
November 6, 2007 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR  
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session on Tuesday, 
November 6, 2007 at 7:03 p.m. in the City Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Councilmembers Barnett, Brewer, Drevno, Nowatka, Sutherland, 

Witkowsky, and Mayor Scotto. 
 

Absent: None. 
 

Also Present: City Manager Jackson, City Attorney Fellows, 
   City Clerk Herbers, and other staff representatives. 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION 

Flag salute was led by Boy Scout Troop #379 
 

Councilmember Drevno gave the non-sectarian invocation. 
 
3. REPORT OF CITY CLERK ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA / MOTION TO 

WAIVE FURTHER READING 
City Clerk Herbers reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice 

Board at 3031 Torrance Boulevard on Thursday, November 1, 2007. 
MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved that after the City Clerk has read aloud the 

number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the further reading 
thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
4. WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS 
 None. 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Councilmember Sutherland noted that the Finance and Governmental Operations 
Committee had met earlier this evening to discuss the first quarter 2007-2008 budget and 
that an item would be forwarded to the City Council. 

 

Fire Chief Bongard reminded the public that ExxonMobil would be conducting their 
monthly community siren alert testing on Wednesday, November 7, at approximately 
11:30 a.m. 

 

City Clerk Herbers announced that it was Election Day for the Torrance Unified 
School District board and polls would be open until 8:00 p.m.  She noted that results 
would be available on CitiCABLE after 8:00 p.m. and at www.lavote.net. 
 
7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
7A. John Bailey, president of Southeast Torrance Homeowners Association, reported 
that the City of Lomita has offered land adjacent to Lomita Park, which borders Torrance, 
to Los Angeles Unified School District for the building of a new high school and expressed 
concerns about the impact on the nearby residential neighborhood.  He asked that this 
issue be placed on a future City Council agenda. 
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 Mayor Scotto, with the concurrence of the Council, requested that staff prepare an 
information item on this matter. 
 
7B. Glenn Schrader, 242nd Place, urged the Council to support residents in their 
opposition to the proposed high school adjacent to Lomita Park.  He reported on a fight 
between Narbonne HIgh students that recently occurred in front of his home and 
expressed concerns about neighborhood children being exposed to this violence. 
 
7C. Bonnie Mae Barnard, Save Historic Old Torrance, invited everyone to attend 
SHOT’s meeting on Thursday, November 8, at 7:00 p.m. at the West Presbyterian 
Church, noting that speakers will include Mayor Scotto and the historic preservation officer 
for the City of Long Beach.  She also invited attendance at SHOT’s Christmas Tea and 
Home Tour on Saturday, December 1, at 1:00 p.m., with tickets available online at 
www.savehistoricoldtorrance.com or by calling 310.320.0269. 
 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
8A. INVESTMENT REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2007 

Recommendation 
The City Treasurer recommends that City Council accept and file the monthly 
investment report for the month of September 2007. 

 
8B. SALE OF SURPLUS/OBSOLETE VEHICLES 

Recommendation 
The General Services Director recommends that City Council authorize Ken Porter 
Auctions of Gardena, CA to facilitate the sale of eleven (11) surplus/obsolete 
vehicles and miscellaneous equipment. 

 
8C. AGREEMENT RE ANNUAL SUPPLY OF CUSTODIAL PAPER GOODS 

Recommendation 
The General Services Director recommends that City Council authorize an 
annual purchase agreement with Gale Supply Company of Los Angeles, CA in an 
amount not to exceed $109,000 to furnish various custodial paper goods on an as 
needed basis, effective November 6, 2007 through November 5, 2008. (B2007-37) 

 
8D. AGREEMENT AMENDMENT WITH CAROLLO ENGINEERS 

Recommendation 
The Public Works Director recommends that City Council approve Amendment 
No. 1 to consulting services agreement with Carollo Engineers (C2006-230) for a 
twelve month term extension for final design services for the Walteria and Ben 
Haggott Reservoirs Rehabilitation and Nitrification Reduction Project, CIP No. S-31. 

 
8E. NORTH TORRANCE WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

Considered separately, see page 3. 
 
8F. MOU WITH L.A. COUNTY METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 

Recommendation 
The Transit Director recommends that City Council approve a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (Metro) for the allocation of Proposition C 5% Security funds for the 
period from July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008. 
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8G. PURCHASE ORDER FOR DATA NETWORK DEVICES 
Recommendation 
The Information Technology Director recommends that City Council authorize a 
purchase order with CDW Government, Inc. of Vernon Hills, IL for new data 
network devices to replace obsolete devices in an amount not to exceed $26,400. 

