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August 18, 2009 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR  
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at 5:31 p.m. 
on Tuesday, August 18, 2009 in City Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Councilmembers Barnett, Brewer, Numark, Rhilinger, Sutherland, 

and Mayor Scotto. 
 

Absent: Councilmember Furey. 
 

Also Present: City Manager Jackson, City Attorney Fellows,  
Deputy City Clerk Poirier, and other staff representatives. 

 
Agenda Item 18 was considered out of order at this time. 
 

18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The City Council immediately recessed to closed session to confer with the City 

Manager and City Attorney on agenda matters listed under 18A) Conference with Labor 
Negotiator and 18B) Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation, pursuant to 
California Government Code § 54957.6 and 54956.9(a).   

 

The City Council reconvened at 7:07 p.m.  No formal action was taken on any 
matter considered in closed session. 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION 

The flag salute was led by Debbie Hays and Janet Payne, past presidents of the 
Torrance Historical Society. 

 

Councilmember Rhilinger gave the non-sectarian invocation. 
 
3.  REPORT OF CITY CLERK ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA / MOTION TO 

WAIVE FURTHER READING  
Deputy City Clerk Poirier reported that the agenda was posted on the Public 

Notice Board at 3031 Torrance Boulevard on Thursday, August 13, 2009. 
 

MOTION:  Councilmember Rhilinger moved that after the City Clerk has read 
aloud the number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the 
further reading thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each 
Councilmember the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in 
regular order.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 
 
4. WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS  

None. 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Councilmember Barnett announced that the Ad Hoc City Council Committee on 
Commission Review would be meeting on Monday, August 24, 2009 at  
7:00 p.m. in the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library Meeting Room.   

 

Management Associate Barthe-Jones announced that Torrance Centennial 
Committee applications were available online at www.torranceca.gov/centennial and in 
the City Clerk’s office and must be submitted by Wednesday, August 26, with 
appointments to be made on Tuesday, September 1. 

 

Councilmember Numark announced that the City Council Transportation 
Committee would be meeting on Wednesday, August 26, at 5:30 p.m. in the Third Floor 
Assembly Room to discuss bus advertising. 

 

 Mayor Scotto requested that the meeting be adjourned in memory of Torrance 
Police Officer Steve Kroesen, who died early this morning after a courageous battle with 
cancer.  He asked that flags on City buildings be flown at half-staff until the funeral.   
 
6. COMMUNITY MATTERS 
 

6A. RECOGNITION OF DEON THOMPSON 
 Mayor Scotto recognized Deon Thompson, 2006 Torrance High graduate, for his 
efforts in leading the University of North Carolina to win the NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Championship.  Mr. Thompson expressed appreciation to his family and coaches for 
contributing to his success. 
 
6B. RESCHEDULING OF CRENSHAW BOULEVARD REHABILITATION PROJECT 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council approve a 
construction schedule deferring the bid for Crenshaw Boulevard Rehabilitation 
(Maricopa Street to Sepulveda Boulevard), T-51 until November 2009 so 
construction activities will commence after January 3, 2010. 
 

 Engineering Manager Bilezerian advised that staff was recommending that the 
bidding process for Crenshaw Boulevard Rehabilitation Project (T-51) be deferred until 
November 2009 with construction to commence in January 2010 so as not to interfere 
with holiday traffic during November and December. 

 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed 
by unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 
 
7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 
7A. Donna Duperron, executive director for RSVP (Retired Senior and Volunteer 
Program), invited everyone to attend the Torrance Block Party on Sunday, August 30, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., which will include arts and crafts, game booths, music and a 
beer garden with offerings from 18 California breweries.  She noted that the block party 
will take place in Old Torrance on the streets of Sartori and El Prado and that a shuttle 
service will be provided from the parking lot across from Torrance High. 
 
