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           July 21, 2015 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at 5:32 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 21, 2015 in the Council Chamber at Torrance City Hall. 
 
 ROLL CALL 

Present: Councilmembers Ashcraft, Goodrich, Griffiths, Rizzo, Weideman and 
Mayor Furey. 

Absent: Councilmember Barnett. 

Present:  City Manager Jackson, Assistant City Manager Giordano, 
City Attorney Fellows, City Clerk Poirier and  
other staff representatives. 
 

Agenda Item 18 was considered out of order at this time. 
  
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 The City Council immediately recessed to closed session to confer with the City Manager 
and City Attorney on agenda matters listed under 18A) Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing 
Litigation, 18B) Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation, 18C) Public Employee 
Performance Evaluation – City Manager, and 18D) Real Property - Conference with Real Property 
Negotiator, pursuant to California Government Code §54956.9(d)(1), 54956.9(d)(2), 54957(b)(1) 
and 54956.8. 
 
 The City Council reconvened at 7:01 p.m. with all members present except 
Councilmember Barnett.  No formal action was taken on any matter considered in closed session. 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE/ INVOCATION 
 
 The flag salute was led by Councilmember Ashcraft. 
 
 The non-sectarian invocation was given by retired Army Chaplain Milton Herring. 
             
3. REPORT OF CITY CLERK ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA/ MOTION TO 

WAIVE FURTHER READING 

 City Clerk Poirier reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 3031 
Torrance Boulevard on Friday, July 17, 2015. 

MOTION:  Councilmember Goodrich moved that after the City Clerk has read aloud the 
number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the further reading thereof 
shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to demand the 
reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Griffiths and passed by unanimous vote (absent Councilmember Barnett). 
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4. WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS 
 No items were withdrawn or deferred; supplemental material was available for Items 12A 
and 12C. 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Councilmember Griffiths announced that the Community Planning and Design Committee 
will meet on Thursday, July 30, from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chamber to discuss 
the possibilities for historic preservation programs in Torrance. 
 
 Councilmember Weideman announced that the Armed Forces Day Committee will meet 
on Tuesday, July 28, at 3:30 p.m. in the City Manager Assembly room to plan a Veteran’s Day 
commemoration with special emphasis on veterans of the Vietnam War. 
 

Mayor Furey, with the concurrence of Council, requested that staff return with item to 
approve a council dark night for October 6, 2015 so the Mayor and Council can attend a 
community event. 
 
6. COMMUNITY MATTERS – None. 
  
7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 
 
7A. Ken Christiansen, Torrance, expressed concerns that the Penske Cadillac dealership on 
Hawthorne Boulevard is creating a nuisance for the adjacent residential neighborhood. 
 
7B. Jacque Schaeffer, Torrance, expressed concerns about the consequences of underage 
drinking and voiced support for the enactment of a Social Host Ordinance. 
 
7C. James Voaklander, outreach coordinator for New Life House, a long-term recovery 
program for young adults suffering from alcoholism and drug addiction, reported that allowing 
children to drink alcohol at home can lead to serious problems and urged the adoption of a Social 
Host Ordinance, which would raise the level of accountability for parents who choose to allow this 
type of activity. 
 
7D. Daniel Del Vecchio, Torrance, reported that the residential construction project at 412 Via 
Linda Vista is not complying with TMC §46.3.1, which requires a sign to be posted on the site 
listing the property owner’s and the contractor’s names along with contact information, and 
neighbors are being greatly disturbed by noise from a pneumatic hammer being used to break up 
concrete.   
 
7E. Janet Payne, Torrance Historical Society, thanked everyone involved in the successful 
Rock Around the Block event held in downtown Torrance last Thursday.  
 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
8A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council approve the City Council minutes of 
June 23, 2015. 

 



 

  City Council 
 3 July 21, 2015 

8B. RENEWAL OF SOFTWARE HOSTING, SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the General Services, Transit, and Information Technology Directors 
that City Council authorize payment to AssetWorks, Inc. of La Jolla, CA in the amount of 
$69,868 for the annual renewal of hosting, support and maintenance service agreements 
of the City's FleetFocus FAT and FuelFocusT software systems (C2005-057), for a period 
of one (1) year effective August 1, 2015 through July 31, 2016. 