 
8H. ANNUAL PURCHASE ORDER WITH DELL COMPUTERS 

Recommendation 
The Information Technology Director recommends that City Council authorize 
an annual purchase order with Dell Computers, Inc. for personal computers, 
servers, laptops, and other miscellaneous related hardware and software for an 
amount not to exceed $520,000. 

 
8I. SUBLEASE RE 3445 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY 

Recommendation 
The City Manager recommends that City Council consent to sub-lease to  
Thomas T. Omoto, DMD and Steven D. Barney, DDS, Inc., for an aggregate term 
of 20 years within the project known as Madison Park located on City owned 
property leased to JAS Madison I, LLC and located at 3445 Pacific Coast 
Highway in the City of Torrance. 

 
8J. SET HEARING DATE FOR ADOPTION OF 2007 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE 

Considered separately, see page 4. 
 
8K. WATER COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2006-2007 

Recommendation 
The Public Works Director and the Water Commission recommend that City 
Council accept and file the 2006-2007 Water Commission annual report. 

 
8L. ALLOCATION FROM UNAPPROPRIATED ASSET FORFEITURE ACCOUNT 

FOR COMMAND POST AND UTILITY EQUIPMENT FOR POLICE VEHICLES 
Recommendation 
The Chief of Police and the General Services Director recommend that City Council: 
1) Appropriate and allocate $143,896.22 from the State Unappropriated Asset 

Forfeiture account for the purchase of specialized command post and utility 
equipment for police vehicles; and 

2) Approve a sole-source purchase order to 911 Vehicle of Anaheim, CA, in an 
amount not to exceed $143,896.22 to outfit three field command post vehicles 
and two crime scene investigations vehicles. 

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Witkowsky moved for the approval of Consent 
Calendar Items A through L, with the exception of Items 8E and 8J.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 Consent Calendar Item 8E was considered separately at this time. 

 

8E. NORTH TORRANCE WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT 
Recommendation 
The Public Works Director recommends that City Council: 
1) Approve the plans and specifications for the construction of the North Torrance 

Water Main Replacement Project (CIP Project No. I-73) on file in the City Clerk's 
Office (B2007-36);  
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2) Award a public works agreement in the amount of $3,405,586 to Robert G. 
Castongia General Engineering Contractors; 

3) Authorize a 5% contingency in the amount of $170,279.30 for this project;  
4) Award a consulting services agreement in the amount of $29,955 to Geo-

Environmental, Inc. to perform geotechnical inspection services for this project;  
5) Transfer the remaining balance of approximately $1,747,410.75 from CIP No. I-25 

to CIP No. I-73 budget; and 
6) Transfer the remaining balance of approximately $627,496.03 from CIP No. I-60 to 

CIP No. I-73. 

 Project Manager Dettle reported that 17 bids were received for this project and the 
lowest bid was $600,000 under staff’s estimate. 

 
 MOTION: Councilmember Witkowsky moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Nowatka and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
10. PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
10A. PARTNERSHIP FOR PROMOTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES 

Recommendation 
The City Manager recommends that City Council approve a year long partnership 
by and between the City of Torrance, the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce, 
and Aurora Enterprises to promote environmental initiatives through the 
establishment/maintenance of an internet website www.greentorrance.com and 
appropriate $3,500 for the project. 

 Management Associate Fulton reported that the proposed website would be used 
to disseminate information about protecting the environment and conserving energy for 
both businesses and individuals.   

 
 MOTION: Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by unanimous roll 
call vote. 
 

Agenda Items 8J and 12A were considered together at this time. 
 

8J. SET HEARING DATE FOR ADOPTION OF 2007 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE 
Recommendation 
The Fire Chief recommends that City Council approve the date of November 20, 
2007 for a public hearing to consider a proposed ordinance adopting the 2007 
California Fire Code with local amendments. 

 
12A. SET HEARING DATE FOR ADOPTION OF 2007 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODES 

Recommendation 
The Community Development Director recommends that City Council approve 
the date of November 20, 2007 for a public hearing to consider a proposed 
ordinance adopting the 2007 California Building Codes with local amendments. 