7B. Debbie Hays, Torrance Historical Society, invited the public to attend a free 
walking tour of historic Old Torrance on Sunday, August 23, at 1:30 p.m. beginning at the 
Torrance Historical Museum, 1345 Post Avenue. 
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7C. Paul Stern, Torrance, expressed concerns about the City’s response to his 
complaints about a neighbor who cut down a tree on his property without permission. 
 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

8A. APPROVAL OF SUBSIDY FOR RENTAL FEES OF ARMSTRONG THEATRE 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council subsidize the rental fees at 
the James Armstrong Theatre in the amount of $1,606 for the City of Torrance 
Employee Variety Show. 

 
8B. CONTRACT FOR EXTERIOR PAINTING OF CITY BUILDINGS 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the General Services Director that City Council: 
1)  Award a contract to Tony Painting Inc. for $64,600 with a 5% contingency of 

$3,230 for exterior painting of various City Buildings (FEAP #588, #591, and 
#592); and 

2)  Approve a 10% project management fee of $6,460.  
 
8C. AGREEMENT FOR TRAFFIC ENGINEERING CONSULTING SERVICES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council award a 
consulting services agreement in the amount of $75,000 to AAE Incorporated of 
Brea, CA to perform traffic engineering consulting services. 

 
8D. AGREEMENT AMENDMENT RE 2006 URBAN AREAS SECURITY INITIATIVE 

FEDERAL GRANT 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Chief of Police that City Council approve an amendment 
to the agreement with the City of Los Angeles (C2007-171) for the 2006 Urban 
Areas Security Initiative federal grant, extending the term to September 30, 2009 
to coincide with the federal grant performance period. 

 
8E. CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR HUMAN HEALTH RISK 

ASSESMENT RE 465 CRENSHAW BOULEVARD 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approve a consulting 
services agreement with Enviro-Tox Services Inc. to conduct a Human Health Risk 
Assessment (HHRA) for the PPG Industries site located at 465 Crenshaw Boulevard. 

 
8F. CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT AMENDMENT RE FY 2009-11 

CITYWIDE SIDEWALK RAMPING/GRINDING PROGRAM 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council: 
1)  Approve a budget transfer of General funds in the amount of $80,000 from the 

Torrance Boulevard Rehabilitation, T-43/44 to the Fiscal Year 2009-2011 
Citywide Sidewalk Ramping/Grinding, I-101 program; and 

2)  Approve a third amendment to the consulting services agreement with Project 
Partners (C2006-149) that extends the term until August 31, 2010 and 
increases the amount from $252,000 to $342,000 (a $90,000 increase) for 
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construction inspection services for the Fiscal Year 2009-2011 Citywide 
Sidewalk Ramping/Grinding, I-101 program. 

 
8G. APPROPRIATION/ALLOCATION OF FUNDING FOR DISASTER EXPO 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Chief of Police and the Emergency Preparedness (E-
Prep) Team that City Council: 
1)   Appropriate and allocate $15,000 of General Fund Reserve for Security 

Improvement funds to the City of Torrance Disaster Expo to be held on 
October 10, 2009 at the Torrance Cultural Arts Center; and 

2)    Approve an expenditure not to exceed $15,000 to cover the cost of the 2009 
City of Torrance Disaster Expo that include facility rental, food service, 
contracting an earthquake simulator exhibit, and printing promotional 
handouts and signage. 

 
MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved for the approval of Consent Calendar 

Items 8A through 8G.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and 
passed by unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 
 
10. PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 

10A. APPROVAL OF GRANT/LOAN AGREEMENT RE TORRANCE AUTO CENTER 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council: 
1)     Appropriate and allocate $250,000 of General Fund Reserve for Economic 

Development for a grant/loan agreement with the Torrance Auto Center at 
20410 Hawthorne Boulevard; and 

2) Approve an expenditure not to exceed $250,000 to provide economic 
assistance in order to retain the business within the City of Torrance. 

 Management Associate Fulton briefly reviewed the proposal to appropriate and 
allocate $250,000 ($50,000 grant/$200,000 loan) from economic development funds to 
assist Torrance Auto Center in transitioning the former Saturn dealership at 20410 
Hawthorne Boulevard to a new dealership. 

 

 Charles Orlantes, Torrance, reported on an unsatisfactory experience he had at 
the Saturn dealership and urged that this funding arrangement be rejected. 