 
8C. CONTRACT FOR HVAC FILTER REPLACEMENT SERVICES 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the General Services Director that the City Council award a contract 
services agreement for HVAC filter replacement services with Flagship Facility Services, 
Inc. of Long Beach, CA for $197,531 from July 21, 2015 to July 31, 2020. 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Weideman moved to approve Consent Calendar Items 8A 
through 8C.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Ashcraft and passed by unanimous 
vote (absent Councilmember Barnett). 
 
12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
12A. EIGHTH AMENDMENT TO LEASE FOR 2780 SKYPARK DRIVE 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approve eighth amendment to 
original lease for certain language changes to facilitate refinancing by WCCP Airport 
Atrium as follows: 
1)  Remove prior tenant names from lease; and 
2)  Add language that allows for future transfer or sale of leasehold without City Council 

approval if certain conditions are met. 
 
 Assistant City Manager Giordano briefly reviewed the proposed amendments to the lease 
for City-owned property at 2780 Skypark Drive, which are necessary to facilitate the refinancing 
of the Atrium office building. 
 

MOTION:  Councilmember Weideman moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Griffiths and passed by unanimous vote (absent 
Councilmember Barnett). 
 
12B. ESTOPPEL AGREEMENT RE 3445, 3511 AND 3625 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council: 
1)  Approve the Estoppel Agreement entitled "Ground Lessor Agreement" to facilitate a 

loan by The Bank of New York Mellon to Lessee JAS Madison I, LLC for City-owned 
property at 3445, 3511 and 3625 Pacific Coast Highway, and  

2) Approve the sub-lease with Jonnie Quantz DMV. 
 
 Assistant City Manager Giordano reported that the Estoppel Agreement, which confirms 
that the lease is in full effect and the tenant is current on rent, is necessary to facilitate the 
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refinancing of City-owned property located at 3445, 3511 and 3625 Pacific Coast Highway, 
consisting of retail and medical buildings known as Madison Park.  She advised that the loan 
amount, which is listed as $17.5 million, may vary, but the variance will be no more than 3%.  She 
noted that the approval of the sub-lease is necessary because the area to be leased exceeds 
10% of the gross leasable floor area. 
 

MOTION:  Councilmember Weideman moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Griffiths and passed by unanimous vote (absent 
Councilmember Barnett). 
 
12C. URGENCY ORDINANCE REGULATING BODY ART ESTABLISHMENTS 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Development Director that City Council: 
1)  Adopt an Urgency Ordinance amending the Torrance Municipal Code to establish 

standards regulating body art establishments; 
2) Approve an Urgency Ordinance Summary for publication; 
3) Adopt an Ordinance amending the Torrance Municipal Code to establish standards 

regulating body art establishments; 
4) Approve an Ordinance Summary for publication; and 
5)   Adopt a finding that amending the Torrance Municipal Code to establish standards 

regulating body art establishments would not have a significant impact on the 
environment and pursuant to Section 15601(b)(3) of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines would be exempt from CEQA.  

 
 Planning Manager Lodan reported that staff was recommending that the Council take 
action to establish standards regulating the location and operating characteristics of body art 
establishments, which include both tattooing and body piercing.  He noted that staff prepared a 
Body Art Establishment Draft Ordinance in 2004 in response to a lawsuit filed by an applicant 
attempting to open a tattoo parlor in Torrance, which is prohibited by the Torrance Municipal 
Code, but the City Council was unable to reach a consensus so no action was taken and the 
prohibition remains in effect.  He provided an overview of the proposed regulations, which restrict 
body art establishments to certain commercial, retail and industrial zones, and prohibit them within 
300 feet of K-12 schools, within 300 feet of a parcel zoned or developed with solely residential 
uses, or within 1,000 feet of another body art establishment.  Additionally, body art establishments 
would be subject to AB 300 - The Safe Body Art Act, which includes provisions requiring the owner 
to obtain a Health Permit and provides for regular inspections. 
 
 Planning Manager Lodan noted that the Planning Commission considered the draft 
ordinance in 2004 and recommended that a 300-foot buffer also be included for churches, but 
this was not included in the proposed ordinance because there are a growing number of churches 
in commercial and industrial zones and imposing a spacing requirement could overly restrict the 
number of parcels available for body art establishments.  He noted supplemental material 
summarizing how neighboring jurisdictions regulate body art establishments. 