 Community Development Director Gibson reported that staff was recommending 
that a hearing be scheduled for November 20, 2007 to consider adoption of both the 2007 
California Fire Code and the 2007 California Building Codes with local amendments, which 
would then go into effect on January 1, 2008. 
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MOTION: Councilmember Brewer moved to set a hearing date of November 20, 2007 
for adoption of the 2007 California Building Codes.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Drevno and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

MOTION: Councilmember Witkowsky moved to set a hearing date of  
November 20, 2007 for adoption of 2007 the California Fire Code.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Nowatka and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
12B. ETHICS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Recommendation 
The City Manager recommends that City Council review and give direction to City 
staff regarding specific recommendations by the Blue Ribbon Committee on Ethics 
and Integrity on the scheduling and review of draft ordinances. 

 Dee Hardison, chair of the Blue Ribbon Committee on Ethics and Integrity, reported 
that the committee has been meeting monthly for the past year and will be bringing forward 
a recommended ethics code and implementation plan in January 2008.  She explained that 
the committee reviewed current laws and policies pertaining to individuals running for public 
office as part of this process and developed draft ordinances with proposed revisions.  She 
noted that the draft ordinances were being brought forward at this time so the revisions 
could be implemented before the next election cycle should the Council choose to do so. 

 

 Mayor Scotto invited comment on Draft Ordinance 1, which would allow only 
individuals to make campaign contributions, as opposed to the current ordinance that also 
allows entities such as corporations, unions and political action committees (PACs) to 
make contributions. 

 

 Councilmember Witkowsky stated that she was not inclined to support this change 
because she felt it was undemocratic and easy to circumvent and because it could make it 
difficult for a candidate to compete against a wealthy candidate who could afford to fund 
his or her own campaign. 

 

 Councilmember Barnett related his understanding that there is a limit on how much 
a candidate may contribute to his/her campaign. 

 

 City Attorney Fellows advised that there is a $30,000 limit on the amount a 
candidate may loan to his/her campaign, but federal law prohibits limiting the amount  
a candidate may spend on his/her own campaign. 

 

 Councilmember Nowatka noted that the prohibition on contributions from 
corporations could be easily circumvented by having employees make the contributions 
and voiced his opinion that it was better to have the name of the company disclosed so 
voters would know the motive for the donation.  He indicated, however, that he did not 
object to prohibiting contributions from unions and PACs because the decision to donate is 
made by the leaders of these organizations and not the members themselves.  

 

 In response to Councilmember Brewer’s inquiry, City Attorney Fellows advised that 
prohibiting contributions from entities does not violate the First Amendment rights, noting 
that corporations and unions are prohibited from contributing to candidates in federal 
elections and PACs were created to get around this prohibition. 

 

 Councilmember Sutherland stated that he was opposed to this revision because it 
would have eliminated approximately one-third of his campaign contributions, while having 
no effect on a wealthy candidate funding his or her own campaign.  He noted that there 
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will always be dishonest people who try to circumvent campaign regulations and stressed 
the need for stiff penalties for those who violate them. 

 
 Charles M. Deemer, Torrance, requested and received clarification regarding the 
scope of the proposed ordinance. 

 

 Ms. Hardison reported that the committee discussed the issue of prohibiting 
contributions from corporations, unions and PACs at great length and arrived at their 
recommendation because they felt it was important to make the election process as 
transparent as possible. 

 
 Councilmember Brewer expressed concerns that this prohibition could lead to 
more contributions to PACs rather than individual candidates. 

 

 Ms. Hardison stated that the issue of PACs and “soft money” is not something the 
committee addressed. 

 
 Councilmember Witkowsky estimated that it costs at least $60,000 to run a viable 
campaign for City Council and expressed concerns that limiting who may donate would 
put young inexperienced candidates at a disadvantage.  She noted that endorsements 
from certain groups can be very valuable to a candidate. 

 

 Ms. Hardison explained that the committee felt that allowing contributions from 
individuals only would afford a more level playing field for new candidates who are unlikely 
to have the contacts that would bring in contributions from corporations and other entities 
and they also hoped that it would eventually bring the cost down of running for office.  

 
 Mayor Scotto noted that unions or other entities may still endorse a candidate 
without contributing to his or her campaign. 

 

 A brief discussion ensued regarding the possibility of changing the ordinance to 
allow corporations to contribute to a campaign. 

 
 Councilmember Sutherland noted that he had changed his position and would 
support Draft Ordinance 1 as proposed because he felt it could be a way of leveling the 
field for all candidates. 

 

 Councilmember Witkowsky reiterated her opposition to the ordinance. 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Sutherland moved to concur with Draft Ordinance 1 as 
proposed.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Nowatka and passed by a 6-1 
vote, with Councilmember Witkowsky dissenting. 

