.  Water testing has detected disease-causing bacteria (including human adenovirus and fecal coliform), pesticides and herbicides, and heavy metals in local stormwater, lakes, and the ocean.  These pollutants harm both humans and wildlife: they close beaches, kill marine life, contaminate fish and seafood, cause illness to swimmers and surfers, increase the risk of flooding by clogging gutters and catch basins, and affect the region’s multi-billion dollar tourism economy.

Recent studies have identified stormwater and urban runoff as leading sources of pollutants to surface waters in Southern California.  Each day 100 million gallons of polluted runoff enter the ocean untreated, depositing toxic chemicals in our surf and over 4300 tons of trash on our beaches.  On a rainy day this can rise to 10 billion gallons.  In 2003, Los Angeles County reported 5384 beach closings and advisories (vs. 4553 in 2002).  Stormwater pollution costs the Los Angeles economy more than $26 million per year.  Clean stormwater runoff is vital to recharge ground water supplies, which provide 40% of southern Los Angeles County’s residential water usage.  Contaminated stormwater leads to contaminated groundwater, which is extremely expensive and nearly impossible to clean up.

Legal Responsibilities

The NPDES program administered by the City of Torrance requires that all commercial and industrial facilities adopt Best Management Practices (BMPs) to the maximum extent practicable (Ordinance No.3452, 410.1.060).  This pamphlet tells you the BMPs that you are required to implement.

Under the Municipal Stormwater Permit (Permit No. CAS004001 Part 4 Section C), the City of Torrance is required to inspect facilities at least twice in a five year period to ensure that BMPs are being implemented to the maximum extent practicable by each business covered under the program and that illegal water discharges are not entering the storm drain.

Does My Facility Need To Be Covered By An NPDES Industrial Permit?

Here is how the federal agencies, state agencies, local agencies, and you can determine if coverage by an industrial permit is needed at your facility:

1) Create a description of the business activity including the final product(s) and the activities needed to create, clean, transport, store, etc. these products. 

(Example, a school’s main business activity/product is education.  However, some schools may maintain school buses or other vehicles on-site and maintain the building and grounds.  These activities help them achieve their main function and are activities regulated by the NPDES program.)

2) Assign an SIC Code based on the description of the business activity.

Visit http://www.osha.gov/oshstats/sicser.html or call/visit our office for assistance.

3) Match the SIC Code to the attached list.

4) If the SIC Code is on the list, then your facility must be covered by an NPDES Industrial Permit.

*The city has the authority to conduct inspections to verify which facilities should have coverage.*

Listed Below, Are The Steps To Follow To Get Your NPDES Industrial Permit:

1) File a Notice of Intent (NOI) (Instructions and Form) with the State Water Resource Control Board (SWRCB).

The facility operator is responsible for all permit related activities at the facility.  Where operations have discontinued and significant materials remain on site (such as closed landfills), the landowner may be responsible for filing an NOI and complying with the NPDES Industrial Permit.  Landowners may also file an NOI for a facility if the landowner, rather than the facility operator, is responsible for compliance with this Permit.

2) Send the SWRCB a site map.

The site map must be drawn to scale, identify buildings, material handling and storage areas, roads, names of adjacent streets, and discharge locations, and include direction arrows.

3) Pay the permit fee.

The permit fee is $830.00 ($700.00 + 18.5% surcharge). 

4) Mail the completed NOI, site map, and permit fee to the SWRCB at:

State Water Resource Control Board

Division of Water Quality 

Attn: Storm Water Permitting Unit

P.O. Box 1977

Sacramento, CA 95812-1977

Once the completed NOI, site map, and permit fee have been submitted to the SWRCB, you will be issued a receipt letter with a Waste Discharge Identification Number (WDID).  The permit will require facilities covered by the permit to develop and implement a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan and a Monitoring Program.

What Is Non-Applicability?

If your facility qualifies for Non-Applicability, you do not need to file for an NPDES Industrial Permit.  

Instead, you must file for a Notice of Non-Applicability.  Facilities with SIC codes classified under Category (xi) Light Industry (see attached SIC Code list) may obtain a No Exposure Certification if all industrial activities are conducted inside buildings and where no materials are exposed to storm water. To qualify for this exemption, facility operators must file a Notice of Non-Applicability (NONA) with the City of Torrance Fire Prevention Division, and have an inspector verify no exposure.