 
Councilmember Ashcraft asked about the consequences should the Council decide not to 

enact the urgency ordinance this evening. 
 
Assistant City Attorney Sullivan advised that there is pending litigation regarding this 

matter, and the party in that case could seek an injunction and gain judicial approval to locate a 
tattoo establishment anywhere in Torrance. 
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Councilmember Ashcraft noted that she requested that staff redefine K-12 schools in the 

ordinance for purposes of clarification as follows: “kindergarten, elementary, and/or secondary 
academic institutions.”  She requested that staff look into where pre-schools are located and bring 
back an agenda item so the Council could consider adding them to this list in the future. 

 
Councilmember Rizzo requested that the recitals in the ordinance be amended to reflect 

that studies have shown an association between adolescents who obtain tattoos and high risk 
behaviors that are detrimental to their health and welfare.  He also recommended that the 
ordinance be amended so that terms and definitions are consistent with AB300, for example 
AB300 refers to “Body Art Facilities” while the ordinance refers to “Body Art Establishments.” 

 
Councilmember Ashcraft questioned how staff came up with the distance of 300 feet for a 

buffer. 
 
Community Development Director Gibson advised that this is a common distance used in 

land use regulations; that staff was striving to create a reasonable regulation that does not act as 
a prohibition; and that the buffer could be expanded to 400 feet if the Council prefers. 

 
Councilmember Griffiths commented that normally he would like to see more public 

outreach done on an issue like this, but he recognizes there is a need to take action due to the 
potential for litigation.  He noted that the Council will still have the option of amending the 
ordinance in the future if the public has concerns about it. 

 
Councilmember Weideman asked if the Council could adopt the urgency ordinance this 

evening and wait to adopt the regular ordinance at a later date so amendments could be 
incorporated. 

 
Assistant City Attorney Sullivan recommended that both ordinances be adopted this 

evening for purposes of timing. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Weideman moved to concur with the staff recommendation 

and adopt the urgency ordinance and the ordinance with the following amendments:   
 

1) K-12 schools to be redefined as follows: Public or private schools offering 
kindergarten, elementary and/or secondary academic instruction. 

2) Recitals to be amended to state that studies have shown an association between 
adolescents who obtain tattoos and high risk behaviors that are detrimental to their 
health and welfare . 

3) Definitions listed under Sections 91.2.171 through 91.2.174 to be amended to be 
consistent with AB300. 

 
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Griffiths and passed by unanimous vote 

(absent Councilmember Barnett) 
 

  URGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 3783  
AN URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
CALIFORNIA, AMENDING THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO 
BODY ART ESTABLISHMENTS  
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MOTION:  Councilmember Rizzo moved to adopt Urgency Ordinance No. 3783 as 
amended.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Goodrich and passed by unanimous 
vote (absent Councilmember Barnett). 

  
ORDINANCE NO. 3784 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
CALIFORNIA, AMENDING THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING  
TO BODY ART ESTABLISHMENTS  
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Rizzo moved to adopt Ordinance No. 3784 as amended.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilmember Goodrich and passed by unanimous vote (absent 
Councilmember Barnett). 
 
17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2 
 
17A. Councilmember Griffiths complimented those involved in putting on Rock Around the 
Block, noting that it was a wonderful community event. 
 
17B. Councilmember Griffiths announced that the movie Hairspray will be shown at Greenwood 
Park on Saturday, July 25, as part of the City’s “Movies in the Park” program. 
 
17C. Councilmember Ashcraft commended the Special Olympics and the Torrance Police 
Department for the “Welcoming of the Torch” ceremony held earlier today at the Toyota campus. 
 
17D. Mayor Furey noted that Amy Purdy, Paralympics Bronze Medalist and Dancing with the 
Stars competitor, attended the ceremony, which was part of the kick-off for the 2015 Special 
Olympics World Games beginning this weekend, which will be the largest gathering of athletes in 
California since the 1984 Olympic Games. 
 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Considered earlier in the meeting, see page 1. 
 
19. ADJOURNMENT 
 At 7:51 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, July 28, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. for an 
executive session, with regular business to commence at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber. 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 /s/ Patrick J. Furey 
Attest: Mayor Patrick J. Furey 
  
/s/ R. Poirier  
City Clerk Rebecca Poirier, MMC Approved on August 11, 2015 

 