 

 The Council recessed from 8:22 p.m. to 8:37 p.m. 
 

 Mayor Scotto invited comment on Draft Ordinance 2, which limits cash contributions 
to candidates and their controlled committees to $20, requiring anything over the $20 limit to 
be made by check or credit card. 

 
Ms. Hardison noted that this revision was meant to address events for candidates 

where cash is received by way of “passing the hat” with no accountability.  She clarified that 
currently candidates may receive contributions from an individual up to $99 without having 
to report the individual’s name and this ordinance would not change this reporting 
requirement, but it would mean that any amount over the $20 limit would have to be made 
by check or credit card. 
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 MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with Draft Ordinance 2 as 
proposed.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Nowatka and passed by 
unanimous vote. 

 
 Mayor Scotto invited comment on Draft Ordinance 3, which requires that any 
contributions in excess of $100 received after the closing date of the last pre-election 
campaign financial statement, but before the election, must be reported within 24 hours.  He 
noted that current regulations require that contributions of $1,000 or more be reported. 

 

 City Clerk Herbers clarified that the closing date of the last campaign financial 
statement is 16 days before the election. 

 
 Councilmember Sutherland expressed concerns that this regulation could add a lot 
of paperwork for candidates without eliminating the possibility of graft. 

 

 Mayor Hardison stated that a fair amount of money is collected in the last days of an 
election and the committee felt very strongly that this should be reported. 

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with Draft Ordinance 3 as 
proposed.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Nowatka and passed by a 6-1 
vote, with Councilmember Sutherland dissenting. 

 

 Mayor Scotto invited comment on Draft Ordinance 4, which extends requirements set 
forth in State mass mailer laws, which require full disclosure of funding source and 
responsible party, to the following forms of campaign communications: 1) 200 or more of 
substantially similar pieces of mail that support or oppose a candidate; 2) 200 or more 
substantially transmissions of electronic mail that support or oppose a candidate; 3) 200 or 
more substantially similar pieces of written material in the form of door hangers or other 
printed material left of private property that support or oppose a candidate; and 4) 200 or 
more substantially similar telephone calls that support or oppose a candidate. 

 
 Responding to questions from the Council, City Attorney Fellows provided 
clarification regarding how the new requirements would impact local campaigns. 

 

 Councilmember Witkowsky voiced support for the proposed ordinance and asked 
about the possibility of requiring that all printed material be subject to disclosure requirements. 

 
 City Attorney Fellows advised that doing so would violate First Amendment rights 
and that staff believed 200 pieces of printed material was a reasonable threshold given that 
the State threshold is 500. 

 

 Charles Deemer, Torrance, questioned whether electronic mail would include 
items sent via instant messaging. 

 

 Mayor Scotto suggested that the definition of electronic mail may need to be 
expanded to ensure that all electronic transmissions are covered regardless of the 
equipment they are sent or received on, i.e. text messaging on a cell phone. 

 

 City Attorney Fellows stated that he was reasonably confident that instant 
messaging as well as text messaging would be covered but couldn’t guarantee that courts 
would agree.  He noted that while the proposed regulations are not perfect, they are a 
great improvement over existing regulations which don’t address this issue. 

 

MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with Draft Ordinance 4 as 
proposed.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by 
unanimous vote. 
  City Council 
 7 November 6, 2007 



 

 Mayor Scotto invited comment on Draft Ordinance 5, which prohibits the City 
Manager’s professional staff, department heads, division heads, assistants and deputies 
from lobbying post employment for a period of one year, thereby extending the current 
State law which prohibits city managers and councilmembers from lobbying for one year. 

 

 Charles Deemer, Torrance, questioned whether the City Attorney’s professional 
staff would be included in the prohibition against lobbying for one year. 

 

 City Attorney Fellows stated that he believed the positions of assistant city attorney 
and deputy city attorney would be covered. 

 

 Mayor Scotto related his preference that the ordinance be amended to include the 
City Attorney’s professional staff for purposes of clarification. 

 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Witkowsky moved to concur with Draft Ordinance 5, 
with the addition of the City Attorney’s professional staff.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Brewer and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

 Mayor Scotto invited comment on Draft Ordinance 6, which prohibits the use of 
City buildings and equipment for political fundraising. 

 

 Councilmember Sutherland expressed concerns that the proposed ordinance was 
too restrictive, stating that he saw no reason why political candidates should not be able to 
rent out City facilities for events. 

 

 Ms. Hardison explained that the prohibition applies to fundraising events only and 
the committee felt that there were plenty of other facilities available for this type of event. 