 

 Mike Koblosh, Torrance, voiced objections to the use of taxpayers’ funds to 
subsidize a private business, relating his belief that the money would be better used to 
improve City services or facilities. 

 

 Councilmember Brewer expressed support for the agreement, noting that there are 
already vacancies along Hawthorne Boulevard and this agreement will help prevent 
another vacancy as well as preserve jobs.  He pointed out that the $50,000 grant would 
be offset by interest on the loan and various taxes paid by the dealership 

 

 Mayor Scotto commented on the importance of retaining jobs in Torrance and 
noted that car dealerships generate revenue for the City on an on-going basis due to 
sales tax revenues. 
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 Councilmember Numark questioned what recourse the City would have if the 
dealership fails.  Management Associate Fulton reported that the City would be in line with 
other creditors should the company file for bankruptcy. 

 

 Councilmember Numark agreed that it was important to retain businesses, but 
expressed his preference that the entire amount be a loan so the City could be paid back 
if the business prospers.  He expressed concerns that other auto dealerships could 
experience financial difficulties and request the same grant/loan arrangement. 

 

 Management Associate Fulton pointed out that many of the other auto dealerships 
in Torrance are located on City-owned land and the City has the opportunity to help them 
in other ways, such as more favorable lease terms. 

 

 Councilmember Rhilinger stated that while she had reservations about the large 
loan, she would support the agreement because it would save jobs and possibly create 
new ones, as well as help preserve the Hawthorne Boulevard corridor. 

 

 Councilmember Sutherland voiced support for the agreement, noting that the City 
will recoup approximately $220,000 in principal and interest, and stands to gain sales tax 
revenues on an on-going basis.  He suggested that if the City fails to take action, the 
dealership will go to another city more hospitable to businesses and Torrance will be left 
with a blighted lot on Hawthorne Boulevard. 

 

 Councilmember Numark  reiterated his position that the entire amount should be a 
loan and questioned whether Torrance Auto Center specifically asked for a grant.  
Management Associate Fulton explained that the Hand family, who owns Torrance Auto 
Center asked the City for assistance in raising working capital until a new dealership could 
be established. 

 

 Mayor Scotto asked if the agreement would still be viable if the entire amount of 
$250,000 was a loan subject to the same terms. 

 

 Russell Hand, Torrance Auto Center, stated that Mazda is genuinely interested in 
locating on the site and he believed it would be possible to go forward with the dealership 
if the entire amount was a loan.  He reported that he expects to invest approximately $1 
million in improvements to the property and annual sales are projected to be $15 million. 

 

 Councilmember Barnett indicated that he favored making the entire amount a loan 
based on Mr. Hand’s comments. 

 

 Mr. Hand expressed concerns that Mazda will not confirm the dealership franchise 
until funding is in place, and the City will not release funds until Mazda has approved a 
franchise agreement. 

 

 Finance Director Tsao stated that staff would work with Mr. Hand to provide the 
necessary paperwork while still protecting the City’s interest. 

 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved to approve a $250,000 loan agreement 
with Torrance Auto Center subject to the same terms, with the details to be finalized with 
staff.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Numark and passed by unanimous 
roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 
 
12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 



 

Sue Sweet  City Council 
Recording Secretary 6 August 18, 2009 

12A. RESOLUTION AMENDING TORRANCE POLICE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council adopt a Resolution 
pursuant to a Memorandum of Understanding amending Resolution No. 2009-17 
setting forth hours, wages and working conditions for employees represented by 
the Torrance Police Officers Association (TPOA) implementing "Team Policing". 

 Assistant to the City Manager Chaparyan advised that the proposed amendments 
will facilitate the implementation of team policing in January 2010. 