Important: All business in the City of Torrance, regardless of their NPDES status, are required to follow the Torrance Municipal Code, which prohibits the discharge of unauthorized water, trash, chemicals, or other pollutants into the storm drain system.  

Questions
Further information about the city’s Stormwater Regulations can be accessed by visiting:

www.torrnet.com ( Government ( Torrance Municipal Code ( Division 4 ( 

Chapter 10 and 11 for the city’s Stormwater Regulations.

The permit is available from the SWRCB and the Regional Water Quality Control Board websites.  The regulations are available from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  If you have questions contact the SWRCB at (916) 341-5536 or by e-mail at stormwater@waterboards.ca.gov.  Or contact the City of Torrance Fire Prevention Division at (310) 618-2973.
Best Management Practices (BMP) Checklist

Industrial Facilities

The following are Best Management Practices produced by the federal government to serve as guidelines to prevent the discharge of pollutants to the storm drain system.  Review these BMP’s and implement those that apply to your facility to the maximum extent practicable.  Implementation of some BMP’s may require a permit for construction or certain operations.

Minimum BMP’s

· Prevent all stormwater runoff and trash from entering storm drains or public streets.

· Regular cleaning and upkeep of inside and outside of the facility.

· Regular preventative maintenance of vehicles and equipment to prevent leaks onsite.

· Minimize soil erosion with sandbags or plants in sloped and landscaped areas.

· Post signs to indicate no dumping of any liquid or solid wastes into on-site storm drains.

· Remove trash and debris from storm drain inlets.

· Keep towels and adsorbent on hand for use on liquid and oil spills.

· Use sandbags or other barrier to route storm water away from operating, processing, fueling, cleaning, and storage areas.

· Inspect storage areas and equipment for leaks and rusting, and repair promptly if needed.

· Clean floor mats, filters, and garbage cans only in a sink or sanitary sewer drain.  Do not wash them in a parking lot, alley, sidewalk, or street where it can enter the storm drain.

· Keep dumpster area clean and lids closed.

· Air conditioning and cooling tower condensate does not drip onto pavement where it will wash out to storm drains.

Building and Grounds Maintenance

· Leaving or planting native vegetation to reduce maintenance.
· Careful use of pesticides and fertilizers in landscaping.
· Integrated pest management where appropriate.
· Sweeping of paved surfaces.
Parking Area Maintenance

· Keep parking areas clean.

· Regularly sweep and pick up trash from outside areas and around parking lots to prevent it from entering storm drains.

· Remove trash and debris from storm drain inlets.

Waste Handling and Disposal

· Recycle waste materials within facility or send to disposal facilities.

· Consider keeping all waste oil and other hazardous materials indoors.

· Valid sewer disposal permit and pretreatment system in place.

· Hazardous waste generator license or permits in place.

· Wastes segregated by type, labeled, and dated.

· Waste storage/pretreatment areas clean and free of spills or leaks.

· Proper records maintained on waste storage and disposal.

· Employ technology that minimizes wastes.

· Store waste off ground or on pallets within secondary containment.

· Use catch buckets, drop cloths, and other spill prevention measures where liquid materials are loaded/unloaded, stored, or treated.

Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Codes

Category (i)
Facilities subject to storm water effluent limitations guidelines, new source performance standards, or toxic pollutant effluent standards under 40 CFR subchapter N (except facilities with toxic pollutant effluent standards which are exempted under category (xi)).

* Some facilities in group do not have limits or standards.  See 40 CFR subchapter N to verify.

405 Dairy products processing

406 Grain mills

407 Canned & preserved fruits & veg. processing*

408 Canned & preserved seafood processing

409 Beet, crystalline & liquid cane sugar refining

410 Textile mills

411 Cement manufacturing

412 Feedlots

414 Organic chemicals plastics & synthetic fibers

415 Inorganic chemical manufacturing*

417 Soap and detergent manufacturing

418 Fertilizer manufacturing

419 Petroleum refining

420 Iron and steel manufacturing

421 Nonferrous metal manufacturing

422 Phosphate manufacturing*

423 Steam electric power

424 Ferroalloy manufacturing*

425 Leather tanning and finishing

426 Glass manufacturing*

427 Asbestos manufacturing

428 Rubber manufacturing

429 Timber products processing

430 Pulp, paper, and paperboard*

431 Builder’s paper and board mills

432 Meat products

433 Metal finishing

434 Coal Mining*

436 Mineral mining and processing*

439 Pharmaceutical manufacturing*

440 Ore mining and dressing*

443 Paving and roofing materials

446 Paint formulating

447 Ink formulating

455 Pesticide chemicals *

458 Carbon black manufacturing

461 Battery manufacturing

463 Plastics molding & forming

464 Metal molding & casting

465 Coil coating

466 Porcelain enameling

467 Aluminum forming

468 Copper forming*

469 Electrical & electronic component

471 Nonferrous metal forming & powders

Category (ii)
24 Lumber & wood products (except 2434 Wood kitchen cabinets.  See (xi).)