 

 Responding to questions from the Council, Assistant City Attorney Pohl advised 
that, according to staff’s interpretation, picnic tables/barbecue areas in public parks and 
the Torrance Farmers’ Market would be considered open forums protected by First 
Amendment rights and not subject to the ban on fundraising events. 

 

 Charles Deemer, Torrance, questioned whether candidate forums sponsored by 
the League of Women Voters would be affected by the ban, and City Attorney Fellows 
confirmed that they would not. 

 

MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with Draft Ordinance 6 as 
proposed.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Drevno and passed by 
unanimous vote. 

 

 Mayor Scotto thanked committee members for their efforts and noted that the 
ordinances would be returned for formal adoption at the November 20 Council meeting. 
 
12C. RECLASSIFICATION OF RELIEF BUS OPERATORS 

Recommendation 
The Human Resources Director and the Civil Service Commission recommend 
that City Council approve the allocation of Jorge Venegas and Lucy Harrison from 
the classification relief bus operator to the classification of bus operator in light of 
the findings that they meet the criteria for position reclassification. 

 Human Resources Director Winer reported that the two relief bus operators in 
question have held this position for over five years and their duties are more closely 
aligned with the position of bus operator. 
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 MOTION: Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by unanimous roll 
call vote. 
 
12D. PLAZA DEL AMO SEWER PROJECT 

Recommendation 
The Public Works Director recommends that City Council: 
1) Approve the plans and specifications for the Plaza Del Amo Sewer Project 

(B2007-35) on file in the City Clerk’s Office; 
2) Award a public works agreement to the lowest bidder, Charles King Co., Inc., 

in the amount of $934,192.40; 
3) Authorize a 5% contingency in the amount of $46,709.62 for this project; 
4) Award a consulting services agreement to HB-Hyecom Inc., in the amount of 

$50,400 for inspection services for this project; and 
5) Award a consulting services agreement to Geo-Environmental Inc., in the 

amount of $8,985 for geotechnical services for this project.  
 Project Manager Dettle reported that 17 bids were received for this project; that the 
lowest bidder was slightly under staff’s estimate; and that the project was being 
coordinated with the Torrance Unified School District. 

 

MOTION: Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by unanimous roll 
call vote. 
 
12E. STATUS REPORT ON ACQUISITION OF 465 CRENSHAW BOULEVARD 

Recommendation 
The City Manager recommends that City Council review the status report on exploring 
the acquisition of a portion of the site at 465 Crenshaw Boulevard, and approve an 
appropriation of $750,000 from the Working Capital Reserve established for the site. 

 Assistant City Manager Giordano reported that the site is ideally located for use as 
a regional transit center; that El Camino College has expressed an interest in acquiring a 
portion of the site to build a regional Public Safety Training Center; and that the Fire Chief 
has expressed an interest in the remaining portion.  She noted that the site is currently 
undergoing extensive soil remediation, after which it will be placed on the market, and that 
staff will be meeting with state and federal legislators to identify potential sources of 
funding for the transit center portion.  

 

 Councilmember Nowatka announced that he would not be participating in 
consideration of this item because he lives near the subject property and exited the dais. 

 In response to Councilmember Brewer’s inquiry, Assistant City Manager Giordano 
confirmed that the City has a realistic opportunity to acquire this property, noting that the 
City’s legislative consultant is working with staff on pursuing potential sources of funding. 

 

 Mayor Scotto voiced his opinion that acquisition of this property was critically important 
for the future of mass transit in Torrance because of its size and strategic location, which 
would make it possible to tie into the regional light rail system at some point in the future. 

 

 Charles Deemer, Torrance, asked about the size of the portion of land the Fire 
Department was interested in.  Fire Chief Bongard advised that the Fire Department would 
like to explore relocating its headquarters to the site adjacent to the new Public Safety 
Training Center and that it would require approximately 2 acres. 
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MOTION: Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by unanimous roll call 
vote, absent Councilmember Nowatka. 
 
 Councilmember Nowatka returned to the dais. 
 
 The Council met as the Redevelopment Agency from 9:36 p.m. to 9:38 p.m. 
 
17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2 
17A. Mayor Scotto reported on the Council’s trip to Torrance’s Sister City, Kashiwa, 
Japan.  He displayed a banner from a professional soccer game they attended and also 
displayed a clay doll (1 of 1500) designed by a well known Kashiwa artist, which was gifted 
to Torrance.  He commended TSCA and KIRA for arranging a very memorable trip.  
 