 

 MOTION: Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 

RESOLUTION NO. 2009-72 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2009-17 SETTING FORTH CHANGES 
REGARDING WAGES, HOURS AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR 
EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY TORRANCE POLICE OFFICERS 
ASSOCIATION (TPOA) 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2009-72.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 
 
12B. APPROPRIATION FOR DESIGN/CONSTRUCTION OF WESTERN AVENUE 

WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT AND STREET REPAIRS  

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council: 
1)   Appropriate $100,000 from the Water Enterprise Fund and approve a project 

budget for design and construction of the Western Avenue Water Main 
Replacement and Street Repairs; and 

2)  Transfer $1,700,000 from North Torrance Water Main Replacement, CIP No. I-74 
to Western Avenue Water Main Replacement and Street Repairs. 

 Public Works Director Beste reported that the Western Avenue Water Main 
Replacement Project has become a priority due to the potential for future water main 
breaks and traffic and businesses are greatly impacted by such breaks since Western 
Avenue is a major arterial. 

 

MOTION: Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 
 
12C. AGREEMENT AMENDMENT RE CITYWIDE SIDEWALK RAMPING/GRINDING 

PROJECT 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council approve third 
amendment to the public works agreement with Hardy & Harper, Inc. (C2006-148) 
that extends the term one year until August 31, 2010 and increases the amount 
from $1,175,510 to $1,505,510 (a $330,000 increase) to construct the Fiscal Year 
2009-2011 Citywide Sidewalk Ramping/Grinding, I-101 program. 
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 Engineering Manager Bilezerian reported that staff was recommending that the 
agreement with Handy & Harper be extended for another year, noting that the company 
has agreed to provide the same services with no increase in cost. 

 

MOTION: Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Sutherland and passed by unanimous 
roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 
 
12D. RESOLUTION AMENDING TORRANCE PROFESSIONAL AND 

SUPERVISORY ASSOCIATION MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council adopt a Resolution 
pursuant to a Memorandum of Understanding amending Resolution No. 2007-56 
setting forth hours, wages and working conditions for employees represented by 
the Torrance Professional and Supervisory Association (TPSA), adding a premium 
for City Yard supervision. 
MOTION: Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Sutherland and passed by unanimous 
roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 

RESOLUTION NO. 2009-73 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2007-56 SETTING FORTH CHANGES 
REGARDING  HOURS, WAGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR 
EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY TORRANCE PROFESSIONAL AND 
SUPERVISORY ASSOCIATION (TPSA) 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2009-73.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 
 
12E. RESOLUTION RE CLOSURE OF POST OFFICES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City manager that City Council adopt a Resolution 
regarding the anticipated closure of two post offices in Torrance. 

 Management Associate Barthe-Jones reported that two post offices in Torrance 
were on a list of post offices to be reviewed for potential closure, the Marcelina post office 
in downtown Torrance and the Walteria post office, and staff was recommending that 
Council adopt a Resolution opposing their closure due to the adverse impact on Torrance 
residents and businesses.  

 

 Janet Payne, Torrance Historical Society, provided background information about 
the Marcelina post office, noting that it was built in 1935-36 as part of the WPA (Works 
Progress Administration) effort and has been used as a post office ever since.  She voiced 
objections to closing this post office due to the building’s historical value and because the 
post office contributes to the walkable community aspect of the downtown area. 

 

MOTION: Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Sutherland and passed by unanimous 
roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 

RESOLUTION NO. 2009-74 
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A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
OPPOSING THE CLOSURE OF THE MARCELINA AND WALTERIA POST 
OFFICES  

 MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2009-74.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 
 
13. HEARINGS 
 

13A. CONGESTION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Development Director that the City Council: 
1)  Conduct a public hearing as required by the Congestion Management Program 

of the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority; 
2) Adopt RESOLUTION to self-certify that the City of Torrance is in conformance 

with local Congestion Management Program (CMP) requirements; and, 
3) Direct staff to submit the CMP Local Development Report (LDR) as required 

by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority. 

 Mayor Scotto announced that this was the time and place for public hearing on this 
matter.  Deputy City Clerk Poirier confirmed that the hearing was properly advertised.   

 

 Transportation Planning Manager Semaan advised that the City is required to file 
an annual report which includes a summary of new development over the past 12 months 
in accordance with Congestion Management Program requirements.  He noted that the 
City continues to work to improve traffic circulation and reviewed recently completed 
projects on Sepulveda Boulevard and Torrance Boulevard. 