26 Paper & allied products (except 265 Paperboard containers & 267 Converted paper.  See (xi).)

28 Chemicals & allied products (except 283 Drugs.  See (xi).)

29 Petroleum & coal products

311 Leather tanning & finishing

32 Stone, clay & glass production (except 323 Products of purchased glass.  See (xi).)

33 Primary metal industry

3441 Fabricated structural metal

373 Ship & boat building & repair

Category (iii) – Mineral Industry

10 Metal mining

12 Coal mining

13 Oil & gas extraction

14 Non-metallic minerals except fuels

Category (iv) – Hazardous Waste

Hazardous waste treatment, storage, or disposal facilities including those that are operating under interim status or a permit under Subtitle C of RCRA.

Category (iv) – Landfills

Landfills, land application sites, and open dumps that receive or have received any industrial waste (waste that is received from any of the facilities described under categories (i)–(xi) including those subject to regulations under Subtitle D of RCRA.

Category (vi) – Recycling and Reusing
Facilities involved in the recycling of materials, including metal scrap yards, battery reclaimers, salvage yards, and automobile junkyards, including but limited to those classified as 5015 Used motor vehicle parts and 5093 Scrap and waste materials.

Category (vii) – Steam Electric Plants

Steam electric power generating facilities including coal handling sites.

Category (viii) – Transportation

Transportation facilities with the following SIC codes which have vehicle maintenance shops, equipment cleaning operations, or airport de-icing operations.  Only in those portions of the facility that are either involved in vehicle maintenance (including vehicle rehabilitation, repairs, painting, fueling, and lubrication), equipment cleaning operations, airport de-icing operations, or which are otherwise identified under categories (i)-(vii) or (ix)-(xi) are associated with industrial activity, and need permit coverage.

40 Railroad transportation

41 Local & interurban passenger transit

42 Trucking & warehousing (except 4221-4225.  See (xi).)

43 U.S. Postal Service

44 Water transportation

45 Air transportation

5171 Petroleum bulk stations and terminals

Category (ix) – Treatment Works

Treatment works treating domestic sewage or any other sewage sludge or wastewater treatment device or system used in the storage, treatment, recycling, and reclamation of municipal or domestic sewage, including land dedicated to the disposal of sewage sludge that is located within the confines of the facility, with a design flow of 1.0 mgd or more, or required to have and approved pretreatment program under 40 CFR 403.  Not included are farm lands, domestic gardens, or lands used for sludge management where sludge is beneficially reused or areas that are in compliance with section 405 of the Clean Water Act.

Category (x) – Construction

Construction activity including clearing, grading, and excavation activities except operations that result in the disturbance of less than 5 acres of total land area which are not part of a larger common plan of development or sale.
Category (xi) – Light Industry

20 Food and kindred products

21 Tobacco products

22 Textile mill products

23 Apparel & other textile products

2434 Wood Kitchen cabinets

25 Furniture and fixtures

265 Paperboard containers and boxes

267 Miscellaneous converted paper products

27 Printing and publishing

283 Drugs

285 Paints and allied products

30 Rubber and miscellaneous plastics

31 Leather and products (except 311 and 425)

323 Products of purchased glass

34 Fabricated metal products (except 3441)

35 Industrial machinery and equipment

36 Electronic and other electric equipment

37 Transportation equipment (except 373)

38 Instruments and related products

39 Miscellaneous manufacturing

4221 Farm product storage

4222 Refrigerated storage

4225 General warehouse and storage

and which are not otherwise included in categories (ii)-(x) with storm water discharges from all areas(except access roads and rail lines) where material handling equipment, or activities, raw materials, intermediate products, final products, waste materials, by-products, or industrial machinery are exposed to storm water.  Material handling activities include the storage, loading and unloading, transportation, or conveyance of any raw material, intermediate produce, finished product, by-product, or waste product.
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