17B. Councilmember Sutherland commented on the trip to Japan, noting that it included a 
visit to both Toyota and Honda headquarters. 
 
17C. Councilmember Witkowsky discussed her experience on high speed trains in Japan.  
She stated that she felt privileged to be able to take a second trip to Kashiwa and 
commented on the warm welcome the Council received and friendships that were formed. 
 
17D. Councilmember Witkowsky reported there was a medfly quarantine in the South Bay 
due to medflies found in Palos Verdes, noting that the Farmers Market was included in the 
quarantine. 
 
17E. Councilmember Witkowsky asked for City Council concurrence to support efforts of 
the League of California Cities, by way of a resolution, to place Tom Bradley on a postage 
stamp; no objection was heard. 
 
17F. Councilmember Witkowsky read an email from San Diego resident Vincent Caldwell 
thanking Torrance firefighters for saving his house and expressed appreciation that Engine 
913 (reserve engine) was there to assist. 
 
17G. Councilmember Barnett echoed comments regarding the trip to Kashiwa and 
thanked TSCA and KIRA for their hospitality. 
 
17H. Councilmember Barnett invited the public to attend the Torrance Craftsman Guild 
Fall Fair on November 11 and 12 at the Torrance Cultural Arts Center. 
 
17I. Councilmember Barnett announced that the annual Turkey Trot would be held on 
Thanksgiving morning, noting that participants could pre-register at a cost of $25 until 
November 8. 
 
17J. Councilmember Brewer stated that he and his family had enjoyed the trip to Kashiwa 
and commented on the friendly people and the events attended. 
 
17K. Councilmember Brewer reported that he attended the opening of the Western 
Museum of Flight on Sunday, November 4.  He questioned whether airport hangars could 
be used for things other than the storage of aircraft and asked about the status of the noise 
monitoring system. 

 

 General Services Director Ballew explained that the use of hangars is restricted to 
the storage of aircraft and aeronautical related activities and violations of this policy could 
be reported to airport administration offices at 310.784.7900.   
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 Community Development Director Gibson advised that the new noise monitoring 
system is up and running with only slight adjustments needed to the reporting system.  
 
17L. Councilmember Drevno stated that she enjoyed visiting elementary and high 
schools in Kashiwa and was particularly touched when the school band played our 
national anthem.  She related her belief that the Sister City program was very effective in 
its goal of fostering understanding between different nationalities. 
 
17M. Councilmember Drevno requested an excused absence from the November 20 
City Council meeting. 
 
17N. Councilmember Nowatka stated that he and his wife greatly enjoyed the visit to 
Kashiwa and was impressed by the warm welcome and hospitality shown by their hosts. 
 
17O. Councilmember Nowatka invited the public to attend the Dewali Festival of Lights 
at the North Torrance Library on November 7 at 4:00 p.m., as well as the final 
performances of Nunsense at the Nakano Theatre through November 11. 
 
17P. Councilmember Witkowsky noted for Ms. Kiyoko Sato that Councilmembers 
Barnett, Drevno and Witkowsky were wearing the Hapi coats she had made.  
 
17Q. Mayor Scotto shared memorable moments from the Kashiwa trip, including the 
crowd chanting “USA” at the soccer game.  He noted that Torrance gifted Kashiwa with a 
City of Torrance flag and a quilt depicting people and places in Torrance made by his wife 
Cindy.  
 
17R. Mayor Scotto, with the concurrence of Council, asked that the City Attorney look 
into ways of strengthening the City’s ability to enforce the ordinances discussed earlier in 
the meeting (Agenda Item 12B) and return with an item to the City Council. 
 
17S. Mayor Scotto expressed sympathy for those who lost their homes in the recent 
fires.  He noted that a drive for relief funds for fire victims would be held at the Roadium 
swap meet on Saturday, November 10, with matching donations to Red Cross and the 
Salvation Army to be made by the Roadium up to $5,000.  
 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 None. 
 
19. ADJOURNMENT 
 At 10:09 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, November 20, 2007, at 
5:30 p.m. for a joint meeting with the Library Commission in the Katy Geissert Library 
meeting room, with the regular meeting commencing at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers.  Tuesday, November 13, will be a dark night. 
 
 
 
  
 /s/ Frank Scotto 
Attest: Mayor of the City of Torrance 
  
/s/ Sue Herbers  
Sue Herbers,  Approved on January 8, 2008 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance  
 

Sue Sweet  City Council 
Recording Secretary 11 November 6, 2007 