 

 As no one from the public came forward to speak, the public hearing was closed. 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Rhilinger moved to close the public hearing.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed by unanimous roll call 
vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 

 

MOTION: Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Sutherland and passed by unanimous 
roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 

RESOLUTION NO. 2009-75 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
FINDING THE CITY OF TORRANCE TO BE IN CONFORMANCE WITH 
THE CONGESTION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM (CMP) AND ADOPTING 
THE CMP LOCAL DEVELOPMENT REPORT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 65089 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2009-75.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 
 
13B. EAS09-00001, CUP09-00003, VAR09-00001, WAV09-00007: GOSPEL 

VENTURE INTERNATIONAL CHURCH – 17811 WESTERN AVENUE 

Recommendation 
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Recommendation of the Planning Commission that City Council take the following 
action on property located in the M-L Zone at 17811 Western Avenue: 
1)    Adopt a Negative Declaration, and 
2)   Adopt Resolutions approving a Conditional Use Permit to allow conversion 

of an existing industrial building for operation of a church, a Variance to 
allow church use on a substandard sized lot; and a Waiver to allow less 
than required setbacks. 

Recommendation of the Community Development Director that the City Council take 
the following action on property located in the M-L Zone 17811 Western Avenue:  
1) Adopt a Negative Declaration, and 
2) Adopt Resolutions denying a Conditional Use Permit, a Variance; and a 

Waiver.  EAS09-00001, CUP09-00003, VAR09-00001, & WAV09-00007: 
Gospel Venture International Church. 

 Mayor Scotto announced that this was the time and place for public hearing on this 
matter.  Deputy City Clerk Poirier confirmed that the hearing was properly advertised.   

 

With the aid of slides, Planning Manager Lodan briefly described the proposed 
project, which would convert an existing industrial building into a church.  He explained that 
the Variance is necessary because the Torrance Municipal Code requires churches to have 
a minimum lot size of 1 acre and the proposed site is 0.42 acre and the Waiver is necessary 
to retain the existing front and south side setbacks, which do not meet current minimum 
requirements.  He reported that the Planning Commission voted unanimously to approve the 
project on May 20, 2009. 

 

In response to Councilmember Sutherland’s inquiry, City Attorney Fellows confirmed 
that the one-acre lot size requirement was difficult to enforce given recent court decisions. 

 

Councilmember Brewer noted that the existing pole sign on the site does not comply 
with current standards.  Planning Manager Lodan advised that a condition was included (No 
17) requiring that the pole sign be removed or modified to a monument sign. 

 

Toshio Maehara, pastor of Gospel Venture International Church, reported the church 
has a very small congregation and approximately 30-35 people attend Sunday Services. 

 

Kazuaki Uemura, representing Gospel Venture International Church, provided 
background information about the church.  He explained that it was founded by 
Pastor Maehara 15 years ago and originally met in a hotel and the small congregation is 
primarily Japanese speaking.  He reported that the church has owned the property since 
2007 and began holding services there this year and church members are pleased to have a 
permanent location.  He noted that the church has been a good neighbor and has elicited no 
complaints and that it is a good resource for the community because there are very few 
Japanese-language Christian churches in the South Bay. 

 

In response to Mayor Scotto’s inquiry, Pastor Maehara reported that the church 
began holding services at the Doubletree Hotel and then rented facilities from a church at 
Ocean and 216th Street that was later torn down for a condominium project and the church 
has been looking for a permanent facility since that time. 

 

Councilmember Rhilinger questioned whether there would be any teen activities, i.e. 
dances or social gatherings.  Pastor Maehara stated that there are only 2-3 church 
members in that age group and he did not anticipate having this type of activity. 
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Mayor Scotto noted that it was very rare for the Council to grant Waivers and/or 
Variances and most cases in which they have been approved involve some kind of hardship 
that makes compliance difficult or impossible. 

 

Councilmember Numark, echoed by Councilmember Barnett, voiced support for 
the project, citing the very limited impact on traffic and the fact that places of worship are 
part of a balanced city. 

 

Councilmember Sutherland also voiced support for the project. 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Rhilinger moved to close the public hearing.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed by unanimous roll call 
vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 

 

MOTION:  Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation to approve the project as conditioned.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Numark and passed by unanimous roll call vote (absent 
Councilmember Furey). 

RESOLUTION NO. 2009-76 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
APPROVING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT AS PROVIDED FOR IN 
DIVISION 9, CHAPTER 5, ARTICLE 1 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 
CODE TO ALLOW THE CONVERSION OF AN EXISTING INDUSTRIAL 
BUILDING TO A CHURCH ON PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE M-L ZONE 
AT 17811 WESTERN AVENUE.   CUP09-00003: GOSPEL VENTURE 
INTERNATIONAL CHURCH 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2009-76.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 

RESOLUTION NO. 2009-77 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
APPROVING A WAIVER AS PROVIDED FOR IN DIVISION 9, CHAPTER 4, 
ARTICLE 2 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ALLOW LESS 
THAN THE REQUIRED SIDE AND FRONT SETBACKS FOR A CHURCH 
ON PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE M-L ZONE AT 17811 WESTERN 
AVENUE.  WAV09-00007: GOSPEL VENTURE INTERNATIONAL CHURCH 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2009-77.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 

RESOLUTION NO. 2009-78 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
APPROVING A VARIANCE AS PROVIDED FOR IN DIVISION 9, 
CHAPTER 4, ARTICLE 1 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO 
ALLOW A CHURCH USE ON A SUBSTANDARD-SIZED LOT ON 
PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE M-L ZONE AT 17811 WESTERN AVENUE.  
VAR09-00001: GOSPEL VENTURE INTERNATIONAL CHURCH 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2009-78.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmember Furey). 
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* 

 The Council met as the Redevelopment Agency from 9:10 p.m. to 9:17 p.m. 
 
17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2 

17A. Councilmember Rhilinger announced that the 11th Annual Employee Variety Show 
would be held on September 12 at 7:00 p.m., with proceeds benefiting the American Cancer 
Society, and that tickets are available at the Armstrong Theatre box office. 
 

17B. Councilmember Rhilinger also announced that the 2009 Aquacade would be held 
on August 21 and August 22 at 8:15 p.m. at the Victor Benstead Plunge, with tickets 
available for $5 adults and $3 for seniors and children under 13. 
 

17C. Councilmember Sutherland noted that the Armstrong Theatre box office phone 
number is 310.781.7171 for ticket information about the Employee Variety Show. 
 

17D. Councilmember Barnett expressed his condolences to the Kroesen family. 
 

17E. Councilmember Brewer announced the “30 dollars for 30 years” campaign for the 
Torrance Historical Society’s 30th anniversary, with additional information available at 
www.torrancehistoricalsociety.org. 
 

17F. Councilmember Brewer announced that August 19 will be the last Wild 
Wednesday concert of the series with Francisco Aguabella in the Torino Plaza at the 
Cultural Arts Center from 11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
 

17G. Councilmember Numark echoed condolences to the Kroesen family. 
 

17H. Councilmember Numark announced a free western-themed concert by the 
Torrance Symphony on Sunday, August 23, at 1:30 p.m. at Wilson Park. 
 

17I. Mayor Scotto echoed condolences to the Kroesen family. 
 

17J. Mayor Scotto asked, with the concurrence of Council, that staff bring forward an 
item to reconsider the ordinance regulating massage establishments at the August 25 City 
Council meeting. 
 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 Considered earlier in the meeting, see page 1. 
 
19. ADJOURNMENT 
 At 9:25 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, August 25, 2009, at 
5:00 p.m. for a closed personnel hearing, with regular business commencing at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Council Chambers. 

Adjourned in Memory of 
Steve Kroesen 

 
 
 
  
 /s/ Frank Scotto 
Attest: Mayor of the City of Torrance 
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/s/ Sue Herbers  
Sue Herbers,  Approved on October 6, 2009 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance  
 


